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GLOBAL DEMAND FOR FREEDOM FROM WANT 

This subject, 11Global Demand for Freedom from Want, 11 demands a more adequate 

treatment than I am able to give. It covers a larger area than a first glance at the 

subject suggests. 

When we talk about freedom from want, we usually mean freedom from poverty and 

hunger, but it must also mean freedom from ignorance and disease which almost always 

accompany poverty and hunger. It is common knowledge that approximately half of the 

peoples of the earth are dying of slow starvation, people who :will··never know what it 
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is to eat three adequate, well-balanced meals a day. Half of the peoples of the earth 

have diseased bodies. Half of the peoples of the earth are illiterate. We really mean 

people are demanding freedom to learn, to be well and freedom to have bread enough and 

to spare. 

It is one thing to read about these conditions. It is quite another to see them 

in the raw, with the naked eye. On two occassions I have seen the starving hordes of 

Asia and the Middle East. I have seen the diseased emaciated bodies of Asia. I have 

seen them sleeping on the streets of India, not by choice but because there was no 

other place for them to sleep. I have seen poorly built schools ,and no schools at all. 
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Beggard, disease and poverty are so much in evidence that many who live there are ap-

parently not so touched or moved as one seeing these conditions for the first time. 

Though not so much a lack of food, but a lack of proper nutrition, one finds similar 

conditions in Africa. As in some parts of Asia the average life span is around 

thirty-four and thirty-five -years. Infant mortality is high and all kinds of diseases 

are prevalent. Educational opportunities are lacking throughout Africa, the Middle 

East and large segments of Asia. 

/ 

Adlai Stevenson who has just returned from Latin America tells us that all is not 

well in the countries South of us. A New York Times article under date of June 25, 1961, 
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