A BILL

D I 4
0 BE ENTITLED

An Act to amend Code Chapter 26-12, relating to
abortions, so as to authorize any physician to perform an
-abortion upen any woman wio has been pregnant for not more
than twaelve (12) wecks; to remove certain Qrovisicﬁs
relating to abortions wﬁén the pregnancy is the result of
forcible or statutory rape; to provide that no physician
gshall be liable civilly or to criminal prosecutioa when he
perférms an abortion in compliange with the provisions of
this Act, except in th¢ case of negligence in pexforming
the abortion; to define ”physiclan"; to repeal conﬁlictingv
laws; and for other PUrpoOsSes. ' ‘

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERA§ ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

-4§§EE§9§mé, Coéerchapter 26-12, relating to abor~

ticns, is hexeby amended by striking Code Sectiqn 26-1202
in iﬁs entirety‘ana insexting in lieu theiaof é hew Coda

‘Section 26-1202, to read as follows:

“26-1202. Exceptions. (a) For the purposes

5]
(6]
o
s
ta
o)

of this Section, the word ‘physician

physician duly licensed to practice medicine and

o

.surgery pursvant to Chapter 84-39 or 84--12 of the
Code of Georgia of 1833, as.amendei.

,{b) Section 26-1201 shall not apply to &n
abortion perfbrmed by a physician uﬁbn a wonan ‘
when the abortion is perfoimed not lét&r than

during the twelfth weck of pregaancy..

(c) Section 26~120) shall not apply to an

upon his
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best elinical judgment that an abortion is neces~-

(1) A continuation of the pregnancy

- A1 S 1 e = S YT T
rould endanger the life of the pregnant

~prona

Yoy 4 e




woman or would_seriously and permanently injure
har health; or .

(2} Thé'f&tus would wvery likely ke born
with a grave, : permanent, and irrems ~di able mental

or physical defect.

o]

';(d) do abortion is auvthorized or shall'ba S

formed under thisvs retion unless cach of the followigg

~conditions is met:

";.Vf L d A1) ‘The.preﬁnant %oman”requ&stinﬁ the abor-
ﬁion certifies in writing under oath and .subject

‘to thé punalties'of false sweaflng to tae physician
who proposes to perforxm the abortion that sha is a

bond fide legal resident of the Staﬁe of Geoxgia.

(2) The physiciaﬁ cortifies that he believes

“the womaﬁ is a kona fide resident of ﬁhis State
and that he has np information which should lead
him to believe otherwise,

(3) Such‘phy sician's Juggﬁ nt is reducad to
arlting and concurred in by at lcast two other
physicianu duly licensed to practice medicins and
surgary pursuant to Chapter 8 u9 of the Code of
Geoxrgia of 1933, as amen&ed, who rtiry in writinv
that based upon their separate personal medical

- examinations of the pregnant woman, the aboriion
is, in their judgment, necessary because of ona or
mbre of the reasons enunerated above. '

(4) Such abortion is performed in a hospita

licensed by the State Board of Health and accredited

by the Joint Commission on Ac crcuttafloa of Hospi~
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a

staff of the hospital in which the operation is

to be performed. This committee must be one

established and maintained in accordance with the
stanﬁards‘prOmulgated by the Joint Conmission on
the Accre&itation'of Hospitals, and its approval
ust be by a major ty vote of a memﬁarship of not.
less than three rembers of the hospitai's-staff;

-he physician proposing to perform the operation
3 g i )

'r"

ray not be counted as a menber of the committee
for this purpose. -
(6) Such written opinions, statements, cer-

tificates, and concurrences are maintained in » i ]

the permanent files of such hespital and~are

available at all reasonable times to the district SET
attornay of the judicial circult in which the S : ;
; LT - : é

hospital is located.
(7) A copy of such written opinions, state-

ments, certificates, and concurrences is filed

S p———

with the Dircctor of the State Department of

Public Health within ten days after such opera- : : |

7'ti®n is perﬁarmad. ’ » 3 |
(8) All erttpn ominlonb; statthnts,"‘ , e o ,J,; : i

cértificates, and concurrences Liled and malnvA

tained pursuant to paragraphs (6) and (7) of this

i)

W&

acgtion shall be confidential recoxrds and
shall not be made available for public inspection
at any time,

’

(¢) Any distriect attorney of the judicial circuit

$n which an abhoxtion is to Le formaed under this
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ection, or any person who would be a relative o he

hilé within the second degree of consanguinity, nay

¥

setition the superior court of the county in which the

-
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abortion is teo be performed for a declaratory judgment
whether the performance of such abortion would violate.

any constitutional or other legal rights of the fetus.

. .

such district attorney may also petition such coﬁrt
for ihe pﬁzpos& of taking issue with.compliénce withv
the reguirements of this Section. The phyéician Who
proposes to pexform the abortion and the pregnant
‘woman shall be respondents. The petition shall be
heard expeditiously an& - § 4 the court adjudges that
such abortion would violate the constitutionﬁl or
other‘legal rights qf the fetus, the court sﬁall 50
deciére and shall restrain the physician from per-

forming the aborxtion.

'; {f)“ if an abortioﬁ is perforrmed in compliance
Qith this SﬂCtion; the death of the fetﬁs shall not
giva rise to any claim for wrengful death,

A (ﬁ)-’NOthing in this section shall reguire a
‘hospital to admit any patient under the prpﬁisions
fheieof for the pufpoée of performing ém=ab@utionT n@m
shall any hogpital be required to appoint a c rmittoe

such as contemplated under subsection (d) (5). A

a

employee of a hospital in which an abortion has been
authorized, who shall state in writing an objection

“to such abortion on woral or religious grounds shall
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refusal of any such pexrson to‘participaté therein shall
not form the basis'of any claim for damages on accouat
of'éuch refusal ox for any disciplinary ox recriminatory
action against such person.

(h) When an abortion shall haﬁe been performed in
coﬁéliance with t}e provisions of tnis Section, no.

_ physician ox dther’person legally participating in the
GX“CMLSOﬂ of Lhe proviuions of cbis Act shall be liable
c1villy.or to crlmlnal pros acution on account of such
cperation ox participatién therein, except in ﬁhe case
of negligencé invthe pérformance of said procédures.“

Section 2. An Act entitled "2n Act to amend Coda

o s e

_Lhaptbr 26 ll r;latlng to the crimes of ﬁbortion, faeulcidé

and 1nfant1c1ue, s0 as to provide for the additicnal excep-

tions where such acts arce undsrtaken ox acccmplished by'

physicians; to provide the circumstances when such acts shall

be lawful; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.”

1968, p. 1432), i

: hereby repealed in iis entirety.

o

5 ction 3 3. All laws and parts of laws .in conflict

with this Act are hereby repealed.

o

. which becams law without the approval of the Governox (Ca. Laws




