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Sit-Ins Stand Out 20 Years Later V

AN APPEAL
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

a chance to eat a hamburger at a lunch 
counter was . at stake. It moved on to a 
litany of specific complaints. Inequali
ties in education, employment, housing, 
voting, hospital services, entertainment 
and eating facilities and law enforce
ment were addressed.

Nine- days later, on March 15 — or 
as the students pointedly noted “the Ides 
of March” — some 250 students entered 
whites-only cafeterias at city hall, the 
Fulton County administration building, 
two federal facilities and bus and train 
stations around the city and asked to be ----- -  !.. mk, - I---- . A__ :__ 14___ ____ 1___

that year. When 
stores officially

y
sit-ins in Atlanta resulted in 80 arrests.

On th« day • of King's arrest at the 
Maqnoli« Room, a reporter asked 
a female student, who was also 
sitting in, how long she planned 
to sit. • ‘Wo are waiting until free
dom comes,’ she said. ‘Wo are 
wailing until freedom comes.’
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Thia appeal was a full-page ad in the March 9, 1960 editions of The 
Atlanta ' Constitution, The 
World.

Atlanta Journal and the Atlanta Daily

By KEITH GRAHAM ’
BwwiUr, tatown EXTRA

And ALEXIS SCOTT REEVES
Editor, Intown EXTRA

"We kept telling ourselves, 
after more than a hamburger.’’’ 
Han Bond.

‘We’re
— Ja-

the meaning of the sit-down protests 
that are sweeping this nation today.”

The . ad had been carefully drafted 
by the students at the request of their 
college presidents. The presidents had 
learned that their charges planned sit
ins like the highly publicized ones of 
Feb. 1 in Greensboro, N. C. ■

The attitude of the local college ad
ministrators was "somewhat mixed,” 
Morehouse - College President-Emeritus 
Benjamin Mays recalled last week. But, ’ 
said Mays,- “There’ was one plare where 
we were all together. Before the stu
dents did anything;- we wanted - to ’make 
it clear, what’ we were - striking about • or 
grumbling abettor protesting - about.” . 
The ’administrators not only - - got - to
gether the money for the ad, Mays said.’ 

-- They ’ also “OK’d” It, ‘’read it andJQ 
’ were in full accord - with it.”

■ ' -The appeal,1 drafted 'in part ’ by stu-

lunch counters later 
177 counters in 75 
opened their services to blacks in late 
September 1961, Atlanta became the 
104th. city to desegregate lunch counters 
since the start of the sit-ins in February 
of 1960.

The list of participants in the At
lanta sit-ins of 20 years ago is long: 
John Mack, now executive director of 
the Los Angeles Urban League, Michael 
Davis, a Baltimore reporter; Morris Dil
lard, an assistant general manager with 
MARTA; Marian Wright Edelman,

D.C. bureau director of UNESCO; 
Marion Bennett, a minister in Las Ve
gas, and former South Carolina legisla
tor James Felder.

There are many others: Joe Pierce, 
caroiyn bong uanxs, wnma Long 
BLinchngs, Frank Holloway, Lydia 
Tucker Brown, Johnny Parham, Leon 
Green, Frank Smith, Charles Black, and 
though not students, their attorney Don
ald Hollowell, now regional director of 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission; faculty advisors M. Carl 
Hollman, now executive director of the 
National Urban Coalition and the late 
Whitney Young, who went from Atlanta 
University to direct the national Urban 
League.

Intown EXTRA talked with four 
leaders of the Atlanta sit-ins last week 
to see how it affected their lives.

Charges included violations of a re
cently adopted state anti-trespassing 
law and anti-assembly legislation ori
ginally drafted to control the Ku Klux 
Klan.

Eventually conspiracy chargee .
were also brought against those ar
rested plus some signers of 
peal” advertisement who had 
at the scene of the sit-ins.

The first /A^anta sit-ins
start of a concerted campaign that led 
to other demonstrations, picketing and a 
boycott of Rich's department store. The 
efforts of the student demonstrators, or 
“agitators” as . their foes labeled them, 
also indirectly affected the outcome of 
the 1960 Presidential campaign.

When Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
joined students sitting in at Rich's Mag
nolia Room Oct. 19, I960, he was ar
rested and later sent to DeKalb County 
for violating his probation stemming 
from earlier charges of driving without 
a license. While Kin^ was in jail, stu
dents dashed off messages to both Vice 
President Richard Nixon and his chal
lenger in the. Novemlbm presidential 
election, John Kennedy. Nixon did not 
respond, but Kennedy's brother, Robert, 
called Atlanta to inquire about the han
dling of King's arrest

Robert Kennedy quickly patched 
things’ up ' with miffed white Georgians 
by saying his inquiries weren't meant to 
be “interference,” ’ but the ' idea that the 
Kennedy were at least concerned- about 
civil rights’ had been firmly planted.

On the . day - of King’s- arrest at the 
Magnolia.- Room, ’ a - reporter asked % a 
female student, who- was also silting: in : • . 
how long . ’she planned to- sit. “We are 
waiting - until1 freedom. comes," she said. 
“We- are waiting until freedom comes.” 

• Freedom was - a talli order, - but the

The full-page ad, which greeted readers 
of the Atlanta Constitution bn’ the morn
ing of March 9,1960 was - headlined "An 
Appeal for Human Rights.” - - - . ’ .’

.-•Sigped by a • • .student leader from 
ea'cLot the - six institutions. in ’ the At
lanta -University--- Center, - it:. announced 
that - local collegians - - ptaqeddjo ’use 
"every - .legal ’ and noin-vioent. means at . 
W 'disposal to ’ - secure' full ’ - citizenship 
. righsas - citizens of, -this- great - democ
racy - ofows.." ... '“•. - ’ •
• ‘ , "Every - nonma, human' -being wants ’
to ’ walk' the’ earth witft.dfgjHty,"said-.tbe’- ------- ,-------------- .------- t---------- - . , .
appeal -which -also appeared ’ in that aft- - - - - ’ dents Roslyn Ptepe and- JuMan Bond,-b£-X.^„.demi)n'£‘tiratio)n,'d_d resu^' In a - compro- 
erno°n'sAthfJ-joorintf • and - the -At-——ganwith an eloquent statemart of pur-' mi« rettlCTwast to WknA of ^Gl that 
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Julian Bond
Twenty years after being arrested 

for trying to eat at Atlanta's city hall 
cafeteria, Georgia State Sen. Julian 
Bond is instantly ’ recognized wherever 
he goes.

Although he turned 40 last month, 
he still has his youthful good looks. His 
sharp wit and ability to articulate his 
viewpoints have made him a favorite on 
the lecture circuit where he makes the 
bulk of his income.

A prep 'school graduate whose 
father was a college president and 
whose brother now serves on the At
lanta city council, Bond had vague am
bitions of becoming a writer before he 
got involved in the Atlanta sit-ins. Re
luctant to become active when first ap
proached by fellow Morehouse College 
student, Lonnie King, Bond has gone on 
to become one of the most consistently 
outspoken critics of the status quo in 
America.

Although the arrest in the first At
lanta demonstration was his only one, 
he was involved in the movement as a 
publicist until his election to the State 
House of Representatives in ■ 1965. To

' day, he said, he -misses the'movement 
days “a great deOL.. .It was all encom
passing. It filled your whole life.”

The civil rights movement for 
Bond,,- who. gained fame for his - later 
work with the Student Non-violent Coor- 
dnratiing; Committee, ’ - was a kind of ■ ‘ . •* t ’ ,
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‘domestic Peace Corps” experience. His 
generation of college students, he said, 
was an "aberration” from the norm for 
college students and proved that people 
did not have to be lawyers or civil 
rights professionals to ' “advance the 
race."

The students of the early '60s 
failed, however, to "institutionalize” 
their movement, he said. A junior at 
Moirehouse when he first got involved. 
Bond said the students “had a hard time 
gearing up again in the fall. We kept 
telling ourselves ’We're after more than 
a hamburger' but when it (the local boy
cott) ended that's about all we got.”

Eventually, however, the victories 
were to prove "immense,” he said. The 
student movement here and in other ci
ties led to the formation of SNCC on 
Easter weekend of 19B0 and “SNCC in 
turn went on to transform the South.”

Now on the national board of the 
National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People and president of 
the local chapter, Bond lamented the 
lack of involvement of today's students. 
In his lectures on campuses, he . said, he 
tells students “they should be spending 
some of their college career in ‘good 
work'" He suggests they tutor, work on 
voter registration, set up neighborhood 
crime patrols and get involved with the 
NAACP. He thinks it is important that 
students be active. “Then you've got 
them for the rest of their lives,” hjfsaid.

But he is ' not optimistic about the 
1980s. Jobs and political power wiil. be 
the key issues, he said, but while - the 
number of black registered voters is 
climbing, the percentage voting dec
lines. “Unless you've got a strong politi
cal base in my view,” he said, “you're 
not going to make economic gains.”

said he does not miss the movement be
cause “that spirit has grown within me 
and I've tried to radiate it ever since.”

Brown agreed that his generation 
of students “was not typical,” and he 
said he wishes the current crop of colle
gians would become more active. But he 
said he would not be so “presumptuous” 
as to say what directions their activism 
should take.

Today's apathy is partly due to a 
‘blurring of the lines,* said King. 
‘We don’t have a clear enemy.’ 
Because some blacks are more 
visible in key roles, he added, 
many blacks now suffer from *the 
delusion of inclusion.’

some blacks are more visible in key 
roles, he added, many blacks now suffer 
from “the delusion of inclusion.”

In the '30s, King said, “we've got to 
move beyond the concept of public ac
commodations and public access ... to 
economic levels.” He said he is con
cerned not just with jobs for minorities 
but with broader economic growth and 
development. . Black people are still „ 
likely to be discriminated against when 
they apply for a loan to develop a busi
ness, said King. .

Mary Ann Smith Wilson

Ben Brown

Like Julian Bond, Ben Brown, 39, 
eventually vroond up . in the Georgia - leg
islature. Bond, however, never jumped 
on the Jimmy Carter bandwagon and is 
currently supporting Ted - Kennedy for 
presuds± Brawn, on the other hand, be
came an early supporter of Carter and 
eventually 'won a job on the Democratic 
National Committee. Currently he 
serves as -national deputy chairman of 
the CErter-Mandate re-election commit
tee."."' ■ • .

like Bond, he was a junior when 
the sit-ins started. Then vice president 
of the Clark College student body, be 
served as president the following year 
and was one of the students ' arrested at 
Rich’s Magnolia Room• on toe same day 
as 'Dr. Martin • Lather King Jr.

The - arrest - was one of three for 
Brown, who has gone -on - to -become a 
smooth-talking politico. Shouting into a 
tefopbane from a noisy upstate ■ New 
YoA restaurant, ' he' told ' liltown EXTRA 
last - week- that tris movement days 'were

Lonnie. King

A signer of the original “Appeal" 
when she was secretary of the student 
government at Morris Brown College, 
Mary Ann Smith (now Wilson) recently 
returned to Atlanta after living in Cali
fornia since 1961.

There was never any question 
about becoming involved in the move
ment, • said Dr. Wilson, now a pediatri
cian with the Southside Coimmunity 
Health Center. "It was something I 
didn't have to make any decisions 
about," she said.

From • the . time she signed the ap
peal until her departure for California, 
Dr. Wilson was . fully engaged in • the 
civil rights efforL Although she did not 
participate in the first sit-ins, she was 
cited for conspiracy, and she was later 
arrested for an “impromptu^ sit-in at 
the old Terminal Station. '

Her younger - sister. Ruby Doris 
Smith, also plunged into the movement 
and rose to the rank of executive secre
tary of SNCC before - her death in 1967 
of a form of cancer of the blood stream.

Dr. Wilson, however, dropped out of 
the • movement in a sense after leaving 
Atlanta to get a master's degree at the 
University of California in Berkeley. 
Burned out ' by the constant involvement 
here, she "turned inward” and became 
more serious about her studies in zool
ogy. While the famous Free Speech__

Julian Bond

If any one person could be called 
the key leader of the I960 sit-ins, it 
would probably be Lonnie King.

Now “43 going on 20," King was a 
Navy veteran and a little older than his 
Morehouse College classmates in the 
demonstrations. Interviewed last week 
at the coffee shop of Dunfey’s Royal 
Coach, he said he and most of . the other 
activists never wanted to be profes
sional civil rights fighters. King, who is 
no relation to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
had intended to seek a Ph.D. in econom
ics before getting “positively - side
tracked" into the movement. .

Although he had not intended to be
come a pro, he did exactly that, working 
for several years as a civil rights spe
cialist for the U.S. Department of 
Health, -Education and'Welfare. He now 
beads his own business. Onyx Corp., a 
research, development and consulting 
firm.

While King's name is heard more 
than any other in connection with the 
Atlanta sit-ins, he emphasized that sev- _ _

—eral other • leaders -and many '“foot'sol-'' —Movement' 'whirred 'on the'' Berkeley' 
diers” deserve the cuediL In addition, he ...
noted that the Atlanta movement was 
part of a bigger movement - that -was 
lucked off in 1909 ' with toe founding of 
the NAACP. The - “spontaneous - -combus
tion" of tbe '60s was -fueled by many 
factors, he said, including a series of le
gal victories won - by the - NAACP, a 
gradual - rise -in consciousness - of Macks 
stimulated especially by the Brown nt
Boardof Education decision -in - 1954, in
creased mass communications and a 
new-found willingness of the black mid
dle class to take a chance.

The son of a maid. King said stu
dents were ffeer . to .. initiate the sit-ins 
because they had po jobs to lose.

Like Bond, he lamented the failure 
to - fostitatkcnillza - the - nwvement. - He • 
cwnpared it to a relay - race. The first „

—¡-rap - .a steoqg-lap, he said, - but 
some - of -’J--------- * -
te-ge Utodwrts staubled-when- they were - . - wra* '-w . . .•

Ben - Brown

campus, she worked quietly in her la
boratory. She later taught junior college 
before going to medical school.

Once she got to California, she said, 
she did not miss the Atlanta movemert. 
“For a while, I was glad . it was over,” 
she said. In thè movement, she “wasn't 
Mary Ann, an individual who was in

, trospective , about ' her life. I ■ was ■. just 
part .of this great cause.” 
. Dr. Wilson said she has wondered 
since “if anything else could grasp me 
that way,”, but despite her . period of in
trospection, she has ■ “come full circle” 
and at 39 has “been looking around” for 

__ “new avenues of involvement."., :..........
Now ■ divorced ' and ' the ■ mother of 

-*■ two, she said she is' .“an advocate .of the 
ehiW-and believes'spriety ’is not ¿pend- 
ing ' enough, roesaey' i°r' -basic • ' 

, _ . needs. “You . jtiHAave. ■'
some of .The'., subsequent ' classes ■ of ' col- • //' going ' to./ 
te-ge Utwdwsts statobled'vhen ■ they were '■ ■.■.■ thing needs .to 'be '

“qeite ■ ■ dtimltiating”■ and caused ■him'-to . baton.:*! don't think' there’s^' ^-■'ren ■ < '
chMQB'Ids career plan*. He had planned '
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Lonnie King

• ■

needs. - “ You . jtiH-Aave- --Te top peopW te^Swl 
• • •.' going ’ C coDefe,". abexaid, “bat wmc- - 
i - - ' - thing needs "to be 'done. to ielp - an child- - • "-Wil 
-’^-"'ren- develop'to -their"ophmd'ievels.”. .
!,£>'- . Youn^tera-who- dD^^-go^on to college, . . 
zz:.—he added, simM betoughtusefd-skilks
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