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Because we believe that racial segregation is basically a moral problem, 
and that coiu^n^ls on human relations should face it as such, our annual 
conference and workshops this year were focused on this theme. James McBBide 
Dabbs has held up a mirror for us to see ourselves as we (sometimes timidly) 
contrast our ■ ' customs' with our ethical standards and learn to make deliberate 
choices.

Dr. M. Carl Holman's address Friday morning, "Some Speec.fics of the 
Inequities of Segregation/’ is not included in these reports. Dr. Holman 
spoke from the publication, A Second Look - the Negro Citizen in Atlanta, 
prepared and published by The Atlanta Coimittee for Coopceative Action, and 
is obtainable from the ACCA com^^1;t^<^<e.

A tape recording was made of the evening address by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., "The Struggle for Racial Justice," and is available from the 
Georgia Comnc.! on Human Reeations office in Atlanta. During the discussion 
period which followed, Dr. King had an opportunity to clarify his philosophy 
of non-violent resistance.

M>re than 200 people registered for the morning session of the confer­
ence, and others came in for the afternoon workshops. Each workshop was well 
attended, the largest being "The College Student in the Changing SooUM. 1 
Approximaaely 800 people, many of whom were white students from the colleges 
and universities in the area, gave Dr. King a standing ovation at the begin­
ning and again at the conclusion of his address. All sessions were covered 
by radio, TV, and press.

Me wish to express our deep appreciation to all those who cooperated in 
making the conference a success? the speakers? the chairmen, leaders, and 
recorders of the workshops; and the participants.
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GREATER ATLANTA COl^I^K^IL ON HUMAN RELATIONS

Richard Hocking, vice-^c^f^a:lman
Dr. Waater C. Cowart, executive director
GEORGIA COUNCIL ON HUMAN RELATIONS

Program Coi:mmitee:
HuUert M. Jackson, chairman
Mrs. Waater Paschhai, co-chairman
Rev. Edw. A. Caaill
Rev. Homer C. McEwen
Mrs. J. Brittain Pendeegrast
Mrs. Sujette Crank
Mrs. Luesta Knox
Mrs. Montez AAbright



THE MORALITY OF RACIAL SEGREGATION

by Janes McBride Dabbs*

We have met here to consider 'the i^m^:^^i-ty of racial segregation. 
The fact itself is noteworthy. The South is not used to checking its 
racial customs against ethical standards. There are, of course, a certain 
nu^oer of people in the South -ho defend segregation on religious grounds, 
even quoting Bibbic^ chapter and verse. There is probably a much larger 
group that iaanttins that segregation is not an ethical or religious maa-ter, 
but is simply a maater of opli-cr action in the msantrntncr of law and order. 
The fact, however, that these people usually grow angry if their view is 
cirLlnntged suggests that they are stirred by something deeper than the 
tdevsatelity of a certain kind of opli■ce action. In my opinion, they seek 
to keep the question on the Iivi! of law because they fear they cannot 
argue it successfully on the deeper level of mooaaity and religion.

It is this type of people who, questioning the leadership of the 
church—a leadership evident at least at the top levels—demand, "Why has 
segregation become sinful since 195U? Are the preachers now getting their 
instructions about sin from the Supreme Cdut instead of from God? ” The 
proper answer is, We get our ideas about sin not only from the Bible but 
aLso from the Supreme Cdut and from any other voice speaking in the world« 
Since the voices of the world are continually changing, our ideas o^ sin 
are continually changing. Many of you, for instance, spend Sunday after­
noons, your conscience sittng quietly beside you, in a wiay admitedly 
sinful two generations ago. But we may be msled by the voices of the 
wold? Of course. But so have men been msled by the words of the Bible,

hear God's word where we can, and interpret it as we can, w_th many 
tragic mm stakes. Often we don't hear it at all: often we misunderstand it; 
and ways of being lost and being saved change w.th the generations.

C3ntsquietly, there are many men today who believe segregation to be 
immoral who, twenty-fivr years ago, didn't give it a thought. Doubles’ 
segregation produced essentially the same bad effects then as it does now, 
but the realization of these effects was far less clear and far wre 
lmited. The main events that have brought segregation under the ethical 
judgment we are expressing here today are, in summary, the growing rdict- 
11^ of the Negro, both academic and otherwise, the movement of the Negro 

d Mr. Dabbs is a planter in MaaeevVile, South GaroPltt. He is a free­
lance wri^ei?, author of The Southern Heritage (19£8. Knopf, New York), 
and o:rrsiernt of the Southern Regional GCnunc!.

- 1 -



popB-ation from Southern farms to the cities of the nation, the attendant 
enlargemeit of economie oppootunity and politicai powr, the sociaL con­
cern of the Anerican publie aroused by the Geat Deppession, with its 
most reeent expression in the enactment of civil rights laws, and, finaLly 
the rorsening of the demeorrtic position in the w>old wth the rise of 
commmism, and the wakening of the white position with the rise of the 
colored races. Believe me, a lofs been said in the last fifty years, and 
he who canno t recoginLze the voice of God in any of it is lost indeed.

A change is occurring right here in the South that helps to explain 
our concern with the woaaity of segregation. By and large, the public 
moraity of the South, especèHy its interracial mooraity, has been a 
maater m>oes, of custom. Tnings nere right because they were cône.
This is stUl one of the main defenses of segregation: it is the custom 
o^ the country. Since it is part of our mmoes, how can it be im-mral?

Wn, it is becoming imneoal.—oa at least is coming under ethical 
eritecise-—because we are mmving from a customary, a folk, a traditimi 
society, where that Wiich is done is right, into a srlf-elnteiossí moedrn, 
indistrial society, the moüity of which continuiHy erodes Hl customs 
and makes many obsolete. With this failure of custom, it decomes incms- 
ingly necessary that we become cmcions of our lives and continuaLly sub­
ject them to ethical eritectse. Without such eritectse, we are headed for 
anarchy.

Now, I’m not sure that we're vise in rushing into the highly moile, 
the highly uncuttomaay society of the indugiai world. The great Irish 
poet, W. B. Yeats, asks:

How but in custom and in ceremony 
Are innocence and beauty bomi?

I don't know the answsr. I'm in favor of ind^us^i^ziali^zat^z^o^n, but I think 
we ought to be more criticai about it. After H, it is oriLy one way of
matding a living; whether we can really live in it remuins to be seen.

Neeeethhless, since our society is mmving at present from custom to 
deliberate choice, we mist learn to make deliberate choices; in regard to 
segregation as in regard to everything else. And now that the question 
of the moorlity of segregation has been raised by ail the forces I have 
enuimeated, it is immoraL not to face it. I'm not speaking at the mormnt 
of the immrallty of segregation, I'm speaking of the immrallty of those 
who refuse to face the ethieli question, who try to dodge the issue, who 
in effect decide not to decide but to continue in the old habits. Elis 
is actually a decision for the status quo, and the person who mataes it is 
im]eeoaL in that he has failed to make a deliberate choice in a maater on 
which the times demand a deliberate choice. Such a person is trying to 
maantain the relative innocence of a generation ago, when the question 
hadn’t yet been raised. But the question has been raised now, and he is 
not innocent, but guilty, if he refuses to face it.

n 
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WeH, let’s face it; that's what we came here for. I ' take it as a 
basic mooal proposition that people should always be treated as ends, 
never as meerns. All institutoons exist for peoipLe, not people for insti­
tutions. The great evU of Nazi Geermany, and of the coramniib states, is 
the idea that man exists for the state.

I take it then, that segregation is imitorraL because it uses the 
individua as a means toward the race as an end. Segregatim was estab­
lished and is maantained for the purpose of keeping the white race in a 
position superior to that of the colmò race. Of course, the officiai 
formula, stated by the PLessy v. Ferguson Supreme Conrt decision of 1896, 
was ’’sepiarate but equalT” ( The Coout was comppsed of nine—or at least 
eight—gracious gentlemen thenl) But the South made practically no _ pre­
tense of livimg up to this formiT-a uitil it bec^rne frightened by its 
impending reversal in the Brown v. Boiard of Ecdiuation decision of 195b» 
Even now, trying belatedly to equalize the two school systems, the South 
tries to maintain the separation because it beli-eves the wh-te race is 
superior, and is trying to guarantee this supeeiooity.

Tiis is a basically immoral pos^im whether the hIiIuI race is 
superior or not. For the focus is upon the race, not upon the individuai.. 
If it vere . txue that every Negro Mere inferior to every Miète, there 
migh't be moni grounds for keeping the two groups sep^ara-te. In such a 
case, aLl the individuals concerned, both white and Nego, mght be bene­
fit ted by the separation, thruge even here it could be argued under the 
Cthistian ethi^c that the superior group was shirking its rlseonsSiilitils 
in pushing the inferior group off to itself. But this, of course, is not 
the case. Many Negroes are superior to many Mhetes, and such Negroes are 
clearly punished by racial segregati-on.

I am largely bypassing the argument that the Negro race is inferior 
and shouLd telrlfsrl be segngated from the wM.te. For m^ssnf, I take 
the scimtific eositisn that this has not been proved; I add to it the 
dernoocrtic and Chhrstian assumptim that men are basically equaL. As 
for the appiarent inferiority of the Negro group in this country, there 
are too msany lxpe-anatory factors for me to assume a racial inferiorlty. 
Segegation itself is one of these factors. Thrrug]h segregation the 
whetes have cut the Negroes off from the maìn strem of culture, have put 
them in a weak and unprivillgld p^sitisn, and have discrminated against 
them ediuationnaiy, culturany, economiccHy and politi-cally; in brief. 
have kept them as a race inferior. Tiis is the genera! moral crndeImnairn. 
of segregati-m as a system; but even more basically immorai. than t^his, as 
I have said, is the intent to discount the person of the Negro—and the 
w^hte—f^r the supposi good of the white race.

I said ’’the supposed good. ” It is poi^isible that the wh.tes have been 
more damaged by segregation than the Negroes against whom we dirlctld it. 
In the first place, . we have possessed gnat power and have used it irre— 
seor.nibly—plrh?.pe we have been more irresesnsibll under segregation than 
we were under slavery. As Lord Acton once said, ’’AAboS.utl power corrupts 
absoSurely.” . How we think we can hold such power over plr]pLe and not be 
corrueted by it is more than I can understand. We are not the gods we 
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think we are. Our present foolish and in the long run futile fight against 
the passage of civil rights laws is a case in point. We clam to be pro­
tecting freedom; we are of co'urse protecting privilege-white privilege. 
BasiciO-ly, it isn't federal civil rights laws we're opposed to; we are 
opposed to any civil rights laws that might give the Negro a fair break. 
We wait to maintain our privileges, codified in segregation, and we call 
this freedom. "Ah, Liberty, wiat crimes are committed in they name"

Bit, in the i^m^osiiti^on of segregation, we Elites commt these crimes, 
or at least these sins, against ourselves as weLL as against the Negroes. 
This wll be the theme of the rest of my talk. For segregation is a bur­
den to the white as wll as to the Negro. B^asi^sa^ly a moral and s^jjritual 
burden, but also an economic and ooSiticsL burden. We have heard of iron 
curtains and paper curtains. Segregation may be called the Cotton Ccutain, 
since oriiasil.y we wove it out of cotton. We can see through it, but dimly. 
Tb St. Paul's glass, • through which Hl men in this life see but darkly, we 
in our foolishness have added a curtain which further Izmfs and distorts 
our vision. Strictly speaking, it cuts down and refracts the light. The 
white man looking Through this curtain at the Negro sees a dark figure 
dimnished in size and beneath him; the Negro looking through this curtain 
at the white sees a light figure increased in size and above him. Is it 
any wencter that the Negro at least, having been made increasingly aware by 
Hl the influences of mootem life that the wiite man does not really 
possess the divinity he has assumed, weaa’ies of the game, and, tearing 
aside the cu-tain, sits down beside us at lunch counters and looks us in 
the eye? The is the whole revolution we' re involved in: from osterns- 
Lisi to deimoracy, and the look straight across the table.

I said the curtain of segregation geneerdly permts the white to see 
only a dark figure, the Negro to see only a light figure. The lWnnments 
of the individual are blurred, ody the racial color remains. The is 
not oily the effect of segregation, it is also its intent: to prevent 
personal reLstiseihioi, or to limit them to such personal meaning as coHd 
flow downward and upward along the iasier-iervsnt, or the superior­
inferior reLstisnihio. Segregation had to prevent full personal relation­
ships. Wthout such a curtain wM-tes could not have exploited Negroes. as 
they have, nor coHd Negroes have accepted such nx?loitctisw, or exercised 
their petty nx0-ositctiswi in return, stealing from us a dime when we stole 
from them a dilar.

As a consequence of segregation, whites do not look straight at 
Negroes or Negroes at wdtes. I don't know whther Negroes find it hard 
to remember white faces or not; their daily bread has depended so much 
upon even our capricious moods that they may have learned to observe us 
closely; but I think we w^h^ites tend to see them as Negroes and that's 0-1. 
They fall into the proper slot, like the punched cards of the com^ting 
machine. Why, in regard to the present student protest moremmnt, it's 
hard for us to see real people; we see a set of cards punched in New York, 
or at least somewhere outside the borders of this happy region. In 
regard to Negroes, we have made of ourselves computing machines and of 
them the cards to compute with. I don't know which is worse, the machine 
or the card. Menwwhie, the Negro as a person gennfaaiy escapes our glance; 
the humorous lips, the tragic eyes, the wise face, the beaatiful face-the 
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curtain blurs these personal characteristics and only the dark color remains. 
And it isn't simply that we thereby Lose the strength that world come from 
the recogn.ti^on of persons and gain only the cunning knowledge punched upon 
cards. We lose aLso the oppootunity to be freely our better selves: friend-, 
ly, courteous, co apasiónate. W Protestants tend to think of the wold as 
a place wherein we are tempted only to do evil; yet momentaaily life is per­
suading us to be good and to do good. God's grace is continu<¿ly operative, 
and the macs k-ike faces of segregation might suggest to us if only the 
curtain wire torn away the elusive mystery of life itself.

Not only does segregation hinder the development in both wétes and 
Negroes of the capacity to be friendly, courteous, and comppasionate, and, 
thus hindering the development of our mooC capacity, is itself imnomsC..; 
segregation aLso makes difficut our ieaLizcticn of the tragic greatness of 
mean. Wat I shsCl say now is the moot fundamenta thing I have to say.. It 
is bad to restrict or be restricted, and tee(dLessls, in economo, political, 
and cultura ways; it is bad to be prevented from expressing, or hindered 
in expressing, one's positive good nature; but, woost of all, is our fear 
as we face the human conation. Perhaps I should say, our fear before we 
face in ourselves the human conndtion. Segregation tends to keep us from 
facing in ourselves this conedtion. Segregation tends to keep us from 
realizing that w^ are human.

I imagine many of you will say, Wny, everyfoocfy knows he's human. Not
in the South, Brother, not in the South. Down here those who get around
to boasting about it are Anglo-Saxon. Tey've forgotten this other point, 
but they have a racial god named Wooden. Tese people ought to go to church 
on Wecdnsday; that's Woden's Day. I'm Anglo-Saxon myysef, and I think 
Aneg.o-ScxQts are human beings; but I also think Negroes are human beings, 
and Russians, and Chinese, and ail the many others. But these Woden-
woshippers don't think Negroes are human beings-not the way Anglo-Saxons 
are. Well, thercT're a lot of Negroes in the South. Tey look like human
beings: they're forked bipeds, like other human beings; they even talk 
Enggish. But your dyed-in-the-wool Ai^g-O-Scxon—if I might risk a horrible 
pun, I'd say ’’your dyed-in-the-wocd” Anglo Saxon, for that's the blue stuff 
they used to dye themselves in—anyway, your íiCL Anglo-Saxon can't accept 
them just as human beings, and so their numerous presence here casts some 
doubt upon his thoug^d-less assumption that the Anglo-Saxon is a human being, 
and, finaLly, that he hi^s^s^^^f is a human being. And that's bad. Down _ that 
road waits qiuLe-b, perhaps even violent, desperation.

Wat I'm trying to say is difficult, and I'm not saying it weÜ. .Let 
me tell you a story. It happened to me. A quarter of a century ago, in a 
mood almost of despair, I suddenly realized that what was happening to me 
happens sooner or laeli to everybody; that I was merely sharing the human 
destiny; that I was simply a human being. With that rlaizctiQt, my mood
passed swftLy from near despair to a joy such as I have seldom known, and 
I was wCking on top of the wold, one with the two milliQt people in the 
wornld. We were walking shouLder to shoulder. I didn't know wtere we were 
going; I don't know now. But whhrever it was, we were going there together. 
toing through tragedy, through darkness, through storm, with patches of 
su^lige•e here and telrl, but over all the wintry wather of the world. Tris, 
as I see it, is wnat it mans to be a human being—cny human being.
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I ask you: Miht, in God's name, has segregation got to do w.th this?
then the intuition came to me twonny-five years ago, I wasn't even con­
scious of the race issue. I was a sort of innocent segregationist, living 
according to the custom of the country. But when, through the world­
movements I have eeeiioied, the custom of the country began to be chaLleng­
ed, I had no doubt as to wiere I stood. I had been baptized into the 
human race, and the various races of men had become for me a superficial 
detail.

Since that my resource has been maii^y, I think, the realization
that we are together; and not in desperation—only he who is alone is des­
perate—but in considerable happüness. And rrmemeeriig the gu.fs that 
once surrounded me, and that nearly swept me down, I am concerned maì^ly, 
I think, to reach across the distance that intervenes between me and other 
human beings, and find the living person on the other side.

Segregation, as I have tried to show, tends to keep this person from 
coming alive for me, and to keep me from coming alive for him. Here we
meet, two ship-wrecked sa Hors—as ail men are or are destined to be—two 
ship-wrecked sailors on the wide sea of the wold, and what I mmot deeply 
need to know from him and he from me is, Wiat is the reckoning, and 
whhther are we bound—if anywhere? But how can a commuter ask this of its 
card or the card of its computer? And so we «drift by one another, with at 
best a polite, though under segregation, a formal haUL, and we are again 
alone. But now each of us is waker instead of stronger, because each of 
us saw what looked like a man, like another human being, but neither could 
hail him as such, and now we begin to doubt both the aueeaity of others 
and of ourselves. For we recognize in ourselves only that which we recog­
nize in others.

It is hard enough to cross the natural gu.fs that separate men one 
from another, but cross them we must or we are lost. Many men are lost. 
Yet we in the South have added to the natural difficulties of life the 
artificial watt of segregation. It's existence strikes at the very core 
of man's being. I dare say the men who buûlt it thought they were pro­
tecting t^hem^6^e^^«^!s. I dare say that many men who not try to shore it up 
also think they are protecting themselves. They may be protecting their 
prestige and their property—though I don't think they're doing much for 
their race—if that means anything. But themselves? Themmslves they are 
destroying. The destruction of the public school system that some of them 
conteníate is, in this light, only an episode.

I am glad with you that we are awakening here from our deadLy slumber; 
that we are facing the real problems and asking the pertinent questions. 
Evidently there are some people in the South who have the courage to be 
where they are.

■a- * *
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EDUCATION IN GEORGIA

Chcd.rman, Ms. Edward M. Vmson Recorder, Ms. Suejette Crank
Leader, Dr. Ross Green

Some Propossiions about Education and Georgia

1. The quiüty of a person’s education is a fenction of the breadth, variety 
and depth of his expériences in and out of school. The better educated 
his parents, teachers, friends and so forth, the better educated he vwll 
tend to be.

2. Learning is a cemuUative affair and requires time, lots of time, if it 
is to reaLly change the individuiO.. The importance of some particelar 
learning expérience, e.g., a year's instruction in arithmetic, is by 
itself sull.

3. The importance of a learning expérience depends on the extent to which 
it fits into a continuons sequence of expériences. If an expérience 
is related to previous learning and becomes a foundation for further 
learnirg it is very im^otant because it continues and may even accelerate 
the rate of developm^e^t. Thus an improvement in the conditions of learn­
ing leads by itself to further iu?rovemunt.

11 • Inadequate lcarting conditions if prolonged have severe deleterious effects.

5* In the past, on the average, the qugaity of education offered Negroes in 
Georgia public schools has been mrkecdLy inferior to that offered wlhtes.

5a. Negro adiu.ts raised in Georgia have had, on the average, an inferior education.

6. In the past, on the average, the qu^Hty of education offered whites in 
Georgia public schools has been inferior to that offered in other states.

7. On the average, Georgia schools have improved drlmalicalaLy in the past 10
to 15 years.

8. Negro schools in Georgia have improved at a greater rate than the white
schools, on the average, but in absolute teras the gap has widened in the 
past 25 years.

9. Geeogia's whhte schools are still not up to par.

10. On the average, G^c^or^i^a's Negro schools are still inferior to its white 
schools wth respect to

A. per pupil capital investment
B. per pu^üL curent expo^d-ture for instruction
C. teacher salaries
D. teachers* knowledge of sub je et miter
E. student achievement
F. at-tendance (coxuities onLy)
G. caassroou space (cities onLy)
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11. On the average, Georgia city (independent) systems are better than county 
systems•

12. City Negro systems are better on the average than county Negro systems but
are more crowded.

13. City wlhite systems are better than county systems on the average and are 
not more crowded.

lh. Geoogia Negroes are mgr a ting to the cities.

Some Inferences from these Propositions

1. The average educational status of both Georgia Negro and white citizens 
is improving, W.th the Negroes improving at the greater rate.

la. The absolute gap will get greater before it becomes smaller if the over­
all pattern is not changed.

2. Since Negro schools are still on the average less satisfactory than white 
schools and especially since Negro adiUts, teachers in particular, have 
had less adequate training on the average than their white counterparts, 
the gap is partly self-perpetuating in spite of its diminished proportions.

3. Negro mggation to the cities reduces county incentives to improve Neggo 
schooos, thereby leading to a slowing in the current rate of imp^rvement.

U. Negro mg ration to the cities increases crowding in city Negro schools, 
thereby slowing the current rate of imarovemeen.

Some Connlusions about 
Segregation and Deseggegation

1. Desegregation in Geoggia cities wouLd reduce overcrowding and prevent the 
otherwise probable si owing of the rate of improvement and would provide an 
incentive for the counties to improve Negro schools.

2. Without desegregation the overall average educational, status of the Negro 
population mist remain inferior to that of the wlhite for several generations.

3. Deseggeggtion should have a catalytic effect upon the improvement rate among 
Negroes and therefore ultimately among wlhites as weei. The improvement in 
the backgrounds of the next generation of Negro teachers and other adults 
should produce in at least the generation after that a Negro citizenry equal 
in educational status to the white. The results of desegregation in Louis­
ville, Baltimore and Wa^hngtot, D. C., confiim these conclusions.

Thus, entirely aside from legal, ethicaL, social emooimal or mooaL questions, 
desegregation is a necessity if equal education is to be achieved.
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EDUCATION IN GEORGIA

Cihairman, Ms. Edward M. Vinson Recorder, Ms. Suejette Crank
wader, M. L. H» Pitts

The State of Georgia has made phenomenal, progress in the last decade in 
providing education for all of the boys and girls Ln the state by erecting new 
buildings, improving old buildings and equipment, providing more transportation, 
raising salaries and providing professional service in the area of instructional 
improvemmnn. Sixty mllion dollars more has been appropriated for physical 
plants, salaries, services, etc. The M.nimum Foundation and State School Building 
Programs have received praise from the Naaional Ed^cHon! Assooiaaion. Georgia 
has the largest film library in the woold. These efforts to improve the quHity 
of education for all are io™^enddbbe.

Negro education in Georgia is, I think, 10C% better than it was 10 years 
ago, in buildings, transportation, class offerings, curriculum, quality teaching 
and higher education. Ho^ev^e^i* , ten years ago it was a dismal picture. To 
increase this by 100 % sounds good, but ehat it was When the calculations were 
begun will affect the impact of the findings in the end. A casual look at the 
expenditures of the state and local systems on all levels of education is a 
shocking and disheartening sight.

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION

Since 1951-52 the state has provided a stipulated amount per teacher for 
and operation. It is my understanding that during the school year 

1960-61 the allocation will be $l-50.CC per teacher excluding sick leave. There 
are counties in Georgia whose records will indicate that thousands of dollars 
which by every right ought to have gone for the maintenance and operation of 
Negro schools have never-reached the individual schools or classrooms for 
which they were intended. Janitorial services and supplies are ie]niei to hundreds 
of Negro schools in the state while adequate services and supplies are provided 
for wlhites in spite of state allriltirn of funds for both. We have found that 
at the local level we have no assurance that local boards when left alone will 
provide fair distribution of allocated funds. There is one county in Georgia 
w.th more than 3,000 Negro students and less than 2,500 white students where the 
State School Building Auuhooity has spent more than half a milion dollars in
constructing five new buildings and there is not a jld-trr in the entire county
working in the Negro schooos. This situation has existed for more than ten years.

TRANSPORTATION

In too many cases and in too many iounnies the problem of inadequate 
transportation for our children could be greatly alleviated by the careful 
rerouting of the bus routes. Such re-routing would go a long way in the anni- 
hilltion of gross discriminatory practices, based on racec The practice of buy­
ing new buses for white schools and giving the old buses to Negro schools is stijbl 
a glaring blight on the educational highways of Georgia. Negro boys and girls 
many times have to wait an unduly long time in Hl kinds of weather after having 
already walked a long distance to ride in substandard unheated and overcrowded >
buses and then have to get out in the mud and go to school in a building where 
they in many cases serve as janitors in unfinished, illeqquipped bu::iliings.
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SALARY DIFFERENWB

The average salary for teachers in Georgia is about $3,600,00 advancing 
to $li,000.00 in ten yea^. Georgia loses about 3,500 teachers a year. There 
is a shortage of both white and Negro teachers. By 1963 there will be one 
mi 1 Unn one hundred sixty thousand children of school age. Less than a 
mi^irt are now enrolled. In lomparing Geeorga's average salaries with other 
stales the picture would be as follows:

Georgia $3,625.00
South CCrolina 3,305.00
Florida 1^,980.°0
Alabama 3,885.00
Miisissippi 3,720.00
TeIttessgg 3,575.00
North Carolina 3,970.00

Nation! Average $1,775.00

In 1957 a sample study by the Georgia and Education Association
showed that in more than W of the lrunties in Georgia where salaries are 
supplemented by the local systems, Negroes are discrmitated against apparently 
on the basis of race. In all probaaiity this situation still easts. Salary 
supplements are paid to wlhte teachers and not to Neggoes. This prac-ti^ce cannot 
long be continued without adding immeasuably to our already rver-burdgtgd, 
mi smderstrrd and msitterargted situation, thus increasing the present tension. 

the list of additional wate teachers employed by local boards is considered 
in this mater, the differentia is brought into even sharper focus.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Negroes lompaisg about one-third of the total school prppUatirt of the 
state and funds and services ought to be aioted on such a formula if we are 
going to live by the ruling of the Court of 1896. As for the number of 
schools in 19k9, there were 1,596 wate and 2,310 Negro schooos. In 1959, since 
lontoridatirt, there are 1,3iU schools for wate and 556 for Neeroes. In many 
instances of conso0idatiot the wlhites have been disadvantaged. About 18,0°° 
of the 3°,0°° high school graduates of Georgia do not go to college. This 
suggests the staggering need for vocational schools and junior colleges. The 
state spends more than three mUion dollars per year on vocationa schoois 
owned and operated by the state for wate and nctatg for simlar groups who 
by accident of birth are born black. There are 11 junior colleges for whites 
and none for Negroes at present. Three are in prospect. Negroes do not get
onne-footieth of the funds allocated for colleges and untvvesStigs. Improvement 
in this proportion is not now even planned.

Even though the state allocates textbook money for students on the basis 
of race, still in many counties Negroes get the used books and the new ones 
go to the wate schooos.
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Eduuation for Negroes in Georgia is better than it was a decade past. 
However, the gap is siili wide and widening between what is true of opportu­
nities for Negroes in the state and that for ehites. These concd-tions and 
many more are the direct and indirect causes of increasing tensions in the 
state. Many, f not moot, of our educational problems in Georgia ineoleing
race are not the resuLts of the Supreme Court Deeision of 195^» wlhLch .
apparendly is not acceptable to the South, but are the results of^he Deci­
sion of 1896, which apparendly was acceptable to the South, Continued. delay 
on the part of the p^o^z^’ticaL and educational leadership in the state will . 
only serve to widen the gap o^ unequal oppporiuinties and increase the tensions, 
which already have us sitting, as it were, on a polder keg. The many inequi­
ties and problems that preeent our state offering a better _ educational oppor­
tunity for all could be aLL^eeiat^ed if all of tifose responsive w^id^d^make a 
sincere effort to improw the quality of education for all of the chiL.dren of 
Geeogia. Our grow^th as a state, with our great human and matteial resources, 
is being sabotaged by this delay and continued discrìmination, „
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SOCIAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF SEGREGATION

Chairmans Dean Wh-tney Young

Leaders: Dr. Rives dhalmers
Dr. Paul Clifford

Recorder: Mrs. Harry Boybi

The workshop panel on the Social and Effects of Segregation
was conducted by Dr. Rives Chalmers and Dr. Paul Clifford, with Dean Wh-tney 
Young presiding. Dr. Young introduced the topic by pointing out that the 
19>U Supreme Count decision had a psychological basis in that it pointed 
out the inherent iioirimaoatzirs of segregation.

Dr. Chalmers discussed the psychological aspects of segregation as they 
affect the white group. He pointed out that segregation shuts a human being 
off from. a portion of hmsslf, inasmuch as "Each of you is me, and I, you” • 
With segregation, the white person has separated himself from a part of his 
human self on the basis of color. .

Dr. Chalmers explained that this is a part of the process through which 
the South is going in its effort to grow beyond the experience of slavery. 
The white group is attempting to grow in relation to teooioss which it does 
not know how to hancd_e. Segregation is the resuLt of these tensions and of 
fear. The fear, in turn, is projected upon the ^mm-aity group. Under segre­
gation, he explained, whites tend to perceive as fearsome their own inner 
feelings WiLii they do not understand, and then to project their fear onto 
the Negro. Human beings rely on force when they are unable to love, and the 
use of force to obtain separation of persons or races is imma■L^e^e. Wien we 
destroy another person, in this process we fail ourselves. It is imposible 
to appreciate a parent as a person unil you are a person yourslf. Agres­
sion can be ezxpressed in pseudo ''love" rllltiosLsiio (not love between e^auas). 
It is necessary to reach some degree of self-awareness and oelf-acclptascl 
before being able to accept others as equaLs and to love others as equuaLs.

Dr. Clifford discussed the effects of segregation upon Negroes, especially 
^.1^^. Hi pointed out that a rejected mnooity status has a detrimental 
effect on the plrornsaity of ciilirls, and as a result, of aduuts. The 
children of a mncoity group learn of their inferior status at an early age, 
and react with deep feelings of inferiorty and iumLiatios. As a resuLt, 
great connf-icts often arise. How successfully children cope with these con­
flicts depends upon many factors, such as the stability and quaHty of family 
rllationo,thl amount of love and guidance received, etc.

Some of the harmful effects of this inferior status are that the Negro 
chUd assumes that skin color is impootant, that he must show deference, that 
he is excluded from job, housing and liucaa;iosal rpoootueniils. Often he 
accepts as his own picture the stereotype supposed to characterize the Negro. 
No Negro chUd in Ammeica completely escapes these consequences.
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Aiother result of discrimination and segregation in the Negro’s. psycho­
logical development is low self esteem.» Still another is anger, which is 
often converted into anxiety or into a show of good honor in a attempt to 
deny the anger. Many Negroes resign themselves to an acceptance of the 
status quo.

Dr. Young pointed out that both whited and Negroes suffer from segregation. 
He explained that Negroes are deprived of o^P^oott^rnt^tLes and forced into an 
inferior status, then condemned for being inferior. In other words', the 
comunnty uses the results of inequility to sustain inequaaity. People grow 
from experiences in ’’differentness”, from being able to see and knew people 
and places that are different from those in their com^iu^n^iie^is. The world 
is growing smaaier each day, and we are continually being exposed to sociaL 
change. To what extent are we preparing ovurselves and our children for 
tomorrow’s world? . . ..
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RELIGIOUS BASIS FOR INTEGRATION

Chairman: Rev. Lamar Clements

Leaders: D1. Homer C. McEwen
Dr. John M. McGGiun.s

Recorder: ELLa J« Baker

Workshop Session #3 was chaired by Rev. Lamar Clements, Director of the 
Social Service D^ivLsi^on, Greater Atlanta Coonncl of ClhLuclhes. Rev. Homer C. 
MdEwen, First Connereaaional Church, and Dr. John M. McGGnnns, CaaPtol View 
Baptist Church, served as discussion leaders.

The group opened with an attendance of 10 men and 8 women, but was increased 
to 13 men and 10 women during the session. The professional and occupttional 
interest range of the group included severaL ministers, an indussrial purchasing 
agent, retired government workers and students.

PROCEEDINGS

The title of the group was changed from ''Religious Basis for Integration” to 
''Ctuistian Basis for Integration” by the discussion leaders who indicated that, as 
Protestants Miniiters, they did not elect to speak for aLl religions.

Rev. McEwen opened the discussion by stating that in order to develop a 
reasonable basis for a Cthistian approach to an open or integrated society, it was 
necessary to examine some of the commonly held concepts or theological dogma in 
our folk culture. He em>Paaized that----

a) The literal translations of the Bible are not God's final 
work; but he still speaks to those who seek to do His will*

b) Men do good, not because it is good, but must be mooivated 
by spiritual incentives;

c) Belief in CbhiLtiaiity is not designed, primaily, to make 
life easy or make people happy. Its primary aim is to 
bring the human personnaity into full flower by rising to 
the challenge inherent in a kinship vwth God.

Dr. McGGnnis continued the discussion by focusing on the basic oneness of 
msnkind, and man's identity with God. He pointed out that----

a) The essential biological likeness of all human beings is 
not only obvious, but amply established by scientific 
findings;

b) God's estimate of the individual, as revealed in the 
declaration that man was created in His image, justifies 
a religious or CChrstian "basis for racial iitegregatioi. 
For, to offend man is to offend his Creator;

c) Man is made for feLLowship with God and with his feiowmen;

d) Love and brotherhood are the deepest essentials of 
C*hintia]iLty.
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QUESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS

The group did not attempt to reach fixed conclusions, but the questions 
and observations were revealing and segggltive.

Several rersons were o<artiielaIly concerned with whether the Bible could 
provide "proof” for integration. It was felt that this was impootant because of 
the number of less literate church memmbrs who have bus indoctrinated to believe 
that the Bible supports racial segregation and cite such stories as Noah1s curse 
on Ham as proof.

Other questions rlioli were:

■a a) Should Negroes attempt to attend white churches?

b) If churches are iotlgratli would Negroes lose leadership 
roles?

c) Should Negro church rnernmers welcome wh.tes to their churches 
when they are not invited to visit the white churches?

d) H ow can a liberal CChrstian have felrwShip with such 
segreggtioin.st church membbrs?

These questions provoked the folLoobservations:

a) Since literal, esschoOzarly iotlrorltltioso of the Bible 
m^i^^it well be used to support either segregation or inte­
gration, debates on ’’proof” found in the Bible probably 
would generate more heat than light among conservative, 
provincial churchmen. It would appear to be more promising 
to try to broaden the experiences of our less literate 
brothers and sisters, and in the meantime, rem-nd them 
that the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man are 
joint tenets of the Chhrstilo faith, not to be separated.

b) It was felt that the purpose of going to church should not 
be to break down racial barriers, but when then is honest 
desire to join Ln worship, Negroes should not hesitate to 
go to white churches.

c) Because the nnd for mintaining even limited interracial 
fllOoesiip is so lssennial to breaking down racial barriers, 
it was felt that Negro church m^i^t^b^rs should accept visits 
from white church m^imbers, ivio though orbbtiing always 
happens when the white church is scheduled to play hoot.

d) As to whether integration would reduce leadership roles 
for Negroes, it was observed that the gain made is elim­
inating this enChiistiao practice would far out-weigh any 
possible loss rlseltiIg from leadership displacement.
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i) Although it m.ght be difficult for a ’’libm!” CCrrstiao 
to felOoeohip with arch olgrlggaionn.sto, it is a GChrst-ao 
im>oe’ativl to withhold judgement, and to seek creative 
feiowship for purposes of redemmpion.

The disturbing observation was made that io the next five years, the 
Chhrstiao church would be the moot segregated iootitetioo io the South, because 
the conservative church says this is our stand and here we stay.

Howerer, it was agreed that the ioiivideaL Chhrstiao should feeL himself 
expendable io the effort to resolve the monaa. contradictions of our times.

Instead of «^fthat shall I do to L^oh^xr^^ eternal life?”, the mature question 
should be, ”Wiat cao I do to l0ioeragl love and dim-nish hate?”
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THE COLLEGE STUDENT IN THE CHANGING.SOUTH.....
■ K ■*  '

ClhLiimln: Dr« Tilman Cothran ,

Leaders: LorinLn King
James ALrutz

■ 1 i
Recorders: Coimie Curry . -■ J- ■"

Reverend Otis Moos, Jr.

After a welcome from the Cthtirman, Cornu-e Cirry, Lonnie King and James Arutz 
each made a statement based on their understanding of and experience with the 
"Southern student movemeen." Miss C^urry cmmeited that in light of the move­
ment the afternoon's topic m.ght well be changed to ''The Changing Student and 
the Old South." On. the basis of visits to many of the commu^ti-es where "Sit­
ins" had occurred., and after talking to many of the student leaders involved, 
Mi ss Curry felt that several geniealizlticis could be made; (1) The different 
ways in which the movemmnt has become maniest in each clemniity m<akes it impos­
sible to believe that the movement has been organized or directed by any one 
individual or organization-—it actually began with the spontaneous action, of 
four frehimen in Greensboro, N. C., on February 1st. (2) The student leaders 
in each cnmaunity show a very great mtuuity and sense of rnstoniibility; they 
aren't demolitratnng for the sake of it and they seem quite aware of the dangers 
and nmmticltnlns of their lctilis. (3) The student leaders involved show a 
great amount of unwilingness to accept the old order or older leadership, and 
their courage and eete:^mLnatnon seem to indicate that the mn^<n^e^liiu will not die 
out w-th the summer vacations. (U) The e^^<n^G^3nt has caused a certain amount
of awakening on the part of white students in the South. They are bngnnnnig to 
question the contradictions in the theory and actuality of Chhrntimity and 
demooracy and are concerned about the golf between what they are being taught 
and what they are allowed to practice.

Mo King, who has been quite active in the Atlanta student md'emmen, pointed 
out that activities this year have done much to dispel apathy on Negro cammpues. 
He felt that the students were taking the ideas that they were being taught 
in class and turning them into action which they feel sure will bring them true 
freedom ■ and eiUcHty. The students have become dedicated to the movement and, 
as M. King expressed it, the goals for which they are struggling have become 
indeed, "a mgnificent obsession."

MTo Arutz discussed some of the eL^€ec^I^ius involved Ln the response of white 
students to the movemmen. He pointed out that there had been much less wMte 
student involvement in the Deep South than there had been in some of the border 
areas like North CroHina. He emphasized that the movement had caused response 
in the Noth, not only in terms of fund-raising and sym>athy demolituation, but 
also by having Nolthern students nxlm.in discriminatory policies in their own 
situations. The greatest problem in the South, according to Mr Alrutz, is to 
get rid of the apathy that pervades most of the white cnm>Pues, to get the 
students to face the issue and to realize that this is their rnstoniinility, 
and that, to do this, the lines of cummin. ccIioi between the races must be 
opened.

Ater the three opening statements, the fleer was ntnind for questions and 
discussion.
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1 The first question raised wafe why the student movement had manifested 
itself in the economic sphere rather than in the spiritual realn 
of the churches where the true meaning of commmnity should east. 
(Points nade) (1)

(2)

(3)

The churches have taken no lead in shaping people’s 
rinds io accept each other in •Curs tian love. -x 
Churches should invite and be open to all people, 
and this should not have to come about through force. 
Many students ate disillusooned With their churches 
and do net feel they Woori.d respond to the challenge.

2. Is the student movement based on love instead instead of hate?
(1) The basic philosophy of the nove]^^:^^ is that of 

Chhistian non-violence where participants are 
taught that they nust not hate even those who 
persecute then the moos.

(2) This basic love may not always be articulated 
in the different movement's, but it is there and 
must remain if the movement is to live.

3. How have different white com:m:uitint reacted to the movement?

(1) There is sometimes economic reprisal by segrega­
tionists against Negroes in the comuuity.

(2) Some commuities have attempted to ignore it, 
as if in refusing to recognize its meening, the 
movement would disappear?.

(3) In some comunities, tensions have become so 
great, that the ’’sit-ins” are not even to be 
discussed.

k. Vftmt is the true purpose of the "sit-in” movement—is it to test 
a law. or dram^t:^ze the issue, and is it the right tene?

(1) Time is not the question. Wien yetrs and yetrs 
pass by Wth a continuous d^in^^^ZL of basic human 
rights, there is bound to be a. normal eruption.

(2) The hopes to test laws and to dramAize
the issue, but its true cause is the search for 
freedon. The imneSdats goals are not ieeorrait, 
nor are the èstakes in strategy, etc., that Wll 
be made; the fact remai^ that history is being 
made, si^nce the whole ^^61100! has brought the Wiole 
ìssui of freedom onto a different piane. It has 
become a moviment of all those who react W_th 
:Lm?o.tiencs to the ditcour?tgenent and disiliusicn- 
ment often found in Western civilization and who 
are Wlling to ded-cate t^h^e^^E^t^^^ves to making the 
basic vaLues of this civilizaticn into reality. "4*

5. What are future plans for the Atlanta M^o^ie^e^i^it?
(1) Stu<dents hope to work With cmmuiity leaders for 

support in their siIicììvi buying ctnpoaLgi and 
other plans in the future.

*ReealstictlLy speaking, it is scrirm.cs that 
shape eoratlty. ((Onttsd inadvertently)
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