The Beginning Of The Chatauqua Circle.
)

I was asked te tell of the feunding ef The U i

It all happened naturally. ¢ w o ercle.
A few years befere the fermatien ef eur circle, and in fact
until quite recently, there was little demand fer graduate werk,

- and ne scheels catered te that class eof students,by effering
summer ceurses as yeu find se many deing new. A graduate was a
graduate, and was allewed te werk ameng the teachers anywhere.
Things have changed, and are quite different new. But it is abeut
then ,and net new Iam te write, because sut of that situatien
:;ﬁe ihings have arisen that have been quite helpful te the indi-
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There was ne requirement, and therefere ne arrangement fer
advance werk. bBut scattered all ever this ceuntry,were men and
wemen ,whe lenged fer mental imprevement and culture,and these
eagerly accepted the timely effer of the Chatauqua ~ecture veurse
with its attendant Heme Study Ceurse,and a Lecture feast at
Lake Chatauqua,during the summer.
_ "Thae mawament harcowme aa narnlar thatthensands purﬂued the
;raduatien.

itbeut it.e
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Bisheps, senaters, geverners, presidents, teachers, laymen, lay-
wemen, in fact all whe had a desire for study,and fer persenal
uplift. Biskep Vincent ef the M.k. Churchheaded the mevement,
and his enthusiasm was shared by the mest humble Chatauquan.

The universities weuld net cendescend te the masses,se the masses
made an institutien ef its ewn, and its diplema was held in very
high esteem.

I had the hener and the pleasure ef being a pupil. I pursued
the ceurse fer three full years, and eagerly leeked ferward te the
werk eof the feurth, and te graduatien time at the Lake.,and had
heped te pass threugh the Gate.while these whe had finished in
ether years ,tessed reses at eur line.An ambitien fer me ,and a
pleasure fer all. But my plans miscarried. I have never regretted
hewever, the time and leve I spent en that wenderfull ceusse.

The Big Fire destreyed my beeks,I very much regret ,and the ferxe,
sight eof the celleges, and the pesitive requirements of the nduca-
tienal systems havee epened new deers, and clesed the eld enes.

and yet the Chatauqua Lecture Ceusse still stands eut in bright
lustre ,as the pieneer in carrying the escheelreem te the peeple.

Hew did I learn the stery? One of the very finest wemen we
have had ameng usteld it te me.and get me interested in the meve-
ment. She was herself a graduate,and theught it a wenderful thing.
That was years befere the erganizatien ef eur Circle.

The lady was Mrs. Ariel Bewen’the first wife of Dr.J.¥W E.Bewen,
s lady ef unusual attainments ef heart and mind.
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There are theughts that never die. ONE such was hew nice 3t
weuld be fe foerm a Chatauqua study club ef a number ef ladies, and
build and climb and impreve ameng eurselves,and make our own Cha-
tauquawith the ideals of the parent-bedy. Then we could feel that
the things we acquirewitheut the urge ef the scheelmaster were eur
very ewn,because we acquired them ef eur ewn free will.

Mit=—e@=F B = o

Cater'Ss en Jacksem Sty These five were preeent:Mrs.C.H.Johnson
¥rs.Jehn Bell, Mrs. Walter Cevingten, Mrs.U-“ -“ater.and Mrs-J.R.Perte
These ladies teek kindly te the idea, and talked faverably ever the
plans fer ferming such an erganizatien . We had several such meetings
at planning was dene as the idea grew.and finally en the afternoen
ef September 8 I9I3 a permanent erganizatien was fermed at the
heme of Mrs.T.H.Slater.

The efficers elected were: Regent MRs.J.R.Perter.

Sec. Mrs. J.B.Greenweed Treas. UNrs. K .Graves.

Cemmittee on censtitutien and by laws,
¥rs. C.H.Jehnsen , Mrs.Jehn Bell. lrs. J.D. Bibb.

I have led you up te the birthday of The Chatauqua Circle. She

has had 2I since,and is eof age .Let her talk fer herself.
¥reg. J.R.Perter. Ist. Hegent.




