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who havef been, 6r may here-
after be, appointed Commissioners, in virtuc of any act
of Congress, by the Circuit Courts of the United States,
and who in consequence of such appointments, are au-
thorized to exercise the powers that any justice of the
peace or other magistrate of any of the United States
may exercise in respect to offenders for any crime or of-
fence against the United States, by arresting, imprison-
ing or bailing the same under and by virtue of the thir-
ty third section of the act of the fourth of September
seventeen hundred and eighty-nine, entitled “An act to
establish judicial courts of the United States,” shall be
and are hereby authorized and required to exercise and
discharge all the powers and duties conferred by this act.

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted. That the Superi-
or Court of each organized Territory of the United States
shall have the same power to appoint commissioners to
take acknowledgments of bail and affidavits and to take
- depositions of witnesses in civil causes which is now pos-
‘sessed by the circuit court.of the United States; and all
commissioners who shall hereafter be appointed for such
purposes by the superior court of any organized Territo-
ry of the United States, shall possess all the powers and
exercise all the duties conferred by law upon the com-
missioner appointed by the circuit courts of the United
States for similar purposes, and shall moreover exercise
and discharge all the powers and duties conferred by this
act. ;

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the circuit
courts of the United States, and the superior courts of
each organized Territory of the United States, shall, from
time to time, enlarge the number of commissioners with
a view to afford veasonable facilities to reclaim fugitives
from labor, and to the prompt discl;@ e of the dutics im-

posad g 4L . 4

Sec. 4. And be it further onacto%ﬁl at tbc .001'1111.115-
sioners above named shall have concultrent jurisdiction
with the judges of the circuit and district courts .Of .the
United States, in their respective circuits and districts
within the several States, and with the j'ﬂdgcs of the ter-
ritories, severally and collectively, in tern? Um.@ and vaca-
tion ; and shall grant certificates to suclt clz}x‘l}na‘nts, up-
on satisfactory proofbeing made with aiithorty to take
and remove such fugitives from service @r labor, under
the restrictions herein contained, to the Sta‘g#or Territo-
ry from which such, persons may have escp od or fled

Segc 5. And be it further enacted, tha it #shall be the
duty of all marshalls and deputy marshal.lfl to' obey and
execute all warrants and precepts issued under the pro-
visions of this act, when to them directed ; and should
any marshall or deputy marshall refuse to receive such
warrant or other process when tendered, or to use all
proper means diligently to execute the same, he shall, on
conviction thereof, be fined in the sum of 1,000, to the
use of such claimant, on motion of the claimant, by the
circuit or district court for the district of such marshall ;
and after arrest of such fugitive by said marshall, or his
deputy, or whilst at any time in his custody under the
provisions under this act, should such fugitive escape,
whether with or without the assent of such marshall or
his deputy, such marshall shall be liable on his official
bond to be prosecuted for the benefit of such claimant for
the full value of the service or labor of said fugitive, in
the State, Territory or district whence he escaped; and
the better to enable the said commissioners, when thus
appointed, to execute their duties faithfully and efficient-
ly; in conformity with the requirements of the Constitu-
tion of the United States and of this act, they are hereby
authorized and empowered, within their counties respect-
ively, to appoint, in writing ? der“their hands, any one
or more suitable persons, fronfftime to time; to execute
all such warrants and other process as may be issued by
them in the lawful performagce of their respective duties,
with authority to such commissioners or the persons to

be appointed by them to execute process as aforesaid, to

summon and to call to their aid the bystanders or posse
comitatus of the proper county,when neccessary to insure
a faithful observance of the %lause of the constitution
referred to, in conformity with the provisions of this act ;
and ALL GOOD CITIZENS are hereby commanded to
aid and assist in the prompt and efficient exeeution of
this law whenever their services may be required, as
aforesaid for that purpose; and said warrant ghall run
and be executed by said officers anywhere in the State,
within which they are issued.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted. That when a per-
son held to service or labor in any State or Territory of
the United States has heretofore or shall hereafter escape
into another State or Tenitory of the United States, the
person or persons to whom such service or labor may be
due, or his, her, or their agent or attorney, duly author-
ized, by power of attorney, in writing, acknowledged and
certified under the seal of some legal officer or court of
the State orTerritory in which the same may be executed,
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procuring a warrant from some pue of the courts judges
or commissioners aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district,
or county, for the apprehension of such fugitive from ser-
vice or labor, or by seizing and arresting such fugitive,
where the same can be done without process, and by tak-
ing, or causing such person to be taken, forthwith before
such court, judge or commissioner, whose duty it shall be
to hear and determine the case of such claimant in a sum-
MARY MANNER ; and upon satisfactory proof being
made, bqy disposition or affidavit,in writing, to be taken
and certified by such court, judge, or commissioner, or by
other satisfactory testimony, duly taken and certified by
some court, magistrate, justice of peace, or other legal of-
ficer authorized to administer an oath and take deposi-
tions under the laws of the State or Territory from which
such persons owing a service orlabor may have escaped,
with%a certificate of such magistracy or other authority,
as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper court or officer
thereto attached, which seal shall be SUFFICIENT TO
ESTABLISH THE COMPETENCY OF THE PROOF,
AND WITH PROOF, ALSO BY AFFIDAVIT, of the
identity of the person whose service or laboris @laimell
to be due as aforesaid that the person so arrested does in

fact owe service or labor to the person, or persons clainft
ing him or her, in the State or Territory from which such
fugitive may have escaped as aforesaid, and that said per-
son escaped to make out and deliver to such claimant, his
or her agent or attorney a certificatesetting forth the sub-
stantial facts as to the service or labor due from such fu-
gitive to the claimant, and of his or her escape from the
State or Territory in which such service or labor was due,
to the State or Territory in which he or she was arrested
with authority to such claimantfor his or her agent or at-
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be necessary, under the circumsgm‘lcos of the case, to take
and remove such fugitive person back to the State or
Territory from whence he or she may have escaped as
aforesaid. IN NO TRIAL OR HEARING UNDER
THIS ACT SHALL THE TESTIMONY OF SUCH
ALLEDGED FUGITIVE BE ADMITTED IN EVI-
DENCE ; and the certificates in this and the first sec-
tion mentioned, shall be conclusive of the right of the per-
son or persons in whose favor granted, to remove such
fugitive to the State or Territory from which he escaped,
and shall prevent all molestation of said person or per-
sons by any process issued byany court, judge, magistrate,
or other persons whomsoever.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person
who shall knowingly and willingly obstruct, hinder or
prevent such claimant, his agent, or attorney, or any per-
son or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them from
arresting such a fugitive from service or labor, either
with or without process, as aforessid ; or shall rescue, or
attempt to rescue, such fugitive from service or labor,
from the custody of such claimant, his or her agent or
attorney, or other person or persons lawfully assisting as
aforesaid when so arrested, pursuant to the authority
herein given and declared; or shall aid, abet, or assist
such a person so owing service or labor as aforesaid,direct-
ly or indirectly to escape from such claimant, his agent
or attorney, or other person orpersons legally authorized
as aforesaid; or SHALL HARBOR or CONCEAL such
fugitive, so as to prevent the discovery and arrest of such
person, after notice or knowlkdge of the fact that such
person, was a fugitive from service or labor as aforesaid,

shall, for either of said offences be subject to a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollirs, and imprisonment not

exceeding six months, by indctment and conviction be-
fore the district court of the United States for the district
in which such offence may have been committed, or be-
fore the proper court of criminal jurisdiction, if commit-
ted within any one of the organized territories of the Uni-
ted States; and shall moreover forfeit and pay, by way
of civil damages to the party‘injured by such illegal con-
duct, the sum of ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR
EACH FUGITIVE SO LOST, as aforesaid to be re-
covered by action of debt, in any of the district or terri-
torial courts aforesaid, within whose jurisdiction the said
offence may have been committed. /

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the marshalls,
their deputies, and the clerks of said district and territo-
rial courts, shall be paid fortheir services the like fees as
may be allowed to them for similar services in other cases :
and where such services are rendered exclusively in the
arrest, custody and delivery of the fugitive to the claim-
ant, his or her agent or attorney, or where such supposed
fugitive may be discharged out of custody for the want of
sufficient proof as aforesaid, then such fees are to be paid
in the whole by such claimant, his agent or attorney;
and in all cases where the proceedings are before a com-
missioner, he shall be entitled to a fee of ten dollars in

full for his services in each case, upon the delivery of said
certificate to the claimant, his or her agent or attorney ;

PRINTED AND FOR SALE AT THE SPY OFFICE.

dive person, eithor o}

securities of PERSONAL
on the Constitution, by its denial

rdinal Virtues of

punishable with the severest penalties,—

M B E R, ThatSamuel A. Elliott of Boston, voted for this law, that Mil-
dent approved it and the Whig Journals of Massachusetts sustain them i

n this iniquity; ?

- 2, % LR

e

W : 3 —~

oot oo A HIES i cuSeS Wheigh §r0aT Shall no,
the opinion of such commissioner,

t in
warrant such certifi-
cate and delivery,

inclusive of all services incident to
such arrest and examination, to be paid, in either case,
by the claimant, his or her agent or attorney. - The per-
Son or persons authorized to execute the process to be is-
sued by such commissioners for the arrest and detention
of fugitives from service or labor, aforesaid, shall also be
entitled to a fee of five dollars each for each person he or
they may arrest and take before any such commission-
ers as aforesaid, at the instance and request of such
claimant, with such other fees as may be deemed
reasonable by such other additional services as may be
necessarily performed by him or them ; such as attend-
ing at the examination, keeping the fugitive in custody,
and providing him with food and lodging during his de-
tention, and until the final determination of such com-
missioner ; and in general for performing such other du-
ties as may be required by such claimant, his or her attor-
ney or agent, or commissioner in the premises, such fees
to be made up in conformity with the fees usﬁally charged
by the officers of the courts of justice within the proper
district or county, as near as may be practicable, and paid
* by such claimants, their agents or attorneys, whether
such supposed fugitive from service or labor, be ordered
to be delivered to such claimants by the final determina-
tion of such commissioners or not.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That upon affida-
vit made byythé claimant of such fugitive his agent or
attorney, after such certificate has been issued, that he
has reason to apprehend that such fugitive will be res-
cued by force from his or their possession before he can
be taken beyond the limits of thejState'in which the al-
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: tate whence he fled, and there to de-
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er him to said dalmant,\ms agent or attorney. And

to this end the officer aforedfid ig hereby authorized and
required to employ so many persons as he may deem
necessary, to overcome such force, and to retain them in
hi's service so long as circumstances may require, The
said officer and his assistants, while so employed, to re-
ceive the same compensation, and to be allowed the same
expenses as are now allowed by law for tﬁmsportation
of criminals, to be certified by the judge of the district
within which the arrest is made, and PAID OUT OTI:”
THE TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES.
Sec. 10. And be it further eﬁacted, That w
person held to service or labor in an

ot in the District of Columbia, sh
the party

remove him to the S
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y State or Territory,
all escape therefrom,
to whom such service or labor shall be due,
his, her, or their agent or attorney may apply to any
court of record therein, or judge thereof in vacation, and
make satisfactory proof to such court of the escape afore-
said, and that the person escaping owed service or labor
to such party. Whereupon the court shall cause a record
to be made of the matters so proved, and also a general
description of the person so escaping, with such conve-
nient certainty as may be, and a transcript of such record
authenticated by attestation of clerk and seal of the said
court being produced in any other State, Territory or
Distriet in which the person so escaping may be found,
and being exhibited to any judge, commissioner or other
officer authorized by the law of the United States to
cause persons escaping from service or labor to be deliv-
ered up, shall be held and taken to be full and conclu-
sive evidence of the fact of escape, and that the service

or labor of the person escaping is due to the party in
such record mentioned. \ Anga Upun e produotian hy

the said party of other and further eyidence, if necessary,
either oral or by affidavit, in (g,ddition to what is con-
tained in the said record of the ideiitity of the person es-
caping, he or she shall be delivered to the claimant’
And the said court, commissioner, Judge or other person
autherized by this act to grant certificates to claimants
of fugitives shall upon the production of the record, and
other evidences aforesaid, grant to such claimant a cer-
tificate of his right to take any person identified and
proved to be oweing service.or labor as aforesaid, which
certifieate shall authorize such claimant to seize or arrest
and transport such persons to the State or Territory from
which he escaped, Provided,
That nothingiherein contained shall be construed as
requiring the production as a transcript of such record as
evidence as aforesaid. But in its absence the claim shall
be heard and determined upon other satisfactory proof,
competent in law.

¢ HOWELL COBB,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

WILLIAM R. KING,
President of the Senate protempore,

Approved September I8, 1850,

MILLARD FILLMORE.




