
THEATER REVIEW 

ff Proposition Stages 
Galvanizing Play 

T1le ~Hpn 1'klCrl Aim/MDV presents LeRoi Jones' 
"Dutchman," directed by Walter Dallas, starring Akbar Im-
hotep and Jacquelyn Mikulencak, at the Neighborhood Arts 
Center, 252 Georgia Ave. S. W., Saturday, March l8, at 8 p.m. 
$5, $3 stildeats. 523-6450. • 

By Helen C. Smitlt 
ConstituOon Staff WrtJw 

Tbe Proposition Theatre Company's prodm?tlon of LeRol 
Jones' "Dutchman" ii a shocking play of ugly truth, enacted 
powerfully by Akbar lmbotep and Jacquelyn Mlkulencak. 

It Is not pretty or agreeable at all. It Is not meant to be. 
It Is strong theater, the kind tbat aeta the mind reeling and 
tbe sloll)&Cb churning. 

"Dutchman" Is I -. play. 'lbe theme C01111!1 out 
loud and ltrong that racism Is an oblcellity. 

But there are no lectuns In tllil galvanizing work, no 
wordy idealized pbllOIIOpblzing. The racism is fought out to 
its violent conclusion by two people on a subway; a white, 
wildly psycbopatbatic woman and a black man, at first ra-
tional and cool, In the end emhwoQed with passion. 

'lbe play Is f1ll1 ot symbolism, tome obvious, aome 
merely suggestive. The IJ'llbway seWng Itself symbolic. Here 
are two people, imprisoned together' In the belly of the earth 
where the ultimate gut-level tragedy will be played out with 
l4!X and violence and ultimate 

I am not 111ggestlng that there is anything pornographic 
about ''Dutcbman," except in to far u It depicts ugly mo-
tives and prejudices tbat live wltbln mankind. 

As the play begins, nothing Is heard bat the grating and 
Jarring noise of a subway grinding to a stop at a station. Clay 
(Imhotep) Is a passenger who aees Lala (Miss Mikulencak) 
on the platform. Be gives her the once-over with biJ eyes. 

That's enough to set Lula In action. She wutea no time. 
A, llhe slithers In beside him on the aeat abe deliberately, 
with ID innocent air, drops lier haDd OD his leg. First abe 
1euel, offers blm ID apple (the eternal symbol of tempta-
tion) out of her pane. Tben Ille tamlta him, feeds him sexual 

. fantuies, challenge ltls lll8lllloocl to the utmost and turna 
11811 and tbrqtening. 

.Clay first nitalm his eool, lrldul1Y gets mared Into 
... falltui-s and tbea explodea witli hate and I desire to kill, 
like otbello wllen be bellevel lllmse1f betrayed by Desde-
lDODL . 

Min Mikulencat, I Flor1dlan making ber first stage ap-
pearance In Atlanta, ii splendid • tbe dreadful Lulu. Im-
botep, who is the Proposition'• llliatant administrative 
director, ii alto fine u Clay, althou&b In the more fiery mo-
ments, the meaning of bis words ii lost in his intense, rapid 
delivery, but never the emotloa. Oae feell what he Is saying 
even if the wonil are garbled. • 

While all tllil ii going an, f\11' ID1lte lllbway riders, each 
with a plastic mast over bil eyes, have entered the 111bway. 
They stand in frozen poaitiODI and never speak. They repre-
aent, director Walter Dallu Aid, tbe apathetic majority, 
black and . white, that lets racilm go 1111 without ever lifting a 
band or uttering a protest. 

They are collaborators not Oll1y In their Inaction, bat by 
tbelr final assistance in toalJlt tbe body off tbe lllbway. 
Which body I will leave for you to find out. Nor will I divulge 
tbe surprise ending. except to say it was the only moment 
which aroused any laughter from the audience. 

''Dutclunan" is I powerhoule of I one-act play, bat it 
•artaiuly is not easy to take. It II brutally lloaelt, but well 
worth the seeing. 


