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proach, and so on it was done untH 
the President reached his office. 

About two minutes later Mr. 
McDuffie came and invited me to 
his room on the second floor of the 
White . House. I was impressed 
with this · fact, as very . few ser-
vants live under · the same roof 
with their eh1ployer, whether they 
be an ordinary . business . man or 
the President of the United States. 

Born in Georgia . 
But if you had listened to Mc-

Duffie's conversation, you would 
understand why the President has 
given him and his other employ-
ees such fine quarters The .room 

is next to the maid's room. It con-
. sists of a bedroom, a desk, com-
f fortable rugs and excellent drap-
ery. , A tele;>horie is in the room 
for his use, and he · had the privi-
lege of living with his wife: Thi$-
was denied him while he was the 
valet .in New York. 

McDuffie was born iri Elberton, 
Ga·., March 14, 1882. · Severi years 
ago he· wa? a barber in· a shop · in 
Atlnt known 'as the -Mc:Buffie-
H,errido:1 Barber ·Shop~ . ·which ca-

. tered to white customsrs. Mc-
Duffie was manager and barber in 
the shop, :and Mr. Herndon, of the 
Atlanta known as -~he - McDuffie-
a stockholder. While actively en-
gaged in th~ barbering prof essii:m 
McDuffie sprained his leg_., making 
it diffict:.lt to sta~ on it ~l day 
to cut hair, •ai1d incidentally while 
waiting on a customer he men-
ti©ned to him that he was quit-
ting the barber business and want-
e<;1 · a job as a vlet. 

Sought Valet Job 
M(!Duffie had been •a valet .to Dr. 

Zoepffel, white, consul for the Ger-
man Empire of the 3outheast di-
vision, containing six . Southern 
states. It ·was while in thjs ca-
piacity that he got a liking for 
valet work. The customer ex-
pr'essed re.gret of his proposed de-
parti.u·e but iniornied him that he · 
would look out for such ·a job and 
would let him know if he . knew 
of anything. 

It happened that at that time 
thfa same customer Vv1i.s selling 
some building material to Mr. 
Roosevelt for · his home in Warm 
Springs, Ga., and w~s inf 6rmed a 
few days later that ~1e was with-
out a valet. Securing this inf ot-
mation, Zoepffel returned to .Mc-
Duffie's barber shop, 

Resigned from Shop 
" I had fo rgotten I had spoken 

to him about WOl;'k," said McDuf-
fie, "when he told me he thought 
he had hit on the job l wanted. 
He asked me how I would like to 
work for Franklin Roosevelt. I 
replied 'Fine.' 

Byron ·and . Shakespeare. 
"The' experie11cg I ·have had · as 

valet -for •Mr. Rqosevelt has been 
an education that one cannot get 
in the s_chools. . What other . pe~- / 
ple talk about I have seen. I have I 
nearly tircl€'d · the United States I 
tvd ce. I have been to Canada by , 
water three times, to Montreal, I 
Paris, Bl:l.hamas Islands . and · iots 1 

. 1 " . of . other p ces. . . . , 
. .When questioned about his talks ! 
with the -President, his reply wa~i : 
"I learned e~rly not to 'talk unleEI, 1 
thete was an excellent opportunity ' 
for the conversation, and that I · 
do not get so often, as the Pre'si- ; 
dent is a busy nian. When ,I do, : 
I refr1ain from discussing his per.: •,, 
sonal affairs, · but discuss things . 
in general. 1'.'rom !11Y a.ssocia.tion ! 
~nd conven;1at10n with hi:tn, I can 
say frankly that the Presiqent i 
does not think. in ter:ns of races, f 
but in tei.;ms of Aniericans; · aid l 
he be1i~ves the .Negro is an Am~ri-
ca:n;'- I heard .eve1;y E.,;,..3-ech he ·made . 
during -~is camp~ign; and never 
did he .single o~t the colored ·peo-
ple. It . was . always ':A:merica]Js.' " 

McDuffie accom~anies the. P~·esi-
dent on all of his trips over land 
or water, but stated that he \va:s 
not ~·eady to fly yet, so . whep. the · 
President made his l;l,erial . fl.igl1t . .to 1 
Chicago to accept his nomination, 1 

:n:cDuffie wa'I l~ft behind. 
Bars , Flying 

"I .alway$ mali~ge to get out · of . 
that in a· diplom:::.tic w:q, .but if i 
he insisted that l . ~Y, I think I I 
,vnuld gol !) 1$a-itl- ~1-enuffie , . . . .... .C·< I 

While the Preside: t , is on his 
vacation, usually McDuffie _is, too. 
"Next to . his wife," said McDuffie, · 
"I am arwnd the Presid_ent more 
than anybi:\~ else. I am the -first 
he SGes im. r, the morning and the ' 
last at nigli't." · ' 

When asked what he- thoug;M of 
the Preside-J!ft as an individua"l, i_n 

. contrast fit a boss; Mac's reply 
was: .. . .·; 

·A Great Man 
"As an ii1dividual, I think the 

President is the finest man iti the 
world. He · ie one that the :,~unblest 
need not fiar · to approach. Any.: 
one who i$· slightly acq..iainted .· 
with him loves h-irn:. He is .thEf 
grpatest hum~nitarian I knov.\ He · 
is . pres-ident ;_ of the Warm Sprms~ 

1 Corporation and allows people .tis 
com-e there and take . baths fre~~ 

"He has found 0ut mol'e-~·about 
infant.ne paralysis than any d_oc-
tor I kno,v, and ~as everythmg 
imaginable for its cure: 

"As a boss ? · I do · not think of 
him in terms· ·of a boss, because }le 
nen-r orders, . but req· .. ests. I thi~k 
of him not as a boss, .but as a 
friend. One thing I can truthfully 
sa y, r ~m working for one great 
n1an." . __ () ___ _ 

"The next Tnursclay I got a J 
te:legram from Mr .- Roosevelt to l 

come to Warm Spr ings and I 
would be met at t11 L- station. I 
left, and after ten minutes ' con-
ve1;sation we rui.,d _cloFed the c.ifla.]. 
r went bacf'""to the. b:.1'her ~lwp 
; nd - got a leave of absence f o~· a 
year,_ beca~s.e , ~-_di~~~t ~~~tow \{~!~ I 
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Zoepffel, ·white, consul for the Ger- When asked what he thou-g;{_1t of 
man Empire of the 3outheast di- . the Presid¥1'1t as an individual, in 
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states. It was while in this ca- was: 
piacity that he got a liking for 
valet work. The customer ex-
pressed regret of his propos-ed de-
parture but iniormed him that he 
would look out for such a job and 
would let him know if he . .knew 
of anything. 

It happened that at that time 
this same customer ,vlis selling 
some building material to M:r. 
Roosevelt for his home in Warm 
Springs, Ga., and w~s informed a 
few days later that 11e was with-
out a valet. Securing this inf or-
mation, Zoep:ff el returned to Mc-
Duffie's barber shop. 

Resigned from Shop 
''I had forgotten I had spoken 

to him about WOlJk," said McDuf-
fie, "when he told me he thought 
he had hit on the job I wanted. 

·.,_.l • 

A . Great Man 
"As an i{1dividual, I think the 

President is the finest man i~ the 
world. He is one that the :.,~m1blest 
need not fear · to appr-oach. Any.: 
one who i& slightly acq.iainte-q , 
with him loves him:. He is the · 
gre•atest hmn~nitarian I knov>'."; He 
is . president : of the Warm Sprins~ , 
Corporation and allows people t~.,. 
come there and take bl;lths fre·e .. 

"He has found eut mol'e~·about 
infantile pttralysis than any doc-
tor I know, and has everything_ 
imaginable for its cure: i 

He asked me how I would like to 
work for Franklin Roosevelt . . I ,' 
replied 'Fine.' i 

"As a boss ? · I do not think of 
him in term~; ·of a boss, because. p·e 
never orders, . but r~q·. ests. I th1pk 
of him not . as a boss, .but ar· a 
friend. One thing I can truthfully 
say, I am working for one great 
man." • 

I 
"The_ next Tnursctay I got a l 

tE.-legram from Mr.- Rooseve.lt to • A 
··.,_ come to Warm Springs and I -

would be met at the. station. I 
left; arid· after ten min_utes' con~ 
versatio.n..:..Ml~haA-.-..ek.e-.e.d the d:fa.l. 
I went bac.K to the h::,rrih slwp 
and--.got a leave of absence for a 
year, because I didn't krtow iust 
how I would like the job . . After 
I had been with him ten days, 'r 
knew · I would like him, and sent 
in 1hy resignation to the barber 
shop." · 

Cut President's Hair 
When asked ,vas his work diffi-

cµlt, his reply was: "It is as sim- i 
ple as it was before the President 
w~s governor of New York. - When 
he became ;;o_vernor, his . habits 
\Vere the same. Nothing at all 
rui:is to his head." 

McDuffie's duties include shining 
the President's shoes, cieaning a,nd 
pressing · hit. clothes, keeping his 1 

hair cut and pr~pa1,i~ and wak-
in,g him up each morning Icn.-- l..i.~ . 

breakfast. Other than that, he l 
has nothing to do with the Presi- ! 
dent's meals. 

"After eating his breakfast, the 1 

President reads . the morning pa-
pers, includin~ the leading N eg1;0 
pape:i:s," stated the valet. "He 
doe~ lots of worK before he g-~ts 
up. He can work five men to 
death while he lies in bed." 

Prolific Reader 
McDuine has nevH been higher 

than the eighth grade, y,et he holds 
an interesting conversati~1 and 
has • a very plra<n~; 1wrso1rnliiy. 
When aske.d how 11e , arronntr.d for 
tbs, he said: 

"I have n,ad all of the Harvard 
tlassics, · several histories, the . 
· \:1.:1- ·. 'D,a 1.,. ...... , ~Wl~N.On. TennYS~~. 
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