. 1 was met by the agsistant Field Director, lir. jiubert uttman,
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LIFE ON THS ALCAN HIGHWAY
S
Hazel uixon Payne

On March 15, 1943, I arrived at ﬂamaon craek.Béc; The weather wag

about vdgzero.v I had been $0ld - previoualy that;I was & pfﬂneer, Eeral.n 7:%
/ -

as I was going to bﬁ'thw first legro woman %o g0 to that a%otion

of the country, and believe me, I felt that piomeering spirit when

and about thirteen hundred mens +he expreaa}on on their fages

eihibited tension, saxiety and a grand appréoiation for a liegro

womene ihey héd been up in theAjooda working on the alean High-

way for one and one half years snd had not seen a @EgTro wonan ' i

during that time,

Army fbat.r ﬁy room was.legatnd 1n1g»oms-story, wooden hat, kx; own
88 the secrestion vlub Fouao for the Eogro goldiorses T0 uy happy
surprise the men had made a drwas§ng table, wash stend, and a
chest of drawers from odd pieoes‘éf wgod’for my eonvenience and
gomforte Lhey had plaged a note én'the dressing tuble that read:
"Po the First Lady of the aloan,gg are rleased to have you and

hope thet you will enjoy the use of this ’‘urniturc as .uch as we

havﬁ enjoyed meking itfor you. You are brave unc huve .o0ne a fine

thing to leave all the comforts of oivilian iif< to oome L0 us
snd may God guide you and keep y0n°§iwé§é;“§ge feél~as if this uarxr : 4
is really worth fighting for no& that you have come to us, and

I know ve will win this ware." after reading this note, I retired

determined more than ever to work vary hard to sid in the winuing

of this ware. I, too, feel as if our pemooracy is truly wveorth

- !
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‘»t.‘nelr stay theres I immgdlately gont no the States to gollcsy

I had béan-instruotod, before legﬁing.the raeific asrca 0ffice of
the meriean ed Cross at <gn Francisco, Galifornia, that the
Becreution ¢lub should oen on.Marah 10 1945, ao the folxowing
days werq spent in sewing curuaihﬁf} meaniz.'g uin\.awa. ai'ran(gmg
furniture, besides the work of having interviewa with saldiera
onnourning their many social, raorgstien and welfare problems. Ihe
enlisted men were wvory kind and aager'to help mske the Club opening
a big suqooaa so, of oourse, on their days off thsy wauld rush

- over to their "Home away Lrom Home"-’the Béh Croos hut--and aid me

in meking eartains and placing of Reg,a girls' pieturcs on the =
walls, which was ono of their sa i Lntara@ta in yiew of the faot X

~that they had not seen any legro wqmen ar pictures of them during‘;

pinturee from friends oflmine thaﬁ mtght be used a8 a pioture

displaye The folk back home should hnve seen them stand for hours
at a time, staring at the pioturea.: ‘

The nagt'soang of interest is ?ound on the right of the door

a8 one'enters the Club, know as tho "snuck bar." On Sunday and

we.nesday nights we served sandwiches, made of minced ham, checse

and potted meat. ZThe moen liked those 1Bry'muoh baocause théy re-

minded them 80 much of sandiwiches eaten at homee.

There is & bulletin board entitled, "Have a Gﬁin," on wh.ch
are found jokes and readinéa of amugsement out from magazines snd
books doncted by the American Red Crosse In the center of the
floor therc are two pool tabtoa and two ping.pong'tablas wh ich
are in use daily from 12:00 a.me until 10:45 peme On the wall

next to the tables seores are kept of tournaments snd tl;e winners
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