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It is a pleasure to come here tonight and to have the opportunity of seeing 

with my own eyes the interest which members of the colored race are taking in 

vital problems which affect the future of our country. This is an important age, 

politically, in which we live. We find significant and far-reaching changes in 

sociology and economics taking place all around us, and whether we want them to 

or not, these changes materiallJt affect our a_aily lives. The rule of life is 

growth and development and we may as well recognize tha.t fact. 

The very existence of an organization calling itself the Colored National 

Democratic League is a wholesome thing for the members of the colored race and a 

wholesome thing for the United States of America. To me it means that the colored 

race has come of age politicallJr; that no longer may you be considered a sort of 

appendage to one of the major political parties, no matter what that party may 

happen to be. 

It is not my purpose to inquire into the reasons or to scoff at the traditions 

vrhich have bound so man,y of your race to membership in the Republican Party in 

the past. Eu t I do say that any debt of loyalty Jrou may have owed has been 

amply repaid, and that from now on it is your duty to yourselves and your duty to 

the country to examine with critical eye the claims of any and all political 

parties before announcing your allegiance. The presence of such a fine 

representative gathering here tonight is a visible evidence that you intend to 

pursue such a policy. 

As a Democrat I have no hesitancy in urging those of you here tonight to 

consider fully the claims for your suffrage put forth by both major parties. It 

is my honest belief that your admiration for our great President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt will increase beyond measure if Jrou study all the vi ta.1 things that he 

has done in the short space of three years to better the lot of the comn1on men 

and women in this country. I ask you to look at the record and to contrast it 

with the measure of empty promises now being broadcast by his poli tica.l 

opponents. 
( See next page) 
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I suppose some of you are a bit skeptical; no doubt if you are accustomed to 

the ways of politics, you have in mind past experiences when men came before you 

in election years to pay lip service to the glories of the colored race and to 

mumble glib promises cf what will be done for you at some future unnruned time. 

We are all more or less acquainted with tactics of that sort and if you are a bit 

doubtful of promise-makers I can hardly blame you, 

There is only one acid test to apply to the words of any man who comes 

amongst you to discuss political happenings and political conditions in this 

country. There is no one who can get away from the implicptions of this simple 

question: "vVhat is the record?" 11 What has your party done to fulfill its 

promises to the negro race in the past?rr 

I'm going to answer that question at the outset of my remarks and I am going 

t('\ call as my first witness, the Honorable Arthur W. Mitchell, a member of the 

House of Representatives from the State of ~llinois , a colored man and a, Democrat 

who, in his public service, has compiled an unblemished record that reflects 

credit upon his race, his party and his country. Said Mr. Mitchell in a recent 

speech: 

"Mr. Roosevelt has appointed more negroes to responsible governmental 

positions than the last three Republican administrations taken together," In 

support of tha.t statement, Congressman Mitchell went on, in the speech to which I 

have reference , and he named the men and women of your race who have been ap-

pointed to public office by the present occupant of the White House, He headed 

the list with Dr. William J. Thompkins, the present Recorder of Deeds here in 

Washington, about whose fitness for that position, or any position of trust re-

quiring ability and character, you are familiar through long personal acquaintance _. 

As Congressman Mitchell pointed out, President Roosevelt did not tell you one 

thing before election and pursue a different course after he had succeeded in 

winning your suffrage. He has proceeded without deviation to see that the colored 

man, as far as it lies in his power , is conceded his economic rights and is given 

equal opportunity with all others in the great work of rehabilitation. 

You have been listening for years to academic discussions concerning the 

right of the members of your race to participate in every way, without fear or 

prejudice, in the civil, political and economic life of this country . The 

ju!:;tice of that right is hardly ever questioned. in the abstract, al though very 

frequently, the matter of performance is far below what was promised . Eut matters 

~f that kind, which got~ the heart of t,he'relations prevailing between men of 

different races, are hardly ever settled by argument or by words alone, however 

persuasive they may be. In the last analysis, it is a matter that depends upon 
( See next page) 
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In that connection I wish to point out a significant fact. It is my wish to 

call to your attention the manner in whdeh the cause of the colored man has been 

advanced in the past few years by the dignity, the kindness and the rare tact ex-

hibited by Congressman Mitchell, by Dr. Thompkins and by other colored men and 

women in the performance of their official duties. They have brought credit upon 

themselves and credit upon their people. This record of substantial accomplishment 

will do more than all the words ever spoken to justify the continuance and expan-

sion of the policy, now employed by the Roosevalt administration, of recognizing 

colored men and women of ability in making appointments to office. 

Once again, in order to demonstrate that what I say is something more than 

the usual political palaver handed to you in a cam:paign year, it is my intention 

to call unbiased witnesses and. to listen to the evidence wnich they present. I am 

going to quote you now a resolution adopted. on February 21 last by the Bishops 1 

Council of the African Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States, .Africa and 
City 

the West Indies. This resolution, as reported in the Kansas/Times, said: 

11 We seek to cultivate inter-racial good--.will and to resist all incitations to 

race hatred, prejudice and unrest. Without regard to political affiliation or 

party ~lignments we have noted the tendencies of the present a!L~inistration at 

\Vashington to recognize merit without rege,rd to race, color or condition. 

nwe hail with unfeigned pleasure the recognition extended to so many of our 

people by President Roosevelt and petition him to carry on his work so well begun, 

to keep open the door of hope, to insure social justice to every citizen, to give 

to one and to all equality of opportunity, full and complete enjoyment of all Con-

stitutional guarantees -- equal and exact justice before tha law.IT 

In my opinion, the resolution adopted by the distiilb>uished Council of :Bishops' 

sets forth in convincing fashipn the reason why the Roosevelt administration is 

entitled to the sympathetic support of every man and woman who believes in the fun-

damental principles of our 6overnment. The Bishops were thoroughly acquainted with 

the record of the administration wh en that resolution was adopted and they knew 

the praise heaped upon President Roosevelt was well-merited. 

There i[1 another significant fact in connection with the list of colored men 

holding responsible places in the federal government, which deserves special atten-

tion at this time. Congressman Mitchell revealed that colored men have been g iven 

positions of trust in the Commerce Department, the Labor Department, the Interior 

Jepartment, the Agriculture Department, and in the Resettlement Administration. I 

want you to bear in mind that those Departments, in the main, have been given 

jurisdiction over the emergency spending policies of the federal government, over 

those funds which have been authorized to prevent starvation, to provide employment 

( see next page) 
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for those in need, and to begin the job of remedying old economic wrongs that 

should have been undone generations ago. In considering the spoed with which 

it was necessary to establish new agencies, think how fortunate it was for the 

colored race to have its own members given places where they could make sure 

that no group was overlooked in the great task of rehabilitation and relief. 

Always there was a sympathetic person at hand, a man of your own race, who could 

say if necessary "Hold on a minute, please remember that the colored man, no 

matter how humble, is entitled in justice to receive the kindly aid of Uncle Sam 

in this great emergency." 

There are many of your race in responwible positions whom! haVJe not the 

time to mention but who command the respect and admiration of all good citizens. 

:But I must say a word in honor of your President Dr. Williston whom you all love 

and admire. Dr. Williston has great and :p ro~)hetic vision. He became a democrat 

in 1912, and at that time it was not so hea lthy for a man of his race to be a 

Democrat in N. C. His ov:n ·Deonle resented it at t hat time and showed their - ,. 

resentment on various occasions in a forceful manner. But those times are 

changing. Dr. Williston is a firm believer in th6 idea,ls of democracy and es-

p_ecially in its obligations, Never forget that tho acquisition of Liberty 

carries with it r esponsibilities otherwise it soon degenerates into license. 

Remember that the right of citizenship is the greatest of a.11 human gifts and 

must not be bartered away like a mess of pottage. I am glad tc pay this short 

tribute to Dr, Williston whose enthusiasm and devotion to the democrBtic cause 

is appreciated by all of us. 

We are all familiar with the fact that the heart-breaking economic de-

pression through which this country passed placed. an almost intolerable burden 

upon the poor folks who never earned enough to lay by a surplus for troubled 

times and who found themselves without employment when the depression was at its 

height. The spectre of starvation, of cold and misery, was an actuality in so 

many cases that we h2,te t o dwell upo n those fa.cts. We know that discAnsion and 

and despair and reb ellion live ancl ·prosper -under condi ti or:1.s of that sort. Let 

it be said that, to the eternal r.:lory of the colored race, des:1i te the suffering 

which the poorer classes were compelled to endure, they bore themselves with a 

_courage and loyalty to their governnient and. to their fellow-men that vrn n the 

admiration of all. The radicnl and extremist, who thought to profit b~y- the 

misfortunes of the poor colored people, found himself greatl~r mistaken. Tho 

patriotism of even the humblest of your race was made of too stern a stuff to 

blov.r away in the face of a temporary ca.lami ty. 

Let us turn now from a consideration of the s pecific things which the 

Roosevelt administration has done for the men and women of your acquaintance 

(see next page) 
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to the larger q_uesti on of whe.t has been done fo r the nation as a whole, I feel that 

you are too ll"'lyal to your country to feel tha t what the administrat i on has done for 

you :.9ersonally is the measu re by which it must be judged, Y~u feel as we all ~o 

that the present Democratic administration must stand. or fall on its reco:rd of 

accomplishment upon behalf of the whole people , regardless of raee, creed ~r cclcr, 

Under the American system of government, it will never be po~sihle for any admini~-

tration to succeed unless it observes the fundamental truth that no man is too rioh 

or too poor to be denied his essential rights, 

The record made by the present Roo$evelt administration in offiee is too well 

kn~wn to all of you to need repetition by me at this time. The memory of closed 

banks, of bl'ead lines and. soup kitchens, of unemployed men and women deprived even 

r:,f hop e, is too strong within you to need recalling. Even our Republican oppo-

nents have given up the job of tr:,ing to convince t he American people that pros-

perity has been retarded by the New Doa.1. How can they even hint such a thing 

in view of what is taking place in this country? While the rest of the world lags 

behind, the United Sta tes has moved forward economi cally under tho vrise leadership 

of President Ro osevelt until we are approaching t he l evel of production and con-

sumption which preva iled in 1928 and 1929. Factory chimneys are belching forth 

bl_ack smoke once again; railroads a.re doing a bigger business than they have in 

years; people have money to buy automobiles and radios and those other modern in-

ventions which make life more enjoyable; the farmer is getting a living return ff'r 

his product~ after many ~rears of hard struggling -- in a word pl'osperi ty is on its 

way back in a great, big substantial way~ 

The spirit of the country has changed; optimism is replacing pes~imism and 

even our great industrial leaders, who somehow always s eemed worried when ;rou did 

s~mething for the poor p eople, are predicting that good times will continue and 

that the vo1ume of business will continue to increase, Many compa.nie~ including 

the great General Motors, are making more money than ever before in history, The 

duPont Company made more than $55,000.000 last year althoug)1 the duPent family 

members who control it are doing their best to discredit the achievements ~f the 

Roosevelt administration through the activities of the misnamed Am eriean L_iberty 

League. It is ;ny recollection that everything the Leaeue stands for we had in 

1932. Do you wish to return to that kind of Liberty? Do ;:-rou wish to go back to 

the days when no one was making money, when half our people we~e starving without 

even the pri,spect · of obtaining work? I know you d.on't and I doubt ver~,r much if the 

duPonts and their allies would r eturn to those days, even. if they could.. Now that 

President Roosevelt has brought the country back, they v_1('1uld lilee to tismiss him 

from office and turn over the reins of government to some lesser ma.n whom they 

can control, ingratitude seems to b e one ~f the chief products of the duPont 

( see next p~ge) 
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Company. But I feel these men are in for a rude a~rakening if they think that the 

.A.rnericRn p eople are going to dismiss a great leader merely because he refuses to 

knuckle down to the wealthy and powerful. 

The sober fact is that I doubt very much if the eminent gentlemen who control 

the Liberty League , and who are fabulousl~r weal thy, v-rou la. rest very easil~r if they 

actually thought their campaign to get rid of President Roosevelt was going to be 

successful . There was a time - - and only a couple of years a.go -- when thoy 

needed him badly and I suspect that they are wise enough to know th~t they may 

need him for a few yenrs more . Of course they scream about government spending, 

and quite naturally they hato to see the President courageously going to tho aid 

of poor people who are unable to help themselves , but these Liberty Leaguers are 

a bit wiser than they pretend. to be . They realize that government spending has 

done more to ensure their own prosperity than it has that of any other class. But 

now that the war agninst the depression has been won , thcysimply don't vmnt to pay 

the cost . They complain p,bout pciying tRxes. They remind me of our European wnr 

debtors; those countries wore willing to borrow the mone;r b1...1. t Rftor victorv was 

theirs , they declined to pay us brwk. Thc!t's just the way certri,in we,althy folks 

arc acting today. 

It I s cxtromel;r difficult for any one connected with the Roosevelt r-1.dministra-

tion to answer our political opponents becnnse no one yet has discovered whP.t it 

is they are complrtining about. The country is better off , people a.re happier, and 

we face the plePvsing prospect of contentment at h<bme and peace with foreign n::-i.tions. 

A few months ago spokesmen for the Reuublicnn P_0rty were sh011ting that the Presi-

dent was a Socialist and a Communist, That worked well for a fOYJ' v·eeks until/some-

one pointed out that prr,,,cticn,lly all the Republicans in Congress voted for the 

measures which President Roosevelt 3-dvocated. And on top of thri.t, it wn,s pointed 

out that most of the RcpublicR.Il candid8.tes for President were advocat ing the sRme 

policies so the issue of Socialism and Communism had. to be dropped . Then someone 

suggested thr:t the administration was attacking the Constitution. The only trouble 

with that nrgu.ment was thP..t it was prett,7 hnrd to convince lnboring men and farm-

ers thr-t the ri.a.rninis trRtion wr.s o.tto.cking their rights by tr;ring to give them a 

living wage and decent hours of Y!ork . The n.verrge men is too smr.rt to beli'eve 

nonsense like that , Next the Reuublicnns shouted thpt Mr • . Roosevelt was endanger-

ing the n~.tion's credit by his spending policies . Very obviously if the nrtion's 

credit WP.s in danger , the Republicans were in a good position to Rnnounce thn.t if 

they C8me into power , all emergency and relief spending would stop . Did they do 

that? Of course not precisel~r because this country would never stand for such 

a policy . We have moved too f~r ahead in the lA.st couple of years to consider 

such a cruel policy as that . ts long as millions of honest and decent men and 

( see next page) 
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women are without work in this country, the government must find some way of en~ 

suring them at least enough food. and shelter to meet thP-ir minimum requirements, 

That policy is so just thP_t even the Republicans conceded it. So then theil" ar-

gument against government spending ended in nothing, 

For the past couple of years the Republican press and. G.O,P. oratt,rs have 

been having the time o"! their lives poking fun at eertain advisers consulted by 

President Roosevelt whom they delighted to call the 11 brrin trust"t For some 

reason, the It.epublicans professed. to see grave danger to the country in this 

habit of the Chief Executive's of eonsulting intelligent and well-informed men 

when he wished to formulate a policy. The Republicans opparently were dead set 

against intelligence in government. Seldom using intelligence themselves while 

in office they seemed to fear wh~t would happen if President Roosevelt pursued 

such a course. W0 wore solemnly assured. thn.t tho countr~,r was going strrdght 

to Moscow merely beem1se a couple of professors ha.d been r•.sked their opinion 

rn cu.rrcmt problems . 'l'he gng worked perfectly until lnst week Chn.irm[-1,n Henry 

Fletcher of the RepublieRn National Committee anneunced the formPtion cf a new 

Republican "brc,in trust" of mo?'e than 58 members. In other words, the very 

thing they t ~ndemned, they nre now r-,ttempting to d,o . 

Naturally the nevrsp?.pors had a l~t of fun with the Republi~an! for ftirm-

ing its own Brr-'.in Trust, But whnt olso could Mr., Fletcher do? 

( 5ee next page) 
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His party faces a national election without an outstanding candidate for the 

?residency and without anything that even slightly resembles an issue. Unless thi~ 

new "brain trust" can write a platform between now and the time when the National 

convention assembles in Cleveland early in June, the Republican party is sunk be-

yond all hope of recovery. In any event the outlook is bad enough. The Republican 

Party, even with its brain trust, faces the unhappy prospect of placing its stamp 

of approval upon every major policy advocated and adopted by the Roosevelt ad-

ministration. The Republican party must endorse aid for agriculture or disband; 

it must urge the continued expenditure of funds for the unemployed; it must en-

dorse some form of social security; it must promise the continuance of those great 

public works inaugurated by the Roosevelt administration to tide the country over 

the depression. In other words, the Republicans, in effect, must find new words 

in which to endorse the New Deal program of the Democrats . What further proof do 

you need of the wisdom of President Roosevelt's policies, 

To augment their miseries and their woes, a Republican chairman of the United 

States Tariff Commission, Mr. Robert Lincoln O'Brien, has informed the leaders of 

his party that the Democratic program of reciprocal trade agreements is so good 

they might as well come out and give it their endorsement. Mr. -<>'Brien's sta te-

ment made one Republican Congressman so mad that he announced if the eminent 

chairman of the Tariff Commission goes to the Cleveland convention, he won't even 

be given a hearing. I can't blame the Congressman for feeling hurt, but, after 

all, facts are facts and Mr. O'Brien merely recognized early what they must all 

realize so oner or later, namelJr that the Democrat ic progrRm is ri ght and they may 

as well admit it. In seeking an available candidate for the Presidential 

nomination who will have national appeal, the Republica.ns are just as bad.ly off 

as they are in trying to frame a platform. Dozens of prospective candidates were 

mentioned but the public r efused to respond to any of them. Most of these hopeful 

candidacies bloomed and withered on the same day. A few remain and I ask you to 

take each man now being mentioned as a possible Republican nominee for President 

and to decide for yourself how his qualities of leadership compare to those of 

President Roosevelt . The fact is that the present Chief Executive towers over his 

pr• spective opponents ltke a mountain over a mole hill . He has experience; he has 

courage; he has vision; -- he has every primary qualification which we like to see 

in a Chief Executive. 

I think it is significant that the most favored candidate today for the 

Republican Presidential nomination is a man whom you never heard of two years ago• 

I refer to the ~ansas Governor whose supporters are now working like beavers at 

(See next page) 



- 9 -
C-42 
1936 

the time-honored task of trying to "build up" their man to the status of a national 

figur~. Their object, of course, is apparent; their last forlorn hope is that 

peo~le will merely vote against President Roosevelt instead of voting for some 

positive candidate on the opposing ticket. Isn 1 t the Landon candidacy a con-

fession of guilt on the part of the Republicans? Aren 1 t they virtually conceding 

in advance that the American public will never stand for those Republican leaders 

who did such a sorry job of running this country prior to 1933_? I think you will 

agree with me that it is a confession of guilt. An ed.i torial writer for the New 

York Times said that Governor Landon can thank the map of the United States for the 

fact that he is now being boomed for the Presidency. The Times pointed out that 

the leaders of the G.O.P. decided to get a candidate from the Mid-West and the 

Kansas Governor happens to fit the bill, If it were not for that accident of 

geography, you and I probably never would ha.ve known that Governor Landon even 

existed. 

The Republican cause is hopeless today precisely because President Roosevelt 

has had the courae e and vision to sponsor a program that appeals to every class 

and every group in this country. While others were preaching democracy and doing 

nothing about it, he has put his preaching into practice. There is no forgotten 

class under the Roosevelt administration. The policies which he has adopted are 

intended to help e"reryone from the great capta ins of weal th down to t 1e humble and 

poverty-stricken sharecroppers in the cotton fields of the South, He is attacked 

and ri diculed for having the courage to pursue such a policy but no one has ever 

had the power to ma.~e him retreat. 

The Democratic Party is going forward to a great triumph thi~ November, an 

overwhelming victory that will mean success not ·only for the party but success for 

the nation. We are -fortunate indeed in having a candidate for the Pres idency who 

has proved his worth, a statesman who stands unrivaled, a humanitarian whose 

sympathies are broad enough to include all his fellow Americans. 

We are going to re-elect :President Roosevelt a.nd when we do, the members cf 

the Colored National Democratic League will have the satisfaction ,..,f knowing that 

by their efforts they helped advance the cause of the colored pe~ple and at the 

same time helped advance the cause of the American people as a whole, 

(THE END) . 
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