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(Stenocraphlcally RePorted by MARY ·E. SU~ON) 

:PHILADELPHIA. 
we should have to develop these 
gifts." 

Stayed in Her Mind 
That remained in my mind :for 

My friends, I think it is most :fitting that someone _ -a'·1ong, time,. and I wondered ha,r 
:who happens to be a person in the White House should --y_ou could get the opportunity to 
~ome to you on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Eman- dev:elop these gifts. I think in the 
eipation Proclamation, and I am going to tell you why. la~t few· years, in i,pite of the 

th -------------- depression, we can look back and If you were to come to e see'. that one thing has come out 
floor of the White was not -the fac~ be~ause we did of ,the depres~ion and see that 

House you will find three tolerate sla_very m different ways some day we are going to be 
' "th special mark- and we still do. But gr~dually,. very lfappy about it. rooms Wl . step by step we are movmg :for- · ings. One room was used for ward and it is not only th .. people · . I think the artistic &itts of b th .,. . ·y.our t'ace' are becoming much a great many years Y. e of one race or of one color who ,J>etter know to the nation 118 Presidents of the Umted are slaves; there are slaves of. .,. a, :whole"'a.n.d much more ap-

States for their office and many different kinds. . P,recla~ and I think tha,t 
on the mantlepiece in that And, today, we ~e fac'?g a~- liaa· come .about very largely 

h • 1·ttl l othei:: era, an era m which We ... ""' h. • 'h j •- hi h room t ere lS a I . e p aque have to make . certain things be~ t~v:!ve~:;0~--:i~ 
and that plaque records the come tact$ ,. rath'er thap: . theories. '"''" · fact that in this room Abra- · - , ·, I .w:unk, last year, · in tact, I 
ham Lincoln signed the Nothing·· is Easy 0~ 

Emancipation Proclamatio~. Now ·no· thing·-15 easy to d . projects ii:l''Washington in his oL 
Then, there is another room m . ·ID .fice one day and all around that 

which there Is some furni"tm-e this :worl~ which is -~orth domg., office 11Vere hung pictures. I dis-
which they say. was in Lincoln's . The thmg~ that are worth do- ''covered that they were an· by a 
bedroom and there is a room I~g ne~~Y are al~ays hard, colored painter who lives in Phil-
which at present I happen to use and •tpis ~bing Qf getting for all adelphla. Mr. Cavio said, "This 
as my study, but which during · human beiµgs,. ~gardl~ of ~ace is talent of rare quality." 
the years of the war between the or creed or color, a :tau- and Just 
states was the room which Lin- hearing in the-'. world and a :fair WUI RecognJ1:e Race 
coin used as his bedroom and and just ireatment ' is not easy. So many people spoke of the 
that is recorded on a little plaque Ail Ha've IUrhta achieve~ents in thea!er proj~cts 
on the mantleplece, and if you You cannot ,et avv.ay with and various other proJects durmg 
lived- In the White House, you something wh1ch you could have the past few years. We have been 
Would become Very COnscious 0:t . through bard times, but in the fu-

gotten a year before, or six tu · to be 1 d th t 
• Spirit-the spirit which must I ink re we are gomg g a a . months before. th" we are we have at last recognized one 
be Lincoln's spint. gettinli: to the P<»{lt where we of the big things that your race 

HU'd to Tell JU&-ht gomg t9- lnslllt ~at al:! human can contribute to the general cul-
Sometimes · people say that it is bemgs have certam basic rights ture of. the United States 

aJi,rays easy to know what you in modern civilizatio1;1. and that, · 
.hould do if you simply do what before the law they are equal Yesterday afternoon there met 

d h t th · · dis · · in the White House the Advisory 
~:1!id~~ 4s th~f~o~ b~r: ti atheirei::~t:en~~ip ~~:e~; ~=s~!~o~h:ncf ~fir:l 
sideration with that, that there opportunities ' to ·have the same 
-?~ ..:~5 when it ls rather difl'I_ equal opportunties :for economic in I was t;llking with different -~ ,,..,= d d ed t· al ta d members, asking them what they 
CUlt to tell what you think is the stan ards an uca ion s n -rd thr h t this ti thought they bad achieved since 
right thing to do. a s oug ou na on. · their last meeting and finally I 

Often when I work In that I know _thr,t PN>bB:N,y to · reached Mrs. Bethune and (asked 
room I• have almost the feeling many of J'Olf that seems a Mrs. Bethune if she felt encour-
of the past coming alive and I long ways off, and there are aged 3-5 far iis her group of young 
can almost see the way Lincoln ilmee when I thlnlt it is a people was concerned. Did she 
must have paced that room, be- . Jong ways off; but llj!I I look feel that, in the years that had 
cause he made decisions which back over seventy-five years, passed, she was obtaining a fair 
were hard to make and he made I think we have come a long share ,_for the youn~ people of 
them largely alone. I have a feel- ways. We have made many, the colored race, did she :feel 
ing that anyone today living in many strides. that certain . conditions 1,rhich we 
the Whit.e House on that second I remember sitting one niii:ht1_ had talked about a year ago had 
fioor could not do so without be.- a numb~r of year~ ago, at a dm- improved? I didn't expect them 
ing stirred 1,rith the spirits of the ner . wh:ich was g1ve1.1 by an o~- ~to be entirely . correc1ied, but 
past. · garuzatlon that W3' mterested m thought that they would be im-

. Then there :Is more there of peaoe. I sat next to one o! the proved. · 
Lincoln than of the others. men of yoµr race who has • 
That :Is why I said I thought achieved a considerable amount Have Gone' 
ft wu fitting for someone of fame. 
who happens' to be living He said to me, "I think that a Long Way 
there at the present to come great mistake has been made in 
hei-e tonight. not recognizing that my race has 
Lincoln took the first step, the certain things to· · contribute to 

step that had to be taken. Some- this nation which' you have nev-
onc had to declare that in this er allowed us to contribute. We 
country we would no longer tol- have gifts of art which come to 
jlnlte slavery: ' us naturally and you have never 
, 'l'hat was a declaration, but it emphasized the opportunities that 

I was pleased to hear her say, 
"I think we hav.e gone a long 
ways/~ 

L think we are doing better all 
along this line. I aon•t expect 
much change In my generation, 
but what I want to see are 

changed attitudes and opportuni- child must learn and soine arith- many other ways that they don't 
ties :for the younger generation metic. recognize so easily. 
growing up. It isn't possible f9r I remember very well in New 
the Youth Administration to do Tell.- of Prtaon Vlalt 
all, but I want to see as gciod a Sometime ago I visited a pris~ York City, a woman, I knew. She had her children so beautifully 
job done for each group as we on class in West Vii:i:inia, a worn- ·brought up that they were not al-
can do, ac·cording to the percen- en's federal prison. In fact there lowed near· any germs or did they 
tage of our population, and, there- were three young women. They" come in contact with them. I 
tore, when I a~..-ed Mrs, Bethune, w~re reading aloud when I went . asked if her daughter could l(O 
I 11/'as thinking not of whether or in: I didn't pay much attention to to see what the tenements were 
not needs were being met, be- it until the teacher said, "Ten like in Ne,r York City. 
cause I knew that wasn't pos- months ago not one of these 
sible. as we don't have the money young 1Nomen coUld , :read a ' The daughter was eighteen and 
to do it with, and if we had, r word." In ten· months they· had there were some younger chil-
don't know whether we would learned to read. · dren in the family. The mo.ther 
have the personnel. I asked her whether they .w~~e' was shocked. She feared the 

Still Work to Do foreign and for that reason were daughter might bring home s1>me 
t bl germs to her younger children. I was very pleased to have her no a e 'to read. She said, "No, -· 

say that she felt not that . every_ they are native. born Americans. A month later there ca.me 
thing had been done, but that They haven't had a chance · io into that house an epidemic; 

learn to d " Th · ot She had a maid who worked 1,re had made very definite irii- rea • ey were n 
Provements. That is all we can colored. They_ were white. . ID the houae and who lived 

· ID 1.he tenement to which her expect in any of the things that From that time on I have told daqhter -c,ould ·not poulbly 
we try to do. *hat aiory beca11.1e we ro. That -ther dicl u .err~ 

We work at things for a great want to· rec . lllto oar mmcla 1hin&' to keep . dlaeue from 
many years and sometime·s we and hearts the -realiaMfon that, her chlldrea, Ind lhe did . 
almost despair or ever achieving th~!"e should be no place ln nothln6 to .keep H from · the 
them, but I have worked out so th.,. country and no people children who lived · m the 
many things tihat took a long who have to ro to prison to tenement. That ii where 70• 
while to accomplish that I -very learn to read and write. ·· 1lave to berfn .. 
rarely despair any more. And there are other injustices, 

I still -ow impatfen• some- other inequalities whiclr· • ·touch Do Best for Selve1 •· • You can do it best for your-
times. but I think that ls good your race very closely.' Now, · m· selves. You have to do it . for 
for us. I think It ls irood to many cases people do not recog. ewr-ybody. That is the ·first thing 
be l.mpatilent because ft spurs nize that inequalities of one ra~ 
one on to try to do some_ always hurt the entire commun- we are gradually learl)~. but it 
thin• and be a lltle more ac- ity of people. It can be segrega-. is something 1,rhich is going to 

• t · be the greatest help to the citi-
tive than ·you would other- ion. . zens of the United States, because 
wise be. I do not despair any G I ·· 1· k in a democracy, and we are the 
more. I know that everything rOUpS nter. OC . most important dem_ocrat;y today, 
ls right in the end. every individual citizen counts. 

._ C. If one group of people is to 
Need Equal· Cnance have a low standard of living l>e- Learn All 11lsms11 

There is one thing that I feel cause of low economic conditions, 
is important for the colored peo- the rest of the group around are 
ple of this country and that is going to be affected, too. ·So, •that You will hear constantly a 
equal opportunity for education. we have, if we· can only get peo- great deal of conversation on the 
I think that until we have that ple to understand' it, a neutral subjed, ''Are we letting our 
lll'e are going to have certain jus- and co-operative interest of rais- young people in our schools and 
tificatii:ms for prejudice and, ing the standards ' 'tor all of tis. colleges leun too· much abo11t 
therefore, I think that all of us No one is going to suffer' alone. communism and fascism?" Why, 
should work together to see that No one group is going to be badly of course not. We have got to 
every effort is made to give chil- off without the rest of the ' people .have our young people know what 
dren the same·· educational oppor- in the community suffering too. ·is going on in the other parts of 
tunites. That · is very difficult to If you live in houses that ·are the world today. 
achieve in certain portions of this t d t f h b·•-ti We have got to have them know no ecen OJ; a 1,... on, 501Ile- what people are thinkin" about. coun. try. In fact, there are parts thing is gom· g to happen. "'our • 

· - x , n they are going to meet ideas of this country where I think for children are not going to be :as 
a certain time, probably it can- strong and as well as if you had when they 10 out into the world 
not be achieved. But there is no had proper educational • and sani- they must be able to meet them 
reason why we shouldn't go on tary facilities, and they won't -be 11/'ith a knowledge of .their own: 
working for' it, desirable citizens. And, we need not be afraid of 

I think in time we can hope other theories or of other prac-
that there will be no children who Not Just to Children · . tices as Ion.I( as we ourselves 
do not have an opportunity for It is not justi your children make our own government func-
at least what you might call the who are going to suffer, you are tion so that it meets the needs of 
basic necessities of an education. not going to suffer alone; the rest the people and the needs of the 
If you learn ·these basic things of the community is going t_o 'Sill- people are simple. Their lives 
you can g0 ahead and educate fer, only by paying a little more must be wocth living, and until 
yourself, but you can't do that in taxes. You constantly ,hear this we do that, why, no govenunent 
if you don't have an opportunity said, "Oh, 1,rell, the rich people is really successful. 
to learn those absolutely neces- pay enough taxes to take care of . RelPOO&iblllty for All 
sary things, such as how to read the poor people in the conµnutti- 'i'hei:"efore in a democracy, 
and write and 1,rhere to go and ty." every citizen must carry his re-
find · out what you want to know. That is only one way-of paying. sponslbilit;y in the governin_g of 
These are things which every TJ:iey are going ' to pay' in. a ';'?'eat · his locality, of hi1 state and of 

his nation. You can't do that un-
less every citizen has the amount 
of education, which has developed 
his capacity, whatever it tnay be, 
to the limit of his ability. · 

Be 1ure thou«h tha_t you 
&1ve more than lip service to . 
7our own Ideas and your own 
atllltudea u citizens. I believe 
that a «overnment should 

' make every effort to provide 
11a with oPPOrtunitles which 
we can grasp and make a life 

· worth ltvlnr. 
I am , hoping that these· hard 

years we have come through, in-
stead of· making us more selfish 
and more ·wmin2 to have other 
people think for us, are going to 
have the effect· of making us more 
anxious to work for each other as 
well p,s for ourselves. 

I am hopin.l( that -t;hey are mov-
ing to make us realize that the 
.future can only be a good future 
if we look at it in a point of view 
of getting as much as we individ-
ually can get :for ourselves and 
from the· point o( view of gettini;: 

,as much as we can and giving as 
mucJ{ as ,,re 'can f.or the benefit 
of all those whose lives we can 
touch. 

Learned Leuon in w.va. 
I learned a very interesting 

lesson .when we .first started the 
1overnment homestead with a 
group of miners who had been 
out of work :for :five or six years 
in West Virginia. Of course, when 
you have been out" of wock that 
long it does something to· your 
ability to think. and do things, 

But the thing which I learned 
was this: that 1,rhen you haven't 
had anything, the first thing you 
meet you grasp with the desire 
to keep it al! to yourself and for 
a time a great many of these 
people didri't ~hare anything they 
had with any of their neighbors 
because they had so little and 
they felt if they gave anything it 
would be gone and they would 
have- nothinit left; and it took 
quite a little while to come to 
the realization that you could 
have more if you share it: 

Each one wanted his own 
piece of land at .first. He was 
nM «ofn&' to do any work for 
a1t7body- else. Finally the 
thl~ that awakened a desire 
ie do iometbtng for somebody 
else wu a Chrlstmaa celebra-

tlon and after It they believed 
that Christmas waa the best 
celebration that we bad ht 
the whole year because U 
brlnirs out a desire to share 
wHh someone else. 
The community Christmas tree 

was .the sign of getting together. 
From that time on they discov-
ered that to think together was 
more tun ,and they did more. 

Working for All 
In closing my ' talk with you l 

want to leave this thought partic-
ularly with you, t~at you are 
working .not just for the people 
here in Philadelphia nor yom 
friends nearby, but you aN 
working for all tile people of 
your race and each thing tha1 
you can accomplish is accom• 
pllshed for the people of yoUJ 
race as a .1Nhole. · 

Do Some•hlng for· All 
And each time that you ar1 

able to do something that help1 
some other group you have got, 
ten something not only for th1 
people of your race, but you have 
done something for all the people 
of the United States. 

I think that we a.re irrad· 
ually eomlnir to work toretber 
and to realize that there Is 
no reason why we can't all 
work for the good of our 
·country, for the succesa of 
our dem~racy, for a better 
future generation, regardless 
of race and creed and color, 
and that ls what we want to 
look forward to and lhat la 
what you want to pray for 
and to work for. 
And, all I want to say to you 

is that I hope for constant im-
provements and for more people 
of underst!IDding . and goodwill in 
all the races that make up the 
United States of America. 

A BIBLE THOUGHT FOR 
TODAY 

SINCERITY RELATES US TO 
GOD: For he said, Surely they 
are my people, children that will 
not lie: so he was their Saviour. 
-Isa. 63:8. 


