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Full Text of Roosevelt
- Talk to St. Paul Crowd

ST. PAUL, Minn., Oct. 5.—(#)—
The text of President Roosevelt’s
prepared address. Monday night
follows:
I am glad to return to St Paul
after an absence of less than a
year. I appreciate the welcome to
this state given me by my old
friend, Governor Benson.

I cannot come to Minnesota,
however, without thinking of an-
other old friend who has passed
on—Floyd Olson, whose memory
as a great liberal leader will al-
ways be with us.

This morning. in Grand Forks
1 spoke of the pressing need for
national legislation to preserve
soil fertility and safeguard farm-
ers’ income. .For three years the
Agricultural Adustment Act wasa
great cornerstone in the new and
permanent structure that we
Americans are irying to rear on

stone was destroyed by the verdict
of the Supreme Court. It has been
partly, but only partly, replaced
by the Soil Conservation Act. The
National Farm Act, which I hope

confident, preserve and strengthen
the present soil conservation pro-
gram, and at the same time give
us provision against the piling up
of unmanageable surpluses and

It must be repeated over and
over again that such a policy is
intended not only to maintain
farmers’ prices by holding down
huge surpluses which destroy those
prices, but also to assure Adequate
supplies of food to the consuming
public in the event of severe and
widespread drought. Farmers and’
processors alike realize, I am sure,.
that there must be a wholly ade-
quate supply of food for the na-
tion at reasonable prices. There
must never be a shortage of food
—nor must the price of food rise so
greatly that the consuming public
cannot afford to eat.

On my trip to the Pacific coast
and back I have found overwhelm-
ing evidence in favor of that twin
piece of legislation which, like the
crop bill, is intended to replace a
cornerstone which was knocked
out by the Supreme Court. The
wage and hour legislation proposed
for the benefit of those industrial
workers who are processing prod-
ucts that will move in interstate
commerce is, of course, not in-
tended to restore all of the Na-
tional Industrial Recovery Act.
But it is intended to restore cer-
tain fair standards for the work=
ers of the nafion. It is intended
to prevent overlong hours of labor,
It is intended to establish a rea-
§onab1e minimum wage, and it is
intended to end child labor in ev=-
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ery state in the union.

Two Great Purposes
re| As in the case of farm legisla-|
m | tion, wages and hour and child
in | labor laws will undoubtedly ac~
1-| complish two great purposes, first,
an increase in employment, and |
is| second, an increase in the total of
11| the nation’s income.
al| As a result of both of these
of | the actual cost of relief for the un-
c- | employed should decrease, and
r- | existing taxes—not higher taxes—
should make the financial prob-
d-|lem of local and state and fed-
2a | eral governments more easy. It
p- is axiomatic. that no part of the
on country can truly prosper if its
d standards of living and its stan-
dards of pay are far below those
ta | Of all the other parts of the coun-
try. Therefore, I am looking for
%o substantial support for wage and

hour legislation from every part
of the %auntry, north, east, west
and south. ,

A prominent manufacturer told

1-1 he the other day that because of
xd the expansion of his business he
is looking for a new site for a
2, | new factory. He said that he a:nd
| his directors had definitely decid-
d ed against locating in any of the
‘| communities which had held out
*=| 2s an attraction low wages and
\=| unrestricted hours of work. He is
locating his new plant .in a com-
munity which pays high wages,
I| works the men and women forty
| hours a week, gives them Satur-
; days and Sundays off, and

maintains a high standard of
_living.
a|restore certain faitll' standards for
£ the nation.
S; w?‘rlli!:ei? igxtended to prevent over-
( hours of labor. y
d 101‘1‘ t ?surintetided to establuté i?;
- onable minimum’' wage, an
= ;'se,ai;tended‘_ to t;nd cl}ﬂd,,labor, in
-| every state in the union.
lh ryl)eplores Loss of AAA
As for the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act, he said for three years
that stood as a “great cornerstone
in the new and per_lnanent strue-
ture that we Americans are try~
ing to rear on the ruins of the
old.”
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«That cornerstone,” he ass_erted,
awas destroyed by the verdict of
the Supreme Court.”

L)

«1t has been partly, but only
partly, replaced by the Soil Con=

l

vation Act. 7 o
sex"‘The National Farm Act, w_hlch
1 hope Congress will pass, will, 1
am  confident, preséer::m er:];d
strengthen the presen -
tion %txt'logram, and at th_e same
.| time give us provision against the !
piling up of upmanageable sur-
pluses and provide for storage of
reserve food supplies in an ever-
nomal granary.”

-~ wmaiaAallp

W m

. -

in the past that you
and continued

progress

favor

progress in government. You are
You be-

lieve in a constitutional democ-
I do. You understand me

We have worked toward a

not wild-eyed radicals.
You believe with me that the

g| businessman will most greatly

l

co-operatior is by no means at an

The more I study the subject
the more I become convinced that
it does not pay any community or
any region in the long run to

mainfain low wage or low living
This greater uniformity is being

‘encouraged every day by the
eling more and getting to know | w-

their neighbors one hundred or
-five hundred ‘or a thousand miles | have proved

tion we are working toward fair-
‘ly uniform standards of pay and
work in every section and in every
community. And the only excep-
tion to this' will give some effect
to a small differential based on
an' actual lower or an actual
higher cost of living in some com-
munities or sections as compared
with the average of the country.
amazing progress that has been
made in transportation during the
last few years. People are trav-

standards. Throughout the na-

away for the first time.

You have lon
known my interest in‘its develop- | prosper if the workers and the

ment. Last year I had planned a|farmers prosper.

trip by boat from St. Paul and

Minneapolis to New Or

The interchange of goods be-

tween different parts of the coun-
try is also making amazing strides.

. channel from the Twin Cities to| when I speak in rational terms

St. Louis is a good illustration of

In this part of the nation the new | racy as
what I mean.

leans. Next| common goal in the past and our

year I hope to make it.

You, the people of Minnesota,'end.




