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Full Text of Roosevelt 
Talk to St. Paul CrouJd 

ST. PAUL, Minn., Oct. 5.-(JP)-
The text · of President Roosevelt's 
prepared address. Monday i;ught 
follows: 

I am glad to r-eturn · to St Paul 
after an absence of less than a 
year. I appreciate the welcome to 
this state given me by my old 
friend, Governor Benson. 

I cannot come to Minnesota, 
however, without thinking ·of an-
other old friend who has passed 
on-Floyd Olson, whose memory 
as a great liberal leader will al-
ways be with us. 

This morping, in Grand Forks 
I spoke of the pressing need for 
national legislatiol\ to preserve 
soil fertility and safeguard farm-
ers' income, . For three ·. years the 
Agricultural Adustment Act was a 
great cornerstone in the new and 
permanent structure that we 
Americans are trying to rear on 
the ruins of the old. That corner-
stone was destroyed by the verdict 

I of the Supreme Court. It has been 
' partly, but only partly, replaced 
t by the Soil Conservation Act. The 
1 National Farm Act, which I hope 
1 the Congress will pass, will, I am 
:i confident, preserve and strengthen 
e the present soil conservation pro-
,- gram, and at the same time ·give 

us provision against the piling up 
of unmanageable surpluses and 

s- provide for sto;rage of reserve f.ood 
m supplies in an ever normal • 
i- granary. a.. 
ut · !<I" ··•···. Assuring Adequate Food . , 

It must be repeated over and 
:1.- over again that such a policy is 
,3 intended not only to . · maintain 
,r farmers' prices by holding down 
·h huge surpluses which destroy those 
~- prices, but also to assure adequate 
:- supplies of food to the consuming f 
>f public in the event of severe and 

widespread drought. Farmers and' 
le processors alike realize, I am sure, . 
~f that there must be a wholly ade-
.g quate supply of food for the na- ' 
.d tion at reasonable prices. · There 
1- must never ·be ·a shortage of food 
,. -nor must the price of food rise so 

greatly that the consuming public 
n cannot afford to eat. 
.e On my trip to the Pacific coast 
.s and back I have found overwhelm.;. 
." ing evidence in favor of that twin 
,.f piece· of legislatio,n which, like the 
.s crop bill, is intended to replace a 
- cornerstone which was knocked 
ll out by the Supreme Court. The 

wage and hour legislation proposed 
l for the benefit of those industrial 
, workers who are proce_ssing prod-
., ucts that will move in interstate 
e commerce is, of course, not in-

tended to restore all of the Na-
:t tional Industrial Recovery Act. 
5 But it is intended to restore cer-

tain fair standards for the work• 
" ers of the nation. It is intended 
_ to prevent overlong .hours of labor. 

It' is intended to establish a rea-
7 ~onable minimum wage, and it is 

mtended ~o end child labor in ev-
r ery state in the union. 

Two Great Purposes 
re As in the case of farm legisla-
m tion, wages and hour and child 
in labor laws will undoubtedly ac-:_ 
:i-· complish two .great pw;poses, first, 

an increase in employment, and • 
,is second, an increase in the total of 
lll the nation's income. 
al As a result of both of · these 
of the actua~ cost of relief for the un-
c- employed should . decrease, · and 

existing taxes-not higher taxes-
r- should make the financial · _prob-
d- lem of local and state and fed-

eral governments more easy. It 
ld ·is axiomatic, that no part of the 
p- country can truly prosper if its 
,n standards of living and its stan-
d- dards of pay are far below those 
h.e of all the other parts of the coun-
ta try. . Therefore, I am looking for · 

substantial support for wage and 
to hour legislation from every part 
1Y of the country, north, east. west 
r- and south. • 

'1
~ A prominent m-anufacturer told 

me the other day that because of 
~d the expansion of his business he 

is looking for a rie'W site ·for a 
:a, new factory. He said that .he and_ 
m his directors had definitely decid-
id ed against locating in any of. the 
:e communities which had held out 
i- as an attraction low· .wages an_d 
l - unrestricted hours of work. He is 

locating his new plant _in a com-
munity which pays high wages, 

I works the men and women forty 
·- hours a week, gives them Satur-
:s days and Sundays off, and 
lf maintains a high standard of 
•- ,uving. 
a restore certain fair st;mdard5 fc:,r 
.r workers of · the· nation. 
lt "It is intended to prevent over-

long hours of labor. . 
d "It is . intended to ,e_staalish !'-
•. - reasonable mitl~mum' ~age, and _it 
i- .. is.'intender;l to· end e~nld,,labor; m 
l- every state in the umon. 
h Deplores Lolls of AAA . 
r, As for the Agricultural Ad3ust-
.e ment Act, he said for three years 

that stood as a· "great· cornerstone 
h in the new and permanent 11truc-
e ture that we· Americans are try-
~. ing to .rear on. ·the ruins of the 
.• old." 
·r "That cornerstone," he asserted, 

"w~s destroyed by the verdict of 
n the Supreme Court." 
i "It has been partly, but c:,nly 
s partly, replaced by the Soil Con-
r servation Act. . . 

''The National Farm Act, which 
I .hope Gongress will pass, will, I 

. am confident, preserve . and 
1 strengthen the present conserva-

'tion program, . at th~ sa~e 
time give us prov1sion against the 
piling up of unmanageable sur-
pluses and provide_ for: storage of 
.reserve food supplies m an ever-
nomal granary." --

-


