
l I , I 

' i ' 
I 

TBODOOTION 'ID NmRITUDE 

r o m ck Awa.rene ng Atro•hench Wri tars 

In th United States, the black•cons 1ousness movement in its activist form 

1 child ot the 1s1xti • It brought to the attention of the gen ral public 

by the b ck 

1mpo ed 

and 1°s 

Rail.1'>ad . 

ant pmte and ait,...in ot the first se r y-~ of that 

the logic outcome ot ye rs ot oppres ion and discrimination 

cist eociei:¥, and th cml.m:1n tion ot les peotaculm.- res · tanee 

itrul spor • e p.. sts that go 0 -nn,...,. and the Und i- rand 

Th . suce ss or the ~"l'-lt 0£ Bla.c,k in Montgome - , Alabama, against J 

crow bus l s, Soutl-1- "de practice that s paten ·ly unjust and deepl humili-

ating, u.v..der e capable an inspired l ad rship of th late Dr. J.~tt. Luther 

Kini, Jr . ; in 1958, encoura.ed young, impatient, and i ee.listic black stud nts 

to ma:.te £, all-out attack on all forms o s gregation in the outh. d the 

outcome ot th ir ll()n,.v:iol nt efforts, e pi e us of ire hoses, olic 

doe., .h-equent jailinge, intimidation and oth r :forms of violence t..o intain 

the status quo, is too well know for detailed con.side ation here. 

phenomenon 

concept and as a liter 

telleatuala as Dr. W, E, B. DuBois 

('1hose §!>u.l of Bl~ follts_ had become the ible of the black militants be• 

toi-e P.ranta anon• s writings) and the earli st At?-o--A.meJtican writers, and it . 

.,, ched 1 ts :-r:,.; .. .. during e . called ll gro enaissanee of t 1920 • , 

Cl 4 _ HacKq, Countee CUll , Langston ........ e_.. .. es, Jean Toome , Sterli..-rig Brown, 

t al . , tma plq. an ----
tu.dents 

1n the la 

o tant role in the bi=tt.h of black a~enese £ml0ng 

ican origin who were en:roll a. students in ans 
in tb 19301s . stud ts in qu tio were from 



1rench Atrica, the Pztench --est Iud1es (Martin!4\l.~, Guadeloupe, and Bait!) and 0Mnoh 

Quiana tn Sou.th J\msrica. 

fhe ptincipal arehiwcts ot the concept &lld ·&he tern NE,~~8. were 

J.i.• Cesa.fr of Marthu , PNmob · t Indi s, t6'oPOld sedaJ' SengboP of Senegal., 

e t Attica (riotr its pr . s1dent)1 and t~n Damas ot 'Guadeloupe,, ~h Wi . t ?ndies •. 

cieair!', Damas, &id. Senghor \ttre among a Sl'OtlP of bla.ck atu.denta in PB.lis 

of eour-s , tnetL .. 't: thst. colc1:itlism l-.1:.S viewed as a blesain a.Yld not a bane t,o. 

Blacks "tortun. t~" enct:.~h t have the French for colonial masters., Arr1eari and 

:,ears later h:mt.z fa.non 1,ra.s to- chua.ct.erua as "'Bl.aeic Skins, White Maslts. u 

ll a handful cl select ~lackc W$re for-tm ta enougli ·o stu.cq- in Pa.ri$, the 

inteUeetual .Secea of the West, the t:retched m~s of their people back home 

were viet1fffS of ~V, ::tg.noranae, and disease l~ge~ beoau.se or colonial 

+n:ploitation, -discrimination, insults, and humiliation- ~oonditione from. whiob 

the,, as e~a.tr-lates ostensib]¥ accepted by the Fl,;ench, could not exca.pe, 

even it the1 r.ad ~-uted to do so . It was raaliaation of this unhappy 

-ai ~tion which bto~t these Atro-Frencb Blacks to,3$tbW in oY.sanieed. attor-ts 

to asaesa the~ plight and to tat-~ some sort of action to N~ it. diey were 

• int.ell otual.8, and . - such the:b' activi was to be ot an intellectual otdet'~ 



hort-liw L• 11
-•.... t .o1r, around 1932, 1 ........... 

aris--to 

nlue I i 

of la tu.dent thinkin and protest in 

ic eoo1 cultural 

ric 

al o tuden in Pari t time meetings t al.on 

Utteraire ot , Mlle re Nard.al, dlen 

topics ot co•nm::>n interest and work ot iter wre di cus 

cone t ot into eing, IV\"~ ooi tion and tbos 

di cussions. t 1n n tiol publish 

by Aime Oesa1 in L&Ezrq· ttD~e~~ but, it d t &-- wi espread reco rl.tion 

until th bli t1on saire•a fir t pot c collec ion, Cahier d•un rewur 

natal (wi 1937•38 but publish ~&-- in 194? b,- rdas _....,. ________ __ 
having pp eeholerly bl 

zine that ot black that app-.... ~d simul• 

taneously in • ...,6,,._.I ... "' and P is}. ...ar,'Ul:11 e n ant s Oox com~t 

Prize-winning no of ps-o t, Batoula (1921) exs:~ ... ..ovu great impact on 

the elan toward ·l,he bl olid.arity out of j,ch th oneept ot !~.!let1f~e to 

the conaci no o eh... eald.ng , ri • LS 

and Wet 

hip ot 

flt 

Hai ti 1 ) , 'Who U.}J th ffiB 1 v un..-1 ·he ader-

nghor, C ire, and Damas. 

e tena ,...;;.,_ __ ..., 1n Oabiff (llho e full title we t,ransl te as 

otebook 
• I 

tive Count&), occur 

turning-point 

blackne -- ~~de. it JOU will. 

n Ce a:'" tel s or 

t thinking about 

p.,,._,,_ ... ~""' tre t car one vening ,m,em ho 17, ridiculously 
dressed e tac him. t • , an obvious ms-tit 1n 

iaion on the tot -th1 uroane ttin, oecame inst tly 

other (white, t coun) as en ers. His cl 'LMfftA too bi for him, in 



11 action d • ne !:rJ.assable =.a.,.,~;.1- (ftts , 

> u ·~ ~A' a.clmess 

ct.don)~•• 

rtiPther ,tese~:t 
/ 

~Ca-·-•·-

on 
0 tNR!b11n m,tjstr Uke tJws of' a rtstarving ~,a.11, w~uilll.7 M~ id.tibout. 

er t'i~, a "-ll.o~e (JJ"'/ a rolle< a blood , -·t,a.iried lassitude," rtdlffla · 

and 

is 

avar1, •l)l'ocle;hr-Jtlg that ! hGd notJtlt1g in commnn td.t.:1 hat n10nke1·." The ultimat. 

effect on the .. ·t ma.j ho ~vex-, th:List 1t ser"",ai ·oo ·ma1ce hiln t•a---e1"~ bis pos!, .. 

t1o11 u a • ~, in a :d te cul turG, to .asnesl? bi$ whole ;racial phtloaor~ 

ret.r r.. • a th t he o . .... to that his fate and thai, Qf tho 



~·• ot Callier, th T.A'l''ln: • .been wide~ used mld 

~i, • etitled, cc.moting dittcannt to dlffeNnt peopleJ bat·- it has 

..,,,~ ..... ...,. 1".At"m··, used d -~-.... ~.. tively litnited 

sent, ~""-<PWii t'.dl't'la (~81l~>1!, Oes . , Damas, !!•) uio, 

unUke th \'td;t9 pf<')le\m"iat, use poet17 as thfl!r li~ar, ffl«t.!um. And t~~-

! ten •oona: 'l':mnmttffl :t to tltgbt tisa.n.s ot t 

WtO ma1-.~eo all tools ot th 't'P'IUI, • _ e recogni ed. ewn in_ h • ·ce 

as flPNJ-. ghest plaudi tAJ in th lfl>St ittt ult or l.i. te~ ~, ,·, 

one ot them, t . old Sa~, hadng bee a~ ti.le lntematiorud Po6 ~ 

.. .1.963. 

otana, 
ttO!t ,ruAa"P'n .. 

ir:lt 

the s 

a~~ltu:Nl, 1 

:ea.ine '' ( tl1e eul tt1ral 

11 ation). 

tNl"S t 

tions). 

s ft11'1 tt • no. s" (th 

text,whic 
!nQl\ldh,g 11 

oneeot and ... 

- l • esp~i t de la c1V!l:1-

an •speo1 • :t..y +. -

ls it 

to d 1ne :it, in a 

".-ohitects of the ~t atd 

"LBX'lfl H~: e~ his le~tw.te h!s Ha'Jtian to :lt in accordance ldtb -.;::;.,a;;, ' .... ..-s:.=: @'fl _., ... 

bis peztSOMl and hie phUoa ol and interr&.etal ,-elation • 



town of Joal, 

intitl 

( Jt 
ttractive c 

Senghor 

a done a 

franc' 
(on ot his oo,mm 

t th Sorbonn, 

ing institution tba: 

ts, in th 

is first coll cti 1 

a ) ;. ·iementary 

g bie and Dakar, the l tter itq being the lllDdern 

tive Sene • He lo 

uc tion, the tormer 

onJ.r the intellectual 11orine de la er•••• He ct.me 
/ ' 

er1eure out ot the ~,...s. ----~--------- - ... 1.." .. ""··"' . .:~-1 re (a hi~ ly eo. etitt _..w.........:i:-~,_....,. ____ .._ 

egree of sch.v.L'll.11."1' lffl9CJ.aluatton in 

• h 1 oeeu). I 193$, Sengbor -of Candida 

ap oin 

to teach in a .n-· ~encm. ulFIMI·'••• He tud1 Afr1c 

loniales in 

In 1939, 
taken prisoner 

arvice 1n ... French .. 

1 ems, C!5? 1942, n 

in the o en OfllllP• Atter war (5'1._..L-..lLLll. 

J!ete fro 

Consti tuan ) I __ .,,.. ttlMV 

National Constitn t 

the Oonsti tio to 

by his erienc~• 

It), Senghor appointed 

]3' (t1Assembl'8 Nationale 

ourtb Repullic 1n :F"ra:nes 



~om1946 to 956. (TM wri r, ,mo t n bor in 193$-)6 
a co_ n tri 

to ttend srs. Cesaire and 

S nghor). In 

charged with e responsi it, ot s 1n tl ·t th$ new Constitution was drawn 

up in oc.CiMl#.,.•!i,l, n~,n comma.nu·. ot .t.alligu,Et.R , reco 
nition ot 1 aa:i,:P!IAE!-1. !.· • ~do!.J~E!!!!!~• . ~or• a political philoso'A"'-. ;;:;p;,;;fl,• tt ' 'lilC'i:. " e.-'- ,:,""J 

and or Party in the A s (he 

later to 

rJondi tiori Humaine; and in l9h7, -~.-....._..., ...,..,,. .... ,.~ 

di tor ot ,_!3,...
1
....,., ;,....,........,..._.._....._ dedicated to ..,._...,,..,,. ... 

African l t .. ,,.,~ 

known 

Ho 

city ot Thie· 

P!'uive i>•enE'P.l~-

• 

ts) the 

8, 

-1948, 

!1~gale 
- ~.,.~ 

roulttdE!d. tll 

'tthe 

t10 ot t.he Independants d ' Ou. :remer 
.... ......... ......... -

neh ChaJJl1D8:r of Deput it - _,. the lower le :.t.sl :ve 

el C Mqor ot th Senegal 

founded th ~2- ~ ' r~r .... ~!J.:! (Pro~ 
follo ......... ,~ (19,9), ha came P:resid t t 

toi,nar French SUdan. 

-""- u,aependan,cies tall on Atri , libei'-at-

amon them. In August of 
lee 

ter, he ill the chiet cut, 0 
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Hi beloved £ tber-land. It is iron1c th t tortfSt' official residenc the 

t A.trio•, a state~ mansion overlooking the Dakar 

~tvtront, now se:nes as the official residenoe o£ the President ot th . pul)lic 

t Senegal and 1s oocupt b7 a black man 'tJho wart's all previous ocoQ.ptats in 

intellectual, li nrr, political stat • (Allot colonial ncb rest 

K. 111· to Ma oftdit, el••' inpftdl• tm.m1,er ct p.-cee WCQ."U and 

a.rtiolN. 
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