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Section (A): Problem Identifidﬁtion‘and Formulation

In 1968, when Richard Nixon was elected President of the Unitgd
States, the concept of Rlack Capitalism was a major issue. [The Small

Rusiness Administration was to be used as the major tool to bring .

N
)

this about, it : w3

It would appear, from this theme, that fhe'réééiutibn of racisﬁ
in this country could be achieved by giving black people 'a piece of
the action.'" However, black businesses have been in existence in
this country since, at least, the eighteenth century. This '"piece
of the action' has never been more than crumbs for most black peonle;

The theme of Nlack Capitalism has permeated much of the business
conferences of the past lfor black people. At the Atlanta University
conference on black business in 1898, the following is described by

Ofari.,

"The call was for <reater support and participation of the black
masses in business; this was to be the means for the economice
vitalization of black America, in the same mode as white Americas..
It notes the rise of U.,S. Capitalism as an international force.
The black elite then procresses, through an illogic generated

by unrecasoned analysis, that the black masses could do the same
by encourasing the crowth of a class of merchants,

e..This came at a time when the American covernment had embarked
on a policy of world imperialist expension...The black elite
viewed this marked military-economic agcoression as a healthy
sign of white America's strength and vitality. As today, they
were encaged in a desperate scarch for some method of operation
that would first ensure them a share in the wealth, and second,
if possible, bridee the cconomic wap which separated the black
masses from other workers., Capitalism secmed the logical mecans.
The only problem with this was that white America's imperialist
equnsion depended on both foreisn and domestic colonial subju-
fation, and the prime victim of the latter was black ‘merica
collectively,''1 i

Therafore, it seems that the problem coes beyond the rancge of the

SBA's ability,

The so called '"black middle class" has gained some economic bene-
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fits in recent years, The biaéﬁfmaSSes, coliectivély,_éépéafatoaﬁévekﬂ
made some’ economic gaiﬁs.  Are the se gains‘félatéd fo bla;k bﬁ§iﬁé%S;.3ﬂf
opportunities? Are they really gaiﬁsAor juét Misleﬁdinggﬁtafisti¢s?‘:
And, even if there are positive answers to.fhese qﬁééti85$;ldb Eﬁ;ng;
cconomic gains really bring about power'ang ﬁnity to;fhé biéck commun-

ity?

it

These are basic auestionn that T will be deaiinﬁjﬁikﬁﬁiﬁrt;§iﬁé" "
to come up with a model for resolving the cconomic condition of the
black communits, T+ can't be viewed as a compnletely separate entity
from white America and the rest of the world. This is braught out
auite clearly in Ofari's analysis of the Atlanta conference, There-
fore,- it is not a matter of. intesration or segregation, . It is a mat-
ter of self--Jetermination for a people. This paper will deal with
the svstem as it relates to black people, as part of the American
working community and as a separate oroun with a unique history of

being oppressed and exploited,
fection (B): Significance of the Problem

American Canitalism has succereded because it is flexible enough
to change its face to serve its own interests, Socialism tried to
bring about some basic reforms in the early part of this century,
These nlatforms were transformed into reform enactments on a capitale-

2

istic level, and socialistic supnort dwinﬂled.‘ Tater, Norman Thomas,
in his 1932 campaign for President, came out for such unheard of things
as immediate relief, reforestation and slum clearance, unemployment

insurance, old-age pensions, government aid to small homeowners, a

wiive  dayoweek, minimum wame laws, and other measures., These all be-
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to decide what materials are needed and when it will be built,

Tt is this and other African traditions that have ‘been stripped of

Fblack peonle since thev came to this country.
Section (F):  DNescrintion of Methodology

tiost of the research done on this naper was through library books,
I The main topics looed at were black businesses, black capitalism,
 cooreratives, black naticnalism, taxation, socialism, and‘'poverty.

There was also the use. of magazines, newspapers, -and journals
in the orisinal rescarch. The main ones under these catefories were
[ ‘

w York Times Y“acazine, Tbony, and Conbtact,

Black Scholar,

Tinally, som~ research was Jone throuzh government agencies and ]
E i
private orsanizations, The main ones here were The Boston Pusiness :

RPesource “enter and The “mall Pusiness Administration. Since I was
not in a lar7e city during 'most of the time: that research was being
done, these were thae only arencies successfully contacted, Other

arencies in the Poston arca could neot heln, And other covernment

agencies contacted by mail never bothered to answer,

Section (3): Analysis- variables that affect the problem
Jhat exactly are we dealing with in attemptinz to bring about a i
s ; ; ; ; ; . ! - ol i
solution to the ecconomic situation in the blsick commmity?. There. ls |

the historical nature of “business:in America.i First, 1'l]l look briefly
at some of its highlights from the past, . ‘'Becond,’ 1'1ll discuss how
and why it has dealt with black labor the way it has.! Third, 'It11

discuss how and why it has dealt with black business the way it hés,

Jrvnie

10y

-aFin@ng,;Ifll)take a look at some of the variables that will effect



the future.

Rig business has had the power to influence many people in this

country. Dut big business is made un of individuals; individuals who

will respond to a nroblem when the riqhtAbéfSOn.sﬁééks‘the rightAwofds;i
This type of .cooperation haé existed between the'wHite‘cohmunify and!:1
business for some time, Admittedly, whites hﬁve 1ittié influenbe;:?“”
And its diminishin~ daily., HWowever, it is still moreipowerithan blacké;Qh
who don't have the tradition of men in power, For example, Pierce dis=-
ciisses the nroblem of ~ettine a bank loan durinm the . 1940's,  He felt

the problam ericted hecause this wonld inerease competition on the

frinoges of sovthern black comrmnities by black businessmen with their
white eounterrnarts, The banks did not want to:.alijenate their maﬁorityi

qQn
and more n~owerfl white customers,

~ovrge, banks are powerfunl institutions,  Plack banks are

dwarfed in sizr to all of the maijor white banke, Punt insurance com-~
panies are just asz —owerful in their white-black ratio.  For example,
in 1645, +h~ “n~al insurance in force of forty-one black companies

waa 5775,725,511.,00, Tt was estimated in the same vear that one none

black comranyv had more *han twice as ruch insurance in force on black
100 s

jivee ao all thean fForty-one hlacl comraniers comhined,
"ol e no ,,‘,_1a:1!1 COMNATY? "."‘, -3 4~ ""‘O’_"-l_ 1.1'1"?},115“‘.""" A 1"_‘r\ 1o 1',:
& Ve +Althoug Ehass
industry ras Searinated more white neonle than black, its 7oals were

+he sam~~ nTrotT T4 ane

control. Selirmman discusses the exnloitation

[y

ppalachia,

n

"As earlv

> s the 1270's attempts were made to brinc out the area's

hi+tuminous wealth., Toal cornorations organized by northern spec-
nlators bonht acres of mountains for ~ennies to capture that.
wealth, The veins of coal ran deep, and a burzeoning economy

Bwsgmgneeded 1t all, The exploitation of coal brought railroads and
comnany towns, Where the lives of the miners were scrutinized

e



frombirth to death with no less care than 1f thoy had h09n 11v-; : *"

ing in a twentieth century totalitarian state. Teriodically,
the towns wonld turn sick as depression hiti the ‘economy, ' The
coal barons wonld leave, but their return was assured with the
next boom, As the native mountaineer was uninterested in min-
ing or unbending to a boss, melnrdnts from PFoland, Gzechoslo-
vakia, and Italy were brought in to supnl@ment the existing sup=-
ply of labor,'"10L ‘
Black labor, of course, has been exploited more fhan its share =
of the time. Tn the case of Appalachia, immigrants probably would
have never bheen needed if black npeonle were the mountaineers, . Fven
where conditions were right to hire blacks in good positions, whites
were imnorte’!, Take the paper inlustry as an example, When southern
mills first start, they were bizrser, newer, and more productive than.
northern mills, They needed skilled workers and attracted them from
the north with these advantares, plus higher wages. Nevertheless,
black workers in the south, in mostly unskilled positions, received

102
a lower nay scale than their northern countermnart.

he bankin” industry has not quite had this same problem. First,
most nositions are considered white collar (though clerical and low
paying). Cecond, there are few people on either end of the pay scale

(officers and maintenance crew). As a result, black employment, in

this industry is more female hacause most. of the positions are becom-

103
ing . female. This began to ocecur durins the 1260's after much "so-
cial chance',  Uince banks have been the: epitomy of conservatism,

1

they have been very slow to espouse any new ideas that mizht hurt
104
their imare with derositors. This is reflecter in the very low
percentage of blaclks in the:industry untilivery recently,
The insurance companies did not fair much better in the employ-:
ment figures. Tor instance, the overall employment was about 5% for

blacks 1in 1867 and’is also more female. The nercentaze is even lower




_‘50 -

when vou consider that most blacks are in blue collar work and most =

o}

the white collar work is, like banking, clerical work that is most-
105 , S e
ly female.

The concern for black labor appears: to he on the rise since the '

percentage of employed has risen. Tt as we Cén‘ééc,{these ﬁiqﬁreé T’
are misleadincg., The real concern df businesémeﬁ cén be nnrtlyvseéh>n
from a study by social scientist at Johuns Honkiné of the largest em-
ployers in fifteen northern ecities. First, the study indicates that
these businessmen were more concerned with problems of air pollutien
and traffic than of unemrloyment. -This is most probably because they l

feel these indices effect them more., Second, their criteria for hir-
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ct, though subtle, bias. An acceptable applicant
was judeed on the basis of previous work experience and recommendations, :
Their rationale for this was in avoiding bad risks., They believed 7
that the lack of these cualifications on the part of black people
106

was due mainly to historical and environmental causes, Thusidt
, appeared they were blamino the victim,
fo if blacks can't get recent jobs in the white world, they can
always tnrn to orenineg their own business. Of course, from the dis-
cussions in previcus sections, it can be seen that this is no real
solution to exrloitation and powerlessnese., Factors that effect black
business are rcoted in the American businesss structure.

First, therc is the competitive nature of the free enternrise

a2

system, As Wood states, "A minority enterprise will have to survive

comnetition. Viable minority enterprise cannot be provided or assured
107 .

throuch legislation or administrative action," This seems strange

whenswasthink. of  all the big businesses past and present who have been
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helped tremendouslv by movernment. Put they had some influence to

wield "‘inigetting aid.

Second, there is the segregated impact bfﬂblébk businessvinﬁfc-y‘

‘lation to white business. This was discussed 1n, ocfnon (B) .“_he_ﬂ:j

point . here is that black husxne es have becn on rhﬂ d cline 1n re—

x 4 t

cent years. Tntecration has come about more in terms oF wnere blacks ~

can smend their morey: not where they can sell their service or pro-
108

oy

dnet. he chain store industry has a lot to do with this declines

Finallv, there is an important factor of money, ' Banks: don't lend
money to Aiust anvone. T stated previously that few blacks are in:
manacement mositions in banks. This is an imnortant factor. ' lowever, °
another noint is the new role that banks have plaved in building up
shonpine centers '"'oimer! and operated!" hy hlack people. Progress Plaza

100 :
in Thiladelnhia is one examnle, Tt .48 intéresting. toinote that:;
Tirst Tennsylvania Pank and "itizens and Conrthern are more involved

tran others in their areca,. Thev hapren to beithes larcest banks where

thew orerate., Tn terne of their ~ronomic condition, the aid they give

is not verw mich. Yet, T .owornder how mich thevirmaal lyvioet iin. relurn )
FAawr +hhTe ;\_1' 1D
‘That dose “re Tuture hold fev klark meonle in the American e‘r,o...
{
nomic svstem? T hovione  factor:that may

influence al nen

iacuszes 1'he nature of

worlt as he seas it ymrdsr auitomation.

New rhythmes were established, ceverine man Ffrom a ﬁvnﬁiﬂolv

close relationshir to his GUVLFOUmGnt. Troduetion no longer
distplaved a communal. base: ~Tn fact, as man was beind exiled

Crom that sphere, he was somehow expected o consime itsiout-

nrut,. even if he had to mortgage his precarions future to o so.

11l disappeared as :an end and virtiie dniitdel £, WTtihad been
mer~red i itgiEhe machine yiileaving.man hottomless in.'a world he
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could barelv comprehend,™110
This 1s a rather hleak nicture of what seems' to be evolving, [For do

black America it is just a new force with a total effect not much .

different from other forces- powerlessness and/ economic exploitation,

-

The. cries of management ' that automation is nethinc more tham.a ..

~

means to provile efficiencyv in ' a comnetitive society are nothing new,

The worle force has not chansed much as a result, However, this is'

mainly hecause the white collar jobs inecreased tremendously between _, !

the 40's and the 60's, "Tt is unlikely that a displaced clerk can ,
] i :
become & Jdrafteman or an engineer," Tn fact, Selirman feels that

this white collar inercase mav have been more novelty than need. He
1:]es
foresees the future as beine bleak for this group too. pFurthepns

more, he sites the steel mills as an example of automation's effect
on waces, calariesz, and fringe henefits., It has helped the industry

ease these evrenditures, while their profits have gone up mar-
1L

lkedly, fnother examrle of these wvariables can be seen, once again,

to dec

—~

from the 7oal ininc Industry. In the 1940'=z, this industry was in.

bad shape. John 1., Lewis, then head of the Imited Mine Worker's union,

v

decided to worl: on retting his men rood wazes, He allowed the compan-

jes to aultomate 2nd lay off thousands of workers so +he remainder could . s

(el

become more comnetitive, he result has been mass unemployment while

the mines ars once azain profitable. Todav, the comnanies think very
115

hizhly of Tewis. This whole system seems to take on the character
of a game. A rsame that demands that somecone:lose, And black people)

along with other defeated groups, have fit in this catecory for a
116 :

lonz time

B ;x:ii b e

1 8
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Section  (H): iSummary:and. Strategy for Action

(me of the nassible solutions to help bring about black ECohomicy‘)
growth and foster solidarity is consumer cooperatives. 'The Rochdale -
Princinles for cooncratives was developed in 1244, Itihas provenito .

be sucrescful with many cooperatives here and abroad.  The basic rules

are as follows:

he

1. Onen membership, None excluded because of race, religion, etc,

. One member, one vote. YNo proxy voting

o= g

.

3. “hare capital to be paid a moderate, fixed return,

4, Surplus returned to member 5n ratio to his purchases.

5. Neutralitv of coop in relizion and politics. Belief in even-
tual world wide movement.,

6. Tradines on cash hasis.

117
7. Trducation in consumer coonerative nrinciples.

The first roint to bring out in relation to the consumer ‘coop=
erative is its non-competitive nature. This ig very important; in SEAGER

terms of strencthening black solidarity. The purpose is to help .other

individuals and other eroups because this strengthen you and ‘them.

Thus, coons will invariably help one snother becaunse the competitive ‘
118
profit motive is not a goal. 'owever, a distinction must be made

here between consumer and producer cooncratives, The latter is used
to cet the best possible price. @ They usually function more along
traditional business lines. Fowler states that the most imrortant
cheracteristic of these producer cooperatives is that they can pro-
vide a good or service to an individual better than he can provide

it for himself, Therefore, there is rarely any semblance of member-
119

v ~

shiniin the organiZzation; thus, communalism.



Linly

A second factor is the power that can be chGIOpcd From lnr

consumer cooperatives in atrateﬁic 31tuat10ns.w Thlq is by far the

most important factor because it moverns all othoru. For 1nstancc, L
Fovler discusses the Indiana’ and Chiol Farm Poopq a few yonrs‘bark

They were doin® between 15% and, 209 . 0f the fertilizerﬁhus1ndss. Yet,
: : ! 120 '

this was enouch to control the price over most of the.country, = 0Of:

course, eventually, coops must look bewvond wholesaling to the actual
121

rroduction of the proiuect if they are coing to be successful, ‘And”

it is also important that they know some basic business nr3n01ples in
1.22

. L L

order to know what nroducts need to. he nationalized,
So we're not <dealins with a small oreration, thouch it can and
should start this wav in each major city, smaller cities, and rural

Areas. Tt 1e immortant that the latter be associated with one or the

other of the formers. ™e citv stores and the farming products dre
125 *
two important lin':s in the oreration. T'rban and ‘rural blacks must

besin to realize their interdependence, instead of misrating back and
forth.
Coops must also diversify their operations into areas that 1ink

124 ,
Cne important function is

commmity 1ife to “micsiness activitie
125
the area of fincnee. Towler describes the case of a consumer: run

credit union in Yova Scotia and one man's exrerience with it,

"Roddy borrowed from the Credit !mnion toibuwia truck and .co.into:
the truecking business. is one-man biisiness prospered. Mis
standard of living rose and he faithfully kept up his payments
to the Credit "Mion. Then disaster struck, ‘Roﬂﬁy became &0
seriously L that he was taken: to; the:hospital’, ./ Crdinarily
it would meant-the end of his: little business.; Butifoddy
now belonged to a new kind of community.

The, directers of. the Gredit’ Union met to study Roddy's case..
After some discussion they took action., 'The CGredit Union took
over Roddv's businass temporarily. They hired a man to drive
Lhe truck, After his wages were paid andithe Credit Union pay=
ménts made’,” the ‘Balance was placed in Roddy's account. 'As a




resulty: Roldy came’ out of the hosnital,tbffiﬁd himSelfgndﬁuonLyf\j

with a bank bhalance, but with a business still zoinn and a home

that swas not saddled'withitfdebt 'L 2654 i
Riit even more immortant in this story is the fecling that Hoddy
must have had about being helped this way., A community run with these

kinds. of princinles

Another

SOUTree

j;,oé i

3 can he hichly contawions,

(O N

social and buginees links could be land, T

b

referred to this in the discussion on the Gikuyu tribe previously.

Tmer fenla *hat coons should commete for Federal econtracts and sub-

1
1 ne

utilizins

to nrovidine a

mmity if a member

Howevar, fih
ﬁﬁ}_”]_iv’\

considered,

+the 1930's becanuse

"V'/')T 504 N
technical

. .
meehan arm

ahale)

assistanece, jobs,. and

hv which the

/

was foread to sell,

arn  aome ‘ﬁ"y"oh“_efﬂs

™ roints out that coops ~ot a pretty

of an important Ffactor that does not exist today:

credit,

in formin® coons

conld prevent another Homestead fiasco by

Aleo, he refers

s land wonld revert to the come=
127 ;

that must be

good lstart ian

128

"roduction was low and so menufacturers were «lad to sell to anvone. 5
T+ is unfortunate, hut nevertheless true, that cooperatives are still i
subject to much control by industry. Whether they can weather fhe i%
storm durin~ their infanéy is the real kev to their success., : “g”f
: Lot
Kent Jdeals wi some of the reasons why coops are not'as strong i
26 :
in this country as they are abroad. = First, many coops have been
geosranhically isolated., This is because many have heen rural. So=
cial and business links are'hard to actualize in this 'situation, )
Second, Tochdale Trinciples have not alwavs heen followed, Third;
a heteroceneous nopulation has caused Ethnic rivalries. Tn terms of
black peonle, a cooperative must deal around the concent. of solidarity  ‘j

Cwithédtiidnecornorating rivalry and comnmetition, with other ethnic groups,



withinizits structure As vreviously»stated}ﬁonelcoon_helninﬂ ﬂnnfhor

strensthens both, cven thoush they're different & ps.‘ <onr1h caop.

wave heen: Iinked with labory andathusy rho'”onls aro nnL tolallv un-

derstood. Fifth, fthere is a high stah.arA ot l]Vxn“ and“ﬂjf’ mobll-*

ity in " thisscountry, . The fofmer is mot, as. Lrup for black neonle.f:’
ARAnERE Y et is often Gadsed by the Eormerfin rgﬁenéejiashiqnﬁ£§r%
blacks, Therefore, it seems coops may worl bettex: for blacks¥than’A a‘"fi,f:
other smeriecans.  Tinally, there is no stron‘hation or”anization;¥v
This will he necded in order to strencthen the coops: hoth indiﬁidﬁally
an” collectively. ‘

A cecond, ~oscible solution is that of redistribution of income}ﬂ, L

This is a much rnore wvidely discussed alternative than 1is COoOrsS. : T
one of the most widely known that is used today is the welfare

ystem. The anthor mekes some recommendation to improve upon this

svstem. These are not necessarily inclusive, nor do. theyideal

comnletely wit™h The caus

(3
)
>

Tn addition, many are beine used in”vaf—:"TQ;‘ﬁ
ious states in the country,

First, he recommends broadening ‘or eliminating certain categories
so as to reach more neanle. All states have some eli~ibility reouire-

£f-

ments rmertainin~ to this point., The only:way-this would make a di
erence “is to eliminate the basic nrerise . .for these:reonirements; that
is, the Protestant Tthic.. .Teople need to. be wranted their basic needs

as' a'preregcuisite to growing in other ways;,
Second, he recommands - increased. federdl finaneéing - This 1sia
hizghly noliticel iscswe, Tts zoal is to. make proframs more objective

and more’ ecuitable throushout the country... The Social Security Sup-

plementuis.asten in this . direction,

¥ 15
J
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Third, he recommends reducing assistance payments at a rgtegsgb4kﬂ

stantially less than a dollar for each dollar carned. Yany states

already do this. PRut the real problem around this is the shortage

i
i

»f Jobs, not the se called incent{ve to:work'ﬁrbﬁiéﬂ;
Fourth, he recommends improving the clieﬁf;wérker‘relatioﬁshipét?'
T™is cannot be done without improving thé System;iﬁdividUal:relatibﬁ;ﬂ
ship,
The problem with this nlan is that it still doesn't deal with
111 the neonla. There is an inherent bias in its imnlementatibn; that
ie, the factor of how poor vou are considered to be, S
st 3T
The disensdion today centers aroun’ the negative jncome tax plans.:
‘et's look at some of the nronosals around fhis.
First, there i=s the plan to zuarantee a minimum income ecual 'to
50% of the familv's noverty line, This can be divided into two con-
cepts. The first would be s flat tax rate on.:50% of a familv's'nbv--
2arty income =an, The second would be a regressive tax schedule Qith _ gA
a 75% tax rate on first third of income and marginal rates ontthe-resty
Second, there is the plan to use ‘the value. ofi the present’ tax
axemptions and minirmum sténdarﬂ deductions as Ffeakﬁvon lines and;
vuarantee minimum income ecual to'50% of thisi ‘
Third, thera ic the plan to allow a 0% rate on first half of
fFamily income up to the noverty line and 50% on second half.
Pinally, there is the nlan of nevative taxation and social div-.
idend taxation as pronosed by Tobin. He would allow 5400.00 for each,

Family member up to six and $150,00 for the seventh and eighth,: with

no further allowances. The tax unit would be subject to a 35,3% tax

on.income un to the level where the nat tax liability edualed the tax
G e N T ‘ f
% S v L y y 4




R o e R i B

tnfortunatelv, the author pfdpbées‘thagi‘ e negative tax progs

be Financed by thinss like a sale's tax;i payrollitax, and increasing:

¢

the Yational debt. lie does not mention changing the tax structure
fromton to bottom. The participants in the conference on taxation

that he renorts on have similar viewpoints. They felt it'was a de-.
vice to meet the nz2eds of the poor. But they didn't:look on the: pro-:

L5537 ~-
nosals as o means to chan~se the distribution of income.

“ome of the roritive points, as ‘stated in this conference,: on

the ne~ative incore t&v are as Follow:

. "It ies universal rather than categorical,‘apnlying to,alluloW,K.
Income uniltes. : ; o : ’
. The rate at which benefits are reduced as income'rises can be
neld well below 1007, thereby reducing adverse effects onjin-

: G {
CCNTIVEE LD WOrK,

foud

o

1

2. Consilerably less stirsma would be involved than with the!pres-
ent mahlic ascistance . prozrams, : : .

L, The rvles oif ithe income tax would he substituted for the dis-
cretion of wolfare woerker.,'lsd : : :

1

On the other hand, three basic nroblems are associated with this .

system, First, what is to be nsed as the common denominator- income

wuarantee, tax rate, or break even level of income? The author ela-

borate=s,

he arithmetric indicates that the obiective of a
hich ~uarantead mininmm income combins’ with a +ay rate that
keans disincentivas to work low is not commatible with thésaba
jretiva 07 conTining allowance~ +o. Flin npore Tonversely. a 1ow

Y 3 1

e I ~ryes £y i syttt i Ny LY i o 0 e
reakeven el oT.lncome and a regaonalleislow newative taviratel

o PR . 2
i inceiitha B Rl Nl

miarantesdominimnum il 8

is rot compatible with, a:hich
conferees mene~alls agrand +hat a srhadi

chedule of rates averaging

8 Sy ol 0 LA AE S, - | + o . 2 3 ‘ g

much ahota 0" would not he accentable, eirher the cuarantee:
8 i T —

EN 1 ) BNy Lok o sty A J
g e ow or the breakeven level of iincome would b too .
31, 1] 55 : i ! A

The AY TV 210D T s s . it
he.othrr tvwo nroblems discussed were more aidministrative thow to cive

out the money, enforcement, =2tc,), and how to define income and tax i

WlER T erl e £

s EEHFr=E I 8 e - : . 7 S
(Just ‘earne Thneomc. grincome in kindi=etcy ),
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The, 1esue of odis+ribution of‘income-isfaéno1nf upon. Wthh’black

i : : o
neonle have alwavs been vnited on, | In the Conte b
the rrorosal falls short of dealing with c anoos."

tion system to worl, it would have to :be rmar:m oerl and’ f‘l"mém"l’lt

Tt would have to Jeal with reﬂistrihnfion ofiTres ourceq (hoth monetarv

and non-monctary) for entire communities, This cduld start WJth fh?

nee of svhsidiecs 1ilze the railroads, farmers, and oil industrles get.
T+ can't just thinlk in terms of individual eligibility, but of basic

richts of neorle to their share of what life is all about.

A third, possible solution is- the setting up of separate black

states., As Frazier states, this was formulated during the latter part

of the nineteent: centurvy by a ¢roup of black leaders and intellectuals
157 oo
who felt it was the only solution to the race vrnn]on. AR

Today, the “Yation of Islam is a major prononent of this philose=
phy. 0Ofari describes the major moints in Mr. !uhammad's program. as
38 i
ity ir the building of a black economy. This: is partly

achieved throurh thz meny activities' in which they:are. involved. “For i

instance, thev insure every member a Jjob if he or she needs one. ' They

believe this worl's as an effective therany to help the black man o
130
woman malke th~ fransition. Tt is alsc makes them fezel needed.,

N e 3

Those who Join the Nation do so for many reasons. Tssien-Udom

feole that it i- the unwardly mobile black person, TLrom poor economic

L40 i |
surroundinrs, who 1s moct inclined to join. A second type he des- !
eribes is those who f£ind a spiritual-social affinjity within theiNation.

weir need was simnle and inarticulate- they wanted to reach

nr]-\}
outsie tF:w"“‘"o” for an undefined answer to.their life situa=i
tfon. These join rartly because of their dissatisfaction with

the llerro middle-class social exclusiveness and leadership,
ird,. “roup are those who have, reacted to: their own emptiness




their lack of identitv-.and their scemlnﬂly fl"od no 1Tion—'and

have consciouslv searched fFor a political- relicrions outlet. The
elite core of “mhammad's fellowers beloun to. lhn “TOHn.”]L]“

The problems around getting convorts are ro]aund to Lho rallﬂlous{

142 .

an social aspects of the movement. Whose.looklnp for tho old tlma(

relirion will mnot be satisfied with the more: substied wav 1t is han-’
Aled, Those lookiny for genuine Tslam will not be satis fxed bpcause

it is tied up with nationalism. And. those looking for rac1al,identitY””

will not Finl it becauos of *uhammad's empbasis on black beople‘gvaA
Asiatics Neverthelass, the Nation does provide 1nity for'aﬂséétiohi.‘ ‘ﬂﬁf?
of black Amerira that Ffeels comfortable in it. .. Yet,-1f Nationalism

is soiny to worl for the black masses, -it must emphasize Dolitiéal.aﬁd
aconomic “oals, Peli~ion and social life must be subordinate to this.

e Mation, at lzast in their rhetoric, seems to emphasize these .fac-
tors the other wayv arcund. L

For blacl: reorle to build a separate hlack mation, they must: be

145 ;
in control of the lanl and the institutions affectins them. . The
Watijon nas becn able to control some land. And itidoes coversely
control its own instit:tions. But it really can'‘t make siznificant

procress toward total control of what is imrortant to black people by 

-1

using the white msan's methods. It must develop its own,:like Chinal's

r, -5uUn Yat Sen in 1911, His philosophy was comnrised of three‘major

N

issues. First, Wationalism meant the end of imperialiem. Second, it:

meant a opecial kind of Zoecialism teo Fit the social and economic con-

dition of his paonle, “hiri Nationalism meant a new form of democracy

‘_:
v\_~

to fit his people's needs, For black people, and the Muslim: move-

2

ment, ' the emphasis must be in;the same direction. ' Tt appears'that

ation of Tslam is a weapon that could be used in forming a se-



= e it A sl S s L b AR i s PrTROY FOSIES E R

Sl

arate black state., However, it ﬂnd oihor‘féllﬁlou ﬁfbuhs withln'3
the black community, must become more. danrahlo to fhc nonm]ﬁs i) nPedS
for identitv, economic development, and- nol111cnl nower out91d9 o"i
Fhe iMstate™in eorder to nohﬂovo:thls realltyo_

A Fourth, rossible solntton could ba fhp ﬂevglopm@nr or sk111ed

s

nrofessicnals within the Wlack commmity, 'ThegndlntWheréhlskto de.

-

velon a eclass of ~eon-le who can necotiate with the white: nower etru-

145 o G
ture for their revvieces, Schuchter believes thHis can he accomplished .
by Adevelonin~ 'inka os hetween the »lack community, as a supplier, and

tha loren indnei=feas outside the black commnity. WHe feels the two

ran work FoTother o nroduee a school of entrenrenenrshin that can
146

fanl inte the reet of society, noare smnhasizes that this educa-

tion muat he Tar “te ohg of the future such as aerospace engineer-

inc, —ecreation Jirncting, Adentistry, computer prosramming, mass media @& &

production, eomminications eavirment, medical tecnno]o”v ~operations
47 : et i
rasearch, teachin: and cuality control, Wright goes a bit! further,

i

e states that *+hese talenis shonld ba used to develon specific in-

stitutions reared toward survival, development;-and prenaration-for

an inevitahle race-cluse war. His recommendations are:

L. Mlack coo~eratively contrelled commnications systems. ‘ :
?. Black urban infrastructure of cooperatives linked with'a rural:
one formin~ a senarate econony, '

3.. Land reform and redevelopment,:andicollegtive ownershipiof

OTC2 8. iy
L, "rolle research institutes and/or university deal= & iy
rulitural, economic and technologic, and nolitical G

on skill is not really new. ' IurinT slavery tlmes,
14

blacks were taught almost gll craftsa.’ Then, durln* the mass mi- .

This amphasi

6]

gration to the north after World War:I, hisieducation was chanved to

»

h nﬂ]pw "Meeds, The mointrwas that in hothvcasbs

y . the black:iman

¢
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was tauchf: onlv what the white mdn'really‘¥idn’tuneed to know;  ffa-
zier describes this during the miﬁrétion.' He‘bbiﬁfs out fhét thé f.’1 
industrialization o the South coincidéd'witﬁ‘a change in the\edﬁcéQiﬁv
tional struecture of black schools from vobafioﬁéi‘édurﬁes tokfhé'more  

classical courses. There was also a change in‘the'attitudes ofii theti iy

AL

southern whites towoerd colleme education for hlack people, but black
inetitutione of hicter e~ducation continned to receive onlY a small
150

Fract on of the sta“e anrropriection for hircher education,

0 the emshasic on bnildine expertise must be prefaced with the

buildins of zome other system as well., This could be incorporated in
a coorarative svetem, a cenarist S'"/Str:m’ PENL CALDA I thrée. j
Towever, hy fte~lT, a1l the exnertise in the world will do little to
brina about econo—ie survival, TFor instance, the age of automation
has nroheced o battle between the scientist aﬁd the businessman.
ﬁ”f; in the ent, it s the businessman who wing becavse he is paving
< L
For the rnroiuct, | |

Mone of these ~lternatives is a panacea for the social, economic,

and rolitical ~vnloitation of bhlack peonle,., TYwven a combination of

all four will =ot hFins éh'ut instant success. Revolution may be‘the
only answer, 1 just don't lmow, Yewvertheless, black nesorle can be-
come mere unitesd if certain steps are taken,. First, Wricht's emphasis
on accuirin~s land and institutions would he of prime importance,  Sec=
ond, the coonzrative form of developmnent should be updated and then
implemented in building these -institutions. Third, black people-should
continue to worl: tovards roceiv{nq individual expertise from: the es-

1
t

utions of this country.

e
+

tablished white inst

e £irst of these suggestions.is the most difficult, 27T am not

ik O ARE hine T T el s



think that th

aﬁfadhgd enterpris

of this, neople

Aiglims . are ‘an examnle

¥t

‘the ecultural niche they empha

in. terms of bleck solidaritv.

for all other development,
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