No agreement on debates
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Later, Carter accu rd and
resigned President chi V. Nixon
of ignoring charge illegality in the
Medicaid system

Commenting on a report by Senate
investigators, who 1id they found
wide L»I“.nf abuses by health service
providers and Medicaid recipients in a
10-city study, Carter said Medicaid’'s
record of fraud and poor care I8 “a
terrible example of federal
bureaucratic indifference

The Senate investigators said they
found that as much as half of the $15
billion spent annually on Medicaid is
wasted

I'hen, in talk before the Voter
Education Project, Inc., which has

registered milliot acks in the
wouth, Carter vowed 0 end red lape
that keeps some potential voters from
the polls

Carter said | would work for
passage H lay that would
automatically register all Americans
as they reach their 18th birthdays. He
admitted that a bill to allow Americans
W0 register by posteard for federal
elections faces too much opposition in
Congress (o pa this veatr

On the debate Carter said he
prefers a format sought by the League
of Women Voters, allowing questioning
on & wide variety of subjects. Ford has
wanted question limited in each
debate to a specific 1ssue

If President Ford can go in, briefed

on just one narrow subject with a whole
sheaf of documents and memorized
statements, | think that would remove
a great ‘deal of the debate aspect,”
Carter said

Despite the election commission
approval of the league's sponsorship of
the debates, there are several potential
problems still
frontation. Two other presidential

talling the con

candidates, former Georgia Gov.
Lester Maddox and former Sen
Eugene McCarthy, are threatening
court action if they aren’'t included in
the debates

Another problem is one of financing
The FEC decided that league spon
sorship of the debates would not violate
campaign financing laws, but ruled out
direct contributions to the league from
corporations and labor unions to help
pay for the debates

Carter’s running mate, Sen. Walter
F. Mondale, campaigned Monday in
San Francisco, where he criticized the
Nixon and Ford administrations for
their policies on arms sales. Mondale
said Nixon and Ford have tried to turn
America, “‘once proud to call itself the
arsenal of democracy into just an
arsenal.”’

He said, ‘‘The whole world is losing
the race to control the instruments of
war

And Mondale saill he fears that Ford,
trying to make campaign p«npt.\_ might
try to clinch some kind of last-minute
arms agreement with the Soviets that

will not properly protect our secu ity
interests.” He said, ‘“While we all pray
for a successful agreement, I hope
President Ford would not rush into a
hasty agreement

Mondale said he and Carter are
committed to controlling the spread of
nuclear and conventional arms, saying
the Ford administration record in
“pushing arms sales is scandalous. It
has been a practical failure and a
moral failure.”

Ford’s running mate, Sen. Robert J
Dole of Kansas, campaigned Monday in
Maryland, where he toured the state
fair at Timonium

Noting that an upcoming campaign

ul il take him into the South,
considered Carter’s home territory,
Dole said, “My trip will demonstrate
once and for all that we are noj, writing

off any states




