Ujamaa Socigty, the Graduate Political Scigneg {Issociation
and

the Pepartment of Political Scigneg at Clark tlanta University

in partngrship with The dfrican {Imgrican Human Rights
Foundation

Presents
The dgecond {Annual Walter Rodngy Symposiam

Twenty five ygears ago, the dfrican Piaspora lost ong of its most

outspokegn and progressive Pan {Jfrican activists and scholars.

This annual gvent is dedicated to the lggacy of Walter Rodney

and the indgliblg mark his scholarship and activism has Igft on

the {frican Piaspora.

“Contemporary Challenges to Pevelopment In rifrica and the
aribbean: The HIV/AIPS Pandemic and The Pebt Crisis”

Wedngsdag, March 23, 2005
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at
Vg Stfisats Anerican The Thomas W. Colg Scigneg Research Building
Human Rights Foundation Cuppk At 223 James P. Brawley Prive, 5.W., (dtlanta, GH 30314
€xhibition Hall

Sponsored by:

Ujamaa docigty

Special Thanks to: The Center for Citizen Participation.

Reygnoteg Spgaker:
Pr. Salih Booker, Executivg Pirgetor, Hfrica {Ietion, Washington, P.C.



WHALTHER ROPREY BIOGRAPHY

3/23/42—6/13/80

Walter Rodngy was born in Gegorgetown, Gugana on Mareh 23, 1942. His was a
working class family-his father was a tailor and his mother a scamstress. {fter
attgnding primarg school, hg won an opgn gxhibition scholarship to attgnd
Queens Collgge as ong of the garly working-class bengficiarigs of conegssions
madg in the field of education by the ruling class in Guygana to the new nation-
alism that gripped theg country in the garly 1950s.

Whilg at Quegns Collgge goung Rodney gxeglled acadegmically, as well as in the
fields of athlgtics and dgbating. In 1960, hg won an opgn scholarship to further
his studigs at thg University of theg West Indigs in Jamaica. Hig graduated with a
first-class honors deggreg in historg in 1963 and, won an opgn scholarship to
the &chool of Origntal and Hfrican Studigs in lbondon. In 1966, at the age of 24
he was awarded a Ph.®. with honors in frican tlistory. In 1970, his Ph.® dis-
sertation was pablished by Oxford University Press ander the titlg, “{ History
of the Upper Guinga Coast, 1545-1800”. This work was to s¢t a trend for Rodney
in both ehallgnging thg assumptions of wgstern historians abouat {frican his-
tory and setting new standards for looRing at the history of oppressed peoplgs.

By thg summer of 1968 Rodngy's "drounding” with the working poor of Jamaica
had bggun to attract the attgntion of theg government. 0, when he attgnded a
Black Writers' Conferegneg in Fontregal, Canada, in October 1968, the Hugh
Shearer-lgd Jamaican lsabor Party Government banngd him from rg-gntering
the country. This action sparked widegspread riots and revolts in Kingston in
which sgveral peopleg werg Rilled and injared by the policg and sgearity foregs,
and millions of dollars worth of property degstroged. Rodney's encounters with
the Rastafarians werg published in a pamphlet gntitled "Grounding with by
Brothers," that becamge a biblg for thg Caribbgan Black Power Fovement.

Having been expelled from Jamaica, Walter returnegd to Tanzania after a short
stag in Cuba. There he Igetared from 1968 to 1974 and continugd his groundings
in Tanzania and othegr parts of {dfrica. This was the period of the dfrican libera-
tion straggles and Walter, who fervently beligved that the intellgetaal should
makg his or her skills availablg for the strugglgs and gmancipation of thg pgo-
pleg, became degply involved. It was from partly from thegse activitigs that his
sgeond major work, and his bgst Rnown “How €uropg Underdeveloped dfrica”

- gmerged.

Rodngy also developed a reputation as a Pan-fricanist theorgtician and
spokgs person. He was verg closg to somg of the Igaders of libgration move-
ments in dfrica and also to political Igcaders of popular organizations of indg-
pendent territorigs. Together with other Pan-ffricanists he participated in dis-
cussions lgading up to the Sixth Pan-dfrican Congress, held in Tanzania, 1974.
Before the Congress he wrotg a pigeg: "Towards the Sixth Pan-ffrican Con-
gress: dspeets of the International Class Straggle in {dfrica, the Caribbgan and
Wmerica."

On Julg 11, 1979, Walter, together with sgven others, was arrgsted following the
barning down of two government officgs. tig, along with Prs Rupert Roop-
naring and Omawalg, was later charged with arson. From that period up to the
timg of his murder, hg was constantly persgeuted and harassed and at Igast on
ong oceasion, an attempt was madge to Rill him. Finallg, on the gvening of Jung
13, 1980, he was assassinated by a bomb in the middle of Georgetown.

Walter was marrigd to ®r Patricia Rodngy and the union borg three children-
Shaka, Ranini and {dsha.

Panglists

Reynotg Speaker:

8:10pm

8:595pm

2" 9nnual Walter Rodngy Symposium

Welecoming Reegption

Call to Order and Overvigw of the Symposium
Ms. Cherdrena Brown, President, Ujamaa Socigty

Introduction of dymposium Flodgrator, Ms. Janvigve Williams,

Piregetor, atin American & Caribbgan Center by Cherdrena
Brown

{tlanta Tribute to ®r. Walter Rodney

Ms. dusan Ross, City of {tlanta
Mr. €bon Pooley, Program Manager, WRTG Radio dtation

Mr. djamu Baraka, €xecutive Pirgctor, U.o. Human Rights
Network

Rodngy Family Responsg

Pangl Piscussion on “Contgmporary Challgnggs to
Pevelopment in dfrica and the Caribbgan: The HIV/AIPS
Pandgmic and the Pebt Crisis

Ms. Roberta Walker, Pepartment of (dfricana and Pugerto-
Rican/lbatino dtudigs, Hunter Collgge/CUNY

Pr. Rwaku Panso-Boafo, Former Minister of Health, Republic
of @hana

Mr. Salih Booker, €xecutive Pirgctor, dfrica {detion
Questions and Inswers

Closing Remarks-®r. Hashim Gibrill, Pgpartment of Political

dcignee

Pr. Reith Jennings, Founder, dfrican dmerican Human Rights
Foundation




