INTERDENOMINATIONAL THEOLOGICAL CENTER

671 Beckwith Street, SW
Atlanta, Georgla 30314

COSMOPOLITAN A M(E, CHURCH
AND THE PROBLEM OF THE VINE CITY COMMUNITY
OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Submitted to the PFaculty of
the Interdenominationsl Theological Center
as partial fulfillment of requirements for
the degree of Master of Divinity

Senior Essay
David Alexander Russell, Jr.
April 1, 1969

115



MRODUCTION ‘. . FOEY . ° . . . . e . . . .

Chapter

I. Social Problems . . . . . . ° . . .
II. Institutlonal Response to Needs of Poor . .
A. Government Programs .« o+ « o o

B, Community Organizations . . « « +
C, The Role of the Church . . . =+ «
III. Coemopolitan A M.,BE. Church -- What it Can Do.
A, Education. . e o e e
B. Job Training and rlacemant . o oo

C. Fahily Renewal Threugh Housing and

Oy O Ui W N

Services . .
D. Community Organization

E. Welfare Reclipients. . . .
IV, Conclusion « o« o« ¢ o o o P
V. Bilbliography

13
14

16



INTRODUCTION

Cosmopolitan A.M,E, Church is a church of about nine
hundred members located in a poverty-stricken section of
Atlanté, Georgia,knowh as Vine City. Most of the members of
this church happen to be residents of Vine City, yet the
church has no program geared toward minlstering to the needs
of the community. The congregation consists largely of work-
ing class people. Some are reported to be on the poverty
level., There is, however, a sizablé.number of members who fit
into the middle-class category. There are three principals and
from fifteen to twenty public school teachers in the member-
ship. Yet, despite the vast human and financlal resources 1t
has the church has had little to do with the surrounding
community.

For instance, Cosmopolitan ralses an annual amount of
about $30,000. Out of this amount come the upkeep of the
church, the maintenance of the parsonage, the general budget,
the péstor'a salary, etc. None of this amount is used for
community purposes. Most of it is spent on church matters only.

Therefore, aslde from serving as host to a few commu-.
nity meetings on urban renewal,the church has had little else
to do in the life of the communlty in whilch 1t 1s located.

At this point one may ask what are the problems of the Vine
City communitj? What efforts, if any, are being made by
other institutions in the community in response to the needs
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that are there? What should be the church's mission as it con-~
fronts the situation in which it exists? These questions the
student hopes to answer in the following pages of this work.

To my advisor or any others who may read this essay,
I would say that what is written and implied in thls essay is
with the best intentions. The point here 1s not to condemn
either the church under consideration or its leadership. If
at points the tone of the essay seems critical, 1t 1s hoped
that it 1s at every point constructively critical.
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I, B0CIAL PROBLEMS

Vine City is a six by four block area bounded by
Simpson Street on the north, Northside Drive on the east,

Hunter Street on the south and Sunset Avenue on the west,
located in the western section of the city. According to a
survey conducted last fall by Economic Opportunity Atlanta,
Inc. Vine City has a population of about 3,700 people. Seven
hundred and twenty-five are men, 1,175 are women and 1,800 are-
children,

Residents of the area live in 368 family units. In
betiter than 504 of all the family units the father iz absent.
Twenty-four percent of the property is owner occupled. HNearly
half of the adult male populaticn is unemployed., Over 75% of
the females are employed and 90% of the children attend school.
Three hundred and seventy-five mothers recelve Aid for Dependent
Children (A.F.D.C,) and six hundred and thirty-five familles
receive surplus food. In certain portions of Vine City some
families suffer malnutrition. Several health problems exist
in the area.t

In her survey of the community made in 1965 Dr. Halvor-
son of the Sociology Department of Spelman College discovered
that Vine City has an infant mortality rate of 268, The
average educational level for adults is the sixth grade,
Fifteen percent of the population are high school graduates

 lpauline Kendell, private interview held at the Nash
Washington NHelghborhood Service Center, Atlanta, Ga.,
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while only 1% have finished college.?

Many of the housing facilities in the area are dilapi-
dated and are under urban renewal study. A survey made by the
Southern Reglonal Council reveals that a large humber of homes
stand in need of painting, wall and ceillng repalrs. Screen
doors, adequate floors, proper electric wiring and sanltsary
plumbming are all rare features in Vine City. Approximately
76% of the residents rent the houses in which they live. Occu-
pants pay rents which in one year equal the tax assessed value
of the house. Studies show that "a house assessed at $750.00
of ten rents for $60.00 a month,"3

II. INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSE TO THE NEED OF THE POOR

A. Government Programs

There are several orgaenizations working in Vine City
which are attempting to ameliorate the conditions of that
community. Economic Opportunity Atlanta, Inc. (E.0.A.), an
agency of the Federal Government, is the strongest organization
operating in the area with dffices in downtown Atlanta. The
Nash Washington Neighborhood Service Center, an extension of
E.0.A., serves the Vine City community from ite location at
247 Ashby Street, N.W. An extension of the Nash Washington

2yayne Johnson, private interview held at the Vine
City Foundation, Atlanta, Ga., March 28, 1969.

3Helen Howard, et al., The Vine City Foundation, Inc.
(Atlanta: The Vine City Foundatlon, Inc, 1%677, P. 1.
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Neighborhood Service Center 1s located in Vine City off the
corner of Walnut and Magnolia Streets. It serves as a referral
center to other agenices and listens to the problems of the
community. A staff member indicates that many times persons
only want a listening ear,

Though it is not an eleemosynary organization food and
clothing are often donated to needy families through its Social
Service Department. Man Power (Job Training) is also.a part of
the operation. The A,3.E.P, and the Nelghborhood Youth Corp
(N.Y.C.) are phases of the Man Power program. The A.8.E.P,
sponsors local on-the-job training and attempts to secure em-
ployment for trainees in some given establishment in the city
while the N,Y,C. sends people to different parts of the country
for tralning in various kinds of work. Head Start, at present,
is also part of the E,0.A. program. This is a six-week program
for pre-schoolers (ages 3~5) teaching them how to beé_come ad- |
Justed to the classroom setting. Welfare and recreatlion pro-

grams are also sponsored by Economlc Opportunity Atlanta, Inc.

B, Community Organizations

A wide variety of non-partisan organizations are at work

in the Vine City area. The Vine City Foundation, perhaps the
largest and most complex of these organizations, is composed of
residents of the ghetto who, through the development of commu-

nity action, attempt to deal with their own problems. The

| anuline Kendell, private interview held at the Nash
Washington Neighborhood Sefvice Center, Atlanta, Ga.,
March 25, 1969.
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Foundation sponsors a large number of projects designed to serve
the residents of the community, The Neighborhood Counsel and
Consultatlion Service assisté residents of ihe community with
problems in welfare, housing, rent and legal services, Consul-
tations and referrals to other agencies are made daily. Pro-
fessional men in the legal field throughout Metropolitan Atlanta
assist the service in handling numerous problems.

The Vine City Medical Clinic, a small medical clinic
staffed by volunteer medical personnel, provides local treat-
ment for minor injurles and illnesses. The Foundation also
sponsors an Emergency Assistance Program which offers immediate
agslstance in providing food, clothing, rent and medical care
for the residents of the Vine City community.

Other projects include the Craft and Candle Shop, the
Thrift Shop, the neighborhood library and a nursery. The
Foundation also publishes a community neﬁspaper called The

Vine City Voice. This organ provides the people in the commu-

nity the opportunity to express thelr ideas on local lssues of
concern to them. Rev. Wayne Johnson, a student at the Inter-
denominstional Theologlcal Center, is the editor.

A small scale tutorial program is also sponsored under
the direction of Rev., Johnson., Students from the Atlanta
University Center serve as tutors of grade school and high
school students in thls program.

A second non-partisan organization operating in response
to the needs of the community is the Army Church. A non-profit
organization composed of residents of Vine Clty who are interested
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in the betterment of thelr community the Army Church works to
stimulate the morale of the community. Emphasis is placed on
the individual's responsibility, involvement and commitment
to himsgelf and his fellow man. Such matters as particlpation
in community affairs, self-help, self-respect and respect for
the rights of others are encouraged by the Army Church.

A third organization serving in the community is the
Royal Knights., Initially a recreation club, the Royal Knights
- 1s one of the most popular organizations in the Vine City area.
During the summer of 1967 the Royal Knights started out to
sponsor one basketball team. By June 30th they were sponsoring
eighteén clubs. Other projects sponsored by the Royal Knights
include the following: ~fashion shows, lectures on groomlng,
and talks on how to use the telephone,

Finally, there is the Vine City Nursery. Thls program,
sponsored by the Quaker House of Atlanta, 1s designed to care
for the children of mothers who have to leave home to go to work.
Economic Opportunity Atlanta, Inc. shares in the financing of
this operatlon.

C. The Role of the Church

Heretofore, Cosmopolitan has performed an active but a
very limited role in the life of the community. During the
pastorate of Rev, L. J. Jones (1965-6T) Ccsmopolitén A.M.E,
Church engaged itself in community activities—as a means of (1)
preventing riots in the area and {2) ridding the community of
those who were attempting to exploit the situation for political
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purposes.5

Rev. Jones gave talks to young people at the Nash
Washington Neighborhood Service Center's extension in Vine
City on sex education. Jones also served on the Advisory
Committee of the Nash Washington Neighborhood Service Center.

At present the church continues to minister to the
people of the community but in a limited and impersonal way.
The pastor represents the church on the Board of the Nash
Washington Neighborhood Service Center. He is a member of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and of "Operation
Breadbasket." The church also pérticipates in the annual
passion week éervice which is sponsored by the A.M.E. Ministers
Union,

Cosmopolitan has served as the host to some meetings
held on community matters. In 1967 the mayor of Atlanta held
a meeting at the church explaining urban renewal. In July,
1968 Cosmopolitan opened its doors to a community meeting
sponsored by Morris Brown College on remodeling the community.
Various protest: meetings in whlch residents of the community
volced their feellings on ilssues pertaining to the community with
clty foicials present have been held at Cosmopolitan A.M,.E,.
Church.

However, the church itself has no program by which it

can relate itself to the needs of the people living in Vine City

5L. J. Jones, private interview held at the Inter-
ggggminational Theological Center, Atlanta, Ga., January 14,



-8~

some of whom, as we noted earlier, comprise a major portion of
i1ts membership. In the following sections of this paper the
student will propose some measures which the church may take
as 1t ministers to the needs of the people living in that

community.

III. COSMOPOLITAN A.M.E, CHURCH -- WHAT IT CAN DO

A. Education

Much of the poverty in Vine Clty can be attributed to
the poor educational backgrounds from which many of the people
come. According to the study made by Dr. Halvorsen 84% of the
adult population of Vine City have not finished high school.
Meny residents of the area have been found to be illiterate.
A large segment of anti~poverty‘workers throughout the nation
consider education to be, as one author put it, "the bedrock
stepping stone cut of poverty."6 .

ticularly basic education beginning with reading, writing and

The need for education, par-

arithmetic, has occurred repeatedly in every attempt to 1ift
the burdens of low income people in city, suburb or rural
community.7

In her book entitled How Churches Fight Poverty Elma

L. Gréénwood, Associate Director of the Department of Economic

ILife of the Natlonal Council of Churches, cltes several tutorial

6Elme L. Greenwood, How Churches Fight Poverty, (New
York: Friendship Press, 1967), p. 4l.

TIbid.
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programs successfully sponsored by churches and church groups
throughout the country. Many of which are suitable for use
at Cosmopolitan. In Syracuse, New York, a literacy program
was started with the distribution of posters throughout the
community reading "Free! to adults -- Learn to Read." Though
{1lliterates cannot read many of them do recognize the word
"eree", Speaking of this technique of attracting illiterates
to a literacy program Greenwood provideé the following note:
What else the flier says has been the best news of
their lives for the thousands of men and women in the
Syracuse area and, through the ldea's spread, in many
other communities of New York and other states, who have
been taught to read and write by more than 1,000 deeply
committed Literacy,Volunteers since the project started
in February, 1963.8
In the Syracuse program classes were conducted on a
one pupll-one teacher basis so that no cne else will be in-
volved in the pupil's training. Teachers meet with their
tutees for one hour twice a week at a mutually convenlent time
and place. Places with quiet workrooms szre located in churches,
soclal agencies and libraries, Cosmopolltan has rooms within
. its facility that can be used in offering private tutorial
1essohs to illiterates. The basement of the church contains
rooms in which private lessons may be conducted without inter-
ference.

School teachers (both active and retired), secretarles,

college students, housewives or, in fact, every kind of person

8Ibid., p. 42.
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who cares, can be recruited for the program. The literacy
program may go through the fourth grade only. Upon completion
of the course the tutees may be granted a diploma. However,
they should be encouraged to attend the adult public school
education program. One such program is conducted at the
Booker T. Washington High School here in Atlanta.

Adults are not the only group who may benefit from a
remedial or tutorisl program. Children who show poor reading
or learning habits in school can benefit from such a program.
Greenwood relates as follows:

As the tutorilal experimentors gained experience with
the slow learners and wilth the personal, family and
environmental causes of thelr difficulties, attention
turned also to preventive programs with potential drop=-
outs., These programs frequently begin with children who
show poor reading or learning tendencies in the earliest
grades. Another soon-revealed need was for gquiet, super-
vised study rooms where youngsters from distracting home
gituations could have periods of uninterrupted 'homework!.

Churches, church groups or agencles, with virtually
untapped volunteer teacher resources and large amounts
of unused space, were among the flrat to initlate and
then to expand §uterial, remedial reading and quiet
study programs,

With the educational needs in the community as great
a8 they are, a church-sponsored tutorial program conducted by
Cosmopolitan A.M{E; Church should prove to be very helpful in
minigtering to the needs of the community. The church is
located in the very center of the community and is within
walking distance of all persons living within the community,

both young and old. Principals, teachers, secretaries and

91bid., p. 48.
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other professional members of the congregation may help to re-
crult their co-workers as volunteers in a tutorial program.
Grants can be obtained from the E.0.A. as a means of covering
whatever expenses that may arlse.

‘Churches have always displayed a primary concern for
education., In communities across the natlon churches engaged
in anti~poverty work have taken a big lead in helping victims
of poverty to secure educational opportunities, ranging from
children of pre-school age to adults.

Education is a major factor in almost every anti-
poverty program there 15,10 some projects specialize in
educatlion to the exclusion of all other features, concen-
trating on the needs of a speciflc age group. With the human
resources that it has wilthin its membership and due to its
proximity to the'Atlanta University Center, Cosmopolitan has
the opportunity to sponsor a vital remedial program for the
needy residents of the Vine City community. Cosmopolitan is
equipped with the physical facllitles, the leadership and the
pergonnel necessary to make such a program successful., In
addition, Cosmopolitan is within walking distance of all per-
song living in the community. Funds can be secured from the.

E.0.A. to cover whatever expenses that may arlse.

B, Job Tralning and Placement

As was mentioned earlier, nearly half of the adult male
populatl on 1living in Vine City is unemployed. Only 75% of the

101pi4., p. 41.
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femsle population is employed. Many of the Jobless lack the
training necessary for employment in varlous kinds of work.
Recognition of the fact that employment at adequate wages 1s
the best antidote to poverty has led churches and other anti-
poverty groups to conduct programs in training and retraining
people for suitable work in the labor market.

A vast number of church-gponsored Jjob training and
placement projects have been successfully conducted by churches
acrogs the country, many with support from the Federal govern-
ment. Some were even successful in enllsting the support of
business, educational, and philanthropic leaders throughout
the natlon.

In Phlladelphia, Pennsylvanis, the Opportunities In-
dustrislization Center (0,I.C.), initisted and sponsored by
the Rev, Leon H., Sullivan, pastor of Zlon Baptist Church, is
one of the most successful Jjob training and placement enter-
prises even devised by a church. The following account is
given on the inceptlon of the 0,IiCy program:

A door-to-door canvass of the Negro area ralsed

$102,000 in cash and equipment, and the Ford Founda-
tion added grants totaling $200,000., 1In an abandoned
Jailhouse, refurbished with the help of enthusiastic
Xg%gfiiers, the OIC opened for business in February,

Today, recruiters go into the streets, the homes, and

the billiard parlors explaining what the OIC has to offer in a

"feeder" program which covers introduction to job categories,

117pid., p. 15.
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job-finding techniques; minority history, grooming and hyglene,
civil service exams preparation, English as a forelgn language,
consumer education, remedlal reading and basic adult education.
Other courses cover specialized training such as communication
skills (concentrating on reading and writing difficultiles),
computational skills (mathematics from simple arithmetic to
trigonometry) and attltude orientation.

After completing the feeder program the trainee is
offered a choice between twenty-five Jjob training areas. The
job areas include: teletype, drafting, power wewing, labo-
ratory technicians, machine shop (including repair and main-
tenance), restaurant practices (from waltress to chief cook and
manager), sheet metal, electronics and electronic assembly,
secretarial sclence ineluding typing and office machine opera-
tion,'marchandisingnmarketing, IBM key punch, real estate sales
preparation, laundry and dry cleaning, small business manage-
ment, plumbing, heating and alr conditioning, brick masonry,
commerclal art and various printing operations,

0.I.C., has expanded tremendously with the help of funds
from the O0ffice of Economic Opportunity and:the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare., Through the 0.I.C. Institute,
an lndependent agency supported by public funds from 0,E,0. and,
the Department of Labor's Manpower office, forty other cities
are taking the first step toward launching an 0.I.C. program.
Rev. Sullivan contends that the success of the operation, for

the most part, depended on its community roots. He says:
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"Tt is important to raise some of the funds from the community.
The people then have a stake in them and won't let them dle,"12

With agencies like the 0,T.C. Institute, the O0,E,0.,
and others offering assistance to those churches that are
willing to Join the fight against poverty there appears to be
no reason why Cosmopolitan cannot take part in the effort.
Cosmopolitan may not be able to launch a program as immense
or as complex as that launched by Zion Baptlst under Rev, Sulli-
van but it can do its part where it is,

There are a number of vacant bulldings in the Vine
City area that can be renovated and converted into shops,
garages, and small factories and used in job training prograns.
Courses in auto mechanics, radio and TV repslring, cooking,
plumbing, painting, printing, secretarial science, small
business management and msny other subjects msy be sponsored
by the church., After having trained and qualified men in
certain skills the church can work with the Urban League,
"Operation Breadbasket" and other agenciles in securing sult-
able emplayment for graduates of the progran.,

A job training and placement program ¥pébed by Cosmo- .
politan A M,E. Church would not replace the work of other pro-
grams in the community., It would supplement them. The programs
already in existence are not meeting all of the people needing
them, A church sponsored program would, in a sense, take up

where E,;0,A, leaves off.

121hid., p. 18.
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In the light of what has been sald one might ask the
questlion why are religious groups so successful in these various
kinds of vocational efforts? The following note should suffice

as an ansver:

In Job training and placement, as in many other econo-
mic activities, both employers ané employees usually
respect the economically ‘neutral’ positlon of the reli-
gious leader or group. Thus a church«based project has,
by its nature, a substantlial head start in reaching out
to both groups needed to make any Job-related program

a working reality. Increasing emphasis on on-the-job
training has also required more and more cooperatlon from
the nation's industrial leaders, many of whom have become
personally interested in tralining programs as % result of
‘thelr contact with church-initiated projects.l

Furthermore, for progrems like these to have permanent
results, the approach to those who are in need of these bene-
fits must be as close to the one-to-one relationship as possible,
In conducting such s program the following steps in the use of

the personal approach are recommended:

e o« o first, in the recrulting, where prospective trainees
are not just notifled but sought out man-for-man, on street
corners, in bars or in crap games; second, 1n the training,
especlally where progression is based on individual attalne
ment rather then on a fixed instruction period; and finally,
in the follow-up, where the continuing contact is again not
only persistent but warmly personal. The person-to-person
approach seems to be made most easily iﬁd naturally by
religlously oriented people or groups.

C. Family Renewal Through Housing and Services
ILiving conditions at home have much to do with family

~ stability, For a famlly to remain intact today there is no

131bid., pe 23
Mresa,
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greater material need than an adequate place in which to live.
If a home is well equipped, located on a clean street in a
wholesome nelghborhood, the possibility of that famlly staying
together is greater. While many family problems are internal,
such external difficulties as bad plumbing, dilapidated walls,
inadequate floors, faulty electric wiring, rats and roaches
are enough to disturb even the most stable relatlonships.

Some churches, councils of churches, and denominational
bodies have attempted to meet the physical needs of famllies
by building low-cost housing projects. Loans can be obtained
from the Federal Govermment for the construction of low-cost
accommodations. Nevertheless, it takes time to plan, finance
and erect large-~scale housing. The needs of the poor are
desperate and demand immediate attentlon.

Low-income families are beset by psychologlecal,
emotional, household management and soclal problems also. A
church located in an urban ghetto can establish a marriage
counseling bureau. Some churches have sponsored birth control
clinlcs for mothers., Others have family adoption programs in
which a church assumes the responsibility of one or more
fémilies who are unable to pay their rent, Few educatlonal,
child-development or even Job training projects progress very
far before there is a recognition of the need to establish some
kind of family service that can address itself to the problems
of dally existence in the ghetto.15

As was stated earlier in thlg essay Vine City has 1its

lSIbidn 2 Po 6l"a
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housing and famlily problems., Surely an ares which 1s charac-
terized by dilapidated housing and in which the father is absent
in over 50% of all family units needs the churcht's ministry,
Perhaps some of the projects mentioned here warrant the attention
of\the'official board of Cosmopoliten A,M,E, Church. Cosmopoli~
tan may explore the idea of forming an assoclation with other
churches in Vine City in an effort to provide services for
famllies living in the area as have been done by churches in

the Hough area of Cleveland, Ohlo and Junior Village in Washing-
ton, D. C. Névertheless,‘the earnegt and disciplined efforts

of a church~based program is greatly needed in Vine City.

D. Community Organizstion

Community organization is one of the most effective
means of bringing about social change. ILyle Schaller, in his
book Community Organlzetion: Confllet and Reconcilistion, de-

scribes community organization as the process by which "the
resldents of a community are organized so they are able to identi-
fy their problems, establish priorities among thelr needs, de-
velap,a program of action and move on to lmplement this program.16
One might ask the question why should churches particl-
pafie i1n community organization? Schaller points to the
Christian's love of his fellowman and the love expressed by
Christians through their church. Community organization,
enebling individuals to attaln a new senge of dignity and self-
fulfillment, helps the church to express this more effectively.

ny

16ryle E. Schaller, Community Organization: Conflict and
Reconciliation (Kashvillea ibingdon P JbG)s Pe 10
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The church can also fulfill the unique role amnng many other
organizing forces of #eeping the organization process non-self
or neighbor-centered,

Institutionally the church is itself one of the organi-
zations in the community. Fortunately the assumption that the
local church exists to serve the people in its community is
more and more widely acknowledged, If this principle is
accepted it 1s difficult to see how the church can expect to
do this without becoming involvéd in a program of soclal chanhge
in its community.

Fortunately, Cosmopolitan is an active member of several
civic organizations operating in thg community., As was noted
earller the church 1s afflliated with the Nash Washington
Neighﬁorhood Service Center, the Southern Christlan Leadership
Conference and Operation Breadbasket, the latter an organization
workigg to secure suitable employment for members of minority

groups. The church supports these organizations financially.

E. Welfare Recipients

As was mentioned earlier in this paper in over 50% of
all the dwelling units of Vine City the father is absent thus
1éaving the familles to care for themselves as best they can,
Three hundred and thirty-five mothers who receive Aild For
Dependent Children (A.F.D.C.) and a total of six hundred and
thirty-five families who receive surplus food,

What can the church do in response to the needs of

persons who must depend on public welfare for support? In
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196k & group of lawyers in the Chieago area decided that there
18 need in Chicago for sssiatance to persons without knowledge
or means to obtain a lawyer. In a letier to the Chicago Bar
Association the lawyers stated: "We concluded further that
the many churches located in neighborhoods (of the poor)
throughout the city are im positions to help meet this need by
offering legel assistance as part of their general ministry,"7
In conjunction with the Neighborhood Counsel and Cone
‘tﬁ] gsultation Service of the Vine City Foundation which, as we have
- mentioned eariier, responded to a:situation similar to that the
lauyers have reference to in Chicage, Cosmopolitan may sponsor
J such & program for welfare recipients or should be welfare
recipients, Such a venture would meke the church more relevant
-Eaj to the concrete neads 8f the community and at the same time

J - would win the confidence of the people in the community in thedr
¢hurch,

This student is one of the opinion that the church is
properly Justified in its participation in the fight against
poverty because such an engegement appears to be in accord with
its nature and mission. Alvin Lindgren, in his book Foundations
fof Purposeful Church Administration contends that the nature
and miselon of the church must be seen in the light of the
following factors: (1) the church as God's chosen community
(the central concept of the 0ld Testament), (2) the church &s
the body of Christ (the most significant concept of the New

y‘ IV. CONCLUSION
|

176reenwood, op. cit., p. 116.



Tegtament) and (3) the church as a fellowship of redemptive
love (a common mission of both eonaapts).lg
The £irst factor is that the church 1s God's chosen

community. This notion 1s, as Lindgren puts it, "basic to the
understanding of its nature.™? It stresses the divine origin
of the church. Hordern substantistes this position by declaring
that "the church exists because God intended for it to exist."?d
The historical root of the church goes back to the time of
Abraham when God called the patriarch of Israel out of Chaldea
with the promise that he wowld make him the father of a great
nation (Gen. 12:1-2). In responding, Israel became God's
chosen community.

~ Por what reason did God choose Israel out of all other
nations? God did not choose Israel because she was a world

pawar; or because shw was affluent, or religlous or In any way
merited the cholce., He chose her because he loved her. As the
writer of Deutercnomy reminds Israel:
It was not because you were more in number than any
other people that the Lord set his love upon you and
chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples; but
it is becsuse God loves you.
The only reason why God chose Israel was because he
loved them, and that love was unmerlited, God's grace 1s

18a1vin J. Iindgren, Foundations
Administration (Nashville: ~AD: :
19Ibid., p. 39.
201pid.

2lpsuteronomy 7:7-88.
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menifested in the 01d Testament as well as in the New, It was
the grace of God that called the church into being.

Secondly, for Israel to have been chosen out of all
other nations for a speclal privilege or favor would seem
unfair. Israel was not designated for any speclal privileges
or favors. Rather, she was called for a speclal responsibility.
She was designated to be a kingdom of priests making known the
love of God throughout the world., She was called upon to
minister to the needs of the world.

The writer of Exodus 19:5-6a quotes God as saying the
following to Israel:

Now therefore, if you will obey my volce and keep my
covenant, you shail be my own possession among all
peoplesy for all the earth is mine and you shall be to
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation,.22

In keeping with the thought expressed in Exodus 19:5-6a
Lindgren asserts as follows:

Israel's choice required first of all her obedience to
God in keeping the covenant, The requlirement of
obedlence 1s always upon those whom God calls, Further-
more, God's cholce was for a purposej Israel 1s to be a
kingdom of priests through whom God's love for 'all the
earth' 1s to be known. Just as the Levites were set
apart as a priesthood within Israel, so the nation should
be set apart as & priesthood to all the wor%%. Israel
was chosen as the instrument of God's love,®

A number of factors indicate the continuous link

between the 014 Israel of the 0ld Testament and the New Israel

22gxodus 19:5~6a.
QBLiI]ﬂgr&n, QEQ cit. s Po 40.
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of the New Testament. Richardscn, in his book An Introduction

to the Theology of the New Testament, cites the Christian

interpretation of Ex, 19:4-6a as follows:

The most strikin% affirmation in the NT that the
Christian community is now the true . . . Israel is to
be found in 1 Peter 2:9f., where the author somewhat
freely quotes Ex. 19:4-6 and applies what was there
said of Israel to the Christian Church: 'Ye are an
elect race . « .5 & royal priesthood . ..., & holy
nation . . ., & people of possession . . ., that ye
may shew forth the excellencies of him who cal%ﬁd

you out of darkness into his marvelous light.'

Richardson goes on to comment:

The passage affirms that the Christian community is
commissioned and enabled to perform the task of being
the light of nations, which the 0ld Israel falled to
become, Likewise, the Church of Jesus Christ was in
fact a royal priesthood (cf. Rev, 1:63 5:10; 20:6), a
consecrated nation, representing God to all the nations
of the world and the needs of all the world to God.,

The missionary implications of God's call to Israel
ggﬁfngwggeing realized through the witness of the

ch.,

The second factor is that the Church 1is the body of
Christ. Christ is the head of the church., As Newbigin argues
the church "derives its character not from its members but from
its head, not from those who join but from Him who calls it

into being."26 Thus the church cannot be true to her nature
apart from a meaningful acdeptance of Christ as the head of

QuAlan Richardson, An Introduction to the Theology of
th@éggw Testament (New York:T Harper & Row Publishers, 1 p
Pe 2(1s

251pi4.

267 es11e Newbi in, The Household of God (New Work:
Friendship Press, 1954), p. 2l.
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the church, "As the New Testament clearly indicates,” says

Lindgren, "the headship of Christ 1s acknowledged by a

personal commitment to Christ as Lord,"27

To speak of the church as the body of Christ is to
assert that it is the means through which the Spirit of the
Risen and Exalted lLord continues his work on earth. Again

Richardson states as follows:

The Church is thus the means of Christ's work #n the
world; it is his hands and feet, his mouth and volce.
As in his incarnate life, Christ had to have a body to
proclaim his gospel and do his work, so in hls resur-
rection life in this age he still needs a body to be
thelinﬁgrument of his gospel and of his work in the
world,

Likewise Lindgren argues as follows:

To speak in contemporary terms, the church 1ls to be
the instrument through whict Chris% continues to work

in the world today. In other words, the church 1s to
become the living expression of Christ's spirit in our
time and culture. This means that if the church 1s

true to its nature, 1t muat recognlze that its central
reason for being is to continue God's work of reconeciling

the world unto himself begun in Jesus Christ. If the church

is to fulfill its nature, 1t must be the body in which the
living word of God's love is found %gd Christ's work and
ministry extended to today's world,
The third factor asserted states that the church is
e fellowshlp of redemptive love. Members of the Christian

communion should find strength in fellowship with one another

as individuals. Through this process the church i1s strengthened

both 1nd1vidually.and collectively for service to the world.

28Rpichardson, op. cit., p. 256.
29Lindgren, CPe Ci'b.a Pe. 51.
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Thus one can see how appropriate it is for the church
to engage itself in the fight against ignorance, unemployment
and human misery whenever these problems plague the lives of
men., The church is supposed to be an instrument of God's
love., Where there is need the church should be ready to
respond to that need. Only by ministering to the reeds of
men can the church fulfill its mission.
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