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PREFACE

A1l Interdenominatiemal Theelogical Ceater |

~ students working for their degree of}Master of Christian
Education are priviledged to work im churches for two
years to use the methods and teéhniques they learn im
¢classroom, This field work is a kind of'experiment in
the theery we had been taught. I was givem Jumioer De- |
partment of Central Methodist Church from 1962 te 1963.
To have worked among these'childron, was really for me

& great experience,

I am thankful te Mrs. P.J, Coggims, Superimntemdent
of the Church School at Ceatral, whe was kind and helpful
to me im every respect, “Hef cooperatien ehabled me te
carry om my work'offectively end without any dirficulties,
though I was & foreigmer, I am thankful alse to Rev, A,S.
Dickerson, the pastor, for gifing me the_oppertuﬁity'to
work im his church. : ,’ _

Duriag my secdnd year from 1963 to 1964, I was
given an eppertunity to work.in Sﬁiat Merk Methodist Church,
on Peachtreé at Fifth Street, Northwest, I must mention
here that I am indebted te Dr., amd Mrs. Ralph Williamson

whe made it possible for me to come te States teo study,

i1



through Saint Mark'ﬁéthpdist‘Churéh; I was very happy
when they gave me ithe privilege to serve im this Chﬁrch.
I am grateful to Dr. Bevel iones; Paster, Dr. Jessie
 Warwick, Mrs, Ethel King Wade and others who made it
possible for me to work aad galr experience in White
Church also; This gave me the chance ef studyimg the
situation #f both White and Negro Churches,

I want to express my grateful thanks to Mrs.
Carrie L. Georgo; who was my major advisor durimg my
firat year of field ﬁork which was that of teaching'gnd
who helped me to face and solve problems. Alse, I want
to express my héartfelt gratitude to Dr. Jesephus R.
Coan, (iy major prefessor), who inspired and emcouraged
me to work im Saiat Mark Methodist Church, At the same
time; he was my adviser in the second year field work.
By his guidance aad counsel, I was able to carry on my

work successfully.

ii1



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE

[

) PREFACE . . . . . . . . . .
INTRODUCTION . « « o + « + o 1

A. The Purpose of Christian
Education . . . . . . . 3

B. Objectives of Religious
Education® « o o o o o o 5

THE CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH . . .+ 8
A. Background of the Church . o+ 8
B. The Church School « « «+ « & 12
C. Working With-Juniors o o o o 15

1. The Juniors . e« o o o 15
2. The Teacher . . . + o 19
3. The Room and Equipment; ¢« 21
L. The Worshipe « o o o 22
5. Religious Program . e o 25

6. Useful Books and Visual
Aids . . . . . ® . :28

a. Books for Juniors. . 28

b. DBooks for Teachers
and Parents « « ¢ o 30

iv



PAGE

D. Observations Made At Central
Methodist Church « ¢ ¢« o « « 31

1. The Teacher « o« « o « « o 31
2. Room and Equipment . . o o 32
3..Wbrship o« o o e« & o e e 732
L. Workers! Conference e« .« o o 33

| E. Lesson Plans Made And Used
With Juniors « « =« « & +» . 36

F. Creative Dramatics o« o+ o .. L7

G. Findings e o o . e o o o L9

‘H; Recommendations « . .v. e ¢ o+ 51

II  SAINT MARK METHODIST CHURCH . . . . 56
A. 1. Background o e e s .o o o 56

2. The Church School « « &« o o 60

-B. Observatlons Made At Church School 61

Gs Experlences As A Teacher . . . 6L

1. Lesson Plans Made And Used
~ With Juniors o+ « + « . o 6L

2. Christmas Play &  ; e o « 719
3. Article Written for Devotion . 83

L. Mission Study Nights . .« .« 85



5.¢.Laborat0ry School At Grace

Methodist Church

6. Workers' Conference

III SUPERVISING AND PLANNING WITH THE

[

L

L]

*

L

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION .

A. Why Do We Need A Director
B. Responsibilities

C. Qualifications Of A Director

L ]

IV FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION .

A. Findings .

B. Conclusion

BIBLIOGRAPHY

vi

. .
.. .
. ..

.

PAGE

87
92

9L
9L
96
103
105
 105

| 105

107



INTRODUCTION

"Christian Education is the process by which
persons are confronted with and controlled by the
Chiristian Gospel."l George A. Coe says:

It is the systematic critical examination and
reconstruction of relations between persons, guided
by Jesus'! assumption that persons are of infinite
worth, and by hypothesis of the existence of God,
the Greater valuer of person. 2

The Church has a definite mission. Christi-
an Education is one of the mihistries_by which she
seeks to fulfill her nature and perform the mission.
It is the chief function or task of the church. It
involves, Wyckoff says:

The efforts of the Christian Community to guide
both young and adult persons toward an ever richer
possession of the Christian heritage and a fuller .

participation in life and work of the Christian
fellowship. 3

The mission of the church, according to

l. D. C. Wyckoff, Theory and Design of Christian
Education Curriculum (Philadelphia: The West=-
minister Press, 1901), p.21

2. G. A. Coe, What is. Christian Education (New York:
Scribners, 1929), p.296

3. D. C. Wyckoff, p. 21



~objectives, is to witness to Jesus Christ through
our lives. Man has to struggle hard with his duel
nature., Christian education must seek to rescue

him from his weaknesses.



A, The Purpose of Christian Education

The purpose of Christian education is to
teach an individual in such a way that he makes de=-
cision in his life to live as a Christian. Through
Christian education he comes to know himself. He
also becomes more concerned about other people. His
relations with other people bécome deeper, and
Christian understanding takes place within himself.
- ‘He dlscovers God Hls love, HlS purpose of"creating
the world and HlS plan for: human belngs in this world,
He learns about the redemptlve power of Jesus Christ
and commits hlmself to the way ‘of our Lord and
Saviour,. |

Marjorie Reeves suggests seven needs that
society might provide:- |

1. The experience of comprehending the natural
world as a universe of law and order which
is given to man and upon which he is de-

- pendent.

2. The experience of living in human societies
which seek to express in their own 1life
this same principle of reliable order and

consistent law administered by trustworthy
authority.



3. The experience of true personal relation-
ships, of loving and being loved, and of
working in groups which give direct con-
tact of person with person, rather than
in masses..

L. The experience of understanding and em-
bracing one's daily work as a significant
and worthy service to the community.

5. The experience of understanding that to -
which one belongs, and of entering into
clear-sighted, critical membership.

6., The experience of being challenged to serve
~worthy purposes greater than oneself,

7. The experience of withdrawal into solitude.l

L. R. C. Miller, Education for Christian Living.
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, Inc.,

1956), p. 56.




B. Objectives of Religious Education

Dr. Paul Vieth has given seven objectivec @f

Religious education:

1.

2e

3.

L

5.

Te

To foster in growing persons a consciousness.
of God as a reality in human experience, and
a sense of personal relationship to him.

To lead growing persons into an understand-
ing and appreciation of the personality, life
and teaching of Jesus Christ.

To foster in growing persons a progressive
and continuous development of Christlike
character,

To develop in growing persons the ability and
disposition to participate in and contribute
constructively to the building of a social
order embodying the ideal of the fatherhood
of God and the brotherhood of man,

To lead growing persons to build a life phi=-
losophy on the basis of a Christian interpre=-
tation of life and the universe,

To develop in growing persons the ability and
disposition to participate in the organized
society of Christians---~the church.

To effect in growing persons the assimilation
of the best religious experience of the race,
as effective guidance to present experience.lk

L

Paul Vieth, Objectives in Religious Education.
(New York: Red Label Reprints, 1930) pp.380-88,




There are many churches who do not realize
the value of Christian education. The church which
fails to realize the value, also fails to meet the
problems of her people., Since Christian education
is individual and social in nature, it involves the
efforts of all in the Christian Community. It is
concerned with the development of individuals into
mature and Christian persons. It seeks to help
people face their problems realistically, to under-
stand the religious heritage and apply it to the

building of their lives.

Christian education takes place through
Christian fellowship, sharing, worship, work and

participation.

In order to help students develop adequate
background for the degree of Master in Religious
Education and become efficient religious educators,
Interdenominational Theological Center provides
opportunity for Field Work. Four semesters are

required for the degree.



The purpose of the Field Work course is to

help the student develop skill in methods and

techniques in the solution of practical problenms

connected with the application of the principles
of Christian education. For two years students
are exposed to learning situations that will help
them to grow.

The purpose of this thesis is to give a
general idea of the work done as a Sunday School
Teacher and Supervisor. My work Bas: been divided
into two units:-

1. During the year 1962 to 1963, my work was done
with the Junior children at Central HMethodist
Church.,

2. During the year 1963 to 1964, my work was done

" at Saint Mark Methodist Church,

Fortunately, while I worked in these two
churches, I did not have to face any major problems
though I come from an entirely different background,
culture and country. In fact, I was able to under-
stand or rather evaluate the problems and situation
of these churches. I tried my best to understand
the Junior children and was able to help them solve

their problems.



I. THE CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH

A. Background of the Church

Central Methodist Church, located on the
Mitchell Street, is one of the recognized Methodist
Churches for coloured people in Atlanta. The
Church was first known as Clark Chapel Methodist
Episcopal Church. It was named for Bishop Clark, the
founder of Clark Uni&ersity. The Church and the
School were named after him. The first location of
Clark Chapel was on Fraser Street in Summerhill. Rev.
J. Wo Lee in 1866 was the first minister. The church
was painted with deep red colour and usually it was

called the Little Red Church.

It is interesting to know that in those days
white and coloured people worshipped together in
this church. Mr. Kimball, the founder of Kimball
House in Atlanta, was one of the trustess of Clark
Chapel.

After ten years this congregation moved to

the location on Hunter and Central Avenue., At this



time offer was made to sell Clark Chapel to the
coloured membership. This church has an illus-
trious histdry and tradition, for some of the most
outstanding events among the Negroes of Atlanta,
both religious and social gathering were held in

its edifice on Lloyd Street.

The Central Methodist Church had some of the
best and most outstanding ministers. One of them was
Dr. M. C. B. Mason, who had not a peer in the school
of oratory in any generation and who was the dynamic
representative of the historic "Freedman's Aid So-
ciety" of the thhod;st Episcopal Church. Another
was Dr. Lorenzo H. King, who raised Methodism to a
high standard by his inimitatable platform ability
and character., He was advanced to the Editorship of
the only Negro periodical in his Church while he was
the minister at the Central Methodist Church. The
following is an incomplete list of the ministers:-

1. Rev. J. H. Lee
2. Rev. A. P. Melton

3. Rev. Ashbury Lynch
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5¢
6.
7o
8.
9.
10.
1.
2.
13.
1L.
15.
16.
17.

in this

Rev,

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev,
Rev,
Rev,
Rev,
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev,
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J. J. Lansing - President of Clark

University.

George Standing

J. B, L. Williams

C.
Ge
J.

H.
A.

0.
W.
A.
H.
H.
H.

Fisher

Arnold

Rush - Pastor for fifteen years
King

Stanton

Travis

Walter Moore

W.
A.
H.
Se

McMillan
Baxter
Backstrom

Dickerson - 1961 to present,

There is no Director of Religious Education

church,

While I was working as a Sunday

School teacher I asked Mrs. P. J. Coggins, Superin-

tendent, the reason for not having a director., She

replied that they are hoping to have one as soon as

the church has money enough to support a director.

Under the able leadership of Rev. A. S.
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Dickerson the church has been able to contribute
much to the people and to the community. The con-
gregation purchased the land at the back of the
church. It is in the midst of a "Budget Expansion
Program"; the purpose of which is to buy the land
adjacent to the church to be used for the building

of a home for the aged and for a parking lot.

The total membership at Central Methodist
Church is 1,869. The church has many organiza-
tions and guilds, one of which I want to mention
is the "Golden Age Club"., The purpose of this club
is to activate inactive members. The educational
building was erected during the ministry of Rev.
H. H. Backstrom, who is now the District Superin-

tendent.
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B. The Church School

Under the capable superintendency of Mrs. P.
J. Coggins)who has served for twenty nine years,
the Church School is active., Though aged she still
serves actively in the church school. Soon, if God
is willing, she will have completed thirty years of
service at Central, Also Central Methodist Church
has different departmental Superintendents. The
church school has three divisions and twenty
classes., The children's division has an enrolment
of 150 students; the youth division has 100; and the

adult division has 140 members; making a total of

390.

The number of church school workers are as

follows: Teachers, helpers and tresurer . . 55

General Superintendent e o 1
Division Superintendents o« o 3
Cultivation Superintendent « o 1
Music Directors e o 3
Secretaries TN

Total e o 67
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The chﬁrch school meets every Sunday morn-
ing from 9:30 to 10:45. DlMost of the teachers and
students attend the church school regularly, but
not on time. Before the classes begin small chil-
dren meet for worship in the basement; while juni-
ors meet with the adults in the sanctuary. The
Closely Graded Materials are used for all the de-
partments., Mrs. Coggins, Superintendent, is usual-
ly in charge. The following is an example of the

service for the youth and adult divisions:

Opening Hymn
Bible Reading by a member of the youth division
Prayer by one of the adults
Secretary's Report |
Award of the Banners
General Remarks of the Superintendent
Altar Calling for Teachers and Workers
Theme - This theme of the worship will be con-
nected with adults lesson.
Some of the themes in the worship service of the

church school are above the level of juniors.
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Consequently, they have little or no meaning of
woréhip. The students do enjoy singing and usher-
ing during this time. The services, however, are

quite boring for these children.,
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C. Working With Juniors

1. The Juniors

I was priviledged to work with Junior chil-
dren at Central Methodist Church from 1962 to 1963.
Though it was the‘first experience to teach or to -
communicate with children of another culture, I
enjoyed working with them and did not feel strange
at all. I tried my best to use the classroom me=-
thods and techniques to communicate with them and
also to understand thém. It is essential for a
teacher to understand the children, their problems
and needs individually. Another teacher worked
with me in this group. ©She is a splendid lady.
She does not possess special training for teaching
children. Her regular work is that of a secre-
tary. She demonstrated enough experience to teach
Juniors,

All teachers of juniors need to know their
characteristics. The following are some of the most

important ones:-
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Juniors are full of energy. They are inquisitive
and want to know details., They are warm, friend-
ly, very alert to do what is asked and are quick

to reactions. Juniors are emotionally immature;
have very limited self control; interested in
meking things happen; have very good memory; have
their own way of expressing the things in a beauti=-
ful way; are interested in collecting things like
stamps, pictures and other things which interest

them; and like to be in the company of theéir own age.

Keeping all these characteristics in mind,
I tried to work with thié group., I felt it was
necessary for me or any leader or teacher to know
and keep these things in mind if satisfactory work
is to be done with juniors. The teacher who is
teaching or working with different age groups must
have basic ideas about the group she is teaching,
their characteristics and needs must be understood.

They must be understood as they are.

In the beginning the junior children at



17

Central Methodist Church were not free to express
themselves to me as a stranger. It did not take
very long, however, for them to understand me.

Very soon we became friends; we started working to-
gether, They took more and more interest in coming
to the SundayASchool and in taking active part in
the class. They cooperated in a pleasing manner.
The activities in the class encouraged them to feel
free with me., After few days the students began to
 bring their friends from oﬁher churches to attend
church school with them. It was interesting to
note these children's attitude. The atmosphere

was created in the class which made us feel that we
are related one to another as Christians, though we

were reared in different parts of the world.

It is the custom at the Central Methodist
Church to give the banners to the class with high-
est offering and attendance. I am very proud to
report that almost two months continuously this
class won the two banners'together in 1963. Later

on the class won occassionally. It was real in-
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teresting to observe that some of the junior boys
served as ushers for :the whole year during the
church school worship hour. I tried my best to
create interest in the church school by giving

them active parts like reading the Bibles, lessons,
and praying'. Few students were shy at first.
Within few days they were as active as they could

be like the rest of the students, The students took
interest in collecting money for the sick people

in the hospital. These people belonged to our church,
This is one way which encouraged them to give and

share what they have with others.

They were very much interested in acting the
play during the Easter time. Finally, the group de-
cided not to act the play. Instead they would re-
cite the Bible verses and dress like the disciples,
Mary and angels. So each one of them were given

different verses to memorize.
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2. The Teacher:

The teacher who lead junior children in
the right path must have deep religious convic-
tion and rich experience. Price H. Gwynn's
basic qualifications of a teacher are as follows:

l. A deep and abiding Christian experience.

2. A persistent longing to share that experi-
ence with others.

3. A sure knowledge of what the Bible teaches

L. A fair understanding of how personality
develops

5. Training in the best educational practice
afforded by the example and experimentation

of those most successful in the field.5

Juniors are at the stage where they look to
their teacher as a guide and example. The teacher's
duty is to help them grow in relation to God. It

is essential for a teacher to understand their basic

5. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., Leadership Education in the
Local Church (Philadelphia: The Westminister Press),
p. 10,
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needs, two types of which are as follows: -

1. They need love. Satisfaction of this need
gives real security. A child that feels
rejected may become frustrated., This may
lead to his being lost to the church school.
The teacher should show true Christian spirit

and love to students.

2. Children need a sense of adequacy or capability.
Meeting these basic needs provide opportuni-

ties for successful growth in the future.

A teacher should study students individual-
ly. Such case study may be done in part by obser-
ving the child‘as he sits, talks and engages in do-
ing something. By observing the child closely, the
teacher will come to know some of his problems and

needs.
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3. 'The Room and Equipment

The room in which a teacher teaches reflects
her personality. It should speak to the children
as soon as they enter it. The classroom should be
kept clean, furniture to be dusted and extra material
to be stored outside.
A junior class needs the following equip-
ment in ‘their classroom:-
1. Bulletin Board, chalk board, maps, globes,
flat pictures, slides, filmstrips, motion
pictures, opaque projector, flannelgraph,
stereoscope, shadowgraph, puppets, marionetts
Re Piano; record player and tape recorder
3. Literature, Bible of different versions, song
books, dictionary, atlas and large-scale models
b Tables; chéirs and waste paper basket.
Since Central Methodist Church does not have
all the necessary equipment for the different depart-
ments, this situation makes it hard for a teacher

to do effective teachinge.
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Le The'Worsh;Q

Worship must help a person to grow spiritu-
ally; Children need to grow spiritually, as well
as physically; and morally. Christian worship is
something mofe than just singing and praying.
"Worship that grows out of daily thought and action
has greater meaning to juniors".6 Worship services
should be carefully planned. The materials to be
used should be interesting and understandable. The

topics chosen are to be suitable to their experiences.

Why worship in the church school? The fol-
lowing answers are given:-

l. To awaken the desire and ability to worship
God.

2. We want them to love God personally and inti-
matelye.

3. We want them to hold the glory of their
Master as the only begotten Son full of grace
and truth.

L. We want the people to see God with their own
eyes and not as strangers through others eye.

5. To love Him not because they ought but be-
cause He is beautiful and lovable.

6. To cause the ability to worship.

6. Alice A. Bays, and Elizabeth J. Oakberg, Worship
Program for Juniors (New York: Abingdon Press,
1960}, p.13.
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The leader of worship services should al-
ways keep in mind the age group ofthe wopshippers.
The following points should prove to be helpful
to a worship leader:

1. Choose one theme - a large thought or question-
as the core of the service, and plan the songs,
readings, story and prayers so as to awaken and
concentrate the children's interest in that cen-
tral idea. Finally give it expression in some
closing prayer, sung or said. The statements
of the theme as given, however, are intended
for the leaders only and not for the children.

2. Do not feel the necessity of following one parti-
cular order of worship, but choose only what is
likely to help in creating a favourable mood
and to deepen the impression. Arrange these
parts in such an order that the service comes
to a climax near the end.

3. Keep all parts of the service in language which
the children can understand.

4L, Use no hymns whose thoughts are not such that
the children in the group can sing them with
enough understanding to feel the true and most
important meaning of the hymn.

5. In leading in prayer, express honestly those
of your own thoughts and desires with which
you think the children will share so that
they may feel "He has prayed as we should like
to have prayed ourselves", But never pray for
the children. Pray with them,

v6. Prepare the wording of yoﬁr prayer beforehand
with care, but do not read it. Even if you
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falter, your prayer is likely to be spoken
with more inward feeling if you do not read
it. Keep your prayers short, and simple and
naturally dignified.

7. Make careful and thorough preparation for
telling stories., Be imaginative. Give the
details vividly. Be strong and poised in
posture. Use an interesting quality and -
varied tones of voice. Throw your own fecl-
ings into the story.

8. Do not feel obliged to read or quote Scrip-
ture in every service., Sometimes a poem or
a short modern quotation is more meaningful.

9. Plan usually for a service about a half-hour
in length, if possible. At least, give the
feeling of leisure while the service lasts.

10, Use Piano or organ music to help create and
maintain a mood of quiet thoughtfulness,

11, Have something beautiful in the front center,
that is suggestive of the theme or that pro-
motes a feeling of quiet or aspiration.

12, Have the children follow some definite rules
about entering and leaving the room where the
service is held. 7

7. Sophia L. Fahs, Leading Children in Worship
(Boston: The Beacon Press, September 1954), pp.3-4
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5« Religious Program

The juniors need to be encouraged to parti-
cipate in the religious program as much as they
need encouragement in going to school and getting
their education. The following is an outline of
a suggested program for them:

1. Church school
2. Vacation church school
. 3, Church services
L. Scouts and clubs
5. Junior choir
6. Pastor's class
7. Day camp
8. Visit to the teacher's home
9. Work with parents
10, Visiting the students home

Procedure:

1. The church school should provide for juniors

study and worship on their age level each Sunday
morning during the church school. Adequate
materials should be supplied. A list of course
books are available through different denominations
for the several age group.

2. A vacation church school might be conducted

during the summer. It should last from two to

three weeks. It should promote fellowship,
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. w.igtudy, service and worship. Materials are

3.

Le

5

available usually each year.

Church services - The juniors should be en-

couraged to participate in the worship services
of the church. They enjoy being a part of the
worshipping congregation. They should be sup-
plied with Bible stories and other literature
to be used in their worship services.

Scouts and clubs - Boy and girl scout troops,

Friendway clubs and other special interest groups

help juniors find a Christian interpretation of
life. |

Junior choir - With their increased musical in-

terest and ability juniors find great joy in a
choir on their level. They enjoy singing and

fellowship together. They will be glad to con-
tribute to church services and other occasions,

Pastor's class - The pastor may have special

classes for juniors to explain the teaching of
the church, to explore the meaning of the
Christian life and to help them find out how

they can become followers of Jesus Christ.
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This guidance with the pastor should be the
natural right of every junior child.

7. Day camp- During summer days the church can
have creative camping experience for boys and
girls. They enjoy many nature activities.
They eat their lunch together and complete
the day's program in time to be home with
their families,

8. Visit to the teacher's home - The teacher

should invite her students to her home fre-
quently for fellowship. This promotes mutual
knowledge and understanding.

9. Work with parents - The teacher should write

to the parents, informing them of the activity
of the class, and inviting parents' help. They
may be invited to visit the class session.

10. Visiting the students home - The teacher may

visit the students if possible. The students
will feel happy to invite the teacher to homes
for special occasions like their birthdays.

She should give some time and attention to them

by paying a visit.
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6. Useful Books and Visual Aids

a. Books for Juniors

Ball, Elsie, The greatest name. New York: The
Abingdon Press, 19386

Bowie, Walter R., The Bible story for boys and girls.,
New York: Abingdon Cokesbury Press, 1951-52

Bowie, Walter R., The story of the Bible. New York:
Abingdon Press, 1938

Jones, Mary Alice, His name was Jesus. Chicago:
Rand lcNally, 1950

Lillie, Amy M., Nathan, boy of Capernaum. New York:
. P. Dutton and Co. Inc., 1945

Lillie, Amy M., Stephen, boy of the mountain. New
York: E. P. Dutton and Co. lInco., 1947

Smither, Ethel L., A picture book of Palestine,
New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1947

Audio-Visual Aids

1. Browsing center-objects, collection, curios
2. Materials for diorama, time line, posters, exhi-
bits, mural and frieze, picturol, sketches and

cartoons,



l.

2.

3.
ke
Se

Filmstrips

How the Bible was written
What is in the Bible
Learning to use the Bible
Holy night

Learning to forgive

29
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b. Books for Teachers and Parents

Beck, August, Aim your activities at teaching religion.
Reprints of a series of articles on popular
creative activities appearing in International
Journal of Religious Education 19,9-51.

Harkness, Georgia, Toward understanding the Bible.
Nashville: Abingdon Press

Hill, Dorothy L.C., Working with Juniors at church.
New York: The Abingdon Press

Keiser, Armilda B.,, Here's how and when. New York:
Friendship Press, 1952

Lobingier, John L., If Teaching is your job. Boston:
Pilgrim Press, 1950

Parkhust, Helen, Exploring the child's world. New
York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1951

Parmelee, Alice, A guide book to the Bible. New York:
Harper brothers, 1946

Smither, Ethel L., Children and the Bible. New York:
Abingdon Press, 1900
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D, Observation Made At Central Methodist Church

l. The Teachqg

There 1s no doubt about the good relatiom-
ship between the teacher and student in the church
school. The children feel free to express them-
selves to the teacher. The teachers, though mot
specially trained, try their very best to deal with
the children, help in the solution of their problems
individually ard handle the class situation compe-
tently.

Teachers take interest in their students,
If any one 1s sick, the whole class tries to semd a
card and flowers and also sometimes money, The
teachers encourage children to de all such things.
In a way:she teaches them to share their thimgs with
other needy people, By doimg this they learn teo
give, The teachers visit their students' home,
speclally when they are sick, The relationship on
the whele is very good,
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2. Room and Equipment

The classroom where I taught was a big room,
with space enough for all the children to sit. The
equipment and materials were not sufficient in
quantity for the class. Students had to be asked to
bring even paper and pencils with them. This was
a great hinderance; for most of them could not re-
member to bring such supplies. The teacher had to

carry articles to the class with her every Sunday.

3. Worship

In the Central Methodist Church the junior
children do not have the proper worship program in
the church school. They are not given any part in
this worship service. They come but aside from
serving as ushers, do not take active part in the

worship service of the church school.
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L. Workers! Conference

There is workers' conference at Central
‘lethodist Church, which meets once a month. This
conference consists of General Superintendent,
Superintendents of each department, teachers, sec=-
retaries and treasurers. The pastor is an ex-
officio member and attends whenever he is in a
position. The attendance in this conference is not

very regular.

This conference directs and supervises the
various activities. The superintendent is in charge
and leads the meetings. The session always opens
with devotions consisting of a hymn, Bible reading
and prayer., Items of business usually preceeds
the study. I attended a session of the workers!
conference. The following are some of my obser-

vations:-

Materials were distributed and discussed.
Mrs., P. J. Coggins handled matters skillfully. At
this session the discussion was focused on the pro-

blem of finance.
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This conference was concerned with the pro-
ject of buying the plot behind the church. During
the discussion delicate financial problems arose.
Sentiments of unwillingness, for various reasons,
to support the project were expressed. The whole
period was devoted to the discussion of buying the
plot of land. This raises the question of how .
workers! conference might be improved. On this
point experts in the field of Christian education
have something to offer.

Forrest Knapp suggests that workers' con-
ference can be improved by inviting the outside
speakers to address the body; After the speech,

a chance be given to ask questions and engage in
discussion. This is one way to improve the workers!
conference progran, Another way is to give ate
tention to the consideration of the problems raised
by individual person in the group. On this point
Price Gwynn says: "Workers' conference' has long

been a tool of leadership education in the local
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church".9 It is an organization designed for

definite training objectives.,

All this is to conclude that the workers!
conference should be planned and carried on in a
way which will interest all the workers., Its main
purpose should be to deal with individual problems

regarding the church school.

9. Price H. Gwynn, Leadérship.education in the local
church, (Philadelphia: The Westminister Press),

pe L6
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E. Lesaéh Plahs'Made And Used With Juniers

Lessor = "The Coursge Of Jesus"

Biblical Material - Mark 11:1-11, 1:12-26

Purpese - 1. To help the junior boys amd girls te
beceme acqualnted with the last week
of Jesus! life and appreciate his
courage,

2. To help them teo be courageous like
Jesus and help others in their every
day lifeo

Materials used - 1,
2o
3.
L.

Bibles
Books
Pictures ef Jesus

Dictienary

Activities - 1. Finding the meaning for hard words
in the lessonr

2. Reading the lessom and also the
Bible,

Approach

What de yeu mean by the word courage? How

many of you kmow the meaning? All right we shall

look for the meanimng in the dictiomary, What does

it say? Can you read it eut for us? Yes, coursge

means "brave" or "a desire to face the danger",

Can you name some types ef courage? Yes,



courage te face physical danger, courage to face
temptation, courage to face diaappointménts and
others, Se there are many kinds of ceurage,

Who cam tell me some stories you have heard
about Jesus where he shewed his coursage? Yes, he
was eourageous whdm at twelve; he talked to the
religious leaders in the temple,

What else cean you thimk of him?

He had courage to heal the sick, give the sight te
blind and raise the dead” thoughi memy peeple eppesed
him for doing all this, |

Precedure

Let us alse read smether courageous stery
sbout Jesus, Now opem your books to page thres,

The teacher reads the lesson léudly in a coaversa~
tional manmer, them ask the jumiers to read themselves
"The First Holy Week",

Evaluation

1. Dees this stery shew the courage of Jesus?
Yes, he was couragecus whea the Pharisees and
Sadducees tried to step his message, He was

adither frightened nor did he lose: heart,
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2. What did Jesus do during the holy week?

londay and Tuesday - Jesus told stories to peo-
ple in the temple.

Wednesday - He talked about the love of
God and he went to Bethany.

Thursday - He ate the Passover in an
upper room,

Friday | - It was the day of sorrow,
because Jesus was to be
crucified.

Saturday ~-Jesus' body was laid in the
tomb.
Sunday . = He arose from the dead.
Assignment

All of you take the books home and read Holy
week at home for next week before you come to the
class,

The class was dismissed with prayer after
taking the offering and attendance.

Prayer - Dear God, we thank thee for Jesus and for
his courage. Help us to be courageous and to help
~others like Jesus. Amen

Evaluation of the session - The children understood

the lesson very well and responded to it at the end

of the class sessione
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Lesson - "Paul, Méssanger of Good News"

Biblical Material - Romams 12:9-13, I Cor. 13:4-8

Purgose

To help the juniers understand that Paul
helped to establish-the Christian missionary
work and to stimulate the desire te know
more about Paul and his message of good mews,

Meterials used - 1, Map eof Paul's Missionary journey
2. Bibles
3. Boeoks

4o Pictures of Paul and his helpers,

Activities

Locating the names of the following cities on
the map:

Tarsus, Damascus, Antiech, Jerusalem
Approach

Can you locate these places on the map? A
student will be asked to show one place amd then en-
other, So each ore will locate a place.,
Now we shall study what happened imn 2ll these places
whick we have seemn on the map and who lived there,
Procedure

How many of you kmow the story of Paul?
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All right you tell us - who was Paul and what did
he de? \
Let us study about him in deteall, Paul's mame was
else Saul, His paremts gave him this mame when he
was with them im Tarsus, He alse had a Roman name
that was Paul, so beth Saul and Paul are one,

Paul lived in Tarsus. From there he went
te different places te tell people about the good
news, The story of Paul was writtem by Luke whe ,
was Paul's friend, Let us turn te page Ll and reed.
The students will be given certain time te read by

themselves and understand the story.

Eva;uation

1., Why did Paul deo hard things without giving up?
Because he was stromg, loved God and weanted in
all things to do His will,

2. What was the good news of Paul?

His good news was the stery of Jesus and Ged's
love. He shared this messeage with many many
people who did not know anything about Jesus
and what he did.

Assignment -« Learn Romans 12:9-13 by heart,




~ Prayer
Our God, we thank thee for Paul and his goed

news, We thank thee for the Bible which helps us
to know more about him, Help us to learm many things

from his life, Amen,

Eveluation of the session - The childrean were much

interested in the lesson and were full of life and

ready to answer all the questioms.
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Lesson - "Worshipping Ged In Many Ways"

Biblical Material - Psalms 16:1-4a, 65:9-13, 146:1-2,
118323-24, Gem, 28:16b, I Tim,
6:17-19, James 1:17a,

Purpese

l. To khelp the children to discever the dif-
ferent ways of worshippimng Ged.

2. Teo provide opportunities to worship in
group through songs, sharing, service,
prayer, listening to music and quiet
thinking,

Materials used
l, Books
2. Bilbles
Activities

Each one chose the-above Bible verses and
read them loud to the class, They read the poem
together, |
Appreach

How many of yeu have family prayers in the
morning and evening or just omne time? How many of
you pray when you get up im the merning or before
you ge to bed or school? Well, whickh part of
worship de you like the best im the church scheel?

Some may say music, some may say hymms, some may
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say reading the stery, choir and ether things. We
all like something or other in the service and many
times we also take part im the worship.
Procedure
There are many ways by which we can worship

God: such as prayimg, singing songs to praise Him
and giving Him thanks or reading the storieé about
Jesus. King David worshipped God by his songs.
Each student will be given a copy of the following
poem. Let us see in this poem how we can worshilp
God., We shall all read 1t together.,

"Praise to Ged for thekmany Revelations of Him"

"0 God, from whom comes all beauty, all wisdom and
love,

We praise you for the many ways in which you show
yourself;

In the beauty of the ecut-of-doers, and ia its com-
stant changes;

In the work of men whe study these great wonders
That we may know hew best to use them;

In the lives of noble people;

In the kindness which we show each other,

In the love which brimgs us our good times,

And in all the good thoughts passing through our
minds. Amen"10

10. Ida B. Hubbard and Floreance Martin, Wider Grows
the Kin dom (Nashville: The Graded Press, 1954)
Pel eacher's Text Book,.
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Can you tell me now some of the ways this
poem suggests by which we cam worship God?
Yes, we can worship Him through beauty, love, good-
ness, kindmness, creation and work,
The teacher will read "Thinking of God" from the
pupils book,
What are some of the ideas we get about God frem our
lesson? |
He 1s a God whe will be with us always or near to us
every time, He undefstands’and forgives us., He is

im all beautiful thinmgs, He is a helper,

Prayer Dear God, we thank thee for all the beauti-
ful things whiéh thou hast giver us. We thank thee
for thyilove and help, Help us to love each other
and praise thee in all things we de. Amen

Evaluation of the sessiom - The juniers enjoyed

reading the poem and their respomse to the questions

was very good,
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Lesson - "Moses Makes a Decision for Ged",

Biblical Material - Exodus 1:8-14, 3:1-10, h:lB-ZO\

Purgoso
To create interest in Meses who led Isrsel
out ef bomndage, amd to know God amd serve
Him.t )

Material used 1. Msp

2. Bibles
3. Dictionary

Lo Pictures of Moses

Activities 7
1. Reading the Bible
2., Locating the places on the map
3¢ Reading the play

Appreach

Each student will be givea books and few
minutes to glence at the lesson.
How many of you like te read the parts im the play?
The students will be given part of Moses, Jethreo,
Zipporah, Moses! wife, Gershom and Ellezer sonms,
Preocedure

All students will read their part loudly te
the class and they will be asked to feel as 1if they



were im Midism, The students who take part will
come im fromt te act their part and read it leudly
to others,
The fellowing questiens will be asked to the
students after they finish reading.
1. Who was Moses' father-in-law? Jethre
2 What 4i1d Moses see and heard while tending the
sheep?
He saw a buraing bush and alse heard Ged's voice
telling him te free Isarel,
3. Hoew did he obey the call?
He went te Egypt and brought Israel out of bound-
age. So God also has a mission for each one of
us as he had for Moses.

Assignment - Leara Psalms 121:1-2 verses by heart,

Prayer - O Ged, we thank thee for Moses whe was &
great leader, who heasrd thy voice and made his deci-
sien to ebey. Help us te make the right decision,

| Amen, ‘x |

| Evaluation of the sessiomr -~ The students read their

parts very well and it was excelleat,
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F. Creative Dramatics

The children were anxious to take part in
an Easter play. At the same time they wanted to
repeat the Bible.verses. The following are the
verses they used and acted on Easter morning. The
children were in their own clothes. The girl who
played the role of an angel brought her owﬁ white
dress and was dressed herself like an angel. The
verses are taken from the gospel.

1. Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least
of these, ye did it not to me. DMatthew 25:L5

2. Blessed be the kingdom of our father David,
that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna

in the highest. DMark 11:10

3. Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temp-
tation. Mark 14:38a

L. Father, the hour is come: glorify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee: John 17:1

5 Father forgive them for they know not what
they do. Luke 23:34

6. Fear not ye: for 1 know that ye seek Jesus,
which was crucified. He is not here: for
he is risen, as he said., Come, see the place
where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell
his disciples that he is risen from the dead;
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and behold, he goeth before you into Galilee;
there shall ye see him: 10, I have told you.
Matthew 28:5b-7

Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they
go into Galilee, and there shall they see me,
Matthew 28:10.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen DMatthew 28:19-20
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G. Findings

Parents play a tremendous role in the life
of a child, They assist the Jumier child in the
fellowing ways:-

1. By helping him to find the Bible passages, beoks
and difficult werds im the dictionary end dis-
cussing them with him in the family, This will
help him to form a hablt of daily devotlenms,.
Parents must remember that the juniors do not
like nagging and de met respond to it very
héppily.

2. Some jumlors do pray rapidly without even under-
standing what they are praying for, Parents need
to help them pray mere meaningfully.

3¢ The environment at home should be a Christian ene

with love and umderstanding,

Manry juniors who attead the church school at
Central Methodist Church come from good Christian
families who knoew how to read their Bibles and have

their family prayers, Yet, seme ef the studemnts do
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not have family prayers at all., This situation ‘
made; it hard for the childrem to learn their Bible,
Some children even could net pray in the class be-
cause they did mot know how to pray except to re-
peat the Lord!'s prayer, It 1is, therefore, the

duty of the parents first to bring up their child-
ren at home properly. If they are trained at home

they cam be easily khandled im the church school,
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H. Recommendations

There are many areas in the church school
at Central Methodist Church, which need improve-
ment. The following seem to be most urgent:-

1« 'The;members‘should be reminded as often as
possible to attend the church school regularly
and on time. Other things can wait for them,
‘but time cannot wait for any one. By attend-
ing regularly and on time, they will have
enough of time to have some class activities
for the children in different departments.

2. Each department. needs to be improved, special-
ly with the teaciniing aid materials and resources
for different classes.

a. The junior class to which I was teaching did
not have materials to be used in the class
for activities during the church hour. The
teacher had to supply them things like paper,
pencils and colours,

'b. There is no black board or bulletin board in

this class. This makes it difficult for a teachar
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to teach effectively. The books for students in
the class are not the only things which they need.
They need other supplies along with their books,
c. The Audio-visual aids must be provided so that
the lessons will be more meaningful to them and
create more interest. Audio-visual aids help
them to understand the lesson clearly.
The worship services for juniors need to be im-
proved. They should not be combined with the adults
for worshipping. They should be given greater op-
portunities to participate in the worship, and be
made to feel that they are also part of it. The
theme should be up to the level of juniors, not
beyond the limit of their understanding. Juniors
should worship with the children in children's de-
partment,
The juniors should be given more opportunity to
stlect hymns, and Bible reading. This will stimu-
late interest and promote growth. The juniors have
reached the age when they should be given opportuni-
ties to express themselves and share with others,

The church should realize this and if they fail
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to do this, then the worship will have little
meaning to any junior child. They need to
understand that there is a Person who is great-
er than all. He is our heavenly Father and Cre-
ator of the universe. The worship should guide
them to make decisions in harmony with the gospel.

Helen M. Edick suggests the following
worship service:

" An Order of Service for Primary-Junior

(These children enjoy the ritual and find
it meaningful as.vehicle to God. Eleﬁents marked
with an asterisk(*) may be omitted for the younger
group. Older children enjoy the addition of these
elements.,)

Processional Hymn  (Children enter by two's sing-
ing. They take theéir places
and remain standing.)

Call to worship (Spoken by the leader or by the
children in unison.)

*Musical Response
Offering (Simple explanation by the lead~-

er helps the children to know
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how money is used.)
*Prayer (Leader may offer a short con-
| crete prayer of thanksgiving
or consecration.,)
Offering Response (Children rise and sing.)

Story (Whether the story is a "here
and now" one, or one taken from
long ago, the child should be
able to identify himself with
the characters and see the re-
lationship between the story-
situation and his own.)

Scripture or Poetry (Further emphasis of the theme;
I Corinthians 13:4-8; Acts 17:
26a; I John 4:21b; 8:20 are
excellent selections.)

Prayer (The climax toward which the whole
whole service is designed to
move; concrete, understand-

able. )
Recessional or (When the recessional is used,
Closing Hymn children sing one stanza in

place and then go out in the
same formation with which
they entered.)" 8

8. Helen M. Edick, Toward better worship (Boston:
Pilgrim Press, 1951), pp.l8=-19
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Seme class rooms at Cemtral meed to be improved,
The room where the childrem's department meet

for worship 1s net fit for them. This room does
net create for them amy worship feeling. It

does mot leave the preper impression on the ckild-
ren, If pessible, this room sheuld be improved

first Y



II SAINT MARK METHODIST CHURCH

A. Background

In 1872 the Board of Missions of the North
Georgia Conference was advised thie establishment of
a mission in a little community known as "Tight
Squeeze" in Atlanta. By 1876 the mission reported
one house of worship valued $1500, with 83 members,
one Sunday school, 18 officers and teachers, 110
students, 514 volumes in the library, and with $40L
raised for different purposes. From this Peach-
tree Street Mission near the intersection of Peach-
tree and Eightth Streets has grown Saint Mark
Methodist Church. All the information about this
church is given to me by Mrs. Ethel King Wade,
Director of Christian Education at Saint Mark.

In 1878 this mission became the sixth
Methodist Church which was located on Merritts
Avenue., Bishop W. A. Candler was the first pastor.
The following is the list showing the ministers of

Saint Mark Methodist Church:



Year

1902
1904,
1907
1911
1915
1919
1921
1927
1931
1934
1937
1947
1949
1953
1957
1962
1963

October

1903
1906
1910
1914
1918
1920
1922
1930
1933
1936
1946
1949
1953
1957
1962
1963

Minister

Rev.
Rev.
Rev,
Rev.
Rev,
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.

- Rev,

Rev.

Rev,
Rev.
Rev,
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

In 1901 the 391 members of

Alonzo Monk
Charles O.
S. R. Belk

A. M. Hughlett
W. R. Hendrix
Walter Anthony
S. E. Wasson
W. L. Duren
S.H. C. Burgin
J. W. Johnson
Lester Rumble
Joseph Owen
John I.

John B.

Horton
Tate
Dow Kirkpatric
Harry Lee Smith

Bevel Jones

57

Jones

Saint Mark erected

a new church at the corner of Peachtree and Fifth

Streets.

This new Saint Mark opened the doors for
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worship in 1902. In 1948 Frances Winship Walters
Chapel was dedicated and a new Educational Build-
ing was occupied.

The edifice of Saint Mark Methodist Church
is of Gothic influence in design. The sanctuary
has a seating capacity of about 800 people. The
chapel attached has the capacity to accommodate
130 people. The congregation has enough of room
for the church school and other activities. The
youth section occupies the third floor of the
Educational Buildiﬁg; while the children and adults
occupy the first two floors. The plant has a well
equipped library. All members are welcomed to use
it during the library.hours.

The church has numerous kinds of organiza-
tion. Each one carries on its work regularly with-
out the help of the minister. The church has an
efficient Minister, an Assistant lMinister, Reli-
gious Education Director, Music Minister, Youth

Director, Superintendents and teachers for each
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departments, and a general Church School Superin-
tendent. A Director of Christian Education has
served since 19,8, There are 91 teachers and
workers in the church school. Classes are provided
for children ranging from two year olds up through
adults. The church school program includes addi-

tional activities beyond the regular Sunday school.
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2 The Church School

The church school is well equipped and
supplied. At the same time it has well qualified
and highly experienced workers. They are as fol-
lows:

Church School Superintendent
Assistant Superintendent
Department Superintendents
Assistant Superintendents
Secretary

Assistant Secretary
Treasurer

Recreation Assistant
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Total

Department Workers

Youth Division workers e o o o 19
Older youth workers e o o o L
Adult division workers « & s o 13
Children's division workers « « « « 43

Tohal « = » & 79
Total number of workers .+ « « « O1
Some of the classes have a teacher and an assistant
teacher; All the departments have superintendent

apart from the general church school superintendent.



61

Be Observations Made At Church School

The church school at Saimt Mark Methodist
Church 1s very well erganized, Almost all the
church scheol members take keer interest; im prompt
and reguler attendence, Very few people are late,
No ome waits for amy eme in this church, At the

preper time the teacher preceeds,

Each department has its ewn weorship services,
Seme classes kave their wership at the clese of each
sessien and sbﬁe in the beginning. In this wership
service studeats take part im selectimg the hymns,
reading the Bible anrd leadimg in simging im mest ef
children and youth departmemts, It is very liatereste
ing to note hew the childrema take active part im
the worship. It means much te them, and gives them
oppoertunity te share their abllities and talents,
Seme of the adult classes, do nrot have the songs in
their worship services. They de have, however,

Bible réading and prayer,

The most imterestimg observatiom I made inm

this church is that the teacher~studeats relation-
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ship is very close. At the same time the relation-
ship among the students themselves is also very
goed., They try to keep im teuch with each ether,
The yeuth and adult classes get together eonce a month
for fun and fellowship., Children cannot get te-
gether often, The teacher, however, once a week
calls them on the phone and reminds each child te be
present on the coming Sunday., Some teachers de have
partigs in the class roems ef the church scheel en
Sumday afternoomns during the Christmes seasor and

on other occesiomns. This close relationship has
really impressed me greatly,

From the Kindergertea to the adults, each
class has” all the necessary materials, as well as
the Audio-visual aids, All departmemts keep their
materials in their own class roeoms to use every
Sunday, If & teacher needs something which is net
in the church for her next week's lessen she has
te go to the Church Scheol Office and inform the
Directer.af Christian Education or the Church School
Superintendent, They will place the order and get
it. The Directer 1is very active, full ef energy,
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and is helpful to every one in carrying on the work

more effectively every Sunday.

The children's department specially has
all the materials like books, pencils, papers,
crayons, black board and bulletin board, scis=-
sors and different pictures of the 0Old and the
New Testament characters, costumes for the plays,
Bibles, hymn books and piano, maps, globes, dif-
ferent films, projectors and all the necessary

supplies for different age level.



6L

Experiences As A Teacher

Lesson Plans Made And Used With Juniors

Lesson - "A festival that tells of Palestine".

Biblical Materials - Levt, 23:39-4};, Deut, 8:7-10,
16:13-15, 26:1-11.

Purpese
To help the jumiers to know how the Hebrews
use to celebrate theilr festival and how
they kept the cemmandment of Ged by observ=-
1hg~ these festivals,

Activities

: Reading the Bible tegether and alse making
"Sukketh markers" for each child. ‘ |
They will find out which passage or line in thesze
sukketh markers will shew or state to keep the laws
of God. |
Approeach
1, Where were the Hebrew pecple living before they

ceme to Canaan? 4
Yes, thevaere living in Egypt.
2. Whe led them out ef Egypt?
Moses led them out,
3. Did Moses go with them up to Carnaan?

No, he did not go but he saw Carnaan from far,
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Procedure

The Hebrews left Egypt and came to Canaan.
They began to grow theilr food.:"Some of them wore
shipped the Geds which the people imn Cansan wor-
shipﬁed. When Kimg Jesish ceme to the throme and
he was concerned to reform the Temple and pe«estiblish
it for worship of the real God, While cleaning the
Temple, workers found a cede of laws which said that
the people should worship Jehoveh alone and me other
Gods, .The laws, which now ferm the Book of Deute-
ronomy must have been written by the prophets who
told the Hebrews about the real Ged; but the people
did net listen to the prophets.

Let us turn to Deut, 16:13-15 and resad it,
Here the people were asked to make harvest festival
and give thanks to God., Do we celebrate thanksgiv=-
ing?
Yos, we do celebrate and give thenks te Ged and our
thenksgiving comes in November each year, So this
- was theAcommandmgnt that Hebrews received., The
next commandment they received is found in Deut.26:

1-11, It calls for the effering of their first
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fruits of the crops to God. (Compare Levit. 23:
39-44 with Deut. 16:13-15.)

Can you name the seven products of Palestine
of which we read in the Bible just now?

Barley, wheat, vines, figs, pomegrantes, olive and
honey.

Farmers are very happy when the crops grow
well., The Hebrews who came to Palestine from Egypt
after forty years of travelling were also happy when
their crops grew. They also celebrated the harvest
festival, and gave thanks to God.

We study Palestine because of the Hebrew
people. It took the Hebrews many years to learn to
worship the real and true one God. The Hebrew lead-
ers told the people about one true God who gives
rain, sunshine and good land to grow cropse. They
told them how they should thank God for all the
blessings they received. So according to the com-
mandments the Hebrews carried their harvest of of-
fering to Jerusalem and stayed there for one week
_observing the harvest festival.

As the time went on the people changed the
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- custom of observing their festival, They made
boeths for their families to stay in. The obser-
vance of this festival was called "Feast of Beooths"
or "Feast of Tabernacles",

In Hebrew lenguage the festival 1s known
as Sukketh and for boetk 1t is called Sukke.
Do you remember the name of a boy whe went to Jeru-
salem for this festival and was lost?
Yes, Jesus went with his parents and got leost,
How old was he when he wemt to this festival?
He was twelve year old,

Assignment - To memorize Deut, 847-10

Prayer - Our God, we thank thee for this beautiful
morning. We thank thee for giving us this epportunity
to study about the Hebrew people, Help us to keep

thy commandments and to please thee always., Amen,

Evalueation of the session - The students did very

well in making the Sukkoth markers and finding the

verses from the Bible,
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Lesson: " A Lamd of Pilgrims and Pilgrimages".
Biblical Material - Deut, 8:7-10, 26:24 and Ps.122

Purgosea

To help the juniors understand what
Jerusalem meant to Hebrews and still it
means to mamny people,

Activity .
1. "An ancient time of thanksgiving",
scene I, will be acted in the class,
2. Bible verses will be read,
Procedure

Ask the children to repesat by heart Deut,
8:7-10 together,
1. Who reformed the Temple?
King Josliah reformed it,
2¢ What was found in this Temple?
Code of laws
3. What did the Law say?
To obey the commandments of keeping the harvest
festival,
The Jews went te Jerusalem three times imn a
year to observe differeat festivals to take part im

the services, One of them was the Passover, The
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Jews still keep this festival as "Independence fe
festival”, Why do they think it is &n imdependence?
Who were set free at this time? The Hebrews were
set free from the land of Egypt. After seven weeks
they observe the thanksgiving festival and then the
feast of booths. This 1s a happy one, The Hebrews
thanked Ged, sang hjmnS'and took part in the Temple
in Jerusalem. The Jews still pray oa the first day
of the Passover‘that.thb dew may fail upon'Palestine.

Let us tura to Zech., 1li4:16 and read, Here
all people observed this festival,

Read Psalms 122, This 1s a pilgrim hyhn.
The peeple used this song while going to Jérugalem.
This must have come from the time of Nehemiah. Do
any one of you know anything about Nehemiah?
He rebullt the city and the walls around it, The
people prayed for the safety of thelr country. It
- was the hope of every Hebrew to go back to Jerusalem.
There are many people even today who would like te
go to Jerusalem,

In olden days the king use to be the judge
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of hils people, All use to go to him for their judge-
ment, David was a jJjudge and also hils sons were
Judges. Do you know the story of King Solomen? The
two ladies brought a sen to him for him to decide

the real mother., He suggested to cut the child into
two pleces. The real mother saild 'mo', but the other
woman sald 'yes!., Them hew did he judge? The woman
who objected for cutting the child was the real mother
and ke gave thaﬁ child te her.

The last half of the Psalm is the prayer for
peace of Jerusalem, which had been destroyed many
times, "Thrones of Jjudgement" 1s interpreted as
King Sabomarns wisdem. "Tribes" 1s to be interpreted
as Israel,

Assignments

Learning Psalm 122:1-4 by heart

Reading the next lesson from their books.,

Prayer =~ One of students will be asked to pray.

Evaluation of the sessiom - The childrea understeed

the lesson well and acted the play in the end, The

whole session was very good,
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Lesson: " A Land that many people have wanted"

Biblical Material - Psalms 122 and 137:l1-6

Purgose
l.

2

Activities:
1.
2.
3.

To help the juniors to know that
Palestine is between a great desert and
great sea, It was the bridge in Ancient
World,

To help them te discover that perileds
of Exile changed the Hebrew religion.

Reading the Bible
Acting the scene II

Writling the thanksgiving prayer

Materials fer the play -

1.
2.
3e
L.
Se

Aggroach

White table cleth

White candles buraing

Small glasses of grape juice

Dishes of honey

Platter containing a loaf of bread and
knife,

" Can you show me on the map where Tigris,

Fuphrates and Nile rivers are?

Yes, Tigris and Euphrates are im Asia and Nile is in
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Africa, Palestine 1s a bridge between the two great
empires of the ancient ﬁorld. She became a high:
way for the peeple to pass over, Caravans marched
through this land and coaquered Egypt, Assyria and
Babylen., Where are these places on the map? Can
you locate them? ‘
Yes, The people began migrating,
What 1s the meaning of migrating?
Moving from one country te another and settling down.
Se the people moved with thelr flocks and camels
and teok the riches of the Euphrates valley to Nile.
Palestine was the lime of communication and ex-
change between these twe'natibns} It is a Gateway
~to Near East, .
| Siria has been highread of civilizations and
battlefield of empires., She was an open channel of
war and commerce, Arabs came ianto Syria from the
Arabian Desert, : |

| Though Palestine 1s a small country differ-
ent people wanted it., Abraham wanted it and travel-
led to North and then to South and West. He shared

bis water and pasture with ethers,
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Show the Shepherds picture here and tell
them about the 1life of shepherds in Palestine, The
chief eccupation of the Palestimeans were the rais-
ing of flock. Sheep were the life ofHebrews®and
water was the life of the sheep, They kept donkeys,
cattles, camels eand goats. A shepherd must have
courage, He had te take care of his sheep and goat,
and must protect them from wild anmimals and all
dangers,

The Hebrew people wanted this land, Why de jou
think that they wanted enly this land? ,

Beciuse this was the lanrd of milk and homey., Can
you name some of the crops they grew in this lend?
Barley, wheat, elive amd ether things, Net enly
the shepherds wanted this land, ner the Hebrews but
alse the neighbouring matioms wanted it, By looke
ing the map, can you name some of the neighbeuring
natiens? | : |

Agsyria, Babylomn, Egypt. Why de you think that

all these people wanted enly Palestine? What must
be the reason for this?

Because 1t was a great bridge and the people could
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pass from ome country to anether easily,

The caravems weat from one place to another
carrying the riches, Samaria and Jerusalem became
rich cities. These people wanted peace and preos-
perity im their country and they even paid money
te the strong nation and asked them net to imvade
er congquer their coumtry. The tax om the bridge
was collected,

How maﬁy of you have geem the camel? De
you knew what a caravan is? A line of camels is
called caravan, Have yeu read from your books
about these camels? If a person owned twenty five
camels and wanted to travel he used teo sit om the
first camel and the neck of the rest of them were
tied to the tall of the camel which is im fromt of
it, So the long line of camels use to walk ene in
front of the other, Read this at home, It is very
interesting how they use to take care ef the camels.
It is on page 13.

Now the kings tried to conquer Samaria and
Jerusalem. Many battles took place. Jerusalem

suffered greatly. The peeple had to face meamny prob-
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lems, They were taken by the Babylonians as pri-
somers, This happened six hundred years before
Jesus lived, The Jews who were taken as prisoners
were asked to sing and they sang the sad sonmgs 1like
Psalms 137:1-6., Let us opem and read together,

The Hebrews could not ge to Jerusalem to worshlp and
they sang this song. Zion 1s anether name for
Jerusalem,

The religious leaders of Hebrews were afraid
that they might ferget‘God. They prepared the codes
of laws and rules to help people remember Ged,

Many people think that the Jews bullt Booths in
Babylon and lived in it. They felt homesick fer
Palestine,

The people came back from Babylem te Jerusa-
lem and built a new Temple; But the troubles did
net end, Many kimngs ruled them one after anether,
Seme Greek kings allowed them to worship Ged; ether
kings did not, Maccabees family fought and got
J’erusralem for Jews, Sixty yeam befere the birth

of Jesus the Hebrews begam to fight emong themselves,
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At this time the powerful Romans came and took
Palestine, Romans ruled it till the 1ife time of
Jesus, Years after the death of Jesus, the Jews
rebelled, and the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, and
scattered the peeple, They did net go back to wor=-
ship at Jerussalem. They had te change their way of
wership and fimd new ways of keeping their festivals,
Yet, they did net forget Jerusalem er the Temple or
Palestine,

Scene II "An ancient time of thanksgiving"lwill
be acted by the children,
Prayer - All students wrote their prayer of thanks-
giving and read it before the class dismissed,

Evaluation - This was the most exciting period im

the class to act the play and to write the prayer,
All of them did their best and 1t was good,
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Lesson: "A Lend of returning exiles"

Prayer - 0 Ged, we thank thee for this beautiful
morning., We thank thee for the Sunday's
school, our teachers and fer our parents.
Help us and guide us. Amen

The fellowing places will be writtem on the
board before the students come into the class, They
will be asked to leocate each on the map of Palestine,
and tell sbout each place and read the Bible verses,

1., Bethlehem - Here David, the shepherd, fed his

: father's sheep on the hillsidos.
Many, meny years later other shepherds
on the hills near Bethelem heard
songs of jey. Let us read it iam
Luke 2:8-12, '

2. Jerusalem - Nehemiah came back te rebuild the
: walls, After hundreds of years a
twelve year o0ld bey went to the Temple
at Jerusalem, Who was he? Let us
read Luke 2:41-47

3. Nazareth - It was the boyhood home of Jesus,
Reed Matt, 2:19-20, 23, Luke 2:51

lj, Jordan River-Read II Kimgs 5:10., Here Elisha
teld Naamam, a leper to wash in this
river te be healed., Do you remem-
ber what happend here? Here Jesus
was baptized., Read Luke 3:2-3, Matt,

3:13.

5. Ssmaria - These peeple believed that God should
be wershipped enly in Jerusalem and
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they were unfriendly with the Jews,
Read John L :3-16, Luke 10:29-37,
The story ef a good Samaritan,

6, Jericho - Jericho was captured and Jesus also
tells the story ef Good Samariten,

Te. Cagernaum- Great crewd came to see Jesus, Read
: Mark 1:32-33, Four people carried
the sick man., Read Mark 2: 1-5

8. Bethany - Lived three friends of Jesus. Read
John 11:1-5, Disciples found the
colt 6n which Jesus rode inte
‘Jerusalem., Read Luke 19:29-38

Worship: "0 God eur help in ages past"

Bible reading - Pselm 137:1-6 by student

Preyer - studeat

Evaluatien - Beth the beys and girls teok imterest

in the class and were excellent in ahowing the

places and tellimng about esach ome of them,
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2. Christmas Play

Mary will be kneelirg down ard praying.

The angel appears,

Angel - Hail, O favoured one, the Lord is with
youl! Do not be afrald, Mary, fer yeou
have found faveur with Ged, And be-

"hold you will cemceive in your womb

- and beer a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. He will be great, amd will
be called the son of the Mest Highj;
and the Lord Ged will give te him the
throne of his father David,

Mary -« How can this be, since I have noe hus-
band?
Angel - The Holy Spirit will come uper yeu,

and the power of the Most High will
overshadew you; therefore the child

te be born, will be called hely, the
son of Ged, For with God nothing will
be impossible,

Mary « Behold, I am the handmald of the Lord,
let it be to me accerding to your word,

(Angel goes away and Mary also leaves
the stage)

Elizabeth will be sitting and deing
some worke Mary enters happlly,

Elizebeth - Blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the frult of your wombl
Mary =« My soul magnifies the Lord, and my

spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for
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he has regarded the low estate of his
handmeiden, For behold, henceforth all
generations will call me blessed; for
he who 1s mighty hes done great things
for me and holy 1s his name,

Reads Luke 2: 1-5,

-(sitting and writing in his reom. Knock

on the door.)
Come in, Whe are you and what do you want?

I am Joseph and we sre from the city of
Nazereth, We need some place to stay,
Do you have any reem in your inn?

All the roems are full and I have mno place
te glve you,

My wife is with child and the time 1is near
for her to deliver the Baby, She 1s tired
and needs some rest. I request yeu te
give us some place for the night,

The only place I can give you is the - .
menger and I have no better place thanm
this,

Thenk you sir, it will be a great help
for us.

Reads Luke 2:6-7

- (Shepherds sitting down neer the fire
and talking)

It is terribly cold teday.

11 Shepherd - It might be cooler in the middle of the

night, I heard people talking about it.

III Shepherd - There are thousands of peeple coming

te Bethlehem for enrellment and there
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is hardly any place for them te stay in
this cold night, Even the manger 1is full,

(Suddenly the angel appears and the she=-
pherds were afraid)

Cheoir "While shepherds watch their fleck by night"
I verse by the choir
I1I-IV by the angel
v by choir
VI by the angels (here two other

angels join)
Shepherds - Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this
thing has happend, which the Lord has
made known to us,

(stege to be arranged like a manger with
Mary sitting with Baby.)

Cheir "Joy to the world, the Lord is come" _
- (Mary sits with Baby wrepped in cleths,
Jeseph stands with a stick in his hand)
The shepherds enter and bow down to the
child.

Wisemen entering witkh thelr gifts and star lead-
ing them to the stage,

Wisemen "We three kings"

Ist Wiseman - Sings- "Bearing gifts we travelled seo far"

(A1l three join in the chorus)

II Wiseman - "PFrankineense to offer I have"

(Kneels dewn with the gift)
II1I Wiseman - " Myrrhk is mine;"

All three joim and sing the V verse
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The shepherds, angels and the

inn keeper alse comes on the stage
and join in simging "™ O come all
ye faithful",

Congregation- All stand é&nd sing "There's a song
‘ in the aipr®

Benediction - The play will be dismissed withi:the

benediction of the minister,
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3. Article Written for Devotion

During the Christmas week I was asked by
the Directer of Religious Education to write an
article to be used by the parents of the junier
children every day in their family devetions like
1Upper Roem'.' So the following is the article I

wrote for Christmas,

WHY SHEPHERDS?

It was about 2000 years back on a cold winter
night that shepherds got the message about the birth
of Christ. WRy shepherds? Because they were humble,
To réceive this Child in our lives, we have to become
humble in the sight of Ged. God will never reject a
humble and contrite heart,

Why shepherds? Because of their simplicity. The
trouble with the world teday is that it is becoming
very complex every day., It 1s not the complicity
which is acceptable te God, but the simplicity of
the heart., Our cemplex personallity, our complex
thoughts, our complex living and our complex society
make it difficult for us to hear the message of the

angels, "Unto us a Saviour is bern",
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Why shepherds? Because of their devotioms. It
requires sincere devotion om one's part to hear -

the Good News, It was a celd night, yet the she-

 pherds were deveted to their task ef keeping watch

over their flock, even in the middle of the night.
A sincere devetion to Ged will bring us the real
and deeper meaning of the birth ef Jesus Christ.

in no other religion of this world such a
message was given te the peeple., It 1s a uaique
way in Christianity thet God revealed Himself to
all peeple in the maéger, Are we not proud that
we have received this message? Are we not thinking
of the Babe in the manger at this Christmas? If
you want to hear His message ia your 1life, then
humble yeurself in dealing with other people. Be
simple im your liviag and keep your mimd on heaven-
ly things., Be a person of sincere devotion to Ged.
If you have these gems in your life, then the Babe |

in the manger will reveal His message to you.

Pra;ér: Dear God, we thank thee for semnding Jesus
te save us all, Help us te be humble and worthy

to hear thy velice, Amen
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L. Mission Study Nights

Every year the Methodist Church people have
Missien Study peried, im which they try to learn
mere asbout an oversea country., This year the study
centered on Seuth East Asla which included India,
Pakistan and Nepal, Durimg this time I was with
the juniors helpimg them te get some materials for

study. We had four weeks of study, from January

12th te February 2, 196L.

During these weeks, I helped junlers in
different activities like making the earthen lights
and putting on the saries, After the fourth week
was completed we concluded eur study. On February
9th a1l girls dressed up in their saries and every
student was supposed te show & picture about India
and tell something ebout 1t, like the picture of
a village ladles carryimg water on their heads, dec-
tors examining the éountry patient, dam building,
the typical country bazsar and Hindus wershipping.

Parents were invited to attend this session.
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The room was decorated like the festival
in India with all the earthen lights burning.
Pictures and maps were on the wall, This created
among the students a feelimg as if they were really
in that country, We berrowed some slides of India
from Dr, Bevel Jenes, our minister, and showed the
whole group. There were some handmade things fer
exhibition, Also some sweets were made and distri-
buted, This concluded eur Missien Study about
India, Pakistan and Nepal,
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5. Laboratery School At Grace Methodist Church

The forty third Amnual Atlanta Methedist
Training School was held at G?ace Methodist Church,
Octeber 20-2l, 1963, I represented the Junior De-
partment of Saint Mark Methedist Church. The text
beok in this training school was "The Church's
ministry to the Junier Childrean"., Mrs, Harry L.
Mitcham was the leader, I want to give a picture
er description of this laberatory school. This schoeol
-wag for teachers of all department of the church
school. Teachers from all the Atlanta Methodist

Churches represented their own departments,

The problems of the teachers were presented
in this school. Some ef the questions they asked
weret-

1, Is it all right to fit the lesson sometimes ac~
cording to the circumstances and teach what they
need, like loving each other and helping?

Yes, if the students need ether lesson than the
regular one we have to teach them what 1s neces-
sary, When they don't know how to behave with

others or love each other the lesson we teach is
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in vain, When jJjunlors do not pay amy attention,
there 1s noe use of telling them, If they

fight with each other, them there is no leove amd
they need te be taught to leve as Jesus loved
all ef us. The teachers are to meet the needs
of chlldrea whom they are teaching and if their
needs are not met they cannet come to the con-
culsien.

How can we interest children im coming te the
church schoel?

An interesting church scheol 1s necessary to at-
tract the childrem., There must be something te
attract and create an interest, This interest
mst be suitable te the children's taste and

not neceséarily ours., By personal and secial
contact the childrem's interest can be aroused,
Create interest in eutside projeect, Roem speaks
to the children. If it 1s messy it dees mot im-
terest them at all, Use the plctures and take
out the headings and after cutting them, meunt
them on a paper and use fer yéur lesson in the

class,
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How do you deal with an intelligent student,
who knows all the answers, and who does not

give a chance to others?

Counsel him te give others the éppoertunity te

express themselves, If he does not listem, you
may try te quiet him,

De yeu have all such activities im the church
scheol on every Sumday within the limited time?

No, there 1s ne timo to de all the activities

relating te the lessoa withiam the limited

time, unless yeu have the extra hour 'come back
time', Seme teachers de this and it 1s a pro-
Ject for them, Alse the early comers can do
some activities, It is important te do seme-
things according te the teacherl!s wish and not
the children. They are suppesed to do their
activities witheut any supervisien, since they
are capable of doing it by themselves they can
do it without amny emes inspectioen,

In this training scheel there were twenty

twe teachers of the jumier department, The studeats

were few., The teachers took frem four te five stu-
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dents and divided them te make the activities fer
every day and present them im the last session,.
Each group fecused on "the life of Jesus" in 4if-
ferent weys,

1, Drawing group - This group‘drew the picture of

Jesus on a leng sheet ef paper with the help of
thres or four teachers and presented to the whole
group in the end in a stery form showlmg their
| pictures. ' |

2. Map Greup - These children drew the map of
Palestine Qnd showed the places and rivers where
Jesus was working and helpimg all people, where
he was born, what he did and where he died,

3. Stery telling - The children in this group had

te tell the story of Jesus beginning to the end
in their own words as they kmew it. They gave
seme plictures of Jesus in order te discever and
recall what they kmew abeut them., This was re-
corded and played back. This gfeup alse pre-
sented "Spaceman™ play om the last day im cen-
nectlioen to Christmas during the last sessien,

o Writing - This group wrote the story of Jesus
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in their own words om a big chart,
Se Writimg « This group was given sometime to read
some of the steries ef Jesus and rewrite them

in their ewn words,

I werked with the Map and the story tellimg
group that acted the "Spaceman" play. Ittwas very
1nterostihg whem the children presented their work.
The students were much imterested in all these acti-
vities. They all attended regularly, Sometimes
they came earlier tham the teachers. One defect
was that the teachers did-gqt have eneugh of stu-
dents to deal with them individually, and know their
problems er weakness and also the strong‘poigts;'
There were mors teachers tham the studeats, ~This;

of course was a great hinderance.

The laberatory schoel is for experimenting
and gaining some knowledge im this fileld but mest
of the teachers could noet de anything because of
few children, They ceuld not experiment on some

matters we discussed in the session.
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6. Workers'! Conference

‘Saint Mark Methodist Church workers' con-
ference is entirely different from that of Central
Methodist Church. As I mentioned, this church is
very big and has all the necessary facilities as
well as finance to carry on with its program. At~
tendance each month numbered from seventy five to
eighty. The general superintendent was in charge.
A guest speaker trained or specialized in the field
of ministry or religious education addressed the

group.

The fellowship with each other was rich.
For a bigi: church such as Saint Mark, the workers!
conference is a means for workers to come to know

each other. The meeting began with supper.

After the supper guest speakers havechrought
inspiring messages. One of the speakers brought out
the fact that the Urban leadership is lacking. The
people move from Urban to City. The church, we

held must respond to the problems of the country peo-

-
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ple. He also indicated that the crisis can be:=-
1. Within the local church - built around the
minister,
2. In the environment centered around racial
problems or

3. of slow change.

The basic need of the inner city is leadérship.
This meeting was most meaningful to all the
persons who attended. It helped them to understand
the problems within thé city as well as the country
side. This broaden the minds of the members whose

ideas aré limited to the city.

My observations are that the members do
take advantage of these meetings, and do attend
every month, in order to gain some of the things
they need to know. DMoreover they do not discuss
about their problems in this meeting. If they have
some problems, they discussed them with the Super-

intendent and the Director.



III SUPERVISING AND PLANNING WITH THE
DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

A, Why Do We Need A Director?

The church has a mission to carry on. In
order to carry on the work of the church more ef-
fectively, it is necessary to divide the load among
different talented and trained leaders. The minis-
ter alone cannot do everything like administrating,
conduct worship, preaching, counseling. If he alone
trieé to do all these things, the work of the Lord
will be incomplete and imperfect. In order to serve
the Lord in a better way the minister needs help.
The ministerial task is to be distributed, in order
for the minister to carry on satisfactorily in the
light of God!s purpose. Therefore, we need a Di=
rector who can help with the educational plan and

program of the church,

Persons of all ages come to the church scho-
ol with their needs, their capacities and their un-

realized possibilities. The task of the church is
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to help them mature and grow in Christian disciple-
ship. Apart from the teaching ministry there are
different kinds of organizations in a church.

The church school and the organizations need guid-
ance to understand their responsibilities. The
director can help all the organizations and the
church school to:meet their needs. Therefore,

it is necessary for a church to have a Director.
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B. Responsibilities

What Does A Director Do?

The responsibilities of a director in a
church differes from denomination to denomination.
However, the following duties are common in almost
all the churches:-

l. To lead in developing policies for the educa-
tion program of the church. The director works
closely with his pastor and board of education.
Where significant chance is involved, he gets
the approval of the church's official board
or body.

2. To lead in planning a comprehensive educational
program in line with the policies of the church.
He interprets to educational leaders the work
of the church as a whole. « « « He works
closely with leaders of church groups and or-
ganizations, helping them to build programs to
meet the needs of their groups and relate them
to programs of other groups.

3. To lead in coordinating and unifying the many
educational activities of the church into an
integrated program of Christian education. « « «

L To lead in interpreting the éducational pro-
gram and objectives to the church as a whole. .

5. To supervise the educational program. The di-
rector does not attempt to do the leading and
teaching himself. Rather he is a leader of
leaders, helping other workers to carry on
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their responsibilities. He leads in evalu-
ating the work that is done, to determine to
what extent the purposes of the church are
being realized.

6. To lead in adopting a curriculum in harmony
with the educational policy of the church,
designed to meet the needs of people, and
consistent with the standards and program
of the denomination.

7. To develop a plan for discovering, enlisting
and training leaders for the work of the
church. « « ¢« It provides fellowship, re-
cognition of service given, and worship that
leads to renewed personal commitment,

8. To help the church know what building and
equipment are needed for the educational pro-
gralle o o o

9. To help the church groups realize their res-
ponsibility for reaching more people. He will
help them to enlarge their programs to meet
the needs of a larger constituency.

10. To enlist the cooperation of his coworkers in
developing a program of promotion and publicity.
The director knows it is important to tell the
congregation and community about educational
needs afid achievements of the church,

11l. To know the people who make up the church., The
director devotes part of his time to calling in
the home of the congregation, especially where
such calls are related to the educational work
of the church.

12. To promote the cooperation of his church with
other churches of the community in educational
activities. These may include leadership schoolsﬁ



98

weekday church schoois, vacation schools,

conferences, youth council, fellowships of
church workers.

13. To encourage participation of the church in
denominational educational program. « « e

14. To evaluate teaching and to plan a long~-range
education program. The director is especially
fitted to make the contribution by his profes-
sional training, his concern for the whole
church, and his intimate working relationship

with many groups and organizations of the
church®, 11

11. The Local Church Director of Christian Education,
Nétionzl Council oi the Churches of Christ, 1952
pp. 5-0.
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Since Saint Mark Methodist Church has a
well qualified staff I was unable to fulfill all
the duties of a director. I was able to help them
in some ways, but not fully. A student will, no
doubt, be able to learn much from such big churches.
At the same she will have very little chances of
experimenting. It is a'great’experience for the
foreign students to see the work such big churches
and how the people react to it in their lives.

The following list will give a picture or an idea
of my work at Saint Mark:

1. Discovering, recruiting and training the leaders

Fortunately this year all the Methodist
Churches are studying about the South East Asia..
Being an Indian I was priviledged to fulfill
this task. I was asked to find the leaders at
Saint Mark for each group from Primary to the
Adult class, and train them. I selected two
persons from each group and one was to assist
this leader in the study.

After selecting these leaders I had two weeks
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training session for them. With the help of
maps, pictures and other materials I was able
to conduct a successful training class. I was
also acted as a resourceful person for these

four weeks of Mission Study.

Planning with the Director of Christian Education

In order to gain the experience, I worked
with the Director and helped her to plan some
things and also about the Audio-visual aids for
each group and the materials to be ordered and
combining the different age groups or have them
study separately. We both discussed and planned

together other miscellaneous things.

The Women Society of Christian Service and Wesle-

van Service Guild

Once a year is held a meeting of the Women
Society of Christian Service and the Wesley
Service Guild of all the Methodist Churches in
Atlanta and Marietta, Georgia. This year the
meeting was held at Saint Mark Methodist Church.

Supper was served before the meeting. In order
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to make this meeting successful, I was asked to

plan it in such a way to create in each member

a feeling and a desire to study South East Asia..
After the supper I gave a little talk

about the Christian family life in India and

its work. Some of the Indian objects were

placed on the table for exhibition. After the

meeting, the ladies were asked to take a look

at them. They became very interested in all

the articles.

Christmas Play

This play was to have been staged by the
juniors. There was, however, a problem of time
~and costume, These problems'were discussed
with the Director. We came to the conclusion
that the costumes which the church has should
be used in our play. If these costumes were
not suitable, there was material for the parti-
cipants to make their own costumes. Mrs.

Robert S. Wiggins, one of the junior teachers,
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very kindly agreed to help me in this play.

The juniors did not have a church.
They had to go to worship with their parents
in the main sanctuary. Most of the children
showed little interest in going to church
service after the chufch school. They went
home. Finally, I decided that, during the
church service time, the children will be asked
to stay and practice the play till Christmas
time. After Christmas, we planned to tell
them Bible stories and'hear the passage learnt
by heart.

The children were very prompt in attend-
ing these practices. They have now a student
minister from Emory University, who takes junior

church on Sundays.
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Qualifications Of A Director

It is not an easy taks to be a Director of

religious education in any church. One cannot be

successful in his job without having the follow=-

ing qualifications:

l. Attitude

The attitude of a person is more import-

ant; because he or she has to work with persons

of varying tempermants and dispositions. As

such, the Director's attitude should be one of

stability. Otherwise, it will affect his work

and charactere.

e

€e

He should be devoted to the church and his
work .

He shouid be interested to work with and
love all people. |

He should have interest in the whole program
of the church, which is centered to meet the
needé of the congregation. |

He should remember, not to criticize any one
in his church,

He should be emotionally mature.
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f. He should have a sense of mission and a

dedicated life,

The successful Director will have all these
qualifications. Those who enter into this vocation

without having qualifications will be unsuccessful.

In order to teach the people about God's
love and to respond in faith and love, one has to

struggle hard to fulfill the will of God.



IV

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION

A. Findings

My field work experience have served the

purpose of:=

1.

2e

er

of

Knowing the difference between the two churches.
White and Negro, and also‘khowing both of them
well.
By planning different sessioms with the Director
and by observing, I have been able to understand
the work that a Director does in order to create
interest in her people as well as in the church.
These two years of experience made me strong-
in my teaching, planning and carrying on the work

the church school effectively.

B. Conclusion

There are times when a student has to face

many and unexpected problems in his or her field

work. I have learned that one should not be dis-

105
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couraged and disappointed; but have faith in God.
Many people in the church were very helpful; and
many encouraged me to carry on with the things I
was doing. It is through their prayers and effort

I was able to carry on the work successfully.
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