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AN APPRECIATIVE STUDY OF A PROGRAM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATICN AS EXPOSED TO
ADOLESCENT GIRLS

*

In taking a cursory glance over the current pages of ideals and phi-
losophies as sgt up by the leading religious educators of our day, we find
that fundamentally, regardless to how diverse their philosophies may be there
is one common element and that element is that if man is to exist in this
world of ours, he met be taught or exposed to certain principles of Yright®
living which help him to develop into one who is considered an integral part
of the society in which he lives, Whether these educatore find themeelves
linked with those who think in the vein of FNeo-Orthodoxy as does Karl Bg.rth,
Emil Brummer, Eeinhold Feibuhr and Edwin Lewis, or maybe one of the conémpo-
rary liberals as Harrison 8. Elliot, Paul Vieth, Hugh Eartshorne, George Betts
and others who, as religious educators, believe that thé Christian religion
must be taught to individuals if it is to have meaning for them, and it mmst
be taught in light of some sound philosophy of which the individual must be .
able to comprehend. This is one basic element in seeking to train people re-
ligiously and must be carried out if Christianity is to survive and be effec-
tive. Unless men are educationally enlightened concerning those things which
are of nltimate value, there can be no hope.for soclety, for homes, for schools,
for churches, for nations and for an ever-standing idea of God as father of

all mankind and men trothers one and all,

Today religious or Christian education finds itself not a panacea for

human 1l1ls but rather a way of wonderful living through which an individual



recelves such principles and values as will aid to sbundent living. Leadere
*ho are guiding others to the Christian way of 1ife should inject into their
lives those same qualities as found in the life of Jesus so that through their
experiences they are' able to formulate a sound philosophy. &For ¢ leaders are
to guide others they must have as a prerequisite to their success a clear con-
ception of the Christian way of 1life and live thereby before they cen properly
lead others to-1iving religiously, In dealing with adolescents this is espe-
cially true,ifor young people demand thorough guidance as well as knowledge,
and, above all, they percieve more through the iife of their leaders than
through all of what is said, For this reason a leader mst be so imbued, so
engrossed with a knowledge of what he is doing that Christian'growth will
follow. The minds of young folks are very much alive; they are questioning
all that is religious for it is difficult for them to see the relationship of
religion and the other phases ot 1life, especially when it 1; presented in the
conventional vay., Yet the adolescent can be easily trained religlously, for
in his queat for sometning meaningful in 1life, he can be taught the beauty of
nature, the beauty of religious art and literature, stories that never grow
obsolete, and, lastly, that the source of this lovely world with all its
natural surroundinge is God and His Son who came that we might have life that
t4 abundant. In seeking to find a method that wo&ld help to really uAAer-
stand what religious education is all about a general statement of religious

education seeme a logical place .to begin.

SOME DEVELOPMENTS IN RELIIIOUS EDUCATION.

In discussing the developments concemning religious education, the

statement found in the American Incyclopedia seems well statéd:
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"The phrase 'religious education! began to take on
a definite and technical meaning only in the 20th century,
Up to that time, there is scarcely any trace of its use; to-
day it haa a recognized place in current educxtional coin-
age. Its primary signiticance is not so much that of inetruc-
tion in a catagory of subjects or lessons on religion, but
in general it describes that type of education which gives
full recognition to the religious nature of the persons being
educated, the religious moral forces, operative in their de-
velopment andthe religious, or spiritual, aim of all educa-
tion., It 1s’'the distinctive phrase of the movement which seeks
to complete the aims of general education by the inclusion of
the elements commonly called religious; these include racial
and world heritage of 1deals, concepts, interpretations and
values of life in terms of the spiritual training in habits
and conduct and the developmwent of motives anqburposes in 1ife.
It includes and emphasizes instruction in the history and 1it-
erature of relision as the means of eecuring the heritage of
.1deals, but insiets still more on the wider aim of developing
the person who will 1live a 1ife essentially religious, govern-
ed by developing spiritual ideals. The concept of religious
education has helped to give deeper meaning to education by
calling attention to the spiritual needs of the person. It
has given new significance to religious activities by suggest-
ing their educational character and responsibilities., It has
made men think of education in terms of the religious ideal
and the religious aim and ideal as realized by educational
process.

"Along with the new conscioueness in education cane

new concepts in relizion. It passed again into the realm of
1ife. Quickening social responsibility brousht religious think-
ing close to reality; it became concerned with people. It was
geen that if its ideals were to be realized it must be through
persons intelligently governed by those ideals, Seeking to

save society the churches are coming to see a program of grow-
ing and ideal society by developing ideal perscns and educa- g
tional programs. The child has come to have a new importance
because his 1ife isat its determinative, developing period and
because he may be trained to become an effective religous per-
son. One can have religious persons only as such persons are
trained; the time to train them is in the developmental period
and the scientific methods of modern education are the truly
religious methods of such training. Further the demand for
religious education arose from a quickened public conscience.
¥ith a rapidly rising wave of juvenile delinquency it was evi-
dent that the young were not being adequately prepared for the
elemental 3-tias of 1living. The general curriculum was much
richer than in former times, but it was poorer in that it falled
to include the elements that make for strength and ideals in  _
character., The disciplines that failed to include discipline in
the art of living were inadequate for the demands of life. 1In



the realm of conduct something is required beyond kmowledge;
1deals must be developed, the motives, ideals of life and
will to live 1s essentially the realm of religious training,
In meeting the problems rising out of the recognition of the
heed for such training the schools have Reen compelled to
look to the religious agencies for aid."

This statement as found in the Encyclopedia Americana is very informa-

tive in that it deals with religioua education and its meaning and value for
young people, however, Sherrill gives a few statements which further elaborates

this point. He explains religous education by stating:

“To reach the deepest understanding of Christian edu-
cation, whether in history or at tne present, one must begin
with Christianity itself and proceed thence to education. For
Christian education did not come to being as a body of devices
set up apart from a living church, Rather, Christian educa-
tion flows forth out of something far greater than itself, that
is out of a living religion. It is best understood in that con=-
text, related to the only organism which is able to give it vi-
tality. This being so, the historical approach in studying
Christian education is especially rewarding. By that epproach
it becomes evident that education is an inherent necessity in
Christianity, so much so that Christianity cannot continue to
exist without education, And on the other hand it is made equ-
ally plain that 'Christian! education apart'from‘a living Chrise
tisn faith 18 But.sounding bBrass,.or less "impressive.still, mere-
3y a tinkling cymbal. These two,Christian faith and Christian
education, vhom God has joined together and man has so often put
asunder, are best seen in their intimate marriage, by means of

history,®2

In trying to put over effectively a program of religous educatlon con=-
gideration mst be given to the history of religous education, If a program
is to survive, one mst see that such a program is built around principles
which make for the ongoing of life, a program which is meaningful , providing

iridividuals with an education in 2ight of their experiences and following the

1, Anmerican Encyelopedia, p. 350-352.
2. Sherrill, Lewis J., Rise of Christlan Education, p. 1 ff.
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pattern as found in the history of religious education. Such a history will
then enable those who are guiding others toward abundant living to formulate

Tor themselves some sound philosorhy of religious education.

DEFINING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

To foster any activity in the name of religious education considera-
tion ehould be given first to what Religious Education is and the types of
experiences which foster growth, To the writer the use of the word is defin-
ed as follows: In the words of Coe, Christian Education is “the systematic,

“eritical examination and reconstruction of relations between persons guided
by Jesus! assumption that persons are of infinite worth, and by the hypothe-
8is of the existence of God, the Great Valuer of PersoﬁZ? However, to bett-
er explain thie definition the following objectives as 1isted by Paul Veith

in his Objectives of Religious Fducation are given. These objectives are:

1., To foster in growing persons a consciousness
of God a reality in human experience, and a sense of pere
sonal relationship to him,

2. To lead growing persons into an understanding
appreciation of the persoanlity, life and teachings of
Jesus Christ.

3. To foster im growing persons, progressive and
continuous development of Christlike character.

4, To develop in growing persons, the ability and
disposition to participate in and contridbute constructive-
1y to the bullding of a social order embodying the ideal of
the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man,

5. To lead growing persons to build a life philoso-
phy of the basis of a Christian interpretation of life and

the universe,

6. To develop in growing persons an ability and dis-
position to participate in the organized society of Chris-
tiang--=the Church,

3. Coe, Geo. A., What is Christian Education, p. 296




7. To effect in growing persons tne assimilation of

the best religious experien&e of the race as effective guid-

ance to present experience.

Throughout the program these objectives were kept well in mind for un-
less the program in all of its phases were leading toward these objectives,
which are inclusive of all that program of religious education should put forth,
In summing up the results, these objectives shall be kept in mind for they not
only help explain the definition of religious educatioy, but elaborate upon its
meaning., It 1s felt that these objectives are conducive to guiding individuals
into Christlike personalities,

From October, 1945 through May, 1946, the writer has served as sponsor
. of two groups, one a group of teen-age girls at Bethlehem Cénter, the other at
Hosely Temple C. M. E. Church. Both groups were very interesting to work with
and it ie through these groups this study has been made possible. Two groups
were consldered so as to study a program of religious education from the angle of
both a social agenc& and that of churci, and to discover the difference, if any,

of the two organizations as to their approach and possibilities in the develop-

ment of a Christian way of 1life.

GUICD™ INTIVIDUAL GROWTH THRCUGH RELISIOUS EDUCATION.

In dealing with these respective groups; vne at Hosely Temple Church,
the other at the Bethlehem Commnity Center, careful attention was glven to the
selection of experiences so as to help these young people adjust themselves
and function effectively in life situations. These young people as anxious
as they were to belong t» some sort of organization were not too sure that they
wanted to follow any group in which they were to be forced into some sort of re=-

ligious function. Therefore, to guide them into experiences that were religi-



ously meaningful, the program had t6 be organized to include all phases of 1life,
particularly those phasee which were normally a part of their experiences, for,
being thoroughly exposed to challenging situvations under proper guidance helps
ong to meet those experiences with more meaning.and purpose. This period is one
in which the adolescent 1es seeking for security and, contrary to popular belief,
1t is one in which religion can make a tremendous appeal if properly presented.
To young minds with such thoughts to work long and assidiously in every effort
trying to guide them into wholesome, }neaningful channels shc'mld be nothing less
than the procedure of one who is training ySung lives religziovsly, These deli-
cate young lives need to be handled in understanding and love as well as in guide
ance for if we are to acquaint them with religion and its part in life we must be
careful that our guicance is adequate enough to challenge youth to accept the

Christian way of 1life.

TEE VCRLD OF TEEN-ACERS.

#It is Lard for advlts to understand adolescents for
mentally and so¢ially they are living in different worlds,
Early adolescent girls and boys, of twelve to fourteen or
fifteen yoears of age, are foreigners to the matter-uof-fact
world of maturity. In a sense, they live in a world of their
own fancy. It is a beautiful world, full of illusions and
unreality, perhape, but furnished ty imagination with allur-
ing visions and dreams of the future., Sad indeed are thLe
cases where imasination is crushed out in mere childhood by
the herd realities of poverty and evil surroundings, and

> where premature responsibilities cheat the child beyond re-
call, TUsually there is a wonderful zest for living, and
overflowing vitality and aboundl.g health, a hunger for
friendhsip that finds satisfaction in a rapidly widening so-
cial circle as our eager boy or girl experiments delightful-
1y in living, With sympathetic imagination, lct us strive
to find the secret of their happiness and boundless hopes
and learn the various social contacts of their expanding

world."4

-~

Fiske, Geo. W., Comrminity Forces for Religious Rducation, p. 148.




This descriptisn of the world of teen-agers as Fisk; has so vividly
€iven 1s the same world of these adolescents, so full of dreams of reality
that they need so very much to be given some element that is sound, durable,
and real. This one element can be supplied through relipsious education for
the Chrigtian way of 1ife is that element, and if they are properly directed,
they cannot help bring into their world of fancies, dreams, illusions and all
something to tuild a more steady world around, As a leader of young people,
one should question himself as to whether or not he has the ability to guide
them into a world of reality. To do this in a constructiv; way, a leader
should first possess a Christ-like personality himself so as to guide oﬁhe;s
effectively in the development of Christ-like qualities.

In character development, it is rfightfully felt that to guide young
peopie into Christelike personalities is to set thewm out to the right path of
life for in all their fancies, dreans, and skepticisms they need some sound,

basic philosophy of 1ife., Blair says: -

"Hhen we think of an individual's perscuality we )
think of certain consistencies, purposes, attitudes, hapits,
skille, etc. We have no knowledge of these characteristies
apart from their incarnation in persons. There is the in-
dividual's body with its glandular set-up, ite hervous sys-
tem, its hungers, drives, and satisfactions. There ie the
soctal environment of other persons and groups. There is
the individualts past experience with its satisfactions and
ecnoyances, ite habits and attitudes. Individuals differ in
the degree of the organization of all these elements., Some
persoanlities are organized on a routine basis with every-
thing regulerized and nothing must be changed. Others are
80 organized that they always want someone to look after
them, they turn their lives over to & director to tell them
wnat to do, A strong personality in which all the elements
are well organized around dominant purposes, values and in-
terests. A weak personality is one in which all the ele-
are in conflict because no strong central organizisg pur-
poses have been developed.. Tae growing personality keeps

remaking the picture by putting some things first and others
in the background, He has a scale of walues and around these

-



he organized all the elements of his personality into a whole,

"The growth," Blair states further, "of the child takes
Place through meaningful experience,and 'for the experience to
be meaningful the child must recognize its significance and
meaning to him,' The attitude of the child is involved. 4s
Paul Vieth says, 'a 1life situation has to do with the business
of living. It 1s one which will readily compel the child's
interest and attention, with 1ittle or no teacher compulsion.“‘5

Meaningful experience, two words taken from Blair's idea of Christ-like

personalities are the words which were foremost in the writer's mind in trying

to help young people find their way in 1ife. ZIfforts were made to meet all

their problems with ClLristian understanding, love and sympathy. In each case

the young people were given chance to solve their own problems under guidance.

In this experiment the writer was greatly helped by the position taken

by A. J. Jones in which he states:

“Guidance of all kinds has & common purposewevto assist
the individual to make wise choice, adjustments, and interpreta-
tions in connection with critical situations in hie 1life. This
is done in general, through (1) information that he is helped to
secure; (2) habits, techniques, attitudes, ideals and interests
that he is helped todevelop; and (3) wise counsel, by which di-
rect assistance ie glven him to make the choices, adjustments,
and interpretations. The situation in the life of youth for
which organized guldance in the school may be expected to give
assistance are in connection with (1) school, (2) vocation, and
(3) leisure time. The differences that exist betwesn these various
aspects of guidance are largely such differences in information,
habits, techniques, attitudes, ideals, and mapy interests on the
one hand, and in choices, adjustments, and interpretation on the
other, as may be necessary to meet and solve intelligently the 2
different types of problems that confront individuals, The coun=-
sel given is necessarily as varied as the nature of the problem
and the need of the individual for help. The point of view is
always the same, to give such assistance as each individual may -
need and to give it in such a way as to increase his ability to
solve his problems without assistance., Xvery guldance worker
would do well to follow the practice of one of our most success-
ful counselors, who, when a student comes to her for counmsel,
closes her eyes and prays, '0 Lord, help me to treat this boy as

an individual,"b

Blair, W, Dyer, Tt a New Vacation Church School,.pp.14, 16.
Jones, A. J., Principies of Guidence, p. 80.
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In trying to work with people it is best to alweys understand them.
This could be celled the primary step for success in working, gulding or just
coming in contact with people., Thie is especlally true in dealing with ado-
lescent boys and girls for we must be able to know why their actions are es
they are, what causes this reaction or that teaction, and kmow what causes
this personality adjustment ov maladjustment., To best acquaint one with the
child's 1ife is to look into the different agencies which have mmch to 4o with
the shaping of his personality. These agencies would be the home and family
of the child, the school“, church and community. These agencies act upon the
child in a very definite way, and each shoul'd be studles particizlarly the
home in which some of the first and lasting impressions are made.

In this project the home of each child was visited in which parents
were met and through a brief conversation information was gained.. .Concefning
the child's habits and mtititudes a careful notation Wt;s made. This enabled
the writer to know the type of child with which she.was working, and just what
steps should. be taken to guide the child in the desired directions., The homes
were found to be those of mediocre standing, pa::'ents were interested in their
daughters connecting themselves in snme "worthwhile" organization and trying
to develop in the right way., Some of these parents worked out in order to
help with the finance of the family., Brief visitations were made in an effort
to discover the relationship of the family one to another. In some families
there was .complete.unity, love and interest for children and a desire to ex-
pose the children to the best environment, The group at Eosely Temple was
from homes where patents were all active members of the church, which indicated .

that a measure of relizious teachings or thoughts were a part of their house=-

hold., . - -
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Fiske gives a stautement concerning the part that the home plays in the
developing of the child and the value of knowing something of the home life be-

fore trying to help boys and girls. Ee astates::

“We can hardly understand and help boys and girls un-
léss we know the kind of homes they come from. The home backe
ground makes a vasf difference, for here ere formed the early
habits that lay the foundations of character, Our industrial
age has radically changed the average home. Farm 1life has
been wonderfully improved by agricultural machinery, the tele-
phone, and the aytomobile; but the modern city, with its con-
gested tenements and the suburban home, with its thousands of
commuters, is often heavily handicapped. '

¥Even mrents who have refused to abdicate their re-
sponsibility for the training of their children find the task
no easy one. To be sure, the task grows simpler when rare
sikill and painstaking faithfulness h~ve won the child's loyal-
ty and are rewarded by the youth's devotion to his good home
* and ite ideals. But as all grow older together, the youth can-
not forget that his parents are of an older generation, This
mekes the task more difficult, especially if the parents loee
the feelings of youth and their zest for life, thue putting
themselves out of accord with eager children with boundless
. hope and abounding spirits, If parents have forgotten what
it feels like to be young folks, the boys and girls are the
first to sense 1t, They lose confidence in thelr parents and
their growvn«up ideas about youth, The parents, too, fail to
understand the children, because their dormant imagination and
poor memory fall to interpret the unexpected things the young
folks do, and the mystery of 1t widens the breach between young
and old, It is obvious that the home must pay the price of suc-
cess or 1t will fall to win. Parents must face responsibility
of parenthood and know tlLere is no real substitute for a father
or a mother, Adolescence is an invention of civilization; or,
rather, it is what made possible civilization, this prolonging
or parental care through the period of youth, Parents who lazi-
1y shirk their watch and care over boys and g1r137in early youth
are reverting to the low standards of barbariem."

One of the observations was that of watching the adolescents as they
were being led into a spirit of worship, To some this experience was complete-

1y foreign, and to others quite familiar as their homes had provided them with

?. Fiske, Geo. W., Commnity Forces, p. 264.




-l1l2 -

such an experience. It has been said thiat "renewed empeheis is being placed
upon the family as the fundamental religious group in which the child learns
to be religious by sharing the common 1ife. As modern social religion is seen
to be quite as much concerned with personal relations as with instructional
materials, it is evident that if the family ie not religions, it is irreligie
ous. There i8 no possibility of neutrality. The vital matter of six educa-
tion is worked out at home. The school and the church are therefore concern-
ing themselves with the training of parents as the most effective way in which
to train children. The problems of religious education are very intimately
related to the changing conditions of modern family li.fe."8 There were many
good traits to see in the adolescents for some when judged from their home
life were in & position to accept religious elucation,, yét there were those
vho showed no real home 1life, no training in what real fellowship means o;'
any thing of the sort., For all these wers looked into, also the other agen=-

cles to see what contributions they were makimg toward religious development.

TEX CHUECH,

With the group of young people at Hoéely Temple Church, we tried to make

for them a tie up of the teachings as carried on in the church school and pur-

-~

pose of this prepared program of religious education. ,

“The church hes its own peculiar responsibility but
must act as a correlztion of the activity of all the agen-
cies descrived., Its wealmess today is the limitation of
its educational efforts to the brief Sunday School hiour.
The Church is composed of families and therein lies its
opportunity to make contact with the 1life of the_children
and to help 14 the unifying of thelr education,¥?

To the limitation due to brief hours that this church engage any sort of

8.. Dictionary of Relirion and Ethics, p. 372.
9. roid.. p. 373.
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religious training the program of religious education in its phases of worship,
crafts, discussion groups and recreation, not only gave extended meaning to the
regular church program, but also to the small group referred to in this study.

In privilege of sharing a program that included more of the phases of one's life

was stressed. Thie would enabdble a person to eee the functional part of feligion,

THE SCHOCL.

"Education is a unitary process. The elimination
of religious instruction from the public school does not
absolve that institution from its responsibtility:in thet
moral and religious development of its pupils. The whole
trend of social aducation is in the direction of the . -
achievement of the fundamental religious values. A mono-
graph by Rugh, The Essential Place of Religzion in Bduca-
tion, points out clearly and practically how a scliool in
the very organization of 1ts corporate life is teaching
religion though it‘may never use the word. Much closer
cooperation between the school and otheIoagenciea of re-
lizious education are closely possible

A very interesting as well as suited statement to inject here would
be that of a survey being made by the class of Week-Day Church Schools in the
Department of Religious Education, Gammon Theological Seminary. At this writ-
ing the survey has not been completed, but data has been secured form the dif-
‘ferent states concerning whetlr:er or not a state promotes Week-Day Church Schools
in connection with the Public School System and methods used in this promotion.
It is alarming to note the many states which foster no type of religlous activi-
ty in connection with the public school, while there are others which only in
a brief manner mals some allomance for religious activitlies in their program,
To face the situation realisi cally, there is véry little being done in the
name of religion by the public school to make a definite relationship between

education, religious and secular.

10. Ivid., p. 374.

——ars
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THE COMMUITITY.

The commmunity itself apart from the special ingtitutions already con-
sidered is an educational agency, Its streets, parks and playgrounds, or the
lack of these, business 1ife, commercialized amisement, bill boards, regula-
tions of public health, and its police are all influences effecting young 1life,
and perhaps very easily doing more to break down the socializing process than
all other constructive efforts can buiid up. ZEducation cannot be considered
by itself, but must be considered as a part of the total social life in which

the children grow up.11

The commnity along with the other agencies play a
vital part in guiding adolescents. The fact that a commmity offers some so-
cial center in no way affirms whether its program is meeting the needs of the
young people nor does 1t necessarily give the impression that the program
falls short of the desired outcome. The Bethlehem Center with its many and
varied groups offers a very challenging opportunity for guidance to abundant
life to its commnity. Through the religious impressions made upon young

lives there can be developed a sensitiveness to higher values, and the develop-

ing of ability and disposition to take the responsibility for leadership in

a Christian way in communities.

TTE CHURCH,

The church as a social egency makes an ineffaceable impression upon a
comrunity. For the young people who are the constituents of religious and so-
cial institutions are in turn the constitiency of the community. This being
true it is all the more urgent that these institutions so build a program which
will lead persons to reverence and respect personalities of other human beings
through right conduct in our social order. The commnity reflects the work

and success of both the Church and social agency as well as the home
11, 1Ivid., p. 375.
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A FROPOSED PROGRAM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AS EXPOSED TO ADOLESCENT GIRLS

Before going into the program it will be wise to say a word about the
two groups. These groups were made up of girls between the ages of thirteen
and sixteen years of age. They were of the so-called average calibre. For
the most part they were talented as to ;usic and speaking, The group at the
Bethlehem Community Center was composed of fifteen girls, eight of whom were

in regular attendance and who showed interest in group activities,

At Hosely Temple Church the group remained a small one of four girls.
This was partly due to the limited number of girls in the church between the
ages of trirteen and fifteen. However, the small group was indeed an interest-
ed one. Basically the needs and desires of the two groups were the same.
Therefore, before planning & program of Religious Education aims were'drawn

up vhich would relate themselves to both groups.

Aims:

1, To gulde young people into a full appreciation
of 1life through vholesome group participation in which care °
is given to relate their lives to ideals that are Christian,

2. To prepare young people for future leadership
in the Church, commnity, and the home, by letting them feel
that they are an integral part of each,

3. To help young people find themselves through
vholesome fellowship and creative ideas,

4, To encrurage growth and development of each in-
dividual through meaningful experience.



Meeting -

PROGRAM CALFIDAR

Each Wednesday Afternoon (Church)

Each Thursday Afternoon (Center)

octOber 3 - 8,

" October 10 - 24.

October 31

TCVELBER

November 1 - 8

Novenber 14 - 15

November 21

(First meeting of the year) Informal gathering
in which the purpose of the group is stated; names
of menmbers recorded; and general discussion so

as to find what gzirls pay be interested in.

Theme considered for month - "Friendship®
Worship programs are to be centered around
this theme.

»

v

Home visitiations to meet parents of the girls at
Hosely Temple and to acquaint them with such an
organization and its purpose,

Hallowe'en Party at church.
Four meetings for each group.

Th.eme of Thanizfulness introduced,

Thought turned also to the season of giving;
crafts started for gifts during the holiday
season,

-

The plans for preparing a basket for some une
fortunate person in the community for Thanks-
giving Day,

A hizhly planned worship progran of Thanksfulness
and the presentation of our gifts to the less
fortunate in a body, This will be prescnted by
tl.e firls so that they can learn tuat they are the
ones who shared in meking Thanksziving Day a day
of Thanks in the life of some individual .

(Hosely Temple Girls)



Tovember %2

Novenber 25

November 28 - 29

December 5 - §

December 12 - 13

DECEISIR

JAUARY

FEERUARY

February 1 - 15

Morning worship at the commnity church or a service
of our omn at the Center. Then placing our gifts

on the altar and dedicating them to the service of
those who are to receive them.

Recognition Day at Hosely Temple Church in form of
a Candlelight Service.

Plans for Christmas Celebration.

Theme for M"Givine and Sharine®

Worship program,

Definite work on crafts.

Recreation - Preparing for Christmas play.

Pre-Christmas tree celebration. '
Paly presented, Gifts that were made presented to
parents, Few moments of play, then a trip into the
community to sing carols, ’

Two meetings for the month,

Five meetings for the month.

Themes: Dedication.

Study and singing 6f music.

Hymns, community songs.

Songs Feast, Musical interpretation.

Study of the 1life of Bach, Chopin and others,
Current artists « Marion Anderson, Roland Hayes,
Movie trip if any concert artist is being featured.

Four nmeetings.
Theme for month: Brotherhood,

Croup discussion with some resource person or noted
person present. Possibly invite someone in to speak
who represents a different race,

Carefully planned worship program for each meeting,



February 16 - 28
(Last two weeks)

April,

May
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Lenten Seuson. Birtldaye - Lincoln, Douglase,
Waghington.

Begin the study of the meaning of Lenten .
Prepare for an Easter dramatization.

Valentine Party will be included for tlie month,

]

Four Meetings, Themes Sacrifice.

During the entire month speakers are called in
to talk with the group on Courtship, Marriage,
Religion and Persoanlity Adjustments,

Out-of =door recreation is stressed,

Easter Celebration.

Theme: The Beauty of Nature,

Saturday morning hike where we prepare breakfast
and then worship God through His beautiful trees,
flowers, birds and air. Sort of a retreat to the
hillside where we can be very near God.

Spring Festival of Music and games, using flowers
and twigs of green to decorate that we might catch
a glimpse of God's beautiful colors.

Holy Week Celebration. The week preceding Easter,
in which Christ's suffering and death are por=-
trayed. Dreamatization.

Themes Firdine Cod in Life Around Us.

Entire month devoted to greater spiritval guldence.
Trips through the wood to witness nature.

Finding God in our fellowman.

Closing Party im Banquet style.



TRE CAITVDAR IT ACTICN.

Tuis pfogram has been of intrirsic value for to plan the steps to be
taken in trying to carry on aprogram of religlous education, gives one a defi-
nite plan of what is to be done and expected. As aims were given tliere was
chance to check on results and at regular intervals this was done to see Wheth-
er or not goals were being realized. The idea of having sone definite goal was
done merely to give meaning and value to what was teing done, for success is
measured in light of some list of values which show themselves thro;;h aims
and objectives. This program was exposed to both a church and a social agency
in sort of a comparable study which hasproven interesting, While the results
seem to be about the same the social agency with equipment and facilities much
more plentiful as well as coufortable,.might account for the better attendance
ofthose who frequented tlLe center, fhe meetings were much more regular and at-
tendance on a whole was good, however, the same could be said of the group which
met at the Church had the heating of the club room been installed earlier and ir
other necessary equipment and facilities had been avallsable.

The program was proposed in caleddar fashion with plans for each month,
Results were recorded at the 'end of the month, Stress was given to develop-
ment in the areas of worship, discussion, handicraft and recreation.

The worship program usually followed or began a éeriod of genulne fel-
lowskip in vwhich created a situation for worship. TLis was such an impressive
moment that the young people very often asked to be in charge of the worskhip
program. They were given the them for that month and used all available ma-
terial they kmew and built worship programs out of-their own experiences, It
was surprising to learn that they asked to be given opportunity to sive prayer

go as to have the experience of praying a prayer of their own words. This would
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enable them to recognize the presence of God by being able to talk with him,
This éne development was one of highest value,
One can draw upon immeasurable resources in making worship services

effective,

Music: Beautiful selections from Scripture whose meaning the children
have already been helped to discover. Many helpful selections

were found in the ¥ew Hymnal for American Youth, The Beacon

Hyrmal, and The Book of Worship of the Church School by Hugh

Hartehorne.,

Pictures and Slides:

Pictures and slides of fauous paintings and of human experience
in which children are interested and which helped to stimlate

wholegome feelings and attitudes.

Praver: Prayers whose concepts the children understaﬁd. It was found
to be more effective to use the prayers which the children have
had a share in writing. To enrich the prayer life of the
child, however, it is important to draw on the prayers and 1i-

turgical materials.

Poetry: To this 1list of resources poetry was added for througch poems

worship can be enriched. Stories and interpretations of some

of the great paintings were given

#Praying Hands" and the interpretation by Durer were found quite owrship-
ful., There were many other songs, paintings, interpretations, stories and poetry

which are listed in Cynthia Pearl Muas' book, Christ and the Fine Arts,
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Discussions:

. This phase of the progrem was carried on in the main by pereons who were
called in and who talked on some topic of interest to the young people. They
listed topice in which they desired knowledge and discussions were led by per=
sons of particualr skill in special areas, These young people were intereasted
in personality adjustments, therefore, most discussions were centered around
personality development, They asked questions and took part in the discussions
following the resource person's discoursia. Very often tthe group had discuss-
ions among themselves. It was remarkable to note their growing understanding

of problems,

Handicraft:

There is much to be learned from a group on some sort of garment, or
article., Through this area personality traits can so easily creep out and
can be gulded into constructive channels, In stressing that we take the old,
cast aside articles and make them into useful trinklets for some one very neear,
Ecpecially was this done as Chrirtmans gift, sometimes we found those who were
a bit selfish and wanted to keep the articles for themselves. For those per-
sons we tried to say something of & personality that is not selfish, that
thoughtful of others and one who is constantly giving us all gifts and the

value them ie in patterning our lives like his, like Jesus Christ.

Recreation:

Isn't it wonderful timt Christian principles can be carried into any
activity we go into ? Doesn't it add something to 1ife itself to know that

the Christian way of 1life includes all our activities whether serious moments

~
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or the lishter play moments., There is the memory of a worship experience wlhich
c¢limaxed a recreational period., We had engaged in games, and songe through which
we had enjoyed some mements of galety, yet as weg ended our recreation, at the moe
ment when everybody wanted to add something even more enriching, with a simple
but meaningful prayer, "0 God, our Father, in our songs, our games, and our
miments of gaiety we have rememtered Thee. Help us to keep Thee ever in our
thoughts and actions at home at school, at work at play that others may know and
love Thee. Amen,® '

Flay is motive to childhood. For the child play is a large phase of
real 1iving. In the vocation Church school, which seeks to provide life like
situations and meaningful experiences in order tLat through these the child
may be able to learn and grow, play is an indispensable part of its program.

Tze fundamental philosophy of play is adjustment to life, whether it be the
infant acquiring the muscle coordination of body, or the boy getting his first
lesson in social cooperation throush team games, or the tired business man
finding relaxation in tlie swing of' a golf club. It may be made a powerful
character-building, personality developing instrumentality, It offers a t
teacher a means of intimate acquaintance with the disposition and characteriy-
tics of the child, Paly is a spontaneous activity, and through it the child
reveals hinself without reserve. It affords a pleasurable experience within
a religious schooliwhich tends to carry over into an altitude of pleasurable
appreciation of the church program as a w‘no].e.]'2 Since play is such a funda-
mental of all 1ife we must think of ueing it in planning how the leisure time
of both young and old should be used, In every program of religious education

time should be alloted to good wholesome recreation,

12, Bbieir, W. D., The New Vacation Church Scliool, p. 123.
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MONTHLY SU!ARY OF PROGRAM:

Since program was planned under calendar system it 1s wise to record the

results here after the same fashion.

October o '
Here we established real fellowship which was realized in this

informal meeting. Interest and 1deas of what they expected were gather=
ed from groups and was found to be in the most part included in our
program,

It was indeed interesting to visit the homes to study perso-
nality traits, relatl onships in the home and many other things which
aided in understanding the girls, A brief record was made of their
names and gddresses., In trying to discover interest in the girls, it
was noticed that that some of them were able to give their interest
end would even express how they wanted their interests developed., TYet
there were those who had no thought or no particular interest, there-
fore, we had to help the.child bring out undiscovered interest and de-
velop it. Through a brief period of counseling, guldance wae given to
help lead the child to know of fiud herinterest. This took months in
some cases for many projects were tried and the child through this

method found her interest,

November -

Thankfulness for life's blessings was stressed during the entire
month, Many members of group gave articles through their respective
churches to make up a basket for deserving persons. Worship services

were quite impressive for all had much to be thankful for,



It was during this wonth that the need for supervised play was
more fully realized. At the Center the girls had a Thanksgiving party
using leaves and other natural ails to decorate. The engaged in games,
many quiet and many active, yet, none seemed to have reached the group.
They were quiet until we gave them music and immediately they all got
to the floor. The group was in need of being educated to the various
organized forms of amiseuwents. It was a long, steady, untiring Job
ehead,

Recognition Day was not encouraged at the Church as the group
was small., It was felt that to wait until the group grew would be 2
better way in which to give impressions of the seriousness of the or-

canization.

December =

Project on handicraft was finished so as to serve as Christmas
gifrts, For youngsters to know they are giving things, they made much,
Some .of the articles included gloves, bags, stocklng toxes and many
otaer useful articles. The Christmaa services and program were planned.
The meeting ended during the second week in Deceuver, yet the programs
were carried on near Christuas time., The young people received and gave
gifts and at the Center the Christmas program was given by all the memb-
ers of Bethlehem Center, The Tee-Agers furnished carols on the program,
Hosely Teuple girls also engared in & real Curistmas celebration. The

group being small wanted the other meuwbers of the church'school to siare

in tieir Christmas program. Songs, readings along with the Story of
Jesus' Nativity were used, which proved meaningful to those Who partici-

pated. This month gave muech growth to giving and sharing with others.
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Januarx -

Februarz

March e

The schedule was not followed during this month, as it was
pPlanned, After the holidays there was a laxity on the part of at-
tendance. Each girl was contacted and encouraged to come back to
thé club. After two weeks the meetings at Hosely Temple were dis-
missed for the entire ﬁonth due to the heating conditions.

A Valentine Party was plannei. This was rather a slow
month; interest had to be stimulated.

This month was a very good one in which to instill some
basic ideas of the Christian life. The first principle was that of'
love, The theme was Brotherhood, so in the worship programs was in-
cluded love for all mankind, This was stressed in the brief dis-
cussions, our songs, and prayers, It was remembered that we are
trothers one and all, There was no guest speaxers invited for the
girls wanted to discuss freely the noted artist, scientist and
dther renown persons regardless to their nationality, and appre-
clate their contributions to mankind,

At Hosely Temple we had A Theater Party in which we saw
YRhapsody in Blue®. This was the lile story of George Gershwin,

Our worship programs were quite interesting. The Valentine

Party was a success,

The group was very energetic so we did quite a bit of out-
of-door forms of recreation. We invited Miss Hariet Strong in to

talx informally with the girls on Personality Development in which



Charm was stressed. The girls worked steadily on their crufts.

Tor Easter celebration we are planning a ehort Easter pre-
sentation to be used in our meeting as a worship gervice. At Hose-
ly Temple we are having two public services in which others are par-
ticipating. We hope that these will prove meaningful.

April - May -

fie hope to follow the calendar as we have planned.
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EVAIUATING THE PROGRAM:

In evaluating this program of religious education the best way in which
to measure the results of the project is to look back to the aims and see if
in any way they have been reached. These aims allowed for growth as well as
wholesome participation that was directed by Christian principles. The guid-
ance which was given 1f continued will lead these young people into a leader-
ship which 1s needed in the home, at church or the commnity. We feel happy
over the results for the leesons of fellowship, love, sharing and respect for
others were learned. These young people constantly reminded of what it means
to share their time their time, talents, ideas and belongins with each other,

They were ab1§ to palan worship programs which were inspiring. They
chose their songs, prayers, stories and other worship aids which bore out the
general theme.for trie month. In recreration and all other phases of lif-e they
are able to include the principles of Curistian living. Is if my belief that
such a program is of so much value that if all young people were exposed to a

well oragnized program that the futtre homes, commnities, cwurches, and
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schools will be those of people who are well developed., There are great possi-

bilities in guiding young people into Christian personalities,

WEAKNESS OF THE PROGTAM:

The program was too full for the short period of time ellowed to carry
it out. The time Just wouldn't permit ali that was planned. In preparing a pro=
gram for another group, consideration should bte given to the length of time al=
lowed to be spent with the group, Thought should be given to the equipment also,
for this program did not take into consideration the equipment which was very

inadequate at the Church.

RECOMICTDATIONS :

Since such a project tt to be all inclusive of many phases of the indis

vidualt's life, I feel that those engaged in such'a study.should be granted the

'following which are submitted in the form of recommendations. The recommenda-
tions wvhould enable persons making similar study to devote more time, effort
and have longer periods to watch closely the results, weaknesses, and strong

points of the program, Thus, ] recommend the following:

1, That students working out projects in similar manner, begin tlie pro-
- ject before the end of the firct semester of her first year at Gam-
mmon Theological Seminary. At such time a tentative, if not a per-
menent program is proposed for evaluation. This will give ample
time for evaluating her work and will provide more time for study
of the project.

2. That acedemic eredit be given for field work activities, This will
will make for more interest and serior sness about the work.

3. That written reports of project, which include success, possibili-
ties, and weaknesses be written up and given to the Advisor of the
Social Center or Church as tlie case i1"y be,
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