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MIDNIGHT BEHIND A STAR 
By Lynword W. Stevenson 

Most of us are ''dreaming of a white Christ
mas" with its snow-capped house and icicles from 
the roof, and a Christmas tree with a hundred 
glowing eyes peeping out of a window. We asso
ciate Christmas with that which glistens so that 
it has come to mean a holiday of gaiety. But this 
is not the proper setting for Christmas; it is out 
of a seeming unconquerable darkness that Christ
mas stands out. Do not the poetical accounts of 
the birth of Jesus set up a profoundly dark stage 
for the appearance of the star in the East? Do 
they not say that, while shepherds were watch
ing their sheep on a black Judean hill, they saw a 
star in the East? Do they not say that it was dark 
when the wise men saw the star? The story tell
ers emphasize darkness. 

The first-century Christians, too, say that it 
was dark when Jesus was born. One of these 
Christians, supposedly John, writing in the Hel
lenistic view, expresses it this way:· "The light 
shines in darkness and the darkness cannot mas
ter it'' (Moffott). The first-century Christians 
were living in a dark world like our own. It seem 
ed that the fascism, tyranny, and violence of Im
perialism were triumphant. But a light, a hope had 
appeared and the darkness could not master it. 
The marvel of the light was that it shone out 
against all of the darkness of the first-century 
world. 

If it is out of encompassing darkness that 
Christmas stands out, we here in Georgia and 
all over the South should keenly feel the Christ
mas implications (though we may not have our 
'·White Christmas"), for we are right back in the 
atmosphere of the fir.st Christmas. The South has 
all of the darkness of the first-century world. It 
has its Herods in the Bilbos and Talmadges, and 
its tyrannies in its lynchings and disfranchise
ments. If, like the first celebrants of Christmas, 
we can have a transcendent optimism and visual
ize the ultimate triumph of a light that the dark
ness cannot master, then Christmas will have a 
real meaning to us. 

HOMECOMING AT MORRIS BROWN 

(Continued from Page 6) 

in grand style. The ever faithful and noble veter

ans made a formation of "Kentucky." The part 

that stole the show was the girls' formation of 

color-cards. "Miss Kentucky " and attendants, 

who had been on the campus enjoying the splen

did hospitalities of Morris Brown since the first 

of the week, were saluted and Kentucky State's 

Alma Mater was sung. 

Then came the high point and glamorous 

climax of the day, the crowning of Miss Morris 

Brown. There was much gaiety and joy felt 

throughout the audience. There was a review of 

"Miss Morris Brown'' and her attendants and 

salutes by the cheer leaders, followed by the Alma 

Mater and retreat of formations. All began well 

and probably would have ended well had it not 

been for a perfect interception of a pass by Ken

tucky on the 55-yard line and the player scored 

through the defense for a touchdown. The extra 

point was made and the game ended, 7-0, in favor 

of Kentucky State. 

SOPHOMORE OFFICERS 

The Maroon Tiger wishes to correct some er

rors found in the last edition concerning the offi

cers of the Sophomore Class. The following in

formation was secured from the president of the 

class: 

President .................... Lerone Bennett 

Vice-President .............. Murray Schmoke 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Artist White 

Business Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chas. Releford 
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