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A An Young: Spark of controversy

Protect Yourself

By Debra Benton

Quick, decisive judgement as
your best means of self protec-
tion was the focal point of the
Group Discussion on Self Protec-
tion sponsored by the Office of
Counseling Services August 28 at
6:00 p.m. in Sisters Chapel.

The panel discussed how to
avoid becoming the victim of
physical or sexual assault and
also what to do during an attack.

Officer Harry Thornton, who
works with the Safety Education
Unit of The Atlanta City Police,
advised that you are your own
best protection. “Should you be
the victim of attack,” warned of-
fice Thornton, “evaluate the
situation quickly, effectively and
thoroughly.”

Other important self-defense
points were brought out during
the discussion:

Scream and continue to
scream until help arrives. Run
towards people and lights. Make
a scene, attention will usually
frighten an attacker. Try to
discourage your attacker if
possible. Pretend, for example, to
have a social disease. If you can’t
escape, use what is immediately
accessible to you.

Do not try to overpower your
attacker, especially when you are
at a disadvantage. Usually there
are several dangerous weapons
on your body that may be used to
stall your attacker. High heels ef-
fectively aimed at the eyes, tem-

ple, groin or midsection can
seriously injure an attacker.
Speed counts, examine your
purse, if possible, for perfume,
hairspray, fingernail files, pens,
anything that could be used to
stall or blind the attacker. Be
brutal and remember, this person
is attacking you. Should someone
grab you from behind stamp your
heel into their shin and foot. Jab
your elbow backwards into the
attacker. When you do break
away, continue to scream and run
towards people and lights. Report
your incident immediately to the
police. When the attacker is ap-
prehended press charges. A con-
viction could prevent further at-
(See SELF PROTECTION, pg. 5)
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SCLC Wages
Aggressive Peace

By Adele S. Newson

At a recent conference at the
Paschal Motor Hotel, Rev.
Joseph Lowery, President of the
SCLC, explained to a group of
community leaders that “Andrew
Young was waging aggressive
peace, and since he was in-
terrupted we ought to take up the
banner and continue to wage
aggressive peace in the world.”

Rev. Lowery and the SCLC had
been under sharp attack from the
media for meeting with the
Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion (PLO). According to Al
Sampson, SCLC’s program
coordinator, the Paschal meeting
was held “in order to articulate
what our SCLC  posture
was...because we realize that a
lot of the press is going to begin
to misinterpret our thoughts,
posture... I think the important
thing is for you, the black com-
munity, to know what we said.”

Rev. Lowery vehemently main-
tained that “we (SCLC) don't
need permission from the Jewish
leaders, or from the Journal-
Constitution or even the Voice to
preach the gospel. We have a
commission, we don’t need per-
mission!”

Reportedly the SCLC sent
wires to the major factions in the
Middle-East as well as to
American Jewish leaders. The
non-violent leader was asked why
his organization met with the
PLO first. In response to this Rev.
Lowerey explained, “Because
they responded to our request for
a meeting first. It was almost a
day later that we heard from the
Israeli delegation.”

In talks with both the PLO and
the Israelis, Rev. Lowery called
for a moratorium on violence. He
further made it known that he
and his organization supported
the human rights of all
Palestinians and of all Israelis. In
addition, Rev. Lowery urged the
PLO to remove from their char-
ter that provision which states
that they will drive Israel to the
sea.

In the conference with Israeli
Ambassador Yehuda Blum, Rev.
Lowery criticized Israel's com-
mercial relations with South
Afroca. “He (Blum) pointed out
that only .4 of 1 percent of South
Africa’s trade was with Israel
But he refused to say what per-
cent of Israel trade was with

South Africa,” commented Rev.
Lowery.

The fact that Blum refused to
comment on Israeli trade figures
with South Africa really didn't
matter. According to Rev.
Lowery, “We told him (Blum)
that any trade with South Africa
was an affront to the black com-
munity. And that for a nation that
came up out of the valley of op-
pression as Israel did, to trade
with South Africa and recognize
South Africa, and to support and
cooperate with the oppressive

The 1979 Fresnman Week Block Party was once again a

apartheid system is a n affront to
the black community.”

The SCLC reported that no one
objected to the points that were
made in the meetings. The ob-
jections were reported to have
stemmed from the fact that the
civil rights organization met with
the PLO. To this Lowery replied,
“Since President Carter didn't ap-
point me, he couldn’t disappoint
me. So...we took up the banner
and we came out of the bowels of
the Black Church.”

blast. Represented above are students from Spelman, Clark,

Morris Brown and Morehouse.

Abortion:

Controversy Rages

By Adele 5. Newson

Controversy is again raging
over the abortion issue. This time
the conflict surrounds federal
funding of abortion through
‘Medicaid. Currently abortions
pay the piper for the loss of a soul
than the loss of a few dollars.
endangered.

This summer commenced the
yearly debate on Medicaid fun-
ding. The U.S. House of
Representatives voted 241 to 180
against funding Medicaid abor-
tions for rape victims, victims of
incest and women who would suf-
fer severe damage if their
pregnancies were to be carried
the full term.

This move was certainlv 2 nlus
groups. Father
priest-in-resi-

for pro-life

Patrick Bishop,

dence at St. Anthony's Church
expressed the view that the
state has no right to take life, “not
in the execution chambers of our
state prisons, not in our hospitals,
in so called miercy Kkillings, not in
war, not in abortion clinics...I
have some real problems with my
money being used to finhance
what is morally repulsive to me!”

The vote prompted the reac-
tivation of pro-abortion groups
that were close to defunct. “If we
don’t start turning around the
legislature the courts aren’t going
to support us anymore,” said Dr.
lavonne Painter, vice-president
South for the National Abortion
Rights Action League (NARAL),
and member of the executive
committee for GARAL, the
Georgia affiliate.

(See ABORTION, pg. 5)
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Freshmen on Spelman:

An Optomistic View

By Susan Hart

My experiences and ob-
servations about Spelman during
Freshman Week have given me
an optimistic view about my
freshman year. I have become
aware of the various counseling
services designed to aid students
with personal and academic
problems. The lectures presented
to me about college life at
Spelman were well planned and
coordinated. Instead of feeling
inferior to the faculty and ad-
ministration, I view them as
being sincere people who can
‘relate to me, answer questions
and refer help or assistance.

Before entering Spelman I had
heard rumors about Spelman
women. I was led to believe they
were vain, stiffnecked and
arrogant. However, I found this

to be untrue. My class members,
as well as many of the up-
perclassmen, are friendly and
always greet me with a pleasant
“hello.” Their attitude towards
me certainly contradicts the
distorted rumors. I've observed
and learned during the course of
a few days that a true Spelmanite
offers help, love, and moral sup-
port to her fellow Spelman
sisters.

A subject that holds interest to
me and many other Spelman
women is the Morehouse man.
By talking with fellow classmates
and other AUC students, I found
a number of girls have a negative
opinion about Morehouse men.
Many feel that Morehouse stu-
dents are high-minded, haughty
men. The girls’ opinions seemed

to be a rather harse generaliza-
tion of Morehouse men, so I set
out to form my own opinion. The
‘Morehouse man, to me, is an in-
dividual with his own ideals and
values. Most of them are friendly,
ordinary young men. There are a
few who are stuck on their good
looks or material wealth, but this
small group is not enough evi-
dence to place a generalization
on Morehouse as a whole.

The Student Government
Association coordinated a num-
ber of entertaining activities
during Freshman Week. I was
rather impressed by some of
them, such as the talent show, the
initiation and the skits. The mem-
bers of the SGA were very help-
ful to me, and a number of other
girls, in adjusting and feeling
comfortably at Spelman.

By Melony Matthews

I really love Spelman, so far. I
could not have chosen a better
school to attend, but God didn’t
make earth angels nor did he per-
fect college.

Most of us were involved in
freshman orientation week. This
was a special week set aside to in-
troduce incoming Freshmen to
Spelman. Planned programs, lec-
tures, and Student Government

Activities were held throughout
the week. The planned programs
were informative, however, I felt
they were boring.

I liked the way this College
says “Welcome Spelman Sister.”
This is what makes us feel like a
family. Each upperclass volun-
teer did their best to make sure
we enjoyed ourselves and we did.

According to my impression,
the  Spelman  ladies are
socialable. I think the Student

Government is the finest group of
ladies I have ever come in con-
tact with. They are business min-
ded, congenial, and conducted
themselves like ladies.

The atmosphere at Spelman is
unique. The school is small
enough to care about the stu-
dents, but large enough to have
the prestige for a University.

However, one reservation I
have about Spelman is the tacky
and unorganized way the finan-
cial aid office handled
registration. Too many people
were given the run-around and
too many files were lost.

At first I was skeptical about
Spelman because it is an all
female institution, but with
Morehouse across the street, my
skepticism quickly faded. The
guys at Morehouse are the
neatest, friendliest and best
looking men I have ever seen.

With all things considered, I
think I've made the best choice in
Spelman and I think I'm going to
stay.

“Taxes are the price we
pay for civilized society.”
Oliver Wendall Holmes, Jr.

Should Spelman

Students Have
To Pay?

Point

By Lorenzo A. Taylor

It has come to the attention of
this reporter that admission to
Morehouse College football and
basketball games has increased
from $2.50 per student (ad-
mission charged for last season)
t0$3.00 per student.

Spelman, for obvious reasons,
is the only school in the Atlanta
University Center that does not
have a football team. Spelman
receives the shaft not only from
Morehouse, but Clark and Morris
Brown as well because there is no
reciprocal means of making back
the money that a Spelman
student spends on a Morehouse
College football game. It has
been suggested that Morehouse is
somehow indebted to Spelman
because of the female power that
the school supplies in the form of
cheerleaders, tigeretts, majoretts,
homecoming queens and as-
sorted hollywood starlets. I say,

bunk that crap. If Spelman
students were allowed a discount
or “free” admission into More-
house intercollegiate athletic
events, I am positive that
game attendance could increase,
but the economics of the
situation are too real to set aside
for courteous favors. If Spelman
students want “free’ admission in-
to Morehouse games, I urge them
to persuade their board of
trustees to incorporate each
student into paying a Morehouse
sports activity fee, or simply
merge the two schools. A more
realistic alternative would be an
economic boycott by Spelman on
all Morehouse games. Spelman’s
lack of financial support would
force the Morehouse Board of
Trustees to eliminate the athletic
program at Morehouse. With the
athletic program eliminated; no
one would have to worry about
paying $3.00 to see a football
game.

Counterpoint

By Carolita V. Jones

It seems to me that Morehouse
has once again forgotten or
should I say lost perspective of
that once great Morehouse-
Spelman relationship. The saying
still goes, “Behind every great
man, there is a great woman.”
Why then does Morehouse try so
hard to hinder Spelman in sup-
porting their great men? It is sim-
ply ridiculous for Morehouse to
expect Spelmanites to pay the full
adult price to attend a football
game.

First, Morehouse has failed to
produce a winning season in
several years. Therefore any sup-
port offered to the team should
be appreciated. I believe the sup-
port from the alumni and Atlanta
community would increase if the
football team improved.
Evervbody likes a winner.

Secondly, even though Spel-
man doesn’t pay an activity fee for
joint activities with Morehouse, a
student rate of half price could be
set up to fray expenses. One must
consider the additional expenses

of transportation to each home
game. Let's not forget most
college students do not have a
steady income.

Thirdly, the majority ot
females associated with
Morehouse during the football
season (homecoming gqueens,
cheerleaders, band members,
tigereties and majorettes) are
Spelman students. Don’t we
deserve any consideration?

Of course 1 realize Spelman 1s
not officially Morehouse’s sister
school. However, I find it dif-
ficult to imagine Morehouse im-
porting its Bennett College sisters
down to support their athletic
efforts. Also, if Morehouse at-
tempted to recruit females from
one of the other co-ed institutions
in the Atlanta University Center,
I find it unlikely that their true

loyalty will ever belong to
Morehouse, whereas Spelman
has long been Morehouse’s

surrogate sister institution, it
seems as if we have been forgot-
ten this year.
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Letter
from the

Editor

Dear Readers:

The year has already begun
* buzzing with excitement and with
that excitement I extend an of
ficial hearty welcome to the new
and old members of this Atlanta
University Center family.

The Spotlight 1s already in full
gear and ready to start the year
off with an “organized bang.” I
have a marvelous staff of highly
dedicated workers who aim to
give you quality in your
newspaper.

Because the Spotlight is the
only communication outlet that
Spelman has, we'd like this year
to be a learning experience for
everyone involved. Our first
workshop was September 15

Reporters

Debra Benton
Kimberly L. Browne
Angela Cumberlander
Chris Hamlin

Susan Hart

Carolita B. Jones
Phillip M. Jones
Victoria McMillan
Sam Matchett
Melony Matthews
Josie Pearson

Sheila Reid

Kiron Kanina Skinner
Lorenzo A. Taylor

'wheréby our publisll—e}.‘lj—.*LTn-

man, discussed  newspaper
layout. We invite you to in-
vestigate our monthly workshops
which will encompass everything
from photography to bettering
your writing skills.

The  Spotlight will  be
distributed every third Monday.
We strongly urge any and

everyone interested in newspaper
production to stop by our office
in the lower concourse of the
student center to fill out an ap-
plication.

Our aim is to inform you, en-
tertain you and represent you
with a paper you can be proud of!

Happy Reading!

Rolonda G. Watts
Editor-in-Chief

Letter to the Freshmen
By Sheila Reid

Dear Freshmen,

In the future you will discover Spelman has many advantages as
well as disadvantages. However, we seem to recall the short-
comings a little more often. These are the times when you have to
muster up all of your patience and not let your frustrations get the
best of you. At some time in your career here you may even hate
Spelman. This feeling comes and goes for all of us, so don't think
they’re just tormenting you—it’s nothing personal. To illustrate my
point, here are a few examples of when, why and

Who Hates Spelman!

The girl fighting the guard to get a key.

The guy they won’t let in without an I.D.

The teacher with students that can’t stay awake.

The student with too many finals to take.

The cook in the kitchen making up new names for food.

The dorm mother that is always in a bad mood.

The Greeks that Spelman will never let step.

The folks at Mo Brown with such a bad rep.

The girt who has lost her meal card at lunch.

The commuter that suffers the daily gas crunch.

The men at the house that can get no play.

The poor thing being forced to eat in our cafe.

See! Everyone feels these frustrations from time to time. But
there is one thing I left out—Spelman must be doing something
right if after all this, we're still here!!

Dear Ladies of Spelman,

It is both a pleasure and a
privilege to be able to extend to
the class of 1983 sincere words of
welcome and to express to the
ladies  returning a  joyful
welcome. From my heart, I must
say that I am looking forward to
working with Spelman College
because you, as a student body,
have a leader in Donna Dunlap
who is dedicated and depen-
dable, serious and sincere.

As a leader, I realize that
Morehouse and Spelman
produce the black leaders of
tomorrow. But more important is
the fact that we are the Black
learners of today. Therefore, we,
as young people, must continue
to have the determination to ex-
ceed and the desire to excel.

" Asa concerned student, let me
say that none of us are sure about
the length of time we will attend
these institutions. Therefore, we
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o L€tters to You:

must learn to dedicate our desires.

to our destinations and we must
do whatever we can, when we
can, while we can, the best we
can.

As a friend, I wish to say that,
we, the men of morehouse, are
determined to create a family
type atmosphere all over the

A.U. Center. For in times like
these, we need to come together
and realize that we are family.
Let us work together as brothers
and sisters. Let us work together
and prepare to lead this nation.
Let us wor, together to build the
bridges tht will bring our people
closer.

Finally, across the way from

‘Spelman there are some young

men, Black men, learning to live
and give, learning to care and
share. At Spelman there are some
young women, Black women,
learning to live and give, learning
to care and share. We must all
come together and join hands
and sing our song. We are family,
all together and our love will
keep us strong.

Sincerely yours,
Liton Tyrone Crider
President S.G.A
Morehouse College

A Letter from SSGA President

As a new year begins the
Spelman Student Government
Association hopes to portray a
positive image that would
generate an interest among the
students in all aspects of Spelman
life. Many feel as though the suc-
cess of the New Student Orien-
tation Week has set a precedent
for the 1979-1980 academic year.

The Spelman Student Govern-
ment Association desires to meet
more than the social needs of the
student body. We hope to
provide more cultural and
educational programs for stu-
dents through a newly established
Cultural and Educational Affairs
Board. The Student Government
will also be working with the
department chairpersons to co-
sponsor programs which will be
of genuine interest to the studen-
ts. =

o

The members of the S.S.G.A.
cabinet are a dedicated group of
students who are anxious to ac-
cept the challenges and to
achieve the pgoals set before
them. The Spelman student body
appears to be moving away from

a cataronic state of apathy and
are directing their energies
toward - becoming actively in-
volved in the S$.S.G.A. Hopefully,
student involvement will
strengthen and grow, because it
can bring forth changes and im-
provements. .

We hope that the students will
not hesitate to come to the
Student Government office with
questions as well as ideas. The
first student body meeting has
been scheduled for Sept. 27, at

~11:00 a.m. in Sisters Chapel.

Your attendance would be much
appreciated and it would signify
your concern. We are looking
forward to having a successful
year together. :

Sincerely Yours,
Donna Dunlap
S.S.G.A. President

By Sam Matchett

“The biggest stumbling block
to increased voter registration is
still voter apathy. If we are to
elect black officials, it is up to
every black citizen to decide
what is being done to us and
what is being done for us. One
way to take control of our lives is
through the ballot box.”

— Julian Bond, 1969

Last year Atlanta University
Center students paid a very poor
tribute to the much fought for
privilege to register and vote free
from harassment and ridicule. To
illustrate by taking a look at the
resulting percentages of the 1978
general election; less than 30 per-
cent of Georgia’s registered
voters actually voted. Less than
35 percent of the Atlanta
registered public voted. Less than
5 percent of the registered
student population voted and less
than 10 percent of the registered
Atlanta  student  population
voted.

There appears to be various
reasons for why students do not
vote. Primarily, and as alluded to
in the introductory quote,
APATHY reigns unrestricted

amongst us. Though the first to
defame and complain about the
burdensome plight of our black
race, we as collegiates are the last
to turn constructive criticism into
positive action. The proverbial

Did You Vote?

phrase “...more bark than bite”
certainly applies to us in this
situation. There are three notable
problems concerning voter tur-
nout in the Atlanta University
Center. First, some students
register and then fail to vote on
election day, (such as in the 1978
general election). Secondly,
registration of students when
held on campus has had in the
past the misfortune of not getting
all the names of registered voters
on the campus downtown.
Though this latter problem is
significant, it is not a true hin-
derance to the prospective voter
on election day. And thirdly,
many students do not realize that
one need be a resident of Georgia
for only 30 days before being
eligible to register and vote.
Without knowledge of the fact,
many students have simply
pushed the thought of voting out
of their minds.

After presenting the problems
it is only fair to offer an answer
and according to Mr. Carey
Wynn, professor of history at
Morehouse College and Chair-
man of Election Procedures for
the Democratic Party of Fulton

County, a solution to the problem
is easily disclosed. There is at the
present time a dire need for
student volunteers to assist in the
registration of potential voters.
For students interested in an-
swering this call for assistance,
contac t Wynn at 681-2800, ex-
tension 249 before November 1,
1979. Participants will be asked
to attend a three hour learning
session to acquaint them with
correct procedures and regula-
tions concerning registration; this
session may be arranged and con-
ducted in the Atlanta University
Center. Thereafter, participants
will have been prepared to go
through out the Center to solicit
potential voters.

At this point, a. special in-
vitation is extended to all serious-
minded sororities and fraternities
to take part in the three hour in-
struction session and also render
badly-needed assistance to the
very worthwhile voter-registra-

tion endeavors.
As a parting note, there has

most definitely been a downward
trend in voting since the 1973

(See VOTING, pg. 5)
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Students to Vote on Local Tax

By Pamela Denise Moore
and
Kiron Kanina Skinner

On October 2, 1979, students
and citizens of Atlanta will have
the opportunity to vote on the
local option sales tax.

The outcome of this referen-
dum determines whether Fulton
County’s sales taxes will be raised
from four ceats to five cents per
dollar. Revenues generated by
the one percent increase in the
sales tax would go to ten
municipalities in the county.
Atlanta would receive about 54
percent of the revenues which
amounts to about 24 million
dollars.

The imposition of a one per-

cent sales tax by counties and
cities is allowed by the Georgia
Retailer's and Consumer’s Sales
and Use Tax Act as amended in
March 1979. The tax would apply
to all goods and services covered
by the existing sales tax, which
also includes gasoline.

The law, however, also
requires that counties and cities
hold a referendum to allow voters
to approve or disapprove im-
position of the one percent sales
tax.

The most controversial aspect
of this law is that section which
requires the city and county to
reduce property tax rates each,
year by a rate that is equivalent to
revenues generated by the sales
tax during the preceding year.

The Pros
®

The Cons

® The local option sales tax e The Local Option Sales Tax
will increase City revenues in the is being falsely presented as a
short run by providing the City means of increasing city revenues
with needed additional operating rather than what it is: a substitute
funds in 1980 (the year of double for the property tax intended to
taxation) and in the long run by shift completely the cost of local
supplementing the City's proper government from the well-to-do
ty tax base with a faster growing property holder to the rank and

base—retail prices.

¢ Fulton County property
taxes are excessive in comparison
with surrounding counties in
Atlanta’s metropolitan area.

® A large number of property
holders are not wealthy but may
receive benefits from the sales
tax.

¢ The tax on property will
continue to provide the largest
share of the City's revenue
derived from taxation. The sales
tax will supplement a currently
growing property tax digest.

e With- the passage of the
local option sales tax, the
pressure to maintain the school
millage tax rate at its present
level.

_e The Department of Budget
and Planning recommended the
local sales tax option.

e The sales tax is a regressive
tax but it is still preferable to the
likeliest alternative a 6-mil in-
crease in the property tax, or
severe cuts in the city services.

® Despite the fact that the
vast majority of the programs are
federally funded, the City also
allocates over $14 million to such
programs. It is low and moderate
income residents who will be
most disadvantaged if the city is
forced to make reduction in these
areas.

® Atlanta’s share in the 1980
will be approximately $24
million. The first year’s revenue
is desperately needed to sup-
plement the City’s operating
budget in 1980 in order to main-
tain existing services plus cover
certain new expenses in 1980.

¢ The City is and has been ex-
ploring all potential revenue
sources. The emphasis on the
Local Option Sales Tax is one
result of this effort.

file consumer.

"o The primary assumption un-
derlying the local option sales tax
is that property taxes are ex-
cessively high—which is not the
case.

o Passage of the local option
sales tax would accrue direct sub-
stantial financial benefits to large
businesses, but few or no benefits
to most citizens.

o If the referendum passes,
the cost of general city
operations would rest dispropor-
tionately upon the sales tax and
by inference on low and in-
termediate consumers.

e With a lower overall proper-
ty tax, the pressure to keep the
school tax at its present level will
be formidable, thus resulting in
deleterious consequences for
Atlanta’s school system.

,® The city’s Bureau of Budget
and Planning did not recommend
the sales tax as the preferred op-
tion for dealing with the city's
financial needs.

~_* The local option sales tax is
an unrighteous attempt to impose
a regressive tax on the poor.

e Social and other services on
which the poor depend would not
be affected by cuts in the city's
general fund because there
programs are federally funded.

® The city has not demon-
strated why it needs the $54
million (sic) that a sales tax in-
crease would generate.

e The city snowa explore
‘otner potential sourves of
revenues.

Consequently, forces opposing
the local option sales tax contend
that the tax is merely a substitute
instead of a supplement to the
city’s present revenues. Ac-
cording to a report released by
the Coalition Against the Local
Option Sales Tax, “the law
clearly intended to make it
possible for counties to use the
sales tax to shift completely the
cost of local government from
well-to-do property holders to
rank and file consumers.”

John Boon is chairman of the
Coalition Against the Local Op-
tion Sales Tax. Dr. Mack Jones,
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Earlier this month Mayor
Maynard Jackson responded
strongly to allegations that he is
supporting the local option sales
tax in hopes of gaining big
business support in the upcoming
senatorial race.

The mayor stated, “One of the
basic things in politics is that one
does not support an additional
tax when one is running for of-

fice. I have not made a decision '

on whether I will run for the
senate next year, but that is
irrelevant to this issue.

Group

By Kiron Kanina Skinner

According to Dr. Mack Jones,
the ramifications of an increase
on the sales tax would extend it-
self to Spelmanites and other
college students. He explained,
“To put the local option sales tax
referendum into effect, it is
necessary to raise taxes on Atlan-
ta’s students and poor people
while big businesses have their
taxes decreased by hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

In an attempt to ascertain the
arguments of the opposition to
the local option sales tax, the
Spotlight interviewed Dr. Mack

chairman of the Atlanta Univer-
sity political science department
and Father Isaac Miller are co-
chairmen of the coalition.

Forces pushing for approval of
the local option sales tax say that
the coalition is wrong in saying
that the sales tax is a substitute in-
stead of a supplement to existing
tax revenues. According to a
report from the city’s Office of
Budget and Planning, “the
property owners share of the bur-
den will continue to be significant
although the City/County total
(property tax) will always be ap-
proximately 14 mills below the
level it would reach without the

]
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“The politically smart thing to
do,” said the mayor, “would be to
stay away from this tax—as far as
possible. But the city of Atlanta
needs this additional revenue,
and the local option sales tax of-
fers the best available option for
raising the needed revenue.”

The mayor added, “Big
business support has been
lukewarm at best. It would be
political suicide to seek their sup-
port at the expense of my
traditional constituents, those
whom I have sought to serve with
particular dedication during my
administration.”

Michael Lomax, also accused

sales tax.

Mayor Maynard Jackson and
Fulton County Commissioner
Milton Farris are co-chairing
Citizens for  Atlanta/Fulton,
which is the group favoring the
local option sales tax. Fulton
County Commissioner Michael
Lomax is campaign coordinator
of Citizens for Atlanta/Fulton.

Below is a list of arguments for
and against the local option sales
tax. The arguments are taken
from the reports of the Coalition
Against the Local Option Sales
Tax and the Office of Budget and

\
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of supporting the local tax for
personal  political reasons,
responding by saying “Obviously,
supporting the local option tax is
not the most politically popular
thing to do. I support the tax
because the city needs the money
to operate and because 40 per-
cent of the revenues will come
from non-residents who either
work in Atlanta or come to
Atlanta for entertainment.

“The sales tax was initially
recommended to the city in 1975
by Future Funding Task Force
which was headed by then Atlan-

(See Cl11Y, pg. 5}

Opposes Tax

Jones, chairman of the Political
Sciences Department at Atlanta
University and co-chairman of
the Coalition Against The Local
Option Sales Tax, and Adolph
Reed, a professor at the Clark
College Southern Center for
Studies in Public Policy. As a
‘result, the Spotlight was able to
identify many of the issues
surrounding the referendum,
which are examined in this sum-
mation.

Jones said that it is not only the
college students that will suffer if
the referendum passes. A 1 cent
sales tax increase will pertain to
gasoline and all goods and ser-

vices already under the jurisdic-
tion of the sales tax. It is also the
rank and file consumer, Dr.
Jones stressed, who will feel the
increase when he visits the stores.

According to a  report
published by the Coalition Again-
st The Local Option Sales Tax,
passage of the referendum will
disproportionately place the cost
of general city operations on the
low and moderate income con-
sumers.

But while the private citizen
will be burdened with higher
sales taxes, if the referendum

passes, twenty big companies in
(See LOCAL, pg. 5/




ta University Center Chancellor
Lisle Carter.

“Tt was their view that the tax
would help long range financial
problems, and I agree.”

According to Dick Layton,
commissioner of the department
of budget and planning, “If they
say that Maynard is running after
big business, they are smoking
opium.” Layton’s department is
providing information  and
assistance to the mayor, city
council, and others pushing the
local option sales tax as well as to
the general public.

Layton further stated that those
contending that the local option
sales tax is a substitute rather
than a supplement to existing
revenues, are ‘“‘misinterpreting
the law.” Layton explained that
property owners will be receiving
rollbacks in their property taxes
based on a rate equivalent to the

amount of revenues generated by
the sales tax during the previous
year. However, he continued, if
their property tax rate increases
from the previous year, they will
still have to pay more taxes than
the year before. But the im-
portance of the sales tax to
property tax payers, he added, is
that city property tax rates will
always be about 10 mil less than
otherwise.

In a press conference held
earlier this month, Maynard said
the same concerning the reduc-
tion in the city tax levy, but he
also said that the sales tax would
result in the county tax levy being
four mills less than it would be
without the slaes tax.

Layton sees the sales tax as the
best means of increasing
revenues for the city. “The city’s
financial problem is real,” he
said.

Propertvy taxes, according to

Layton, no longer give the city
the kind of revenues it needs.

During the years 1974-1978, he -

pointed out, the annual growth of
revenue from property taxes
declined from 11%2 percent to 2.2
percent and is steadily
decreasing. 753 city positions, as
well as some other city hall
programs, have been abolished.
he said, and this year 6.4 million
dollars were cut from the budget,
resulting in a freeing of an
equivalent of 122 police positions
for a twelve month period, a cut
of 3 million dollars for equipment
replacement, and a decrease in
the budget of every city agency.
Layton stated that the biggest
problem in the public safety
department is morale, which is
due to insufficient funds. In ad-
dition, he stated that the average
city employee got about a seven
percent pay increase during the
years 1974-1979, while the in-

Local Option Tax

Atlanta will receive a tax
rollback of $9 million, according
to figures published in a recent
Atlanta Constitution article. Of
the businesses that will profit
from the tax rollback, the three
business which stand to gain the
most are  Southern  Bell
Telephone Co., Georgia Power
Co., and IBM Corporation. Using
1979 figures not adjusted for in-
flation,” The Atlanta Con-
stitution stated “the largest single
rollback would be $2.199 million
for Southern Bell Telephone Co.”
Georgia Power Co., who pays
Fulton and Atlanta $4.26 million
in property tax, will get a
rollback of $960,000, and IBM’s
rollback will be $511,000.

Even though Atlantans will be
faced with higher sales taxes and
big businesses will gain, if the
referendum is adopted, Mayor
Maynard Jackson, Fulton County
Commissioner Michael Lomazx,
Campaign Coordinator of
Citizens for Atlanta/ Fulton,
Milton Farris, Fulton County
Commissioner, and other city of-
ficials feel that the 1 cent sales
tax increase is the most feasible
tax alternative for Atlanta.

Professor Reed disagrees with
the city officials. He says that the
sales tax is not the most feasible
alternative for taxation, and that
other options do exist. He stated,
“The occupational tax is the least
regressive of the alternatives
provided it is done on a
graduated scale. The 1 percent
sales tax increase is the only op-
tion they (the proponents) have
decided to confront.”

In light of negative
ramifications that the local op-
tion sales tax will have on the
black community, and the con-
tention of opponents like Reed
that other alternatives are
tangible. The decision of Mayor
Jackson to propose rather than
oppose the referendum has lead
many opponents to believe that
their motives transcend interest
in the economic sovereignty of
Atlanta.

John Boone, Chairman of the
Coalition Against the Local Op-

tion Sales Tax, told the Atlanta
Constitution in an article on Sep-
tember 7, “Sadley, we suspect the
Mayor’s political ambitions are at
the heart of this matter. The first
year windfall from the sales tax
will give the mayor a wad of pork
barrel money he can use to
grease the wheels of his cam-
paign for the U.S. Senate. And
when the huge property tax
rollback comes, big business will
be more than willing to hold its
nose and donate money.”

Perhaps a voter would think
that the mayor truly felt that the
local sales tax is the only way to
give Atlanta a wider revenue
base. But the opponents say
political motivations have had an
impact on the mayor’s decision.
The opponents support their
belief by reminding citizens of
the mayor's stance less than
twelve months ago.

On September 29, 1978 Mayor
Jackson, on the local option sales
tax, stated, “Even though the

Local Option Sales tax would be
a quick solution to the city of
Atlanta’s budget needs, I have
decided, after much study, after
widespread consultation with
citizens of every income level
and elected officials, and after
my most earnest and prayerful
considerations, that I cannot sup-
port the local sales tax under
present conditions.” The mayor
stated last year that unless
adequate trade-offs for low-
income families and renters
would be provided, he would not
support the referendum. He also
itemized things that he would like
to see done in the city for the low
income family before he would
support the local sales tax option.
Jones argues, however, that the
mayor is now supporting the op-
tion and changes he (the mayor)
suggested have not been
materialized. “The mayor has not
made any effort to see that his
contentions are met. Nothing has
been done, and now he supports
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flation rate for the same period
was 25 percent.

Layton admits that the sales tax
is a regressive tax because it con-
sumes more of low income than
high income, but, he stated, “The
same people who are opposing
the sales tax did not raise a whim-
per when garbage rates went up
and water and sewage rates went
up, both of which are more
regressive than the sale tax.”

Layton stated that the mayor
feels that the occupational tax,
which is favored by the coalition
as an alternative to the sales tax,
would be a “righteous tax” if it
was put of a graduated scale.
“But the overwhelming fact,”
Layton added, “is that the gover-
nor, lieutenant governor, and
others in the state legislature op-
pose such a tax and have
threatened to strip the city of its
legal right to levy an oc
cupational tax.”

The sales tax is the best option,
according to Layton, because it
has more elasticity. “Over the
next five years,” he said, “the
sales tax growth rate will be over
ten times more than the property
tax rate.”

According to the report
produced by the Office of Budget
and Planning, “The property tax
and sales tax complement each
other: while the sales tax keeps
pace better in an inflationary
period, the property tax does not
fall as rapidly in a recessionary
period.” Thus, Citizens for Atlan-
ta/Fulton feel that an extra tax
base offers the advantages of a
diversified tax base.

In a statement earlier this mon-
th, Maynard Pledged, “We will
continue to do our part to cut
costs and live frugally. The voters
need to do their pact October 2 to
keep Atlanta and Fulton County
great.”

Hurts Poor

the referendum.”

Opponents  contend that
Michael Lomax is also supporting
the referendum for personal
reasons. An Atlanta Constitution
editorial said, “Lomax had it all
figured out, too. He would use
the prestige, money and nreople
involved in the local option sales
tax for his campaign. To sweeten
the pot, he committed money to
Brown-Gray public relations firm
for his campaign and Brown-
Gray is the same firm that the
downtown businessmen con-
tracted to run the local-option
sales tax campaign.” Jones stated

that Michael Lomax clearly
wants to be mayor.
Aside from the political

motives of various officials, the
opponents believe that the mayor
is attempting to rally black sup-
port for the referendum by ap-
pealing to what they call “selfish
class interest,” and at the same
time frighten poor people into
voting affirmatively. The

Coalition Against The Local Op-
tion Sales Tax stated in its report,
“Blatant scare tactics are being
used to persuade poor people to
support the referendum. The
mayor and his supporters are
telling poor black voters in-
cluding the elderly people on
fixed incomes, that unless the
referendum passes, social
program will be discontinued and
that city services, such as police,
and garbage collection, will be
eliminated or curtailed.” The
report goes on to explain that the
real fact is that the funds for
many social programs come from
federal monies.

The opponents view the local
sales tax referendum as more
than just a law to be decided on
the provide additional money for
a city that is running out of
revenue avenues. They see the
issue as including personal
political motives and the interest
of big business standing in the
foreground.

Abortion
Controversy

Pro-Life groups have veen in
existence for as long as the pro-
abortion groups. In 1973, the first
year that the Supreme Court
ruled in favor of abortions, Pro-
life groups were working to limit
the legislation. “The managed to
write on a foreign aid bill...” said
Painter. “In essence what the bill
said is that no monies could be
used in countries in which we
were giving foreign aid for abor-
tions... Yet in third world coun-
tries their major problem is over-
population...”

The Pro-life groups are diver-
sified and many. They include the
Catholic Church, the John Birch
Society, the KKK, pro
mandatory motherhood groups
and a list of others. “The Catholic
hierarchy certainly put a lot of

money in this whole thing. I want
to be very careful not to include
the average Catholic parishoner”
Painter remarked. “But the
Catholic hierarchy...pours
literally millions of dollars into
the movement.”

To the charge that the Catholic
Church pours millions into anti-
abortion propaganda, Father
Bishop responded, “...The
Catholic Church should use its
money and resources—and we
don’t have as much as people
think—but some of the money
that's spent for other things
should be made available for sup-
portive help to women who are in
difficult pregnancies.”

“I do not support all of the pro-
life organizations,” continued
Father Bishop. “I hesitate to call
some of them pro-life because if
an organization such as the
KKK...takes a position against
abortion but does nothing for the
quality of human life...then I
think that you can talk about the
anti-abortion plank of the KKK,
but I am not about to call the
KKK pro-life.”

Self-Protection

tacks, especially in cases of rape.
According to Miss Claudia Bar-
nes of the Grady Rape Crises
Center, rapists are usually
repeaters. Their victims range
from 2 months to 95 years with
25% of them being less than 15.
The Grady Rape Crisis Center
assists in the legal and medical
aspects of rape. It provides a 24
hour hotline (659-RAPE), and
referral service. Mrs. Annette
Church, director of the Atlanta
University Center Student Crisis
Center provided information on
counseling and psychiatric ser-
vices for victims of physical and
sexual assault provided by the
Center. Although located on
Spelman’s campus, the services
are extended to anyone in the
Atlanta University Center. Mrs.
Cynthia Jenkins, director of the
Family Planning, also located on
Spelman’s campus added that
there is an increasing rate of

assault and battery, especially to
females by their male friends, in
the Atlanta University Center.
Mr. Carrell Smith, Director of
Public Safety for the Atlanta
University Center, described
changes in security outlined in
the new safety manual to be
issued during registration.

—Voting—

general election; however, this is
1979 and we the students of the

"Atlanta University Center can

and must make our presence
known at the polls. As members
of the “talented tenth,” if we do
not vote, we demonstrate to the
cynical white public that we are
nothing more than irresponsible,
chicken-loving, watermelon-eati-
ng, disco-tap dancers without
enough guile or common sense to
shuffle down to the polls and
make a difference.

Remember  brethren—"One
way to take control of our lives is
through the ballot box.”
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Health Guide To Yeast Infection

By Adele S. Newson

There are some itches you just
can't scratch or, needless to say.
ignore. One of the most common
itches of that sort is a result of a
very common malfunction called
yeast infection.

Bacteria and other organisms
naturally inhabit the vagina in an
ecological balance. When
changes occur that effect the
balance of these organisms in-
fections may occur. Candida
albicans is one such infection
resulting from an  altered
metabolic state.

Candida albicans is a common
microscopic yeast-like fungus. It
is always present on the skin, in
the mouth and in the large in-
testine of many healthy males
and females. It is also found in
the vaginal cavitv.

Women tend to be more
susceptible to the diseased state
of Candida albicans than are
men. In its diseased state, it is
commonly known as a yeast in-
fection. According to Judith
Gordon, Family Planning Nurse
Practitioner and Services Direc-
tor, men tend to experience the
disease less because of “the way
the genitalia are situated. Men
are more exposed. Yeast flourish
in a warm, dark, moist media,
and the vagina is a nice warm,
dark, moist medium.”

The major symptom of yeast
infections is intense itching, oc-
casionally severe enough to in-
terfere with sleep and normal
daily activities. Other symptoms
include swollen vaginal and
vulvar tissue, and a white
discharge possessing the con-
sistency of cottage cheese.

Sexual 1ntercourse may also
become painful as a result of the
infection.

“Any kind of irritation will
cause the symptoms to flare up,”
explained Ms. Gordon. “In-
tercourse can cause an infection
in that the male may be a carrier
of yeast spores. He may have
them under the foreskin of the
penis and deposit them in the
vagina during intercourse. They
may began to grow, but certainly
the friction from intercourse can
add irritation when there |is
already an infection there.”

Both males and females can en-
counter the disease as a result of
using certain types of antibiotics,
from lowered body resistance, or
diabetes. Women more com-
monly contact the disease
through the use of birth control
pills, after the menstrual period

and pregnancies. All of these fac-
tors serve to lower the acidity of
the vagina. Yeast grows well in a
non or low acid environment.

Candida Albicans can be tran-
smitted from one part of the body
to another. “It can be spread to
the vagina if a person uses im-
proper wiping procedures. If a
person, after defecating, wipes
from the back to the front,
they're going to wipe all kinds of
organisms that are commonly
found in the intestines into the
viginal area. And of course when
these organisms are displaced
they are going to set up an in-
fection,” explained Ms. Gordon.
The infection can also reach the
vagina from the anus along the
surface of a menstrual pad.

Usually, yeast infections are as
simple to prevent as they are to

Family Planning Program Offered

By Angela Cumberlander

For the incoming Freshman
and returning students who are
looking for a good family plan-
ning program, Spelman’s Mac-
Vicar Clinic has a lot to offer.
The services are available to any
AUC student, staff or faculty
member.

The services offered include a
complete laboratory analysis,
physical exam and contraceptive
services. Included in the
laboratory analysis are the
following: urinalysis—including a
diabetes test, hematocrit-red
blood cell count, sickle cell test,
pap smear, microscopic evalua-
tion for vaginal infection and
gonorrhea screening. Also avail-
able are syphilis and pregnancy
tests conducted upon reguest.

A very thorough physical exam
is given; chest, visceral, pelvic,

Beauty
Guide

sWhen applying make-up,
the test isn’'t how much you
can put on, but how much you
can put on and still look as
though you're not wearing
any.

*Best (and handiest) thing
for sharpening an eyebrow
pencil is an emery board.

*To keep soap out of your
eyes during shampoo, first
put cold cream on the eyelids
and brows. Soapy water will
promptly detour.

°*Gum-chewing
mouth wrinkles.

prevents

“The sound body is a prod-
uct of the sound mind.”
George Bernard Shaw -

vaginal and rectum exams are
conducted. The heart, lung and
thyroud gland are checked as
well as skin surfaces and ex-
tremities. The breast examina-
tion is performed and taught,
making the patient aware of the
importance of self breast exam-
ination in the fight against cancer.

The contraceptive services at

MacVicar include counseling
sessions, refill and follow-up
clinics.  The  contraceptives

available include the chemical
(combination pill, mini-pill), the
spermicides  (foams, jellies,
creams) and the mechanical
(IUD intrauterine  device,
diaphragm. condom). Some
special prescriptions, must be
filled at a pharmacy, but the con-
traceptive supplies are available
through the clinic. Treatment for
sexually transmitted diseases is
available and the clinic welcomes
clients as well as their partners
for medical and educational ser-
vices. Referrals are made for ser-
vices which cannot be handled at
the clinic.

The clinic does even more than
provide contraceptive supplies, it
offers group and individual coun-

seling. In these counseling
sessions many topics  are
discussed, including the ad-

vantages and disadvantages of
each contraceptive method in
relation to the patient. Educa-
tional materials are provided in
the form of pamphlets as well
as films. Rap sessions are held in
dormitories or organizational
activities upon request.

How much do all these services
cost? The program is funded by
Spelman College and the Depart-
ment of Human Resources. A
sliding scale fee for service is
used based on individual, not
family income; therefore, you
pay according to your own in-
dividual income ability. It is
estimated that the clinic serves
800-900 patients per year.

It should be apparent that a
visit to the clinic is more than just

experience for any patient
seeking knowledge. These ser-
vices would not be available
without the staff: Ms. Cynthia
Jenkins, Project Director and
Health Educator; Dr. William
Mason, Medical consultant; Dr.
Johnny Gilchrest, Gynecologist:
Ms. Cynthia Pickins, Medical
Technician; four professional in-
terviewers, Mrs. Bates, Mrs.
Ratliff, Mrs. Lowe, Ms. Thom-
pson, and the students trained as
clinical assistants to work with
the staff.

Clinic hours are Monday 4:30-
8:00 p.m. and Thursday 4:00-8:00
p-m. the follow up medical clinic
is 1:00-3:00 p.m. on Mondays and
Thursdays; supply refill hours are
5:30-7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Nursing conferences may be
made by appointment for
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and

Fridays. Appointments may be
scheduled between 9:00 a.m. and

4:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday at
681-3643 ext. 288 or 289.

The clinic does just about
everything but knock on your
door; you must make the
decision to visit MacVicar's
clinic. All you need is an appoint-
ment.

treat. Several home remedies
have been effectively used to
prevent yeast infections. They in-
clude:

-Yogurt tampons: dip a tampon
into plain Dannon yougurt once a
day and insert.

-Plain  vinegar douche: 1
tablespoon vinegar to 1 quart
water.

-Betadine Douche.

However, home remedies are
not effective when the actual
disease is present. They are
merely used as preventive
measures. Nystatin vaginal tab-
lets or creams are most often
prescribed by physicians to cure
the disease.

Most women carry Candida
albicans in their vaginas at some
time in their lives, although ac-
tive infections do not always oc-
cur. “Yet, yeast infections are a
normal part of female reproduc-
tive health problems,” com-
mented Ms. Gordon. “Some
women will carry the yeast in a
detectable amount, detectable by

their pap smears, and they will
have no symptoms at all...There
are a lot of women that have it
who don’t know they have it.”

A.U.C. Motto
“We Are Family”

ACADEMIC

RESEARCH PAPERS

10,250 on File — All Academic Subjects
Send $1.00 for your up-to-date, 306-page mail order catalog.
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“Where YOU Let Your Imagination Go”

Specializing in

For Appointment
Call (404) 344-5842
Atlanta, Ga.

eportraits
eportfolios

ecreative scenes

WM. P. Mansfield
photographer

“Come to my studio or let it come to you for any photogenic reason.”

10% OFF any package with this ad. Reasonable prices.

a visit to the dOCtOr: i[ iS learning““




Are You Under C

By Victoria McMillan

Birth control is a plausible
solution to the problem of
haphazard pregnancy. There are
several methods of birth control
today. When choosing one the in-
dividual should weigh the
benefits and the drawbacks.
(Please note that the use of
douches does not prevent
pregnancy.)

One of the newer methods of
birth control is suppositories.
Semicid and the Encare Oval are
two of the most popular brand
names. Suppositories are placed
in the vagina ten minutes prior to
intercourse. The suppository will
effervesce and cover the walls of
the vigina and the opening of the
cervix. Nonoxynon-9 is the active
ingredient in suppositories. This
spermicide is also in foams,
jellies and creams. Each sup-
pository will last for one hour and
should be replaced before each

intercourse. Although the
theorectical effectiveness is
about 98% the actual ef-

fectiveness is only about 78%.
There is no clinical proof that this
method will prevent the transfer
of VD.

Suppositories may irritate
some women and their partner, in
this case the brand of suppository
should be changed or discon-
tinued. Since this form of birth
control is fairly recent, it, like all
others, should be used with
caution. It would be beneficial if
your partner used a condom. Do
not douche until 8 hours after in-
tercourse.

Foam

Foam is usually 78% effective.
It should be introduced into the
vagina 20 minutes before in-
tercourse, if more than twenty
minutes pass before intercourse,
then another application should
be used. With each intercourse a
new application should be used.

Some women are allergic to
foams. It can be messy, irritating,
break up the continuity of the
sexual act and for those who per-
fer oral sex it has been reported
that it does not have a pleasant
taste.

Suppositories, foams, creams
and jellies can be purchased in
your local drug store.

Diaphragm

The diaphragm is 83% ef-
fective. It is used with sper
micidal jelly. One must be fitted
by a doctor, who will instruct you
on how to insert the diaphragm,
remove it and check from any
signs of wear. Your doctor may
advise against the 9 use of the
diaphragm if there is an opening
between the vagina and the rec-
tum or between the vigina and
the bladder. When used properly
the diaphragm should not be felt
by either party. Some women are
irritated by the use of the
diaphragm and should seek ad-
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vise from their doctor.

1UD
The Intrauterine Device
(IUD), is generally made of
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