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The entrance to the newly renovated Bessie Strong (inset). The renovations were paid for with funds from a grant for the
recently initiated WISDOM Center. The dormitory will house students involved in the program.

Crossing

Caution: Tour

It’s that time again.
The tours of next year’s
* Spelman hopefuls are
invading campus
Watch your step; a mob
of high schoolers is sure
to be close behind.
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Love Doctor makes AUC house call

Terricha Bradley
News Writer

The critically acclaimed
poet, author, professor and rela-
tionship expert known as the
"Love Doctor", Dr. Tyi-E
Muhammad visited Spelman
Tuesday, Feb.10 for a special
Valentine’s Day lecture about

the do’s, don’ts, lessons, and
advice about love in 2004.

The evening began with spo-
ken word about the differences
in love by students Safiya Reid,
Teresa Leggard and -Mwikali
Mwindi.

The event sponsored by the
Office of Student Activities and
PU.L.S.E (Planning Unique

Activities for a Lively Spelman
Experience) was held to give
students some advice about
how to have healthier relation-
ships, and how to date with
knowing the right things to do.

"Since relationships have
changed so much within the last

See LOVE, page 2

The renovated Bessie Strong
dorm officially reopened with
eight students, dedicated to a
new initiative, on Friday, Jan.
29.

Rev. Lisa Rhodes jumpstart-
ed the W.I.S.D.O.M. (Women in
Spiritual  Discernment  of
Minority) program to help
develop the spiritual and ethical
potential of Spelman women
and increase the national need to
nurture women of African
descent who are interested in
ordained ministry.

While the program focuses
on Bessie Strong residents, it is
promoted to all students.
Rhodes describes her goal as
part of the Spelman family as
reclaiming, reviving, and revo-
lutionizing the spiritual life at
the college.

"We are activists here. The
WISDOM Center is a space of
progressive religion. We uplift
th-e idea that all humanity has a
connection to the spirit. We aim
to use this force for the posi-
tive," said Sara Thompson, a
resident of Bessie Strong.

The WISDOM center began
with a phone call to Rhodes con-
cerning the Lily Endowment, a
philanthropic agency based in
Indianapolis.

See WISDOM, page 3

Relay for Life
kicks off at
Spelman

Astrid L Thomas
News Editor

"Everybody is involved,"
said a cancer survivor.

Spelman’s Student
Government Associations spon-
sored a cancer awareness forum
in collaboration with South
Fulton  neighborhood on
Tuesday night.

The Spelman community has
teamed up with South Fulton
neighborhood to participate in
the American Cancer Society’s
Relay For Life. This year Relay
For Life survivor activities will
kick off on Saturday, April 17 at
6:00 p.m. at the Tri-Cities High
School and will end on Sunday,
April 18.

Relay For life is an interna-
tional as well as a nationwide
event for cancer survivors and
advocates to raise money for the

See CANCER, page 3
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FDA delays OTC status of emergency contraception

Press Release was originally slated for college activist network in the access and to educate their cam-

In a final push to win non-
prescription status for emer-
gency contraception (EC), the
Feminist Majority Foundation is
urging college students--espe-
cially young women--to protest
the FDA's move to delay action
in making EC available over-
the-counter (OTC).

On December 16, 2003, the
U.S. Food and Drug
Administration's reproductive
Health Drugs Advisory and
Nonprescription Drugs Panel
voted overwhelmingly 23-4 to
recommend approval of OTC
status for the emergency contra-
ceptive Plan B.

However, buckling under
pressure from pro-life members
of Congress, the FDA
announced that it would delay
by 90 days its decision on OTC
status for Plan B. The decision

bt February 20 of this year. The

FDA claims to need more time
to evaluate the use of Plan B,
despite the recommendations of
the FDA's own expert panel that
Plan B should be approved for
over-the-counter status without
a prescription.

The scientific evidence and
health benefits to women pro-
pelling this request for OTC
emergency contraception
access are undeniable. "Access
delayed is access denied,” said
Eleanor Smeal, President of the
Feminist Majority Foundation.
"We are urging college students
to protest the FDA delay and
send an unmistakable message:
For the sake of women whose
lives and futures are at stake,
the FDA's decision on OTC sta-
tus should be based on scientif-
ic merit - not politics."

With the largest pro-choice

U.S., the Feminist Majority
Foundation is working with stu-
dents and campus health centers
to maximize access to EC on
the nation's campuses and to
mobilize student support for a
final FDA decision to allow
OTC non-prescription status for
EC.

Celebrity endorsers of this
campaign include Amy
Brenneman (creator and pro-
ducer of Judging Amy), Camryn
Manheim (The Practice) and
Lisa Gay Hamilton (The
Practice), all having recorded
special 30- and 60-second radio
public service announcements
for campus radio to increase
publicity on EC.

Campuses nationwide are
participating in the national
Back Up Your Birth Control
Day campaign on March 22 to
make a unified push for EC

puses.

EC is a method of prevent-
ing pregnancy after unprotected
sexual intercourse. When taken
within 72 hours of unprotected
intercourse, EC lower a
woman's risk of becoming preg-
nant by 75-88%. Taken within
24 hours, EC is up to 95%
effective.

Access to EC is often limited
on college campuses because
college health centers do not
offer EC or have limited hours
of operation. A nationwide sur-
vey of EC access from campus
health clinics found that only
61% provide EC or prescrip-
tions for EC, and only 16% of
those campus health centers
were open on weekends.

For more information on EC
and campus action strategies,
log onto www.feministcam-
pus.org.

News in Brief

m Bomb destroys
Baghdad hotel;
kills 27

BAGHDAD, Iraq - A car
bomb tore apart a five-story
hotel catering to foreigners in
the heart of Baghdad on
Wednesday night, killing 27
people and showing the contin-
ued vulnerability of civilians to
terror attacks just days before
the anniversary of the start of
the Iraq war.

There was no official word
on who carried out the attack
but a U.S. counterterrorism
official, speaking anaymously,
said Jordanian Islamic militant
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi is
among those suspected of play-
ing a key role.

®m Ohio sniper sus-

pect caught

LAS VEGAS - The man
wanted in a deadly string of
sniper shootings that terrorized
Ohio drivers was captured at a
motel Wednesday after a tipster
spotted him at a Las Vegas casi-
no reading a newspaper story
about himself.

Charles A. McCoy, Jr. was
arrested without incident less
than 36 hours after Ohio author-
ities released his name as a sus-
pect in the attacks.

McCoy is suspected of com-
mitting 24 shootings in the
Columbus area since last year.

® Group claims

truce with Spain

CAIRO, Egypt - The Islamic
militant group that claimed
responsibility for last week's
Madrid train bombings has
called a truce with Spain to give
the new government time to
withdraw troops from Iraq, a
London-'t’raszﬁ}d Arabic-language
newspaper said Wediresday.

The Al Hayat daily newspa-
per said it received a statement
from the Brigade of Abu Hafs
al-Masri, which earlier said it
orchestrated the bombings to
punish Spain for supporting the
U.S.-led war in Iraq. The blasts
killed 201 people.

m Kerry criticizes
Bush's Iraq policy

WASHINGTON - Democrat
John Kerry assailed President
Bush on Wednesday for cling-
ing to a failed policy that leaves
Americans mired in Iraq "with
the target squarely on their
backs" while Vice President
Dick Cheney argued that his
boss' rival lacks the judgment to
be commander in chief.

Kerry delivered a broadside
to the incumbent's strategy
toward Iraq, focusing on the
unending hostilities, alienated
allies and the loss of lives.

Cheney, speaking on the
other side of the country,
praised Bush's victories in the

war on terror and portrayed his
boss as a strong, decisive leader
— characteristics required for a
wartime president and ones, he
argued, that the Democrat
lacks.

® Eight killed in
Kosovo ethnic

violence

KOSOVSKA MITROVICA,
Serbia-Montenegro - Ethnic
Albanians traded gunfire with
Serbs on Wednesday after
blaming them for the drownings
of two boys. The clashes left
eight dead and more than 300
injured in one of the worst days
of Serb-Albanian bloodshed
since the end of the Kosovo war
in 1999,

Riots broke out in virtually
every city in the province —
and in at least four enclaves
where Serbs live — illustrating
the failure of U.N. and NATO
efforts to snuff out ethnic
hatreds and set the province on
the path of reconciliation.

® U.S. minority

groups on rise

WASHINGTON - For as
long as there has been an
America, whites have made up
a clear majority. But that will
change by 2050 when minority
groups will be 49.9 percent of
the population, the Census

Bureau says.

Asians and Hispanics will
see the most dramatic increases
between now and midcentury,
when the U.S. population will
have grown by almost 50 per-
cent to reach 420 million,
according to bureau projections
being released Thursday.

America will get older, too.
Nearly 21 percent of its resi-
dents will'be age 65 or older,
compared with 12 percent now.

m R. Kelly child
pornography
charges dropped

TAMPA - R. Kelly escaped
child pornography charges in
Florida when prosecutors
announced Wednesday they
were dropping all 12 counts
against the top-selling R&B
singer.

The decision followed a
judge's ruling last week that
detectives illegally seized pho-
tographs allegedly showing the
singer having sex with an

_underage girl, meaning they

could not be used against him.

Prosecutors decided not to
appeal the ruling by Circuit
Judge Dennis Maloney, choos-
ing instead to abandon the
charges.

The 37-year-old Kelly —
whose real name is Robert
Sylvester Kelly — still faces 14
child pomography charges in
Chicago.

LOVE, from page 1

decade, relationships are sur-
rounded by sex," said
Muhammad.

Different aspects of relation-
ship and life were discussed,
including self-love.  Topics
ranged from sexual relation-
ships to relationships with God.
According to Muhammad, peo-
ple need to give up the external

factors and baggage in order to
be equally compatible and
focused on the relationship.

"Safety in the relationship is
also an issue, because women
do not need to let strangers into
their homes and souls.
Everyone needs to identify their
purposes, or else their souls will
not be at rest,” said
Muhammad.

PULSE member Rebecca

Chattman felt that the main
point of the event was for the
education of women on rela-
tionships.

"I wanted the lecture to show
the ladies that they do not
always need men in their lives.
It was great that he talked about
working out the problems in
relationships,” said Chattman.

Muhammad stressed that
college students need to be

more patient with love and put
God first.

According to Muhammad, a
couple should value unity, their
minds, souls and their bodies.

Muhammad has appeared on
the Ricki Lake Show and is a
professor of psychology at
Clark Atlanta University, has
contributed to JET and Ebony
magazines, is a radio personali-
ty and author of two books.
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CANCER, from page 3

American Cancer Society and
for research to find a cure. This
event has at least 2 million peo-
ple participating every year and
has raised $1 billion since it
began in 1985.

The South Fulton/ Spelman
relay will consist of teams from
the Atlanta University Center
(AUC) and the surrounding
communities within South
Fulton. Each team member
must pay a registration fee of
$10 and every team must raise a
minimum of $100.

"I believe the forum was
very informative. I am glad to
see the student body get
involved with the community
for a worthy cause,” said
Allyson Belton, a sophomore
biology major.

The South Fulton/Spelman
Relay have created a theme
called "Relay Through Time:
Evolution for a Cure." Each
team will be allowed to select a
decade, from the 50s to the
present era and the team cam
display their spirit through cos-
tumes and decorations during
the relay. This year’s goal is for

the South Fulton/Spelman
Relay to have 50 or more teams
to participate and raise $50,000.

For more information about
the South Fulton/Spelman
Relay for Life event, contact a
member of Spelman’s Student
Government Association or call
1-800-ACS-2345 or look on the
website, www.cancer.org.

Relay for Life is a unique,
challenging and fun way to
raise money for the American
Cancer Society, and more
important, fo raise awareness
of cancer and cancer survivor-
ship,

For More Information on
RELAY FOR LIFE

See a member
of the Spelman SGA, or
Contact Kendra Cross
at (404) 315-1123 or email
kendra.cross@cancer.org

WISDOM, from page 1

Its objective is to ensure that
colleges and universities around
the country are nurturing stu-
dents in faith tradition, which
will ultimately influence their
vocation choice.

Rhodes began writing a pro-
posal for the WISDOM Center
in September 2001. The col-

lege received a planning grant
of $50,000 in March 2002 and
an implementation grant of $2
million in December 2002. Out
of 88 participating schools,
Spelman is one 5 historically
Black colleges and the only
majority Black female institu-
tion involved.

Rhodes believes that women
of color should be in religious
leadership positions.
According to Rhodes, women
make up 75% of the church
body, but while succeeding in
law, business, and politics, they
lack high status in ministry.

Jamila Little, a Bessie

Strong resident, is interested in
pursuing a career in business
law or investment banking. She
settles that confliction with the
notion that, "God will be able to
use me in that space just as
much as He can use me behind
the pulpit.”

Rhodes and her staff-- Melva

PHOTOS | Shelly Robinson

Newly renovated bathroom (above) and kitchen (right) in Bessie Strong.

Sampson, Renee Leonard, Inira
Ngaka, and Laurette Quaye--
are using this new space to hold
early Monday morning prayer
meetings, weekly mediation,
and create community fellow-
ship.

"Sister's Chapel has given
birth to a baby," said Rhodes.

Register online NOW by clicking on
the SHOP banner at www.cbcfinc.org

SHOP was designed by the Congressional
Black Caucus Foundation, Inc
provide seniors at Historically Black Colleges
and Universities with an opportinity 1o
explore the benefits of homeownership.
During our presentation, we wiil be speaking

{CBCH) 10

and have the oppoO
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INTERPRISES

rtunity to Win:

All-expenses-paid trip to the 2004 Nia
Enterprises Leadership Summit in
Chicago or Atlanta (includes: Air fare,
hotel, meals and summit registration)-
A $1,500 value

NiaOnline was created for and by African-American women. As a member
you'll get exclusive benefits, such as:

® Expert advice on love, beauty, hair, health, style and more

® Our take on the news that affects the lives of African-American women
® Tools for improving your career, well-being and more

® The chance to instantly share your views with other members

t0 you about credit and debt, financial fitness o ! i
and building wealth, among other things.
Wed, April 14

6:00 PM
Cosby Auditorium

Speiman College

Participate in these great programs:

’ C)ond umer

ADVISORY PANEL

Join our Consumer Advisory Panel to get FREE product
samples, give your opinions, and receive great prizes"

: husietts Avenue, MW » \Vasbiﬁstm, e o003
web www.cbctine org « Emaib sanffm@cbohncorg

SYAYR 4R

’%@/él” Refer 3 friends and receive a NiaOnline Gift Pac«. The
A |:” end Gift Pack includes a tote bag, t-shirt, and more..."

*Membership is always FREE*
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Perhaps Biggie’s murder was an omen. The chain of events that followed is an undeniable string of misfortune submerged in deat and, legal trouble. With Shyne’s unfor-
tunate incarceration, Diddy’s time in court on gun charges and Loon’s pending attempted murder charge, hip hop fans around the worid are starting to wonder...

Writer
Section

With the recent arrest and
attempted murder charge for a
Los Angeles nightclub stabbing,
Bad Boy rapper Chauncey
"Loon" Hawkins is going to be
singing ‘I need a lawyer” before
we’ll hear him singing ‘I need a
Girl” again.

The incident took place dur-
ing the NBA All Star Weekend in
the early morning hours on
Friday, February 13th outside of
The House of Blues where Lil
Jon & The Eastside Boys hosted
arelease party for their new adult
DVD series.

A security guard was stabbed
in the upper torso during confu-
sion at the front door as portygo-
ers attempted to forcibly enter
the club. Loon and two other
men were later identified as the
alleged assailants. Loon was
charged with attempted murder
and released on bail the next day.

Bad Behavior

This isn’t the first time a rap-
per from the New York based
Bad Boy Records has been faced
with some jail time. In 2000,
labeimate and rapper Jamal
“Shyne” Barrow was convicted
and sentenced to ten years in
prison for first degree assault,
reckless endangerment and gun
possession after admittedly firing
a gun during an altercation at
Club New York in New York
City in December of 1999. One
woman was severely wounded
after being shot in the face.

Shyne was cleared of the addi-
tional attempted murder charges
of three others who were wound-
ed during the shooting, which
could have led to the maximum
charge of 25 years in prison.

Sean “P. Diddy” Combs was
his co-defendant in the incident
but was cleared of gun posses-
sion and bribery charges at the
trial in March of 2000.

Three years prior to Shyne’s
run in with the law, Bad Boy
rapper Christopher “Notorious
B.LG” Wallace was murdered
outside of the Petersen
Automotive Museum in Los
Angeles on March 10, 1997. His
murder occurred six months
after that of rapper Tupac
Shakur, and many believe
B.I.G’s death was the result of a
music industry beef between the
East Coast Bad Boy Record
label and the West Coast Death
Row Record label.

More recently, the Notorious
B.1.G’s widow Faith Evans was
charged with her new husband,
Todd Russaw, for drug posses-
sion after a routine traffic stop in
January 2004. With all of their
run-ins with the law, the Bad
Boy camp is not leaving a good
impression on many of their
fans. Many view the reckless
behavior of the artists to be a
reflection of the label as a whole.

Bad Business

The early 1999 retirement of
Harlem Bad Boy rapper, Mason
‘Mase’ Betha led to a snowball
effect of many Bad Boy artists
wanting to disperse from the

label. After releasing two plat-
inum albums and starting his
own label, Mase announced that
he would be retiring from the rap
game and heading down south to
become a preacher.

After Mase’s departure, rap
trio The Lox, also signed to Bad
Boy, made it clear that they were
unhappy with Combs’ business
tactics and believed that they
were not being fully compensat-
ed for their work. After initiating
a ‘Let the Lox Go’ campaign
throughout the streets of New
York, they were eventually
released to Ruff Ryders Records
during the summer of 1999.

In the summer of 2002, yet
another Bad Boy group made an

Is Bad Boy Bad Luck?

PHOTOS | Launch

Jamal “Shyne” Barrow (left) is
currently serving a 10-year sen-
tence for assault. Sean “‘P.
Diddy” Combs (shown above
with mother Janice Combs and
attorney Johnny Cochtran) had
his own share of legal trouble.
Chauncey “Loon” Hawkins
(right) faces pending attempted
murder charges for the stabbing
of a bouncer at a Los Angeles
club during the NBA All Star

weekend.

exodus from the label. R&B
quartet, 112 signed a deal with
Island Def Jam after citing irre-
solvable differences as their rea-
son for leaving the label. The
group members claimed that
even though they wrote and pro-
duced the majority of their
songs, they didn’t receive any of
the group's publishing royalties
for the six years that they were
signed. They also stated that
Puffy put himself as an artist
over those signed to his label
and neglected to feature the
group at awards shows and for
guest appearances.

Somewhere within the Bad
Boy camp, there is a structural
breakdown concerning Diddy’s

business dealings as well as
artist’s loyalty to the label.
Without firsthand knowledge of
the tactics used with their artists,
opinions can only be based upon
the actions that the artists take
within the public realm. The
bright lights and shiny suits are
blinding fans to the reality and
negative implications that star-
dom has had on the Bad Boy
label. With their misconduct and
misuse of the limelight, there
aren’t enough overused beats
that can drown out the sounds of
discontent from its artists and
their weak record sales. If the
label doesn’t revamp it’s style
and image, there won’t be a ‘Bad
Boy for life.’

The 1st reality series set on an HBCU campus!

You know it's gonna be off the hook!

s exclusively on

startin

January

28¢th

WEDNESDI\YS @ 9pm

f

www.BET.com
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BET banned in
Bahamas: new
African American

Maya T. Prabhu
Features Writer

Black Entertainment
Television (BET) network, a
popular viewing choice among
young Bahamians, is no longer
available as part of the Basic
Program Package with Cable
Bahamas, the leading cable
company of The Islands of the
Bahamas. Many black entertain-
ment alternatives, however, are
appearing in America.

Now only available to premi-
um Cable Bahamas subscribers
as part of a bonus package or as
an individual channel on its
"Freedom TV" service, BET's
slot has now been occupied by
Boomerang, an offering of the
Cartoon Network.

The channel has been moved
to premium programming
because core of the network's
programming is its increasingly
sexually suggestive music
videos, negatively influencing
the Bahamian youth. By mov-
ing BET to premium program-
ming, adults have the control in
monitoring the network.

Members of the Bahamas
Christian Council, as well mem-
bers of a group identifying
themselves as "Members of the
Radio Cabinet" were at the fore-
front of the efforts to restrict
BET. In a letter reportedly sent
to Cable Bahamas by the
Members of the Radio Cabinet,
members stated that Bahamian
children's development was at
risk by exposure to some of
BET's programming.

An international Spelman
student from Trinidad explains
how BET on cable has affected
her country.

"In the past five to ten years
[since Trinidad has had cable]
BET has affected everything
from the music and dress of the
people to their belief system,"
she stated. "Children look at the
station and adopt the fashion the
music greatly influences them."

The international student also
says that the network's move in
the Bahamas was a positive
thing because of the affect it has
on the community as a whole.
"BET changes the culture; it
becomes more Americanized."

Clair Watson, a Bahamian
freshman at Clark Atlanta
University, agrees that there are
some negative aspects of BET,
but in the end it is completely up
to parents to control what their
children watch.

"I understand where the
Christian Council is coming
from," commented Watson, but I
don't think [Cable Bahamas]
needed to take [BET] off [of
basic cable]. I think it's up to

channels emerge

the parents to control what
[children] watch."”

Watson continued, "Parents
shouldn't have to rely on Cable
Bahamas to do their job for
them; they should have more
control over their own chil-
dren."

In light of the negativity sur-
rounding BET in the Bahamas,
many cable channels have sur-
faced as alternatives to BET in
the States. Some channels will
perpetuate the sexually sugges-
tive videos shown on BET; two
recently announced premium
cable ventures will feature
uncensored music videos.
However, there are a few chan-
nels in the works that aim to
show another side to black
entertainment.

TV One, LLC, sponsored

largely by Radio One, Inc., the

nation's largest black owned
radio company, aims to eschew
sexy hip-hop videos for more
traditional TV fare like sitcoms
and talk shows. The network
has already launched in seven
major cities.

The Real Hip-Hop Network
(RHN), a new channel devoted
to hip-hop culture, plans to give
a more real representation of
hip-hop by showing what BET
overlooks in its portrayal of the
hip-hop world and is scheduled
to launch early this year. Public
Enemy front man Chuck D,
who has long stood in opposi-
tion to the materialistic mental-
ity of most mainstream hip-hop,
will help sponsor the new hip-
hop network. RHN will give
hip-hop the exposure it
deserves and integrate hip-hop
history and activism as well as
highlight the significance of the
music.

With the emergence of new
"positive" black entertainment
channels and the restriction of
BET in the Bahamas, a black
nation, BET in no longer the
only big cable television chan-
nel aimed at black viewers.

Watson stated her observa-
tion of what might be BET's last
days, saying, "BET just might
have something to worry
about."

Opposition apparent for
gay blacks in Atlanta

Maya T. Prabhu
Features Writer

Powerful Change Ministry
Group International (PCMGI), a
religious group that helps people
of color who struggle against
homosexuality, challenges the
claim of the National Black
Justice Coalition (NBIJC) that
African Americans support
homosexual marriage.

NBIC is a coalition of black
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gendered leaders who have come
together to fight against discrim-
ination in African American
communities. Morehouse
College  graduate  Darius
Hubbard says he's not sure of his
position on the idea of homosex-
ual marriage though for many it
is a very black or white issue.

"On the one side, I think it
[homosexual marriage] i1s okay
and you can marry whoever you
want to, but the other side of me
questions the morality behind it."

A recent CBS/NY poll found
that most Americans oppose gay
marriage, with 54 percent
opposed to civil unions and 39
percent supportive.

Hubbard said he thinks that
the majority of Americans are
against homosexual marriage
because once marriage is legal-
ized it closes the door on any fur-
ther opposing dialogue.

"Marriage is like the ultimate
acceptance," said Hubbard, "and
that may be why it is hard [for
most people] to accept.”

NBJC stated that the majority
of African Americans support an

end to discrimi-
nation against
gays and les-
bians, pro-
pelling a homo-
sexual marriage
campaign.
PCMGI  said
that ending dis-
crimination and
supporting
homosexual
marriage  are
two  different
things.

The coalition
argues that there
are 1,049 bene-
fits to marriage,
including access
to military
stores, sick
leave to care for
a husband or
wife, primary
medical deci-

PHOTO | Atlanta Journal Constitution

sion rights and Trevor Pettiford, FOX 5 on-air personality, relocated to
Social Security Atlanta from Orlando in 1998. "It's so nice to see yourself

survivor bene-
fits.

NBIC also
argues that marriage 1s a civil
rights issue using quotes from
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to
support its campaign for mar-
riage equality.

In a press release from
BlackNews.com, Pastor Darryl
L. Foster, executive director of
PCMG]I, stated, "as a gospel
preacher, Dr, King knew that
homosexuality was a moral mal-
function and was in now way
equal to the civil atrocities being
heaped upon African Americans.

in other people. You get a sense that you can make it here
because you see other African-Americans who have made
it, straight or gay."

"Those who invoke his name
and legacy as a defense of this
moral mistake ought to be
ashamed for assassinating the
dream all over again,” said
Foster.

PCMGI has vowed to send
1000 letters to major black
Christian pastors and leaders
around the country urging their
public suppression of homosex-
ual marriage.

Black women'’s film festival
celebrates fourth anniversary

Chelsey Rogers
Features Writer

As the anniversary of Brown
v. Board of Education (which
tore down the precedent estab-
lished in Plessy v. Ferguson that
"separate but equal” is legal and
ruled segregation unconstitu-
tional) recently passed, it is
amazing how African
Americans have been burdened
for so many years and now are
finally beginning to make defin-
ing strides in society. They can
be seen venturing into every
possible outlet, defining them-
selves and their strengths and
even leaving a lasting impact on
whichever  industry  they
encounter. Ms. Adrienne
Anderson is one such woman
that has taken it upon herself to
overcome the racial bias in the
film industry and has done just
that with the creation of the
International Black Women’s
Film Festival.

The International Black
Women’s Film Festival is

approaching its third year and
after much deliberation, it has
chosen a location as lively and
diverse as many of its films,
San Francisco. The Festival,
created and directed by Ms.
Adrienne  Anderson, has
inspired many and has even
helped several women in
launching their careers, includ-
ing, but not limited to Brazilian
filmmaker Dandara, Canadian
filmmaker Sylvia Hamilton,
and Kimberly Holt of the
United States. Submissions
from these countries as well as
the United Kingdom, Cuba and
Brazil will be presented during
the festival.

Ms. Anderson developed the
idea of the film festival in 2001,
hoping to offer an opportunity
to show innovative films
describing the numerous expe-
riences undergone by African
American women. Her idea
came from her disgust and dis-
appointment with the roles that
many African American women
had played in film and she

decided to take it upon herself
to better the societal roles of
women in film and she has done
just that with help from Mr.
George Lucas of Lucasfilm,
Ltd. Ms. Anderson’s goal of
increasing the audience of black
women filmmakers and allow-
ing that audience to look into
the world of black women has
been made possible through Mr.
Lucas’s sponsorship of the film
festival.

The festival will take place
in San Francisco’s South-of-
Market district and the opening
screening will run the last
Saturday of this month. The
opening film is Black Orpheus,
a classical musical, and When
Spirits Dance the Mambo, a
documentary on the mambo by
Dr. Marta Moreno Vega. As
well, the festival will feature
live performances by Bogo
Quartet and the women’s
marimba ensemble of The
Dmitra Smith Trio.
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The public, the press and the powers that be have all but giftwrapped the Democratic nomination

for Senator John Kerry of Massachsetts. “Super Tuesday” primaries only served to solidify.
Kerry’s hold on the race for the presidency. The Spotlight takes a closer look at the candidate-to-
be and puts both he and incumbant Republican George W. Bush under the microscope.
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Aptly named ‘Super Tuesday’, March 2nd became the most
recent of a string of victories for Democratic hopeful Senator
John Kerry.

With the passing of the March 2nd Georgia State Presidential
Primary, Kerry’s dominance continued. Since the primaries held
on that date, two Democratic contenders, Rev. Al Sharpton and
John Edwards, have dropped the race. Despite the rise in
turnout for this year’s primary, several Georgia voters had a lot
to complain about as they left the polis.

According to the Georgia State Election Division, the Georgia
primary is an ‘open primary’ where Georgia voters do not have
to register by political party, therefore allowing voters to vote
across party lines.

While open primaries have their benefits, the open primary
system also means that you must distinguish yourself as a sup-
porter for one party or another, and your party affiliation deter-
mines your ballot content.

Several Georgia voters went to polls unaware of the need to
identify themselves as Democrats in order to vote in the
Democratic primary and got one of two remaining ballots that
did not list the four Democratic hopefuls. While all Georgians
were able to vote on the non-binding flag referendum, several
found themselves unable to choose a presidential candidate,

[C] Completed Primaries
[C] caveuses

J Future Primaries

Dennis Kucinich, Al Sharpton, and
Joseph Liberman failed to secure
majorities in any of the completed pri-

and went unaware of the problem until it was too late.

Moderate candidates like North Carolina’s John Edwards
probably hoped that the open primaries held on Super Tuesday
would help to reclaim some ground in the Democratic nomina-
tion process. Because moderates like Edwards appeal to mem-
bers of both the Democratic and Republican parties, many pre-
dicted he would do well in Georgia, given his ‘middle of the
road’ stance his southern roots.

Along with Georgia, the Minnesota Caucus, California,
Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Rhode
Island, and Vermont held their respective primaries on March
2nd.

The Democratic National Convention will take place July 25th
through July 29th, 2004 in Boston. The delegates that will
attend are determined by the states’ electoral votes and the
strength of support for democratic presidential candidates in the
last three general elections.

There are 4,321 total delegates in 2004. To win the presiden-
tial bid, Kerry must secure a majority of the votes at the
Convention, at least 2,161 votes.

Once the presidential candidate is chosen, he (along with his
chosen vice president) will have four months to campaign
before the November 2nd national election.
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SENATOR JOHN KERRY

As the frontrunner in the majority of Presidential primaries and caucuses so
far, Senator John Kerry has been successful as one of the more liberal candi-
dates. After receiving his bachelors from Yale University, Kerry enlisted in the
Navy and served in Vietnam where he received a silver star, bronze star and
three purple hearts. He then received his law degree from Boston College, and
served as an Assistant District Attorney and Massachusetts Lieutenant
Governor before moving onto the Senate in 1984 where he served for four
terms.

i~

WHERE KERRY STANDS ON...

*The Domestic and International AIDS Crisis: Kerry is the author of the most comprehensive HIV/AIDS bill ever to
pass the Senate. Kerry believes that HIV/AIDS is the great public health and humanitarian crisis of our times —~ and a fun-
damental security issue. He believes that fighting AIDS — and tuberculosis (TB) and malaria, the other two most deadly
global infectious diseases — must be at the forefront of America’s foreign policy and national security agendas.

* Education: In terms of improving education, Kerry calls George W. Bush “the photo-op President” who “stands next to
children and teachers for a picture, but...doesn’t stand with them when it comes to improving our public schools.” Kerry
proposes a new ‘Education Trust Fund’ that means fully funding education, no questions asked.

* Women’s Issues: As a prosecutor in Boston, Kerry established one of the country’s first offices to assist rape victims.
As a senator, he supports a woman’s right to choose. He also cosponsored and helped pass the Violence Against Women
Act.

e Civil Rights: Kerry believes that “justice belongs to everyone regardless of race or gender or sexual orientation,” and
recognizes that historical strides toward equality are not enough. Kerry has supported every major piece of Civil Rights leg-
islation to come before Congress since 1985, including the Civil Rights Act of 1991, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987,
and the Americans with Disabilities Act. He also voted for the Equal Rights Amendment, and supports the Employment
Nondiscrimination Act.

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH

Republican George W. Bush, son of former President George H.W. Bush, cur-
rently serves as the 43rd President of the United States. Bush received a
bachelors degree from Yale University. Bush served as an F-102 fighter pilot
in the Texas Air National Guard and later received his Master of Business
Administration from Harvard Business School. Before serving as president,
Bush established a career in energy, worked successfully on his father’s bid for
the presidency, and became one of the owning partners of the Texas Rangers
baseball franchise. He was the first governor in Texas history to be elected to
two consecutive four-year terms.

WHERE BUSH STANDS ON...

s Affirmative Action: Bush the Son went on record during the University of Michigan Supreme Court case saying that
Michigan’s quota system were, at their core, “a quota system that unfairly rewards or penalizes perspective students,
based solely on their race.” His administration filed a brief with the court arguing that the University of Michigan's admis-
sions policies were unconstitutional. Bush is the son and grandson of Yale alumni; he was accepted to the institution with
a 1206 on the SAT.

e Same Sex Marriage: Citing the Defense of Mariage Act as precedent, President Bush wants to continue to define mar-
riage in terms of a relationship between a man and a woman. “My administration will vigorously defend [the Defense of
Marriage Act] of Congress.” Bush proposes a constitutional amendment to enforce the act and strike state rulings in sup-
port of same sex marriages.

e Education Reform: President Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act creating exacting standards for primary and
secondary educators and their students. The act has been said to subject students to unneccessary standardized testing,
historically known to be culturally biased against students of color, and programs created to enforce the act have been
underfunded in all fifty states.
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Becoming apart of the Spelman solution

Erika Parrish
Executive Production Editor

If you aren't apart of the solu-
tion, then you are apart of the
problem.

That hackneyed saying had
been hurled at me so many times
in my short life that it hardly
meant anything anymore, until 1
decided to join the Spotlight
staff.

As a sophomore, 1 was upset
at the quality of our student
newspaper. 1 witnessed mass
movements and a general gravi-
tation of the Spelman student
body toward Geoffry Bennett's
journalistic work at Morehouse,
and I found myself appalled that
Spelman students did not hold
their publication to such a high
standard.

Having a background in
graphic design (but absolutely
no experience in newspaper or
magazine layout, mind you) 1
decided to make it my mission
to give 100% into making our
paper look, at the very least,
comparable to the Maroon
Tiger.

During my long hours locked
away in the Spotlight office, 1
have lots of time to reflect on
my junior year as the chief
Layout Editor ("chief” meaning
"only") and my promotion this
year to Executive Production
Editor. Given all the ups and
downs, [ am pleased with my
decision to have been apart of
the Spotlight's solution.

Did I perfect the staft writ-
ing? No, but I do what [ can to
correct the mistakes [ catch. Is
my revamped layout flawless?
Probably not, but I know that
my contribution to the aesthetics
of the paper did not go unno-
ticed, and I don't believe that I'm
bragging when [ say my changes
brought the paper a long way.
Have 1 completely eliminated
the Spelman preference for the
Maroon Tiger? Not by a long
shot, but I haven't printed any
half-naked women on our cover
in honor of breast cancer aware-
ness, either.

So I bring to my Spelman sis-
ters the challenge to follow my
example. I challenge--I double
dare you--to stop complaining
and do something.

You might think food in the
cafeteria is horrible. It used to
be a lot worse, but Spelman

graduate  Candice  "Dice"
Williams decided that her
money should pay for better.

She raised a lot of com-
plaints and started a campus
wide movement to improve the
cafeteria, and we returned the
following fall to a newly reno-
vated Alma Upshaw and a
wider variety of choices. The
best part of the story? Dice did
all this during her senior year,
proving that it wasn't just for
her; it was for the betterment of
her Spelman sisters' experience.

Apathy is a disease that
afflicts all of us in some way,
but sadly, Spelman women have
it the worst. It sometimes seems
that we like nothing more than
to live in sub-par dormitories,
read a sub-par student newspa-
per and have a sub-par college
experience so we can spend day
after day complaining about our
lives as Spelman women.

The most active of us take
our talents to Morehouse. The
reigning Ms. Maroon and White
is easily remembered as one of
the most pro-woman feminist
minds of my freshman class;
her talents, however, have all
been channeled across the
street. (I respect her deeply, as |
do all my Spelman sisters, but
this is an editorial.) While the
most talented and active of us
do all we can to improve the
Morehouse experience, the rest
of us remain content to be dis-
content.

I will not continue to play
victim. For example, we
should've been raising Cain
about the renovations in
Packard. Yes, the Registrar's
office is integral to the survival
of our campus, but when was
the last time any of them had to
sleep here? We live on this cam-
pus, and we should be demand-
ing better facilities for students,
the twenty-four hour residents,
instead of accepting renova-
tions for staff who, according to
a survey of students, foster
"unhelpful” and generally nega-
tive relationships with Spelman
women.

I recognize that all improve-
ments take time, and Packard
was indeed the oldest dormitory
on campus, but such extensive
renovations should be put
towards students' convenience,
not staff. Seventy-six girls had
the displeasure of living in that

asbestos factory that doubled as
an oven or freezer (depending
on the season) three years ago;
seventy-six more girls should
be reaping the rewards of those
renovations.

If you don't know where on
the renovation list your dormi-
tory falls (if it even appears),
find out. If it's not on Spelman's
to-do list, you should be doing
all you can to make sure it gets
there before you graduate. It's
time that we demanded as much
of our institution as it demands
of us.

Let me put it in terms that
everyone can understand and no
one can dispute. Assume that
tuition and fees stay the same
for the next four years (which is
unlikely; CAU's tuition will be
raised 5% next year, and ours
has been on a steady increase
since my entry in 2000). By the

time they graduate, the Class of
2007 will have paid a total of
$108,404 for a Spelman educa-
tion.

If you paid that much for a
new house, you wouldn't settle
for leaky ceilings and a falter-
ing foundation. If you spent that
much on a new car, you'd return
it if it had a faulty transmission
or busted radiator. You would
demand your money's worth in
both of those scenarios; it's time
to do the same in Spelman's
case.

Once upon a time, white
folks decided that educating
blacks was wrong, and educat-
ing women was a waste. Two
women decided they were
wrong on both counts. As a
result, Black women from all
walks of life have a place to call
theirs and theirs alone, a place
to pursue higher education and

greater empowerment on their
terms.

Our founders could've mar-
ried rich and settled down; they
instead decided to do something
that probably seemed to them
only a small step toward the
betterment of the lives of Black
women. Their contribution,
however, created an-institution
that would mold Black women
for generations to come.

Demanding air in Howard-
Harreld or redesigning your
school paper may not seem like
a big step to you now, but even
a tiny step in the right direction
is better than standing still.

(PS: Not everyone will agree
with me, and that's okay. In the
spirit of disagreement, I invite
all of you to respond; at least
then we’ll know you really are
reading the paper we work so
hard to produce for you.)

Miss education:

Our first spring break
away from campus!

No classes...
no homework...
and best of all,
NO AUC people!

the comedy of the spelman experience

Erika Parrish '04

notable QUOTABLES ...

Chris Rock on the state of the world

You know the world is going crazy when the best rapper is a white guy, the best golfer is a black guy, the
tallest guy in the NBA is Chinese, the Swiss hold the America's Cup, France is accusing the U.S. of arro-
gance, Germany doesn't want to go to war, and the three most powerful men in America are named,

"Bush,"” "Dick," and "Colon." Need | say more?
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a tribute to the overworked, underpaid
spelman spotlight staffers

I 1. We don’t even have a printer. |. You do realize
that the “underpaid” means not paid, right? 2.
Insert your two cents here so you'll feel included.

3. Can | get some credit hours? Hell, even Glee Club

gets one. 4. Fax machine: property of Ms.
Davenport? 5. And the laptop, too? 6. If you
worked here, would you donate the printer? 7. If
you did, would you feel obligated to include every-

one’s opinions here? 8. Are we a little angry? 9.

Did this get your attention? (and we didn’t use a sin-
gle Greek symbol...) 10. Will ten minutes in this

office make you wish you went to Morehouse? 12.
Did you know that not even English majors at this

school can write 500 coherent words?  13.

Sidenote: Was this the first thing you read when you

picked up this issue? 4. Can we get a little credit

for continuing to indulge the Questions? 15. Did
you notice they disappeared from the Tiger? 16.

Did you even care? 17. Proof that boys are smarter
than girls?  18. So now you can complain that we
can’t count either, huh? 19. So Spelmanites can’t
operate cameras?  20. Write about sports? When

was the last time you were in Read Hall?  21. Did
you know we only did TWO Greek stories all year,

and one was about children’s books? 22. None of

these questions were about you...do you feel out of
the loop again?

kes me wanna

LLER

Most of us found somewhere to post up and
watch the NFL Super Bowl a few Sundays ago,
right? Some of us watched because we generally
enjoy the sport; most of us watched because we're
social butterflies and wanted to be where the party
was and not enough of us because we’re actually
genuine football fans. Needless to say, enough of
us were present and in front of a TV at some point.
I personally used the halftime show as an opportu-
nity to rush to the bathroom and grab some more
snacks before I missed any of the game, but | did
make it back in enough time to catch the end of
Janet Jackson and Justin Timberlake’s perform-
ance. The majority of pcople who watched barely
paid the halftime show any mind because we see
the same scantly clad women gyrating up against
superstars everyday on BET and MTYV, but enough
of us did catch the violent ripping off of Janet
Jackson’s bustier at the conclusion of the song.

~ Everyone’s initial reaction was one of shock and

surprise, but no one really could say for sure what

- happened. When her boobie flew out and bobbed

around for a little bit, I thought it was an unplanncd
accident and it wasn’t until the next day that I real-
ized that it had become a national incident. Call in
the National Guard, Janet Jackson has once again
pushed the limits with her sexuality! I mean she is

just one black
woman's opinion

Nailah Timberlake

“Miss Jackson it your nasty,” but what’s problem-
atic for me is the way in which she has been por-
trayed within the media spotlight since the inci-
dent. Both she and Timberlake apologized for the
incident, both stating that it was an unplanned
‘wardrobe malfunction,” (what?) but yct it scems
that only Jackson is paying the price for their mis-
take. Both Jackson and Timberlake planned to
attend the Grammy's, yct only Jackson’s invitation
as a presenter was withdrawn. She has been
dropped from the lead role in Lena Horne’s biog-
raphical movie while Justin continues to play vic-
tim to her hyper scx drive. Every television news
channel has played the scene over and over again,
accompanied with Timberlake backing away from
the situation, *‘shocked and appalled” by what hap-
pened. Every time [ see the scene, I can help but
think of the slave auction block where black slave
women’s clothing was ripped off to display their
bodies for everyone to see. This obsession with our
nakedness and the violence in which we are (and
continue to be) exposed is being taken too lightly
as just another joke in which the woman is the only
offender. I’m not excusing Janet for having been
apart of this act, but the ridicule that she’s faced is
far beyond that of her accomplice, and that’s just
something that makes me wanna holler!

“Makes Me Wanna Holler” will become a permanent installment of the Spelman Spotlight, and
we invite your submissions. To confribute to this column, email your 450-500 word piece to
sspotlight2002@yahoo.com. We reserve the right to edit all-submissions. All submissions
become the property of the Spelman Spotlight.

- -
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CRAZY?
Want to try something

DARING?

Are you independent enough to go
AGAINST THE GRAIN?

Then we invite you to find your home
with the rest of the Spotlight staffers.

There are no perks. There is no salary.
We can’t guarantee our staff members
popularity, collegiate success,
or a spot on Alpha-Delta-Zeta's next line.
But if you're dedicated to the job, we can promise you
a place where your journalistic, photographic
and layout talents, and faults therein,
will be valued, appreciated, and put on display
for the entire Spelman community
(and a few Morehouse guys who are in touch with their sensitive side...)

Feel up to the challenge? Join us!

Mondays - 4:30 pm - Lower Manley, 104
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my boyfriend and i dec;ded to try somethmg new %fdemded to have sex w1thont any..}pnag o
long after that night, we broke up, so I decxded-to nﬁet other people. oY ;
Within a month, T met up with another gu He was very intelligent and charmmg s%'rl was mstantly
drawn to him. Before I knew it, 1 demded to go to ‘his place alone one mght We ended up having sex
without using a condom. Nothmg happened to me the first time I had S€X w1thQut a ondom sol thought
nothing would happen with this new guy either. : A E\ﬁ%’s Rae

About six months after I had sex with the last guy, I went to get a Pép smear. The doctor told me I
had genital warts on my cervix. I was shocked because I had absolutely no idea. I had no symptoms, 50
I couldn’t believe what the doctor told me. With some more tests, the doctor then concluded that I had
HPV. She told nie everyone has HPV naturally in their bodies. Most people aren’t even aware that they
have it.

I began to wonder who gave me the HPV, but there was really no way of telling. I could have con-
tracted it from either one of the guys I had unprotected sex with, or I could have gotten it from some-
thing as simple as sitting on a toilet, which is rare. HPV is very easy to contract. The doctor told me I
could still get it even if I chose to wear a condom.

Of course, 1 had to tell my mother, who was also very shocked and disappointed with me. The one
thing that did come out of all this was that my mother opened up to me and told me that she had also
contracted HPV when she was in college. I asked her how she got rid of it and she told me it went away
on its own after about a year. My mother even told me that her doctor warned her that HPV can be genet-
ic, so it could be passed on to her children. Therefore, it was a possibility that my mother gave me the
HPV. : ;

1 continued to go to the doctor for more Pap smears. Each time I went, they detected less presence of
HPV. I am happy to say that I no longer have HPV. Apparently the strand of it that I got is able to go
away by itself after sometime. Even though I no longer have HPV, 1 have gone~back to my cautious
ways. I have vowed to myself not to have unprotected sex until I get married. From now on, it’s safe sex
or no sex. I still realize that even that can cause me to contract HPV agam so the best thing to do is be
abstinent untif 1 ﬁnd the r-Lg person

HPV stands for human papilloma virus. It is estimated that over 100 millioh people have HPV. There are more

. Not

than 100 different types of HPV. Some HPV produces warts on the feet, hands, and genital area. Currently, there

are about 30 types of HPV that affect areas such as the vulva, vagina, cervix, anus, rectum, penis and scrotum. -

Some types of HPV cause changes in cells, which increases risks for cancer. Some women develop cervical
cancer as a result of HPV. Other types of HPV either cause genital warts or have no real harmful effects. HPV is
spread through anal, oral and vaginal sex. In rare cases, HPV can also spread non-sexually.

In order to avoid getting HPV, using condoms can help although they are not a sure way to protect agamst it.
The only sure way to protect against HPV is through abstmence Getting Pap tests regu|ar1y can also help the
detection of early signs of HPV.

Most HPV infections go away by themselves within six months. Most women develop an immunity agamst var-
jous types of HPV. If it does not go away by itself, a person must continue to get Pap tests regularly in order to
make sure that the cells do not get CanCerous. Source for HPV facts: www.msnbe.com

Did You

: blueStar
Bivestarar.com

Brain enzyme may
regulate weight

Alex Dominguez
Associated Press

Scientists say an enzyme in
the brain that monitors energy in
cells also appears to regulate
appetite and weight, a discovery
that could lead to new treat-
ments for obesity.

The enzyme is known as
AMP-activated protein kinase,
or AMPK. Its activity is regulat-
ed by the hormone leptin, which
previously was linked to
appetite suppression.

Harvard researchers found in
experiments with mice that
when AMPK was inhibited, the
animals ate less and lost weight.
When AMPK levels were boost-
ed, the mice ate more and
gained weight.

Barbara B. Kahn, the lead
author of the study, said the
work identifies a new leptin sig-
naling pathway and a promising
new target in humans.

"It will affect drug develop-
ment and approaches for new
preventions and treatments,"
Kahn said.

The study appears
Wednesday in an online version
of the journal Nature.

Dr. David Cummings, a
University of Washington obesi-
ty researcher who was not
involved in the work, said the
findings complement recent
work in Britain in which the
hormone ghrelin, an appetite-

More than 50% of Israeli Jews
are Indigenous to the Middle East and Africa

stimulating hormone, also was
found to affect AMPK levels.

Almost a third of American
adults are obese, up from 14
percent a generation ago,
according to government data.
Only a few prescription weight-
control drugs are on the market,
and they produce only modest
weight loss, either by using sup-
pressing appetite or by prevent-
ing the body from digesting and
absorbing fats.

Cummings said studies show
that hormone replacement ther-
apy won't be a simple cure for
the nation's obesity woes.
Studies on using leptin to con-
trol weight found that obese
people had lost sensitivity to the
hormone, Cummings said.

Some researchers believe
AMP-kinase might be more
effective in weight control than
leptin because its works more
directly on appetite signaling at
the end of the biochemical path-
way in the brain. Clinical trials
on human patients will take
years to complete, researchers
said.
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Black smokers more prone
to lung disease than whites

Danielle Wright
Health Editor

Recent research at Temple
University found that Blacks
who smoke contract chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) faster than whites. On
average, the black smokers with
COPD started smoking later in
life than the white smokers, yet
developed the disease at a
younger age.

COPD diminishes the elas-
ticity of the lungs (causing a
hardened lung) until they can
no longer deflate which causes
the victim to breath deeper for
fresh air. The disease is incur-
able but the only way to levitate
suffering is by a lung transplant
or lung-reduction surgery.

Dr. Norman H. Edelman, a
consultant for the American
Lung Association, stated "that
cigarettes seem to have a
greater deleterious (harmful)
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RELAY
' FOR LIFE

www.careers.state.gov

Every day, U.S. Department of State Foreign
Service Officers represent and promote America
to the world. it's a career that places them at
the forefront of world affairs -— implermenting
foreign policy, protecting U.S. citizens,
nurturing  trade and cross-cuftural
understanding. Our 265 overseas embassies
and consulates require America’s most
talented professionals, charged with the mission
of representing America the world over. Yes, it's a

effect on blacks.” Researchers
are not sure of the racial differ-
ences that potentially come into
play with the effects of cigarette
smoking.

However, they are going to
research a larger group of
COPD patients to determine the
reasons for racial differences.

In the last couple of years,
Blacks have taken first place
with diseases and illnesses.
With another disease added to
the list alongside prostate can-
cer, colon cancer, heart disease
and breast cancer Black
America really needs to take a
step back and reflect on health.

A lot can be prevenied, such
as COPD, by not smoking.
College students in particular
should take note that that every-
thing they do has a result soon-
er or later. To find out more
about COPD and Blacks, check
out http://www.temple.edu/pul-
monary or http://lungusa.org.

RELAY FOR LIFE is a fun-filled overnight activity
that mobilizes communities acrgss the country
to celebrate survivorship, remember those
who lost their lives to cancer, and raise money
for the fight against cancer. 3

RELAY FOR LIFE

begis April 17 at 7 pm
REGISTER YOUR TEAM TODAY!

For More Information, or to register a team
Contact a membet of the Spelman SGA,
call Kendra Cross at ¢(404) 315-1123
ar email kendra.cross@cancer.org

citizenship required.
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Equasi Opportundy Emgployer

Estimated Number of Diagnoses of HIV/AIDS in the US
by Race & Sex, 1999-2002

Other 1%

Hispanics 13%

Other 1%

Men = 72,323

Hispanics 9%

Women = 30,264

SOURCE: Center for Disease Control

HIV epidemic grows at NC colleges

The Associated Press

Researchers are alarmed by a
recent HIV outbreak among col-
lege students in North Carolina
in which 53 male students -
most of them black - have con-
tracted the virus.

For the first time in two
decades of HIV research, the
figures identify college campus-
es as high-transmission areas for
HIV, according to University of
North Carolina-Chapel Hill and
state researchers.

"This is the first indication
that there may be a resurgence
of HIV happening in a vulnera-
ble population, in this case
young black men in the South,"
said Christopher Pilcher, assis-
tant professor at the UNC-
Chapel Hill medical school and
co-author of the report.

Researchers made the dis-

Critical contributions to critical

covery after evaluating the
results of new HIV tests that
detect the infection within
about two weeks after it occurs,
rather than about three months
as with traditional tests. County
health departments and private
clinics began to administer the
new test in November.

Over three months, the new
test found that five people in the
local area were HIV-infected -
two of whom were black male
college students. The report's
authors declined to identify the
school these students attended.

The authors then looked at
confirmed HIV cases in
Durham, Orange and Wake
counties from January 2001 to
February 2003. They discov-
ered that 146 men and 88§
women contracted HIV during
this period. Among the men, 25
were students at public, private
or community colleges, and 88

summer internship

can take you.

Apply to the ATLAS Scholars Program.

percent of those were black
men who had sex with other
men.

Researchers examined data
from Guilford, Forsyth,
Mecklenburg and Pitt counties,
home of other large urban areas
and places where some HIV
patients reported having sex.
Another 28 HIV cases were
found among college students
during that span of almost two
years, and a disproportionate
number of the infected students
attend some of the state's histor-
ically black colleges and uni-
versities.

"We're really, really con-
cerned because it's potentially
just the tip of the iceberg," said
Peter Leone, associate profes-
sor at UNC-Chapel Hill and
medical director of the HIV
prevention branch of the N.C.
Department of Health and
Human Services.

career with enormous responsibilities, and that's
why we look for America's most promising
individuals ~ smart, adventurous, adaptable
Americans just like you. See if you have what

it takes. Register for the next Foreign Service
Wiritten Exam to be held on April 24, 2004. To
register for the exam and to get more
information on careers in the Foreign Service,
visit us at www.careers.state.gov. U.S.

challenges. Making extraordinary
discoveries is what we do at APL
in more than 200 programs of
national importance, from defense
systems engineering to space science
and biomedicine. If you have

a distinguished academic record
at a Historically Black College/
University or Minority Institution,
your talents could be our next
discovery through the APL
Technology Leadership Scholars
(ATLAS) program.

ATLAS offers outstanding, moti-
vated students majoring in electrical
engineering or computer science

the opportunity to contribute to
independent, interdisciplinary work
between their junior and senior
years, in a 12-week program of
intensive research, professional
growth and leadership development.
As an ATLAS scholar, you’ll partner

with a recognized APL expert on a
current project to explore techniques
and demonstrate your technical pro-
ficiency. You’ll also participate in
professional development seminars,
leadership workshops, field trips
and dialogue sessions.

If you're selected into this competi-
tive program, you could heip us
solve complex science and engineer-
ing challenges in a stimulating,
campus-like setting in the Maryland
countryside. Plus you'll receive

a full-time summer intern salary,
including round-trip travel expenses.

L.earn more about the application
process online at www.jhuapl.edu.
Or, for more information about
ATLAS, visit: www.jhuapl.edu/
HBCU/atlas.htm

US citizenship is required. An Equal
Opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V.
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a statistical examination of
the world we live in

by the NUMBERS
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Dollars made in Passion of the Christ's

76 m i I I io n opening weekend.

Estimated world popula-
tion at time of this issue’s
publication.

Percent of South Carolina’s male prison
population that is African American.

South Africans that are HIV positive.

400 00 President George W. Bush's annual
| , salary in American dollars.

Percent of a man’s salary a woman could
expect 1o make twenty years ago.

African Americans who were
victims of homicide in 1999.

Years that the average African American female will out-
live the average African American male.




