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Creative Living
In an Age of Tensions

The Commencement Address

By The Rev. Benjamin J. Anderson, Pastor

The Witherspoon St. Presbyterian Church
Princeton, New Jersey

My theme for this commencement
occasion is “Creative Living in an
Age of Tensions.” Not an age of
tension—yet we do live in an age of
much tension also, but that is an¬

other problem, though related. By
tension I mean the personal emo¬
tional reaction to events or relation¬

ships that is characterized by anx¬
iousness, bewilderment, frustration.
It is largely an emotional problem
that must be dealt with by physical,
psychological, and spiritual means.
Thousands upon thousands of peo¬
ple live under more tension today
than ever before and creative living
plus an unswerving belief in the
sovereign power of a Living God
who is ever creating, seems to me to
be the one answer that can change
this age of tensions into an age of
faith. What a difference it makes
in this matter of our fear and anx¬

iety to believe in the good purpose

of God; to believe with the Old
Testament that whatsoever weapon
is forged against God shall not suc¬
ceed; to believe that history, with all
its recurring wars and rumors of
wars, is not a tale told by an idiot.
I take my stand that it does mean
something and it means well, so that
we can say with Whittier,

“In the maddening maze of things,
When tossed by storm and flood

To one fixed point my spirit clings,
I know that God is good.”

But when I use the word in the

plural, tensions, I am referring
to something quite different. I mean,
not an emotional quality in individ¬
uals which they must recognize and
seek to overcome, but a paradox, a
contradiction, at the heart of life
itself. I mean only that the mode of
thinking which is ever aware of the
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necessity to remember opposite val¬
ues and realities, is specifically
characteristic of our day. And
everyone who thinks at all is
more or less acutely conscious of
this. Part of the confusion of the

mythical “average man” today is
that he knows we must keep two
very dissimilar values in our minds
in some kind of equilibrium, if we
are to think at all, or come to mature
conclusions.

Well-balanced people have always
been people who were aware of
“both sides of the question,” as we
often say, and instead of being frus¬
trated or baffled by the paradoxes
and opposites of life, they find, rath¬
er, a kind of exhilarating adventure
in seeing them and attempting to
give weight and value to them all.
Because there are so many in our
time who are not mature and well-

balanced, in this sense only, I pro¬
pose discussing some of the tensions
that exist, and must always exist, in
our human life. They find their
highest reconciliation and synthesis,
not alone in solid human thought
and wisdom, but also in the learning
procedures, applications, and crea¬
tive ideas inherent in a sound liberal
arts education that is nourished by
an abiding faith in a living personal
God.

Of course ours is not the first

age of tensions the world has seen,
nor will it be the last. These ten¬

sions are a part of life. They have
been noticed and talked about

many times before, and they will

be noticed and talked about many
times again. Go back to the year
2800 B. C. An old Assyrian clay
tablet has been found upon which
is written, according to the schol¬
ars, these pessimistic lines: “Our
earth is degenerate. There are
signs that the world is speedily
coming to an end. Bribery and cor¬
ruption are common. Children no
longer obey their parents. Every
man wants to write a book. The
end of the world is evidently ap¬
proaching.” That’s the way people
were talking—not in Atlanta, or
Washington, or London, in 1957
but in the year 2800 B. C., nearly
5000 years ago. Start at any point
in history that you will, take the
age of revolutions or back of that
the barbarian invasions; or the Ro¬
man Republic, especially its last two
centuries, when the soil of Italy was
soggy with human blood. The phil¬
osopher Seneca wrote to a friend
(Ep. 97): “You are mistaken, my
dear Lucilius, if you think our age
to be especially guilty of the vice,
luxury, neglect of good morals, and
all the other charges men bring
against their own times. These are
the defects of mankind, not of the
times.”

But it is to this world, this age,
even to these students here that our

concern is addressed, and particu¬
larly to the liberal arts education
that you have received and will teach
and champion. Can it be made to
apply more perfectly and creatively
to living in this age of tensions?
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Alfred North Whitehead asserts in
his book, The Aim of Education,
and other essays that the end re¬
sult of education is the attainment
of culture. He defines culture as

“activity of thought and receptive¬
ness to beauty and humane feeling.
Scraps of information have nothing
to do with it. A merely well-in¬
formed man is the most useless bore
on God’s earth.” I am of the mind
that Whitehead would be literally
“tongue-tied” if he were asked to
describe his reaction to our current

mania for the “one-category expon¬
ent of knowledge” of $64,000 fame.
One mother said recently that she
thought it was a waste of time to
subject her daughter to the penalties
of a formal education. She said, “I
am going to play it smart and edu¬
cate her on the category of baseball
and by the time she is sixteen and
has made the rounds of all the give¬
away shows on TV and radio, she
can retire and live in high style on
her pay-offs. Or better still, listen to
this recent Help Wanted Ad which
appeared recently in the New York
Times: “Girls with doctorates. Fab¬

ulous Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas
staging lavish productions built
around 16 girls with doctorates from
accredited universities. Not to be

confused with chorus girls. These
productions all in excellent taste.
Built around girls to be known as
the Hi Phi Betas. Slight dancing
ability necessary and good looks too.
Already have 2 Ph.D.’s, 1 Dr. of
Anthropology, 1 Dr. of Physics and

2 Dr.’s of Home Economics. Girls
with only Master’s Degrees not ac¬
ceptable.” A liberal arts education
should aim at producing men and
women who possess both culture
and expert knowledge in some spe¬
cial direction. Their expert knowl¬
edge will give them the ground to
start from, and their culture should
lead them as deep as theology and
philosophy and as high as art and
music. The valuable intellectual

development is self-development.
Whitehead reminds us that in the

history of education “a most striking
phenomenon is that schools of learn¬
ing, which at one epoch were alive
with a ferment of genius, in a suc¬
ceeding generation exhibit merely
pedantry and routine.” He attrib¬
utes this intellectual stagnation to
being overladen with inert ideas.
With strong feeling he states that
education “with inert ideas is not

only useless; it is above all things,
harmful.” Every intellectual revolu¬
tion which has ever stirred humanity
to greatness has been a passionate
protest against inert ideas.

Dr. John Hope Franklin, in the
74th Founders Day Address at Spel-
man, voiced the hope that “through
the years this institution has been
sensitive to the significant role that
it can and must play in the affairs of
men. Such devotion to creative
ideas would involve a periodic exam¬
ination of its program and some
substantial modification, perhaps, to
keep it abreast of the changes.
“Somehow,” he said, “and in spite
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of the limitations of curriculum, this
and every institution of higher edu¬
cation must gear the program of
learning to the task of living. And
this is as important today as it ever
was.” I share with Dr. Franklin the

strong belief that the effectiveness of
such a program can be measured by
the success of its students in coping
with the problems they face. “Prob¬
lems are solved by people. The
world will be made better or worse

by people. If the South is to be
made better, if the Supreme Court
decision against segregated schools
is to be effectively implemented, if
the revolutions of our times are to

be turned to advantage, these things
will be done by Spelman’s daughters,
joining hands with other men and
women of like mind and heart.”

The question I raise now is this
—Can a liberal arts education pre¬
pare men and women for living cre-
actively in an age of tensions?
Does it provide the solution of man’s
emotional problems, as well as his
intellectual difficulties?

One of the commonest tensions of
our time is the one between convic¬
tions and tolerance. Many of us
have seen in our life-time a whole¬
sale throwing away of convictions—
moral convictions, spiritual convic¬
tions, ethical convictions, typical
American convictions. We have
seen the sometimes disastrous results
of this; so there has arisen in some

places a tightening-up of convictions
recently. At times this has been
good for it was directed in the right

quarters; sometimes it has been a
backward looking effort to revive
nothing more than ancient preju¬
dices as was witnessed by the words
of the defense attorneys of two
young white men who were acquit¬
ted May 30th of the bombing of a
Negro church in Montgomery, Ala¬
bama. These words were addressed
to an all-white jury by the defense
who appealed for a verdict that
would give encouragement “to every
white man, every white woman and
every white child in the South who is
looking to you to preserve our sa¬
cred traditions.”

We often feel this tension in our

personal relationships. We some¬
times heartily disapprove of what
relatives or friends, or neighbors are
doing. We don’t like their politics,
their indifference to vital issues and
causes affecting our common life,
their sloppy way of bringing up their
children. In ways that are quiet and
tactful, we hope, we try to make our
convictions felt; and we should do
this, for it is a part of genuine con¬
victions that they are inherently
missionary, and want to get them¬
selves accepted by others. On the
other hand, we must remember that
others have a right to their own
opinions and convictions, and must
answer finally for their own lives and
decisions. Moreover, we must keep
a relationship with them such that,
if later they see the error of their
ways, they may feel free to turn to
us, precisely because we held on to
convictions which they discarded.
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Dr. Samuel H. Archer said of Dr.
John Hope that it was in this area
of human relationships that Dr.
Hope excelled, and it was the basis
of his outstanding effectiveness in
living creatively with people. Dr.
Hope knew how to “speak the truth
in love.”

We feel this tension all the time in
democratic countries, in countries
where there is liberty of press,
speech, and religion. For example,
as members of churches we hold cer¬

tain convictions. In some churches

there is a conviction that there is no

other church but this church—

everything else is in heresy. Now
we may heartily disagree with that
opinion; but we must always remem¬
ber that, whatever we believe as

churchmen and churchwomen, as

Americans, we must maintain at all
cost the right of every man to hold
such religious convictions as appeal
to him.

This tension may be reconciled
in religious faith which, though
filled with definite intellectual con¬

tent, believes that the truth does not
need to defend itself by coersion, but
will make its way in the end because
it is the truth. This paradox, or con¬
tradiction is always to me a romantic
and most adventurous thing. To hold
ardently to one’s own faith, to spread
it by all legitimate and honest means,
and to accord to others precisely the
same right, even if they are out to
destroy your faith altogether, re¬
quires a maturity, a patience, a wis¬
dom, which alone can be the popu-
August, 1957

lar undergirding of the whole demo¬
cratic movement towards freedom in
the world.

Another permanent tension in life
is that between the interests of self
and the interests of society. (Dos¬
toevski’s Parable of the Onion). We
cannot be saved alone. We cannot

go our own sweet way indifferent to
the needs of our fellow human crea¬

tures. Whatever your career may
be, do not let yourselves become
polluted by a deprecating and bar¬
ren obsession with self and self-in¬

terests. From time to time, say to
yourselves, as did Louis Pasteur,
“What have I done for my instruc¬
tion?” and as you gradually ad¬
vance, “What have I done for my
country?” until the time comes when
you may have the immense happi¬
ness of thinking that you have con¬
tributed in some way to the progress
and good of humanity. If we would
only use the influence of our exam¬
ple to maintain for all mankind the
freedom to be our best selves then

the experience of little Johnny would
become a reality in all our lives.
This indeed is the true joy of life, the
being used for a purpose recognized
by yourself as a mighty one. Such
living is truly creative, it will be
truly zestful because it will have the
expectations and boundless hopes
which ultimately issue into a mean¬
ingfully purposive wholeness.

I know that we are up against it
every hour of the day. Shall we
spend the money for a new hat, or
shall we give it to the United Negro
College Fund, the Red Cross, or to
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Koinonia Farm. In this unfair

world, some come by much more in
the way of possessions than others.
As long as time lasts, some are going
to come by better brains, more per¬
sonality, more ability to get things
done, than others, and these things
have an inevitable commercial val¬

ue. The Russians took over thirty
years in a vain attempt to cut things
and people down to a complete
egalitarianism that would run
through the whole of life. And there
are those in our country who would
doom us to a state of conformity and
creeping mediocrity.

Our society is full of people who
are terribly worried about money
and success and prestige, but who
are not worried half enough about
what they are doing to themselves
and to society. In the famous car¬
toons by Walt Kelly, Pogo and the
fox are walking through the swamp
one day when they come upon the
rabbit carrying an umbrella. His
hand is outstretched, and he is peer¬
ing anxiously towards the sky. Ob¬
viously he is expecting rain. “He
looks like a frugal type,” the fox
remarks. “Yep,” replies Pogo, “he
saved for a rainy day constant.”
“Did the dear old chap accumulate
much?” asked the fox, and Pogo
gives him the inventory: “4,319
umbrellas, 4 rainhats, 16,223 pairs
of rubbers, 2 sets of waterwings, and
a rowboat. Now he lives in a dry
section where it ain’t rained since

1923, but when it do, man, is he
gone be ready!” The trouble with

the rabbit was that he was ready for
the wrong thing, and that is the trou¬
ble with those terribly worried folk
who are the victims of misplaced
tensions. From any sensible point
they ought to be bothered about the
ulcers and heart attacks they are
building up for themselves; they
ought to be bothered about the fact
that their children are strangers to
them; they ought to be bothered by
the fact that their friendships are
superficial. No amount of money
can compensate for the way they are
robbing themselves and making
slaves of themselves. They have
every right to be anxious. How¬
ever, they are anxious about the
wrong things.

Yet I would put in a plea for the
right serving of our own interests. I
think God means us to work in this

world, and to live by the fruits of
our work. I do not see how these

people who want to eliminate all
competition, and to arrange society
to that end, expect to call out ex¬
cellence, talents and genius. I am
of the opinion that motivated by a
genuine desire to reconcile the es¬
trangement between the interests of
self and the interests of society, we
shall find the balance between the

proper development and care of our¬
selves, and the spending of those
selves in work that is not only re¬
warding to ourselves, but also useful
and necessary for others as well.

Another tension that confronts
us again and again is that between
our loyalty to truth and our loyalty
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to persons. We all have friends
who believe things we do not be¬
lieve, do things we do not approve.
How can we contrive to stand by
what we believe, and yet keep in
good relations with the people
themselves? There are sentimental
folk who beg the question altogether,
by going over whole-heartedly to
personal loyalties. A man and a
wife get into an altercation. The
wife is our friend, therefore the wife
must be right. A dispute arises be¬
tween the reds and the blues, we

are blues ourselves; therefore the
blues must be right, and we are on
the side of the blues, before we

know what the reds are even think¬

ing about, and what is the truth in¬
volved. Very few of us there are
who are not sometimes blinded by
our personal loyalties to being able
to discover the truth. It is easier to

face our friends if we take their side,
than if we even admit the possibility
that there is another side.

A higher level of creative living is
reached when we seek to find the

facts, and give our loyalty to the
truth, even if that threatens the per¬
sonal relationship. This takes time,
patience, fair-mindedness; it is hard¬
er than a snap-judgment. Some will
call us disloyal, even unfair, if we
do not take their side. But the ques¬
tion always is not who is right, but
what is right?

The highest level of creative liv¬
ing is reached when we stand by the
truth in such a way as to give the
person who wanted us merely to

stand by him no occasion to sep¬
arate himself from us. It is possible
to keep a man’s friendship, and yet
vote against him. We shall spoil our
relationships, in the end, if we do
not realize that the tonic and sound¬

ness of relationships depend upon
their hospitality to new truth. We
shall spoil them also if we do not
seek to put our truth in so winning
and reconciling a way that we hold
the person, even when we vote
against this case for himself.

One could speak of many more of
these abiding tensions, but I will add
but one. It is the tension between

faith in God and one’s own effort.
A young woman came to me trou¬

bled about being unable to find a
job that would use her experience
and abilities. She had searched for

weeks and sought out every oppor¬
tunity, but nothing was thus far
forthcoming. How much should she
simply trust God, and how much
must she go on trying every door?
Clearly she needed to avoid the ex¬
tremes of sitting down and doing
nothing, which is irresponsibility,
not faith; and of human striving of
the sort that is filled both with fear
and self-will. This observation finds
a ready acceptance with our minds,
but to find it as an experience of our
hearts is another matter. She said.
“I guess I have been trying too hard,
and not trusting enough.” Her state¬
ment was indicative of an awareness

that there is a self-effort that coun¬

teracts anything faith can do. The
paradox illustrated here is the ten-
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Platform Party. Commencement. 1957

sion which arises in men when they
stake their lives on things that they
can devise by forcing events into
patterns of their own making, as
over against what happens when
men base their lives on the way God
works. “Human effort can flow from

God; but when it -is cut off-from
Him, men make a sorry, anxious
self-centered mess of life.”

I would hope that everyone of us
here knows what this means. No
one can live without experiencing at
some time or another the surprising
and beneficent working of power
beyond himself. Maybe it was an
impulse of generosity that took

10

him unawares, maybe it was a
twinge of conscience that broke
through his defenses, maybe it was
a sudden alertness to beauty that
gripped an otherwise dull and insen¬
sitive mind.

I am certain that many of our
contemporaries would scoff at call¬
ing such happenings the work of
God; but even they are glad to
accept those precious things of life
that come as sheer gifts. Use any
word you like—the fact remains
that the instant we let go and let
God, the instant we stop trying to
shove reality around, life becomes
enriched instead of being impover-
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ished. No one is immune to worry
and exhaustion, especially when the
things he works for are blocked or
ruined.

There is a difference between
strain and spontaneity; a difference
between self-enslavement and free¬

dom; a difference between our way
of working and God’s way of
working. Notice how common as¬
sumptions reflect this fact. We can
set ourselves to produce beautiful
art or music; but if we have no gift,
the result is artificial, no matter how

expert it may be technically. We can
set ourselves to acquire knowledge
and scholarship, but if we lack in¬
sight, the result will be an endless as¬
sortment of facts and an empty col¬
lection of theories. We can set our¬

selves to manage human relation¬
ships efficiently, but if we lack the
kind of sympathy that no amount of
striving can acquire, then these rela¬
tionships will lack depth and sub¬
stance, no matter how smoothly they
may run on the surface.

Therefore we need to resolve for

ourselves, if we would live creatively
in this area of tension between faith

in God and one’s own effort, how
much of our planning, our working,
our hoping, merely reflects the fren¬
zied pressure and externalism in our
society, and, second, how much of
our thinking is a striving to reach
faith, instead of a dropping of those
self-fabricated theories that prevent
us from reaching our goal.

We shall avoid much useless ten¬

sion within ourselves if we realize
once and for all, that there are many
abiding tensions within life; and all
of them point, in the end, to the
richness of the truth in this amazing
universe that God has made, and in
which He has given us the unspeak¬
able privilege of living.

All that I have been saying to you
was said by Tennyson in his poem
Ulysses which I committed to mem¬

ory on the occasion of my com¬
mencement at Morehouse 18 years
ago. These words have been of in¬
estimable value for me in maintain¬

ing balance and perspective amidst
all the conflicting values and choices
of our changing times. They consti¬
tute my closing words to you, the

graduating class of 1957:
“Come, my friends
’Tis not too late to seek a newer world.
Push off, and sitting well in order smite
The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds
To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths
Of all the western stars until I die.
It may be that the gulfs will wash us down:
It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles,
And see the great Achilles, whom we knew.
Tho' much is taken, much abides; and tho’
We are not now that strength which in old days
Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are;
One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will
To strito seek, to find, and not to yield.”
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Ten Year Reunion

The Moving Finger writes; and having writ
Moves on: nor all your Piety nor Wit
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line,
Nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it.

These memorable lines from
Omar Khayam’s Rubaiyat seem par¬
ticularly apropos for our occasion
here this morning. For we, the mem¬
bers of the Spelman College Class
of 1947, are pausing to observe the
tracings of time’s Moving Finger as
it has hovered over us and guided
our destinies during the past ten
year.

The Moving Finger has witnessed
pain and pleasure in our lives, joy
and sorrow, achievements and disap¬
pointments. But we are grateful that
our blessings have far outweighed
our misfortunes.

This report, compiled primarily
from data in the Spelman Alumnae
Office, will reveal some of our ac¬
tivities during the ten year interim.
We must concede that the picture it
paints is by no means complete, but
it will offer some indication of the
directions in which we have moved.

Our joy in reunion is tempered
this morning by the fact that the
Moving Finger has ceased to hover
over Mrs. Era Register Spigner, one
of our number. It is also tempered
by the fact that we have been unable
to locate some members of our

class.

The available data reveals, how¬
ever, that of the sixty-nine members

of the Class of 1947, fifty-four (or
77%) of us have married, sixteen
(or 23% ) to men of Morehouse.

We have (at the last count) thirty
children, with five others due in the

very near future. Our largest fam¬
ily, that of Mrs. Mae Frances
Clowney Wilson, is one of four chil¬
dren. Mae Frances, the mother of
two robust young sons and two love¬
ly little future Spelmanites, is the
wife of a Morehouse man and has
done graduate work at Atlanta Uni¬
versity in the field of mathematics.
She is currently working at the
United States Census Bureau in

Washington, D. C. where she and
her family reside.

Over fifty percent of us have re¬
mained in the Southeastern area of
the United States, but others of us

have chosen to live in the District of

Columbia and in the states of New

York, New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois, In¬
diana, Texas, and California. Inter¬
nationally speaking, Mrs. Cleopatra
Jones Horton of our class has resid¬

ed in Monrovia, Liberia wtih her
husband, Mr. Romeo Horton, a

Morehouse graduate and high gov¬
ernment official there; and Mrs,
Lauretta Lewis Slaughter is now liv¬
ing in Spain with her husband who
is serving in the United States Armed
Forces. Also, Miss Ellen Barnette,
our class poet, is currenly making
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plans to return to India where she
has already spent three years.

In March of this year, Ellen wrote
to Mrs. Brazeal, our Alumnae Secre¬

tary, and said:
Since leaving Spelman, I have

dreamed of the ‘Ten Year’ re¬

union. It seems, however, that I
shall not be able to join in the
celebration (in person) since I
am in the midst of work at (Co¬
lumbia University) Teachers Col¬
lege. I am corresponding with
some of my classmates who are
keeping me posted as to plans for
our Class of 1947, and my spirit
will be there . . .

I am working toward the de¬
gree of Master of Arts in Educa¬
tion in the Department of Curri¬
culum and Teaching, with Youth
Education as my special area. In
August, this work should be com¬
pleted.

In late October, I shall sail on

the Mauretania from New York
to Southampton. From South¬
ampton (on the 12th of Novem¬
ber) I take the Strathmore to

Bombay.
My work will be what it was

before, teaching English in our
new Methodist Mission coeduca¬

tional high school in Baroda, the
Hill Memorial School . . .

It appears that Ellen, in teaching,
has elected the most popular occu¬
pation chosen by the Class of 1947
because forty-two of us (or 60%)
are presently known to be engaged

in that profession. Indeed, we also
point with special pride to Mrs.
Diana Mattison Anderson, another
educator in our class, who has been
honored this spring as “Teacher of
the Year” at the Frank L. Stanton
School in Atlanta.

The Moving Finger has not, how¬
ever, confined us to the field of edu¬
cation; for it has guided others of
our number into vocations in law,
journalism, dietetics, pharmacy, gov¬
ernment service, accounting, dress
designing, home demonstration, so¬
cial work, library service, modelling,
retailing, the Women’s Army Corps,
and the Women's Naval Corps.

In the field of Library Service,
Miss Maxine Miller, who has studied
at Boston and Loyola Universities,
is now serving as librarian at the
South Side Elementary School in her
hometown, Helena, Arkansas.

Among those in Social Work, we
find that Miss Gloria Napier has
served on the Family Service Staff of
the Public Welfare Department in
Memphis, Tennessee and is now do¬
ing similar work in California. Mrs.
Mary Jones Vismale is currently
serving as a Medical Social Worker
at the Hospital for Joint Diseases in
New York City, this in addition to
her duties as a wife and mother.
Both of these 1947 classmates have
earned the master’s degree in Social
Work from Atlanta University.

Mrs. Esther Register Shepherd, of
our class, is the mother of a three

year old son and has done further
study at La Salle University in La
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Salle, Illinois. She holds the distinc¬
tion of being the first of her race to
merit a coveted “GS-9” Civil Service

rating in the state of Texas and is
now employed as an Educational
Specialist and Course Writer for the
Air Force at the Air Force Base in
her home town, Wichita Falls,
Texas.

Time will not permit a detailed ac¬
count of all of the worthwhile activi¬
ties in which our members are en¬

gaged. But it is fascinating to ob¬
serve the accuracy of some of the
predictions made in our 1947 Year¬
book. For this reason, we now pause
a moment to view the achievements
of three of our classmates residing in
Atlanta who have fulfilled their
Yearbook prophecies.

Attorney Romae Turner Powell,
one of these three, is an honor grad¬
uate of the Howard University Law
School and mother of an active little
son. We are especially proud of her
because of her accomplishments as
a member of the NAACP vanguard
in the current fight for civil rights.
The 1947 Yearbook said of Romae:

To look at her you may not guess
that she is full of fire,

But she likes law, we never saw a

girl so hard to tire.

During the past year, Romae has
served as one of the NAACP attor¬

neys in local transportation and tax
cases, in addition to maintaining her
own private practice.

The 1947 Yearbook described
Mrs. Amanda Keith Bailey, a Spel-

man honor graduate, as “the most
versatile” member of our class, and
said:

Amanda Louise is our first choice,
As the girl with the most operatic

voice.

Amanda, in addition to continuing
her musical interests, has done fur¬
ther study at the Frances Shimer
YWCA School in Mt. Carroll, Illi¬
nois, and has served for six years as
“Y-Teen” Director at YWCAs in

Charleston, South Carolina and in
Cincinnati, Ohio. This work has ful¬
filled the promise of a talent recog¬
nized by her Spelman schoolmates
when they elected her President of
the campus YWCA during her sen¬
ior year. Marriage has brought
Amanda, a native Michigan “Wol¬
verine,” back to Atlanta, and her
versatility has remained evident.
During the past year she has served
as assistant librarian here at Spel¬
man while, at the same time, study¬
ing at Atlanta University, singing
regularly in the choir of the St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, and serv¬
ing as president of “Las Hermanas”
(or “The Sisters”), an Atlanta club
composed primarily of members of
the 1947 class. In the latter capac¬
ity, she has also served as the coordi¬
nator of our reunion activities.

Mrs. Mildred Ponder Stennis is

the third person to whom we re¬
ferred as fulfilling a prediction of
the 1947 Yearbook. Indeed, the
Yearbook said of her:
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She studies styles and models, too.
So that she knows just what suits

you.

Mrs. Stennis, who is frequently
called upon to model her own stun¬
ning creations, holds the Master of
Arts degree in Clothing and Related
Art from New York University and
is now Assistant Professor of Cloth¬

ing at Atlanta’s Clark College. She
has done further study at the Uni¬
versity of Mexico and, moreover,
has been active in the theatre, serv¬

ing as costumer and actress with
several drama groups.

Interestingly enough, Mildred,
Amanda, and Romae are all wives
of Morehouse men. A comparison
of their records with others of those
in the alumnae files will reveal that
their many occupations are typical
of the varied interests which indi¬
vidual members of our class have

pursued.
Twenty-two members (or 30%)

of the Class of 1947 have earned

degrees above the bachelor’s from
some of America’s leading univer¬
sities. These degrees have been
earned in the fields of Social Work,
Retailing, Music, English, Educa¬
tion, Law, Pharmacy, Clothing and
Art, and Dietetics.

Members of the 1947 Class have
done advanced study at Atlanta
University, the Frances Shimer
YWCA School, Florida A. and M.

University, Howard University,
Western Reserve, La Salle, New
York, Columbia, St. Johns, Loyola,

DePaul, Ohio State, and Boston
Universities, and at the Universities
of Denver, Pittsburgh, Indiana, Wis¬
consin, and Mexico.

During the ten year period since
1947, time’s Moving Finger has
found us teaching in India, in num¬
erous primary and secondary schools
throughout the United States, and in
the following institutions of higher
learning: St. Augustine College,
Southern University, Edward Waters
College, Fort Valley State College,
Carver Junior College (Charlotte,
N. C.), Alcorn College, Benedict
College, Atlanta’s Clark College,
Alabama State College, Winston-
Salem Teachers College, Clafln Col¬
lege, South Carolina State College,
Morehouse College, and Atlanta
University.

Members of the Class of 1947
have travelled the length and breadth
of the United States and have visited
or resided in Mexico, Canada, the
Caribbean, Europe, Africa, and
Asia.

This is the account which time’s

Moving Finger has written of the
Spelman College Class of 1947. We
are grateful to Spelman for the foun¬
dations she has given us, founda¬
tions which have enabled us to grow
and to accomplish what we have
accomplished.

We are gratified to observe the
progress which Spelman, too, has
made in broadening the bases upon
which her graduates may build their
futures.

16 Spelman Messenger



It has been said that “The real ob¬

ject of education is to give ... re¬
sources that will endure as long as
life endures; habits that time will

ameliorate, not destroy; occupations
that will render sickness tolerable,
solitude pleasant, age venerable, life

more dignified and useful, and death
less terrible.”

Our Alma Mater was founded
with these lofty purposes and con¬
tinues in this tradition. For this, we

give thanks.
The Moving Finger writes, and,

having writ, moves on.

The foregoing is an account of the Spelman College Class of 1947 as it was
related during Reunion Chapel Service on Friday morning, May 31, 1957
by Mrs. E. McKinney Johnson, an instructor of English at Morehouse College.

Atlanta-Morehouse-Spelman
Spring Concert

The thirtieth annual Atlanta-

Morehouse-Spelman Concert under
the able direction of Dr. Willis L.

James was presented in Sisters Chap¬
el on Friday, May 17, 1957 at 8:00
p. m. This performance marked the
first time that the Mixed Chorus has

been presented in concert without
the assistance of the Morehouse and

Spelman Glee Clubs.
The concert began with the Mixed

Chorus singing two Bach Chorales,
“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” and
“God, My King, Thy Might Confess¬
ing.” The character of this music
was projected effectively through a
delicate and deliberate phrasing of
the long smoothly sung lines. The

audience responded warmly as the
first group of numbers was brought
to a climax with a thrilling rendition
of Mendelssohn’s powerful chorus
from Elijah, “And Then Shall Your
Light Break Forth.”

Some of the most colorful music
was presented in the second group¬
ing. “Londonderry Air” arranged by
Grainger was performed through the
exclusive use of humming and relat¬
ed vowel sounds. The varied color

and ethereal quality were projected
in this Irish Folk Melody as though
the director were manipulating a
giant cathedral organ. “Father Wil
liam” (from Alice in Wonderland)
by Irving Fine offered a delightful
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contrast in mood. Lilia Joyce Finch,
accompanist for the chorus, execut¬
ed the difficult piano accompaniment
with precision and ease. The last
number in the second group was
“Romany Life” (from The Fortune
Teller) by Victor Herbert. Carol
Stewart, soprano, sang the opening
solo with much of the pathos that is
often attributed to gypsy life. As
the chorus moved to a frenzied cli¬

max, Miss Stewart performed the
soprano obligato with clarity and
skill. The total effect was thrilling.

An a capella group of numbers
provided additional opportunity to
appreciate the superb training of the
chorus. Included were Randall

Thompson’s “Alleluia” and Chris¬
tiansen’s “Celestial Spring.” In these
renditions, the rich tone quality and
sectional balance could be fully ap¬
preciated.

The concert was brought to a

close with a group of songs of Negro
origin. Commanding particular in¬
terest was the plaintive modal num¬
ber by Dett, “Go Not Far From Me
O God” and two spirited numbers,
“Oh What a Band of Music” and
“I Got the Sword of the Lord in My
Hand.”

Adding interest and variety to the
program were soloists: David Stills,
organist; Eddie Meredith, baritone;
Walter Felder, tenor; and Melba
Bostick, pianist, who gave an ex¬
pressive performance of the Brahms
“Rhapsodie, op. 79, No. 1 in B
Minor.”

Lilia Joyce Finch, pianist and
member of the music faculty, ac¬
companied the chorus with skill and
understanding. Soloists were ac¬
companied by Vivian Stodghill and
Grace Boggs.

G. B.

Summer Theatre 1957

The Atlanta University Summer
Theatre opened"' its twenty-fourth
consecutive season with Maxwell
Anderson’s The Bad Seed, June
20, 21 and 22. The production was
fortunate in having Peggy Walker,
’57, play the leading role of the
evil youngster. Miss Walker, though
mature in years, has all the physical
and vocal aspects of a youngster of

ten or twelve. Together with these
qualifications she brought to the role
a well developed sense of theatre,
having worked with the Atlanta-
Morehouse-Spelman Players. She
will certainly be remembered by the
Summer Theatre audiences as the
little girl in The Innocents and in
Time Out for Ginger. Support¬
ing Miss Walker was a cast of
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veterans—Glenda Johnson ’57, Ray
Mclver, Countess Fisher, Hiram Mc¬
Gee, Thelma Lee, Willie Davis,
George Davis, and Walker LeFlore.

The second play, Agatha Chris¬
tie’s The Mousetrap, July 4, 5
and 6 was enjoyed so much that one
spectator volunteered a review. It is
printed here as received from Eddie
Billingsley.

One of the most entertaining plays
ever to be presented on the stage of
The Atlanta University Summer
Theatre, was Baldwin Burrough’s
production of Agatha Christie’s
murder mystery The Mousetrap on
July 4-5-6, 1957.

Throughout the performance the
audience sat spellbound as the story
unfolded with murder after murder

causing suspicion to gradually shift
from one questionable character to
another.

So well played were the roles of
the mischievous Mr. Paravicini by
Hiram McGee and the cantankerous
Mrs. Boyle by Gwendolyn Snipes
that Agatha Christie would have
been proud to have seen these two
talented performers render their in¬
terpretation of her pet characters.

The return of Binford Conley to
the Summer Theatre after a tour of

duty with the U. S. army brought a

mature and convincing Detective
Sergeant Trotter to the stage.

Outstanding also were Clifford
Flint as the officious Christopher
Wren and Glenda Johnson as Mol-

lie Ralston. Otis Thorpe played Ma¬
jor Metcalf and Jean McClain as
Mrs. Casewell rounded out the tal¬
ented cast.

The season closed with the

delightful and daring comedy,
Springtime for Henry, by Benn
Levy. Though this brand of
comedy was a deviation from the
usual fare produced by the Summer
Theatre, it was conceded that it was

most enjoyable. The cast of four
was headed by Ray Mclver and sup¬
ported by Jean Smith, ’57, Baldwin
W. Burroughs and Mildred Graves.
These veterans of the Summer The¬
atre brought to this risque comedy
a professional excellence that lifted
moments of sordidness into spark¬
ling comedy. The actors seemed
aware that they were treading on
thin ice and were able to underplay
and throw away these moments,
while at the same time emphasizing
the lighter, less delicate moments.
In the hands of less capable actors,
the play might have become a fiasco
of bad taste for the Summer Theatre.

B.W.B.
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Ralph McGill
Ralph McGill, editor of the

Atlanta Constitution, brought an in¬
spiring message to the Spelman
College vesper service on Sunday,
May 19. Speaking extemporaneous¬
ly on the meaning of Christianity,
Mr. McGill recalled a visit which he

had made to the Holy Land in 1946.
He noted that after leaving the Nur-
emburg Trials of the Nazi war crim¬
inals, with their sickening disclosures
of the details of man’s inhumanity to
man, the Sea of Galilee and the cities
of Jerusalem and Bethlehem pre¬
sented moving tokens of God’s abid¬
ing love and of man’s high ultimate
destiny.

Mr. McGill asked his listeners to

transport themselves back to the
fourth Sunday after the first Easter,
to imagine mingling among the
small, huddled, but fearless and pow¬
erful band of Christians who had

known the Lord and seen His Res¬

urrection, and then to journey
through all the historical occupa¬
tions of the Holy Land by Romans

and Englishmen, Jordanians and
Israeli. Through it all, Mr. McGill
asserted, would be found the eternal
choice which Our Lord offered and
which men have made in various

ways: the choice between the way
of force and the way of Christ.

Modern science, Mr. McGill
pointed out, demands that we prove
our convictions and document re¬

ality. But the wonderful thing about
the Christian faith is precisely that
it cannot be proven. If we could
prove that God exists, He would no
longer be full of the mystery which
religion offers and which has been
so dear to men’s hearts. We need

mystery and faith to keep us striving
toward improvement, Mr. McGill
asserted. Ever since the prehistoric
forms from which we are descended,
men have striven toward loftier pla¬
teaus of material and spiritual
achievement, and today we must
continue this effort, heeding well the
beckoning ideals of the great Chris¬
tian mystery.

Seventy Years in the Life of a Graduate
The following letter was received by

Mrs. Josephine Harreld Love, National
Alumnae Association president from the
surviving member of the first class to
graduate from Spelman Seminary, now
Spelman College.

Dear Friends,
1887—1957. Those figures represent

a period of seventy years, a life's span.

It is difficult for me to realize that they
mark the time since I left Spelman Se¬
minary. Then the sainted Misses Sophia
B. Packard, and Hattie E. Giles with com¬

plete dedication and supreme zeal were
fashioning what has become this great
institution.

I was a member of the first class to

graduate, was valedictorian, and at the
suggestion of Miss Mary E. Barnes, my
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beloved mentor, presented my parting
message in rhyme. At that first commen¬
cement in the old Friendship Baptist
Church, in whose basement the school
was founded, with my classmates, 1 was
awarded a diploma for having completed
a Higher Normal and (or) Scientific
course.

The class motto was “More Beyond.” I
was still fifteen and perhaps not seriously
concerned about the real meaning, about
what was to be encountered or to be
mastered, but not now with seven decades
of observation and experience behind me.
Time has been good to me. I’ve known
many blessings, favors and opportunities
for service accented, as for every human
being, by challenging shadows. I have
been gratefully, willingly ready to meet
the demands I have faced.

I passed through the growing up days
like any normal girl. There were study,
teaching, newspaper work and social ac¬
tivities. Then I married a young business
man of my city, Macon, Georgia. Four
children resulted from that union.

Marcia, Mrs. F. D. Williams of Mont¬
clair, New Jersey, is a graduate of At¬
lanta University. She is a chemist and
has been employed by the same firm since
she left school. Her husband is a dentist
and they have two children; Mildred,
Mrs. H. C. Rock of Phoenix, Arizona,
wife of a lieutenant in the Air Corps, who
is a graduate of Seton Hall College and
the mother of two children. Leon, Mar¬
cia’s son, is a sophomore at Northwestern
University.

Barksdale Brown, my second child is
a graduate of Atlanta University and is
in business in Los Angeles. He has a
daughter, Sonya, Mrs. W. R. Brown of
Philadelphia. She is a graduate of Temple
University, and her husband is a lawyer.

Mildred B. Fisher is my third child. She
is a graduate of New York University and
studied at the New York School of Social
Work. She has served successfully in the
field of social work and is now program
director for the world’s largest Y.W.C.A.
in New York City. She has two daughters,
Judith, a member of this year’s Spelman
graduating class, and June, a sophomore

at New Paltz, New York, Teachers’ Train¬
ing College.

My fourth child, Miriam, Mrs. Haw¬
thorne E. Lee, is a graduate of New York
University and is active in the business
field as a real estate and insurance broker

working with her husband in the Haw¬
thorne Lee Agency.

Each child is a gift of God and its
molding and direction require courage
and devotion.

Mr. Brown passed away in 1952.
Throughout the years I’ve tried to

sweep before the doors of my community
to help improve conditions.

I participated in the suffrage drive in
the belief that women with votes could
exercise wider influence for good.

When we had the large influx of Ne¬
groes from the South in order to assist in
any adjustment to new conditions, we
organized a Negro Migrant League. It
served as a watch dog for protection of
the newcomers. I was designated by the
group to appeal to the head of the Y.W.C.
A. to establish a branch for our girls.
The House of Friendliness was opened,
and I became the first chairman of the
Committee of Management. I later trans¬
ferred to the department of publicity and
published a monthly journal for the
branch.

Concerned over the presentation of the
Negro in the press where little but unfa¬
vorable facts and crime news were given
space, I asked for a conference with the
editor of our most influential daily which
resulted in my furnishing a weekly letter
about our normal activities. I wrote of our

doings for five years. Though the Jersey
Journal has changed hands, news of our
group appears in its columns as articles
about the other group. We are presented
as “just folks.”

During World War I, I served as chair¬
man of Unit 47 Circle of Negro War
Relief which provided interest in soldier
welfare and entertainment in this area. I
was given a military pass at the request of
the Jersey Journal and was able to board
incoming transports and interview return¬
ing soldiers.

When Jersey City decided to correct
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corrupt jury practices, the court offered a
list of a hundred and forty outstanding
citizens from which jurors could be se¬
lected. I was chosen and placed in the
box but withdrew because I was overage.

I was the first to present the N.A.A.C.
P. to Jersey City and served for a time
as secretary of the local branch. I served
for many years as a member of the Wo¬
men’s Committee of the Federal Council
of Churches and when the group was
disbanded was assigned to the church
activities group.

I was secretary-treasurer of the New
Jersey Interracial Committee of Church
Women which opened the doors of the
Jersey City Medical Center to Negro
girls in the nurse training course.

I was president of the Friendly Big
Sisters for fifteen years and during World
War II sent sewing kits, Bibles, toiletries
and candy to approximately a hundred
local soldiers at two Christmases and set

up a Chinese woman in a co-operative.
I have worked with the New Jersey

State Federation of Colored Women’s
Clubs, served as vice-president, and head¬
ed the race history department and the
inter-racial committee for many years.

Ten years ago, I appealed to our Jersey
City Librarian to observe Negro History
Week by featuring books by and about
Negroes. He agreed and the curator asked
if I could find a few pieces of art. I sup¬
plied several examples of excellent work.
Appreciation of art has increased and
more are taking lessons in different types
of art. This February we began the second
decade of our program.

Because of a growing interest in Negro
history and the limited general know¬
ledge of facts, I proposed to the New
Jersey State Federation of Colored Wo¬
men’s Clubs that we seek to have March
5 observed as Crispus Attucks Day in
New Jersey. The idea was enthusiastically
received and we began to carry it through.
A bill, presented to the New Jersey As¬
sembly, passed unaminiously and was
signed into law by former Governor Al¬
fred E. Driscoll. The date is now listed

by the New Jersey Commissioner of

Education for observance by all schools
in our State.

These are some of the things I have
done to try to help to bring about better
understanding and challenge us to think.
“A prophet is not without honor save in
his own country.” That is not true if it
means one’s efforts are not appreciated.
Commendation has been heaped upon me
for the struggle I am still making. I was
given an award by the Afro-American
newspapers and one by the National
Beauticians. Jersey City, in presenting me
an award said “it was long overdue.”
These were all given for my efforts to
improve understanding and further inter¬
racial relations.

I regret that I am not on the campus
with you; my heart is there. I have a
heart condition that compels me to avoid
excitement. I did not dare make the trip.
As the “last leaf” of 1887 I have felt
rather lonely. I am reporting to you and
hope you approve what I have done. As
long as one breathes, he is a debtor to
life; so I hope, in the time that remains
for me, to acknowledge my indebtedness
in helpful service. My fondest hope is
that I

“May join the choir invisible
Of those immortal dead who live again
In pulses stirred to generosity
In minds made better by their presence,

In deeds of daring rectitude, in scorn

For miserable aids that end with self

In thoughts sublime that pierce the night
like stars

And with man’s mild persistence urge
man’s search

To vaster issue.

So to live is heaven,

To make undying music in the world.”

Sincerely yours,
Ella Barksdale Brown
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Campus Notes
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE

On Sunday afternoon, June 2 at three
o’clock the traditional baccalaureate ex¬

ercises for the graduating classes of At¬
lanta University, Morehouse College, and
Spelman College were held in Sisters
Chapel. President Albert E. Manley of
Spelman College presided.

The Reverend James H. Robinson,
pastor of the Church of the Master, New
York City, preached the baccalaureate
sermon. He reminded the graduates that
graduation is a time to take stock of
the past and the present, a time to choose
the road one is to follow. He observed
that the world is constantly changing.
Today there are major revolutions going
on. One, Reverend Robinson pointed
out, is communism—the battle for the
minds and souls of people. The other is
the rise of the colored peoples due to
the death of colonialism. Because of these
two revolutions, new avenues and new

opportunities are open to young people.
The special music for the service was

rendered by the Atlanta-Morehouse-Spel-
man Chorus.

Reverend H. I. Bearden, Pastor of Big
Bethel A.M.E. Church, read the Scripture;
prayer was offered by Rabbi Jacob M.
Rothschild, The Temple; and Reverend
T. C. Lightfoot, pastor of West Mitchell
Street C.M.E. Church, pronounced the
benediction.

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
Commencement Exercises were held in

Sisters Chapel, Monday morning, June
3, at 10:30 o’clock with the Reverend
Benjamin Johnson Anderson, pastor of
the Witherspoon Street Presbyterian
Church, Princeton, New Jersey, deliver¬
ing an inspiring address which was enti¬
tled: “Creative Living in an Age of Ten¬
sions.”

Participating in the service were the
Reverend Edward A. Cahill, Pastor of the
United Liberal Church, who read the
Scripture, the Reverend Homer C. Mc-

Ewen who prayed and the Reverend
Norman M. Rates, Spelman College
minister, who offered the closing prayer
and pronounced the benediction. Music
was furnished by the Spelman College
Glee Club under the direction of Willis
Laurence James.

Degrees were awarded by President
Albert E. Manley to eighty-five students.

Those receiving Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Science degrees were:

Alvia Elizabeth Alexander, Nannie
Eliza Archie, Ernestine Arnold, Gladys
Irene Arnold, Gladys Anita Atkinson,
Ruth Etta Baines, Bobbie Jean Barksdale,
Agnes Blasingame Batey, Edna Mae Ben¬
nett, Sylvia Henrietta Blackmon, Jean
LaRue Blackshear, Thelma Bond, Melba
Deanne Bostick. Bettye Burts Brown,
Elizabeth Rose Bryan, Carrie Louise
White Buggs, Joy Simmons Bustamante,
Charlotte Mary Alice Butler, Mary Eliza¬
beth Canty, Ray Frances Chatman. Ruby
Handspike Clay, Catherine Delores Col¬
lins, Joyce Oneida Conley, Catherine
Jacquelyn Davis, Deanne Davis, Bettye
Jean Earl, Frances Delanie Ellison. Dollie
Mae Akins Epps

Jacquelyn Yvonne Fielder, Judith Gail
Fisher, Madelyn Lucile Foster, Marian
Elizabeth Galashaw, Willie Dollie Glover,
Rebecca Gorden, Barbara Eloise Green,
Shirley Washington Hanks, Rose Marie
Harris, Harvenia Mamie Hill, Alice
Aurelia Holly, Helen Louise Horton, Han¬
nah Lee Jackson, Ruth Yvonne Jackson,
Ernestine Alverta Jenerette, Glenda Mari¬
lyn Johnson, Olivia Vivianne Johnson,
Prethenia Joyce Kent, Clarice Lampkin,
Barbara Ann Lewis, Bette Ann Lovejoy,
Addie Lee McDonald, Elaine Julia Mc-
Ewen, Fannie Belle Malone, Luetta King
Marks, Naomi Jimmie Marshall.

Loyrene Juanita Mayfield, Ernestine
Miles, Yvonne Leigh Miller, Hattie Mae
Mitchell, Emma Jean Moore, Jeanetta
Ogletree, Barbara Jean Ponder, Georgia
Lee Prince, Liley Ramsumair, Rosa Lee
Rice, Mamie Gray Russell, LaVerne
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Savage, Sheila Eleanor Sheftall, Evelyn
Penola Sims, Daisy Belle Slappy, Mar¬
garet Jean Smith, Mary Agnes Stephens,
Vivian Salene Stodghill, Josella Thomas,
Ethel Louise Waddell, Peggy Joyce Walk¬
er, Delo Elizabeth Washington, Alice Mae
Watkins, Dorothy Lucile White, Mable
Carolyn Williams.

Julia Ayodele Dosumu-Johnson, Nor¬
ma Lee Jenkins, Dorothy Ann Johnson,
Janice Jones, Mary Alice Jones, Bettye
Gene Whited.

Three seniors finished with high
honors: Delo Washington, Hannah Jack-
son and Alice Holly and ten graduated
with honors: Nannie Archie, Gladys
Arnold, Jean Blackshear, Ray Frances
Chatman, Catherine Davis, Willie Dollie
Glover, Rebecca Gorden, Olivia John¬
son, Elaine McEwen and Rosa Rice.

PRIZES AND AWARDS
At the morning chapel service on May

22, President Albert E. Manley presented
the prizes and awards of the year.

Highest honors for scholarship over
a period of four years went to Delo Wash¬
ington of Beaufort, S. C. who received
the Seymour Finney Prize of $15. The
winner of the coveted Jerome Award for
creative achievement of $50 was Jean Mc¬
Rae of Reidsville, N. C. for an original
piano composition.

Three full tuition scholarships were
awarded. Pauline Drake of Atlanta was

awarded the Arnett Scholarship for ex¬
celling in scholarship and possessing high
qualities of character and personality.
Nona Smith of Atlanta received the Amy
A. Chadwick Scholarship, made possible
through a bequest from the Board of
Directors of the Leonard Street Orphans
Home. The recipient of the J. Louise
Fowler Loyalty Fund Scholarship was
Frances Glover of Macon, Ga. The Los
Angeles Spelman Club provided a part
tuition scholarship of $150 which was
awarded to Roslyn Washington, Beaufort,
S. C.

The May Sherer MacGregor Prize
of $100, given as a memorial to the
mother of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J.

MacGregor, to the student in the Fresh¬

man Class achieving the greatest advance
during the year academically and socially
went to Maureen Grant of Brooklyn,
N.Y.

The Chamberlain Scripture Reading
Prize of $10 went to Saralyn Ricks of
Atlanta, and Melba Bostick of Atlanta
received the Lucinda Hayes Scripture
Recitation Prize of $20 for excellence in

reading Scripture.
For proficiency in the sciences, the

Beulah Lewis Science Prize of $15, to the
major with the highest scholarship record,
went to Hannah Jackson of Ocala, Flor¬
ida. The Alma A. Oakes memorial award
of $5 offered to a student in Spanish was
awarded to Lucille Fultz of Montgomery,
Ala. Jean McRae of Reidsville, N. C.
won the Lucy Upton prize of $25 for the
“student who stands highest in the com¬
munity for Chrsitian character, leader¬
ship, and scholarship.” Nannie Archie of
Birmingham, Ala. won the Eula L.
Eagleson Prize of $5 as the senior best
representing the spirit of Spelman.

The Adams - Hamilton prize of $10
made possible by the class of 1948 was
awarded to Judith Owens of Wilmington.
N. C. for attaining the highest scholarship
record in the freshman class. The Peter
James Bryant Prize of $5 donated by
Elizabeth P. Whitehead for outstanding
achievement in Bible study was won by
Hannah Jackson of Ocala, Fla. Mary
Alice Jones of Athens, Georgia received
the Minnie James Washington Prize of
$10 awarded to the best all round student
in home economics. The Florence Matil¬
da Read award of $15 offered by the
class of 1953 to the working student who
best exemplifies the ideals of the person
for whom the award is named went to

Roslyn Pope of Atlanta, Ga. The Ludie
Andrews Prize of $50 sponsored by the
Class of 1935 was claimed by Minnie
Boyer of Winter Park, Fla.

Geneva Hood of Varina, N. C. won
the Biology Club Bird Identification
Prize. The purpose of the contest is to
encourage students to know as many of
our native birds as possible.

Bettye Whited, Birmingham, Ala.,
Gwendolyn .Walker, Atlanta, Ga. and
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Mamie Russell Presents Class Gift to President Manley

Una Hill, Atlanta, Ga. won first, second
and third Necchi-Elna Sewing awards
respectively.

In September the E. Smythe Gambrell
Tuition Scholarship will be awarded to a
high ranking member of the 1957-58
freshman class.

CLASS DAY
At three o’clock on Saturday after¬

noon, June 1, the eighty-five members of
the class of 1957 marched through the
doors of historic Rockefeller Hall, stood
together on the steps and presented the
following program:

CLASS DAY EXERCISES
FAIR SPELMAN

Class Poem Ray Chatman
Class History Alice Holly
Presentation of Cap and

Bench Hannah Jackson
Presentation of

Class Emblem Rebecca Gorden
Class Song Class of ’57

Words by Rebecca Gorden
Ivy Oration Delo Washington

26

Presentation of
Gift Mamie Russell

Procession through Alumnae Arch
Planting of Ivy
Spelman Hymn

The class presented a gift of fifty
dollars to be used toward the purchase
of a portable TV set for the audio-visual
aids department.

SENIOR BREAKFAST

On Sunday morning, May 26, at ten
o’clock, Miss Mayme Jacobs, dean of
women, and Mrs. Marie Copher, assist¬
ant dean of women, were hostesses to the
seniors and invited guests at the annual
senior brunch. The setting for the occa¬
sion was the Polly Kline Lounge in
Read Hall. The guests were greeted and
welcomed by Miss Jacobs and Mrs.
Copher.

The informal atmosphere which
prevailed made it possible for the seniors
to relax even though they were in the
midst of final examinations. Faculty
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members found it easy to forget the
work that still awaited them. Not only
was the menu highly pleasing, but also
the tiny china dinner bells, four of which
formed an attractive and unique center-
piece at each table. There were many
“ohs” and “ahs” when it was discovered
that each guest could take a bell home
as a memento of the occasion.

Enjoying the fellowship with the sen¬
iors were President and Mrs. Albert E.

Manley, Miss Amelia Clark, Dean and
Mrs. B. R. Brazeal, Dr. and Mrs. E. B.
Williams, Mr. and Mrs. John L. Coe,
Mrs. Grace Perry, Mrs. M. E. Moffitt,
Mrs. E. B. Brown, Miss Helen Sanders,
M iss Ruth Rush, Miss Dorothy Gulley
and Mrs. Donald Webster.

I.G.W.

SUMMER SCHOOL CONCERT
The Atlanta University Summer

School Choir under the direction of Dr.
Willis Laurence James was presented in
concert Friday, August 2, at eight o’clock
in Sisters Chapel before a large and ap¬
preciative audience. The program opened
with a well-contrasted religious group
of songs that were beautifully sung.
It consisted of “Praise Ye the Lord”—

Tschaikowsky, “Thanks Be to Thee”—
(Cantata con Stromenti)—Handel, “Dies
Irae” (Requiem)— Mozart and “Sanc-
tus” (Solemn Mass)—Gounod.

The second part of the program includ¬
ed “Oh My Love,” Burleigh, by Carol
Stewart, soprano, “Ballade in g minor”—

Faculty
President Albert E. Manley attended

the Executive Committee meeting of the
Board of Directors of the United Negro
College Fund, Inc., June 19-20, 1957 in
Capahosic, Virginia.

Mrs. Billie Geter Thomas of the
French department is spending the sum¬
mer in Europe. After a month in Paris,
Mrs. Thomas will motor through South-

Chopin played by Laurence Weaver,
pianist and “Die Pessente die d’amor”
(Faust)—Gounod sung by Eddie Mere¬
dith.

The choir again appeared, this time
singing “The Lost Chord”—Sullivan,
“The Sleigh”—Kountz and “You’ll Never
Walk Alone”—Rodgers-Ringwald. In this
group the choir demonstrated colorful
dynamic changes, beautiful vocal quality
and close communion with the director

throughout.
Following this group, Evelyn Blalock,

soprano, sang “One Fine Day” (Ma¬
dame Butterfly, by Puccini; Floyd Ruffin
played “Impromptu in A flat” by Schub¬
ert; “Vesti La Giubba” (Pagliacci) by
Leoncavallo was sung by Walter Felder,
tenor, and Ruth Huggins, soprano sang
“Romany Life” by Herbert. Each per¬
formed with brilliance and surety.

In the final group, there were two de¬
lightful and interesting numbers, “Down
the Line” (Blues Madrigal) by Dr.
James and “Swing Along” (Negro
Characteristic) by Cook. The program
ended with the rhythmic spiritual “I Got
the Sword of the Lord” also arranged by
James which was effectively sung by the
choir. Dr. Grace Boggs skillfully accom¬
panied the choir and soloists.

This concert was an enjoyable musical
experience and as the applause abated
after the encore “I’ve Been Tried”, the
audience reluctantly departed grateful
to the choir and the director for a fine
concert.

Notes

ern France, Italy, Spain and Portugal be¬
fore returning to the States.

Spelman Teachers on Atlanta Univer¬
sity Summer School Faculty:

Drama, Mr. Baldwin Burroughs
Education, Mr. Benjamin Franklin

Bullock and Dr. Oran Wendle Eagleson
Music, Dr. Grace Boggs and Dr. Willis

James.
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Spanish, Miss Camilla L. Howard.
Mrs. Mexico H. Mickelbury joined the

staff of the Trevor Arnett Library for
the summer school session; Mrs. Beatrice
M. Williams represented Spelman in the
workshop on Supervision of Student
Teaching at Atlanta University; and Mrs.
Rosa King served as assistant hostess at
the Atlanta University dormitory.

Mr. X. L. Neal taught in the summer
session of the Atlanta public school sys¬
tem.

Spelman Faculty and Staff Engaged in
summer study:

Mrs. Amanda Keith Bailey, Atlanta
University

Mr. Robert V. Cole, Michigan State
University

Miss Joyce Finch, Northwestern Uni¬
versity

Mrs. Dorothy Gulley Greene, Univer¬
sity of Pennsylvania

Mrs. Shirley McBay, Atlanta Univer¬
sity

Mrs. Selma W. Richardson, Tufts Uni¬

versity
Mrs. Georgia C. Smith, University

of Kansas

Miss Bette Ruth Taylor, Tufts Univer¬
sity

Mr. Walter Wallace, Columbia Uni¬
versity

Mr. Howard Zinn, University of
Denver

Marriages Among Faculty and Staff:
Miss Jenelsie Walden of the Art de¬

partment was married to Mr. Charles
Holloway on December 17, 1956 in
Chicago, Illinois.

On June 8, 1957 Miss Dorothy Gulley
of the Biology Department became the
bride of Mr. John Greene in Greenville,
Alabama.

Mrs. Jeanne Williams, secretary in the
president's office, was married to Mr.
Charles Zanders in Atlanta, Georgia on
July 25, 1957.

Miss Alene Coley of the English De¬
partment was married to Mr. Willie

Young on August 17, 1957 in Creedmoor,
N. C.

Miss Arthrell P. Dupree of the English
Department and Mr. Earl A. Sanders of
the Music Department were married in
Farmville, N. C. on August 24.

Mrs. Romell Patterson of the Snack

Shop is now Mrs. O. A. Adair, the mar¬
riage having taken place during the sum¬
mer.

FORMER FACULTY

Dr. Dorothy K. Clark, formerly sec¬
retary in the president’s office, sent this
note along with her Founders Day con¬
tribution: “I’ve been away on a trip to
India and time has run away from me,
so I’m afraid this won’t reach you foi
Founders Day. In any case I’m sure the
good wishes for Spelman which go with
this check will be just as effective.” Miss
Clark’s address is Operations Research
Office, G-3 Section, Hq AFFE/8 Army
(Rear) APO 343, San Francisco, Cali¬
fornia.

In early spring, Miss Edith Glode,
who worked as office assistant and in
various other capacities for more than
ten years, stopped off to pay us a visil
en route home to New Haven, Conn,
from Mexico. In a letter dated April 15,
she writes: “I thought of you on Founders
Day, and hoped all was going well. The
college is growing so fast, and times in¬
volve so many changes and adjustments
that multitudes of problems must arise
constantly.” Miss Glode’s address is 262
Bradley Street, New Haven.

Miss Avis M. Kemp, a teacher at Spel¬
man 1916-1918, wrote President Manley
in March, 1957, “After a silence of nearly
forty years, I decided to celebrate the
75th anniversary of Spelman by writing
to some of my former pupils in the Teach¬
er Training Department during 1916-
1918.

I was richly rewarded in the letters
that I received from Nancy Valentine
Green of Philadelphia, Harriet Green
Booth of Tuskegee, and Claire Hum¬
phries Jackson of Atlanta. You can well
be proud of your graduates. - - -”
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Miss Kemp’s address is 8 Brightside
Avenue, Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.

Word comes from Miss Helen A.
Leonard of 262 Robinson Street, Bing¬
hamton, N. Y. that she is very near to

her seventy-fourth birthday. She says that
she was a teacher at Spelman in “1910-
11—Two years and loved it.” Her address
is 262 Robinson Street. Binghamton, New
York.

Calendar

May 16
Mrs. Freddye S. Henderson of the

Spelman College faculty spoke to the
chapel audience about the social graces
that should be practiced by Spelman stu¬
dents.

May 17
In his last chapel talk of the school

year, the Reverend Rates summarized the
spiritual values emphasized by the various
chapel speakers throughout the year.

May 20
The annual installation service for of¬

ficers of the major student organizations
was held in morning chapel. President
Manley spoke to the outgoing and incom¬
ing officers specifically and to the student
body in general about the importance of
assuming responsibility.
May 21

The Honorable William B. Hartsfield,
Mayor of the ctiy of Atlanta, told the
Spelman family in chapel about the
growth and development of Atlanta dur¬
ing the past two decades. Mayor Harts¬
field expressed the hope that Atlanta
would continue to grow and would be¬
come the leader of the South in promot¬
ing better race relations.
May 22

President Manley’s subject in morning
chapel was the importance of setting one’s
goals high. Afterward, he presented
awards and scholarships to Spelman stu¬
dents for the school-year 1956-1957.
May 23

Representatives from the senior classes
of Clark College, Morehouse College,
Morris Brown College and Spelman Col¬

lege gave Senior Day orations. Miss
Mamie G. Russell, president of the Spel¬
man College senior class, spoke for her
classmates.

Mr. Charles N. Diggs, a senior student
at Clark College, was in charge of the
last of the Mid-Week Meetings for the
1956-1957 school year.

May 24
Mr. Earl Sanders conducted the Spel¬

man College Orchestra in its second
performance of the year.

May 27
Miss Ayodele Dosumu-Johnson, a grad¬

uating senior of Spelman College, des¬
cribed to the Spelman College students
her experiences as a child when she and
her family embarked from England for
her father’s native Liberia and the ship
on which they were passengers was in¬
tercepted by a German submarine. Miss
Johnson and her family were imprisoned
in German concentration camps until the
end of World War II when they were
released to continue their journey. In
conclusion Miss Johnson mentioned some

of the customs of her homeland and in¬
vited all her listeners to visit her after
she has returned to Liberia.

May 28
Miss Lilia Joyce Finch played organ

melodies in chapel after the Reverend
Rates had led the audience in a period of
meditation.

May 29
Making her final appearance as a stu¬

dent at Spelman, Miss Frances Chatman
played several piano selections.
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May 31
Members of the class of 1957 conduct¬

ed their ten year reunion service in chapel.
President Manley warmly welcomed all
graduates and former students of Spelman
College. Mrs. Romae Turner Powell,

Vesper
May 19

Mr. Ralph McGill, Editor, The Atlanta
Constitution.

May 20
Reverend N. M. Rates, College Minis¬

ter, Spelman College.

attorney-at-law in Atlanta, was the main
speaker. At the close of the service a

period of silence was observed in memory
of the departed member of the class of
1947, Mrs. Era Mae Register Spigner.

Speakers
June 2

Baccalaureate Service Speaker, Dr.
James H. Robinson. Pastor, Church of
the Master, New York City.

Visitors
Miss Mary Jean Adams, Edgefield, S. C.
Mrs. Cynthia D. Alexander, Montgom¬

ery, Ala.
Miss Barbara Allen, New Paltz, N. Y.
Miss Patricia Allen, New Paltz, N. Y.
Mrs. Donald S. Allen, New Paltz, N. Y.
Miss Lurena Boston, Winter Haven, Fla.
Mrs. Rossie Lee Birt, Tallahassee, Fla.
Miss Mamie Blackshear, Mariana, Fla.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Brown, Columbia,

S. C.
Miss Delores Brown, Columbia, S. C.
Miss Bernice Bryant, Tallahassee, Fla.
Mrs. P. B. Bullock, Atlanta, Ga.
Mr. John Cannon, Montgomery, Ala.
Mrs. Claretta H. Carnezie, Haines City,

Fla.

Mrs. Josephine D. Clement, Durham,
N. C.

Mr. Ned Cato, Montgomery, Ala.
Miss M. Carolyn Cawthon, Milton, Fla.
Miss Emily A. Copeland, Tallahassee,

Fla.

Miss Chola Dawkins, Edgefield, S. C.
Major E. Dawson, Atlanta, Ga.

Miss Mary Dean, Atlanta, Ga.
Mrs. Carolyn A. Favors, Tampa, Fla.
Miss Lucille J. Garland, Atlanta, Ga.
Miss Burnice Gordon, Columbia, S. C.
Mrs. Wilma S. Green, Tampa, Fla.
Miss Lucille Hawkins, Crestview, Fla.
Mrs. Irene D. Jackson, Toulouse, France
Mr. Henry Jackson, Atlanta, Ga.
Mrs. Lillie R. Jackson, Quincy, Fla.
Mrs. Mable Johnson, Tampa, Fla.
Mr. R. Johnson, Trenton, S. C.
Mrs. Robert Johnson, Atlanta, Ga.
Mrs. Tommy Lee Johnson, Plant City,

Fla.

Miss Jannie Key, Edgefield, S. C.
Miss Betty Ann King, Quincy, Fla.
Miss Alva S. Lewis, Edgefield, S. C.
Miss Leona Lewis, Edgefield, S. C.
Mr. H. L. McKie, Trenton, S. C.
Mr. O. McKie, Trenton, S. C
Miss Emily McPherson, Tallahassee, Fla.
Mrs. Nellie Meade, St. Augustine, Fla.
Mrs. Ruth S. Moore, Tampa, Fla.
Miss Annie S. Morgan, Edgefield, S. C.
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Miss Hattie Ruth Morgan, Edgefield, S.C.
Miss Bessie Mosley, Edgefield, S. C.
Miss Willie M. Pemberton, Tallahassee,

Fla.

Miss Pennie Perry, Charlotte, N. C.
Miss Lillian A. Pittman, Florida
Mrs. Katie Posted, St. Petersburg, Fla.
Mrs. Tabitha Ray, Winter Park, Fla.
Miss Mary Rearden, Edgefield, S. C.
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Russell, Miami,

Fla.

Mr. and Mrs. Malvin H. Sebastian, Cin¬
cinnati, Ohio

Mrs. Bernice Simmons, Tallahassee, Fla.
Miss Ruth Simmons, Edgefield, S. C.
Miss Jacquelyn Simpkins, Edgefield, S.C.
Mrs. Mary Sparks, Ocala, Florida
Miss Johnnie Van, St. Augustine, Fla.
Miss Ira Wallace, Atlanta, Ga.
Miss Mildred Washington, Green Cove

Springs, Fla.
Mrs. Leola Whited, Montgomery, Ala.
Mrs. Almeda Williams, Sanford, Fla.
Miss Fannie Wilson, Edgefield, S. C.
Mr. John Wilson II, Atlanta, Ga.
Mrs. Ella Woodbury, St. Petersburg, Fla.

The National Alumnae Association

Dinner Meeting
The annual dinner meeting of the Na¬

tional Alumnae Association was held
in the Morgan Hall Dining Room on
Friday, May 31, at six o’clock. Presiding
graciously and with charm and dignity
were Mrs. Josephine Harreld Love and
Mrs. Lynette Saine Bickers, president and
vice president of the Association respec¬
tively.

Grace was said by Mrs. Lottie Hum¬
phries of Atlanta and a warm welcome
was extended alumnae, friends, faculty
and members of the 1957 graduating class
by Mrs. Charlye Mae Williamson Lowe,
president of the Atlanta Spelman Club.

Miss Dorothy Gulley, class sponsor
introduced the Class of 1957. She ex¬

pressed faith in their ability to succeed in
their future work and praised them for
their fine spirit of cooperation. Mamie
Russell, class president, responded grace¬
fully, pledging 100 per cent support to
the Loyalty Fund.

President Manley then spoke briefly
of his delight in seeing so many alumnae
who had returned for their reunion cele¬
bration. He invited them to remain for
all of the events of the Commencement
season.

Mrs. Bickers introduced representa¬
tives of the reunion classes and read ex¬

cerpts of letters from some reunioners
who could not arrange to be present. Mrs.
Hattie Rutherford Watson, C ’07, libra¬
rian at A.M.&N. College, Pine Bluff, Ar¬
kansas and Spelman trustee, sent a gift of
money and a letter which is carried else¬
where in The Messenger. Mrs. Essie
Heath Bennett, C ’27, teacher in the
Birmingham, Alabama public school
system sent a wire and a gift of money.
Miss Josie Stark, N. T. ’07, Atlanta pub¬
lic health nurse was present and stood
to acknowledge her introduction as did
Mrs. Sadye Harris Powell, HS ’07, hos¬
pital owner and operator and Spelman
trustee.

Mrs. Minnie Thomas Brown of Cleve¬
land, Ohio, retired school teacher and
music teacher, represented the class of
1897. She spoke of her work with her
husband in the pastorate for more than
thirty years. Always an eager student,
Mrs. Brown found time to attend college
and earn the A. B. degree from San Diego
State College, California, at the age of
fifty-four. She gave credit to Spelman
for her high ideals and said that she
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had earnestly tried to inspire youth and
age to be true to themselves and to God.
Recalling her student days, she compared
living arrangements then when she had six
roommates with those today when one
has one or two roommates. She spoke of
the College’s motto “Our Whole School
for Christ” and of the dedicated teachers
and anxious students. Spelman, she said,
was responsible for her life of service and
although retired she is still active in
Christian work. Her only daughter, Thel¬
ma B. Brown, is a graduate of the high
school and college departments of Spel¬
man.

On behalf of the class of 1947, Mrs.
Amanda Keith Bailey, who spearheaded
the reunion plans of the class, presented
$110.00 as partial payment on a TV set
for the audio-visual aids department

which President Manley graciously re¬
ceived. She then introduced each member
of her class.

Mrs. Love now presented Judith Fisher
C ’57, who represented her grandmother,
Mrs. Ella Barksdale Brown, HS ’87, only
surviving member of the first graduating
class. Following her response, Mrs. Love
read the inspiring message sent by Mrs.
Brown which is printed in other pages of
this Messenger.

Scrolls were presented to members
of the Seventy-fivers Club present for the
the occasion by Mrs. Ruth Scott Sim¬
mons, C ’37. With the singing of “May
The Good Lord Bless and Keep You” and
the Spelman Hymn, the 1957 Annual
Dinner Meeting of the National Alum¬
nae Association came to a close.

Mrs. Josephine Harreld Love, Alumnae Association President,

Presides at Dinner Meeting



Alumnae News

TEN YEAR REUNION

On Friday morning, May 31, at eight
o’clock graduates representing the classes
ending in the numeral seven, faculty,
students, alumnae and friends gathered
in Sisters Chapel for the program of the
Ten Year Reunion Class. Presiding was
Mrs. Mildred Ponder Stennis, of Atlanta,
teacher at Clark College, who acknowl¬
edged the presence of Mrs. Josephine
Harreld Love, National Alumnae Asso¬
ciation President, a member of the plat¬
form group.

Following the Scripture and prayer by
Mrs. Virginia Entzminger McKensie,
public school teacher, Mrs. Stennis in¬
troduced President Manley who extended
a warm welcome to returning alumnae.
Principal speaker for the occasion was
Mrs. Romae Turner Powell, a house¬
wife, mother and practicing attorney.
Mrs. Amanda Keith Bailey, assistant li¬
brarian, Spelman College, sang “Morn¬
ing”. An accounting of the class was
given by Mrs. Eloise McKinney Johnson,
teacher at Morehouse College, and is car¬
ried in other pages of the Messenger.

An item “Silent Prayer”, in memory of
Era Mae Register Spigner, paid respect
to the first loss suffered by the class of
1947 .

Mrs. Ruth Scott Simmons representing
the class of 1937, introduced other re-
unioners present on the platform. They
were Mrs. Helen Bell Brooks, C ’37 and
Mrs. Minnie Thomas Brown, HS ’97.

After the baccalaureate services the
members of the reunion classes had an

opportunity to greet one another, faculty
members and other alumnae at an in¬
formal reception at Reynolds Cottage.

During the commencement season the
Atlanta members of the class of 1947
entertained at a barbecue at the home
of Mrs. Virginia B. Akridge, whose
daughter Mrs. Virginia Turner Dowell
of New York, is a member of the class.
The occasion was in honor of the out-of-
town classmates. Also entertaining mem¬

bers of the class were Mrs. Eloise Mc¬

Kinney Johnson, Mrs. Romae Turner
Powell and Mrs. Diana Mattison Ander¬
son.

Seventeen members of the class of 1947
were present for the reunion celebration.
They were Mrs. Mae Frances Clowney
Wilson, Washington, D. C. Mrs. Mildred
Collier Burse, Mrs. Virginia Entzminger
McKenzie; Mrs. Birdie Gambrell Tyler,
Mrs. Amanda Keith Birley, Mrs. Josie
Latimer Williams, Mrs. Eloise McKin¬
ney Johnson, Mrs. Myrile Mark Kel¬
ley, Mrs. Diana Mattison Anderson.
Mrs. Daisy Phinazee Harris, Mrs. Mil¬
dred Ponder Stennis, Mrs. Romae Turner
Powell, all of Atlanta; Mrs. Ernelle
Combs Hughes, Hartwell, Georgia; Mrs.
Adele Del Pino King, Rome, Georgia,
Miss Maxine Antoinette Miller, Helena,
Arkansas; Miss Sara Powell, Ft. Worth,
Texas; and Mrs. Esther Register Shep¬
herd, Wichita Falls, Texas.

Letter From Fifty Year
Reunioner

Dear Mrs. Brazeal:

I have your communication of April
30 in reference to class reunions of mem¬

bers of classes ending in the numeral sev¬
en. I certainly would be so very happy to
be present for this outstanding event and
for years had looked forward to attending
my fiftieth reunion at Spelman, for very
seldom does one have the opportunity to
do this. However, as the time approach¬
es, I am disappointed that I am unable
to attend. I find myself at this time “bogg¬
ed” down with pressing duties and respon¬
sibilities here. I regret this very much as
it would be a great pleasure for me to be
present and participate in the activities
with those who will be there to celebrate
the occasion.

1 am sending to Dr. Manley a check
for $55.62 as my reunion contribution. I
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hope it may be assigned to what I believe
to be a most pressing need at present for
Spelman, that is scholarship or student
aid. I think Negro colleges are lagging
behind in this effort where the need is so

acute.

I hope the reunion will be well attend¬
ed. With regrets that I cannot be present
and best wishes for a happy reunion for
those who will attend. I am

Most sincerely yours,
Hattie R. Watson

SPELMAN GRADUATES RECEIVE
A. U. DEGREES IN 1957

The following Spelman graduates re¬
ceived degrees from Atlanta University
at the Commencement exercises on June
3:

Master of Social Work—Kathryn A.
Brisbane, A. B. ’55; Joan Elaine Farris,
A.B. ’55; Elsie Mildred Mallory, A.B. ’55;
Lydia Tate Walker, A.B. ’55.

Master of Science in Library Service—
Claudia Dell Finger, A.B. ’55; Thelma
Ananias Do Nascimento, A.B. ’52.

Master of Arts in Education—Lillian
Camilla Weems, A.B. T2.

At the Summer School Convocation
on August 8 the following Spelman grad¬
uates received degrees from Atlanta Uni¬
versity:

Master of Arts in English—Johnnie
Mae Kennebrew, A. B. ’53.

Master of Arts in Political Science—

Fanny Hopkins Brown, A.B. ’51.
Master of Arts in Education—Gussie

Clara Davis Phillips, B.S. ’46; Dilcie
Mary Sledge, B.S. '54.

SPELMAN CLUBS

Los Angeles Spelman Club
Dear Spelman Alumnae President,
The year 1956-57 has been a very good

year for the Spelman Club of Los Angel¬
es. As in all organizations there are some
members who work very hard to make
a success of the program but almost all
members contribute in some way—an
example being that some young mothers
have baby sitting problems so cannot
attend the meetings but do contribute
to the Founders Day Fund or sell tickets

or work the day of our annual break¬
fast.

We have 40 members on our member¬

ship roll with an average attendance of
18 to 20 per meeting. We have from 10
to 15 members who contribute to the
Founders Day Fund but are not interest¬
ed in meetings. We have one meeting a
a month from September through June.

Our monthly programs are left to the
individual hostesses for that particular
meeting. This being the case, following
the business meeting, sometimes we have
games, or music, or a speaker depending
upon the facilities or the ingenuity and
time of the hostesses (2 for each meet¬

ing). Our first year I appointed a program
chairman but because she started to even¬

ing school and was not able to attend
all the meetings, we developed the above
idea. This is one phase of our meetings
that we hope to improve.

So far as special events are concerned
we have been concentrating on increas¬
ing our membership. We have two joint
meetings (sort of “partyish”) with the
Morehouse Club during the year (early
fall and late winter). At Christmas time
we have a Spelman party for members
only. Then we have our annual Spelman-
Morehouse breakfast (this is the 2nd
year) as our fund raising activity. We find
that some husbands and some wives par¬
ticipate, also, even though they are not
members of either school and this makes
for a very pleasant relationship.

We felt this year that the response
to the Founders Day Appeal was reward¬
ing since we tripled our first gift of 1955.
We do not set a certain sum to be given
as we want this donation on a voluntary
basis so that we do not exclude anyone.

The new officers elected for 1957-58
are as follows:

President, Fredricka Pruden, Vice Pres¬
ident, Alice Clement Foster, Treasurer,
Dorothy Sipsey, Recording Secretary,
Hazel Lee, Corresponding Secretary,
Mary Louise Thomas, Financial Secre¬
tary, Emily Jones, Chaplain, Margarette
Singleton Brown. Parliamentarian, Vivian
Johnson, Historian, Lucia Jackson.
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As you have probably learned, we do
have one of our members, Margarette
Singleton Brown, attending Spelman
Commencement so please ask her to rep¬
resent the Los Angeles Club. She is
presenting a partial scholarship of $150
from our club.

Congratulations on doing such a fine
job. I just wonder how you find the time
to do so much with all the other activities
I know you must have! Give our very
best regards to all our friends at Spelman.

Sincerely,
Glenna Stewart Hayes

CLEVELAND SPELMAN CLUB

On Sunday evening, May 26, 1957,
at seven thirty o’clock, the Cleveland
Spelman Club presented Dr. Zelma Wat¬
son George in an address on “Under¬
standing the Negro Spirtual” at Antioch
Baptist Church. Miss Emma Jean Pratt
is president of the group and Miss Caro¬
lyn Taylor is program chairman.

SAVANNAH SPELMAN CLUB

Members of the Savannah, Ga. Spel¬
man Club made drapes and spreads for
the Charity Hospital Children’s Ward
which was partly destroyed by fire in
January, 1957. Because of the interest
of the club and other organizations, the
ward has recently reopened.

In a communication from one of the
members she said that although they were
few in number, they had enjoyed a
profitable year and their influence had
been felt in the community. Members of
the club are Mrs. Evelyn Ebbs May, Mrs.
Hattie Cotton Hurse, Mrs. Mozelle Dailey
Clemmons, Mrs. Inez Atkinson McIntosh,
Miss Dorothy DeVillars, Mrs. Norris
Jones, Mrs. Jacqueline Hill Bryant, Mrs.
Lillian Corley, Mrs. Edwina Westmore¬
land Ford, Mrs. Countess Young Cox,
Mrs. Masie Davis, Miss Julia Lowe, Mrs.
Elizabeth Lee Atkinson and Mrs. Cath¬

erine Walker Williams.

Mrs. Margarette S. Brown Representing Los Angeles Spelman Club

Presents Club Scholarship to Roslyn Washington



WEDDING BELLS

GADSDEN—ROBINSON
Mrs. Cornelia Wallace Gadsden, C ’36,

and Dr. Henry W. Robinson were married
Thursday, April 1 8, at the First Congrega¬
tional Church, Atlanta, Georgia.

Following the ceremony, an informal
reception was given by the bride’s moth¬
er, Mrs. Birdie Wallace at her Chestnut
Street residence.

BISHOP—CHAMBLISS
On Saturday, April 20, 1957, Gwen¬

dolyn Theresa Bishop, C ’55 became
the lovely bride of Mr. Carneal Edward
Chambliss. The wedding took place at
St. Mark Baptist Church, Corinth, Missis¬
sippi.
STERLING—SPIKES

Miss Ora Delores Sterling, C ’54, be¬
came the bride of Mr. Joseph J. Spikes, in
an impressive ceremony performed by
Reverend A. F. Fisher at the West
Hunter Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga., on
Sunday, April 21, 1957.

Mr. and Mrs. Spikes are at home at
319 Bowen Circle, S. W., Apt. 6, Atlanta
15, Georgia.
BUSH—JOHNSON

On June 1, Miss Elaine Bush C ’51,
became the bride of Mr. John W. Johnson
in a double ring ceremony in the Educa¬
tional Building of Wheat Street Baptist
Church, the Reverend W. H. Borders,
officiating.

After the beautiful ceremony, the
bride’s mother entertained with a recep¬
tion in the recreation room of the build¬

ing.
The couple will make their home in

California where the groom will be em¬
ployed as a probation and parole officer.
FIELDS—FRANKLIN

Miss Jarcelyn Fields C ’53, and Mr.
Hardy Rogers Franklin were married
in an impressive ceremony, performed by
President Benjamin E. Mays, in the
Danforth Chapel, Morehouse College,
Sunday, June 9, 1957.

Following the ceremony, the bride's
parents Reverend and Mrs. S. P. Fields,

entertained at a reception at the Burch
Room.

The couple are making their home in
Brooklyn, New York, where the groom
is a librarian in the Brooklyn Public
Library.
WADDELL—RAGSDALE

In a beautiful ceremony performed
by Reverend William H. Borders,
Ethel Louise Waddell, C ’57 became
the bride of Mr. Riley LeRoy Ragsdale
on Wednesday, June 12, at six o’clock.
The wedding took place in the Wheat
Street Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia.
Immediately following the ceremony, Mr.
and Mrs. Lorin A. Waddell, parents of
the bride, entertained at a reception for
the young couple.
BOSTICK—HILL

At an informal family gathering on
June 17, Miss Melba Deanne Bostick, C
’57, became the bride of Mr. Heager
LeVoyd Hill with the Reverend S. C.
Usher officiating. The couple spent their
honeymoon at Fort Totten in New York
City where the groom, a member of the
armed forces, is stationed.

ANANIAS—MORRIS
Thelma Ananias, C ’52 became the

bride of Mr. Preston Perry Morris, Jr.
on Saturday, June 22 at eleven o’clock
in the morning at Saint Catherine of
Genoa, New York City.

BLACKSHEAR—SMITH
On Saturday evening, June 22, at half

after six o’clock, Jean LaRue Blackshear,
C ’57, became the lovely bride of Mr.
William Augustus Smith in a beautiful
and impressive ceremony performed by
Reverend Homer McEwen at the First

Congregational Church, Atlanta, Georgia.
Immediately following the ceremony the
parents of the bride, Mr. and Mrs. Clark
Blackshear entertained at a reception at
their home. The newlyweds are at home
at 1192 Simpson Road, N. W., Atlanta.
SHY—FARRIS

Mr. and Mrs. Isaiah Thomas Shy re¬
cently announced the marriage of their
granddaughter, Jean Marie, C ’52, to
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Mr. Joseph Jerome Farris on Thursday,
June 27, 1957 in Seattle, Washington.
Mr. and Mrs. Farris are making their
home at 315 North 23rd Avenue, Seattle.

ELLISON—DANSBY

Frances Delanie Ellison, C ’57 and Mr.
Gwinn Alvin Dansby were married on
Friday evening, June 28 at six o’clock in
Ariel Bowen Methodist Church, Atlanta,
Ga.

MINOR—ALLEN
At half after six o’clock in the evening

Sunday, August 11, Catherine Minor,
C ’56, became the bride of Mr. Daniel
Alonzo Allen, Jr. in a beautiful and sim¬
ple ceremony at St. Paul Episcopal
Church, Atlanta, Georgia.
COLEMAN—JACKSON

In the latter part of spring, Miss Ellene
Coleman, C ’53, became the bride of Mr.
James Henry Jackson of Atlanta, Geor¬
gia.

Alumnae Notes

HS ’88

Accompanying her Founders Day con¬
tribution was a letter to President Manley
from Mrs. Salena Sloan Butler which
reads in part: “ How I wish I could
observe this day (Founders) with you
on the campus of dear Spelman. Since I
cannot, I shall-3000 miles away-be saying
in my heart, ‘Praise God for whom this
wonderful institution came’.”

Mrs. Butler was the honored guest
of the National Congress of Colored Par¬
ents and Teachers at its 30th annual
convention and was presented a beautiful
plaque with the inscription: “For out¬
standing service in child welfare.”

HS T5

Mrs. Mary Clark Kay, wife of Rev¬
erend Rosamond C. Kay, Jr., was elected
“Teacher of the year” for 1956-1957, by
the faculty of Summer Hill High School,
Cartersville, Georgia.

Retiring this year after forty years of
teaching, Mrs. Kay was the recipient of
a number of honors including a surprise
“This Is Your Life” testimonial and
presentations by the Chambers of Com¬
merce of Atlanta, Rome and Carters¬
ville, Ga.

HS T7

Mrs. Pearl Pilcher Powell of Miller,
Georgia, represented her class at their

fortieth reunion celebration. Although
she could not arrange to be in Atlanta
in time for the annual dinner meeting of
the Alumnae Association she was present
for the business meeting, Baccalaureate
and Commencement Exercises.

TPC T8

On May 25, 1957 from six until eight
o’clock in the evening, co-workers, friends
and family members gathered in the
Florence M. Read Health and Recreation
Building on the Spelman College campus
to honor Miss Maggie Perry on the oc¬
casion of her retirement as Instructional
Supervisor of Fulton County Schools.

Following a program depicting her life,
she was presented an oil portrait of her¬
self, a book of congratulatory messages
and a generous purse as tokens of appreci¬
ation for her thirty-seven years of service
to the children of Georgia.

An editoral published in the Atlanta
Daily World on May 29, had this to say
about Miss Perry:

After completing her education, Miss
Perry early entered upon her chosen and
lofty profession of teaching. Round by
round she pursued the task when it
took the strong and struggling to make
the grade. Our system did not know the
many modern trends now at the com¬
mand of the teacher who comes in on a

more wholesome scene of equal salaries,
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convenient transportation and modern
facilities.

Miss Perry truly saw the profession
grow; she saw it evolve into a humane
system of wholesome contribution and
helped to dignify its grasp upon the youth
whose task it would be to face a chang¬
ing and technical age.

After winning her spurs in the field of
education. Miss Perry was named to a
supervisory post in the Fulton system.

Here she was more than an educator,
a statistician, a schoolroom counsellor;
she was also the sincere and trusted per¬
son in whom all who knew her could
confide their problems. She was the per¬
son to give young people a chance and
cheer and counsel them on their path.

Few times in this generation and state,
have there been those who came up to this
level of sacrifice and service. An educator
to the manner born she was one who gave
the best she had that others might grow
and prosper. She bows out of the super¬
visory capacity to devote the rest of her
years, not in retirement, but to continue
to carry on what she so beautifully meant
to youth, a lamp unto their feet and a
light upon their pathway.

Twice a graduate of Spelman, HS T5
and TPC ’18, Miss Perry was awarded a
Certificate of Merit by the National
Alumnae Association of Spelman Col¬
lege, in June, 1951, as an alumna “who
over a period of not less than twenty
years, has clearly distinguished herself by
her loyalty to the aims and ideals of Spel¬
man and by the dedication of her time
and talent to the worthy causes of the
community in which she lives.”

The Spelman Messenger congratulates
Miss Perry on a job well done.

NT ’19

Mrs. Christine Wright Williams, a reg¬
ular contributor to the Founders Day
Rally wrote “Enclosed you will find
money order for $5.00 for April 11th.
I am very proud to be one of Spelman’s
family.”

HS ’22

Mrs. Alberta Williams King, church
woman, church choir organist-director

and mother was selected the 1957 mother
of the Atlanta Daily World. Mrs. King,
the wife of Reverend M. L. King, Sr.,
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church, At¬
lanta, is the mother of three children:

Miss Christine King, teacher in the
public school system of Atlanta, Reverend
M. L. King, Jr.,pastor of Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala., and
leader of the Montgomery Improvement
Association which led to the successful
bus boycott and upsetting of bus segre¬
gation laws, and A. D. Williams King, a
ministerial student at Morehouse College
and pastoral assistant at Ebenezer.

HS ’23

Present at a workshop session of the
National Congress of Colored Parents
and Teachers, held in Atlanta, Georgia,
June 19—20, 1957, were: Mrs. Ethel
Woodrick Kight, LaGrange, Georgia,
president and Mrs. Beatrice Moore Mor¬
gan HS ’10, C ,14, former president.

HS ’24

The present address of Mrs. Mercedes
Hopkins Wilson is Box 92—3153 Air
Base Wing—APO 30, New York, N. Y.

EE ’25

Mrs. Irma Earl Goldsby writes that
she is employed as instructor in cosme¬
tology at Western-Olin High School,
Birmingham, Alabama. Her address is
816 McCrary Street, S. W., Birmingham
5. Ala.

HS ’26

Mrs. Agnes McLendon Freeland,
organist and director of St. Paul of the
Cross Choir, is studying this summer at
Pius Summer School of Liturgical Mu¬
sic located at the College of the Sacred
Heart, Purchase, New York.

EE ’27

A new address for Mrs. Willie Wain-

wright Penny is 6362 LeGrand Avenue,
Detroit 11, Michigan.

NT ’28

Mrs. H. H. Anderson was elected

president of the Atlanta Metropolitan
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Council of Negro Women for 1957—
1958. Mrs. Anderson holds a position at
Hughes Spalding Pavilion and also is
president of the Atlanta Registered
Nurses.

HS ’29

Congratulations to Miss Corrie L. Ray
who was elected “Teacher of the Year”
for 1956-1957, at the Dickerson Training
School. Special tributes were paid to
Miss Ray by the Vidalia Advance
newspaper and the Parent Teacher As¬
sociation of Dickerson Training School
for nineteen years of unselfish service
rendered in the school and the commun¬

ity. Miss Ray was one of a group of
thirteen teachers from Georgia and Flor¬
ida who travelled in seven countries as

members of a Teachers’ European Study
Tour, July 8—August 5 ,1957.

C ’33

In April Mrs. Josephine Harreld Love
accepted an invitation from Mr. W. D.
Merrifield, the president of the Board of
Education of the City of Detroit, to serve
on the South Regional Committee. In a
letter to Mrs. Love, Mr. Merrifield ex¬

plained that the Board of Education “is
convinced that one of the most important
jobs for the City of Detroit is to develop
an adequate program of education for the
years ahead. It is, therefore, appointing
a city-wide Committee and eight Reg¬
ional Citizens Advisory Committees on
School Needs. These committees are

asked to study the school needs of the
community, then to formulate recom¬
mendations to the Board of Education
as to the school services and facilities
which they believe Detroit should have.”

A new address for Mrs. Ernest J.
Johnson (Elnora S. Hayes) is 107 Morn¬
ing View Drive, San Antonio, Texas.

C ’37

On July 22 Emily Copeland, head of
the department of library service, Florida
A. and M. University, Tallahassee, Flor¬
ida, included Spelman in a tour made by
students and staff of her department.
They visited the Spelman library, the

Florence M. Read Health and Recreation

Building and Rockefeller Hall on the
Spelman campus. In the group was Dor¬
othy Turner, C ’38, a member of the staff
of the summer school session.

Mrs. William Clement (Josephine
Dobbs) and her young daughter, Kath¬
leen Ophelia, born January 3, 1957, visit¬
ed the campus on August 7.

C ’38

Dr. and Mrs. R. A. Billings (Celestine
Taylor) are the proud parents of their
fourth child, William Edward, born on

Friday, April 9. Their other children are
two daughters, June and Bertrich and a
son, Richard, Jr.

Mrs. Louise Middleton was elected
“Teacher of the Year” by the Carver
Vocational School, Atlanta, Georgia.

C ’39

Mr. and Mrs. Mark G. Birchett (Ger¬
aldine Geer) and children are making
their home at 29 Westervelt Place, Tea-
neck, New Jersey.

C ’41

Mrs. Alice Clement Foster and her
three daughters Alberta Alice, Emlyn
and Joy of Los Angeles, California arrived
in Atlanta in late June to visit their par¬
ents and grandparents, President and
Mrs. Rufus E. Clement of Atlanta Uni¬

versity. Mrs. Foster is a teacher in the
public school system of Los Angeles.
Recently she was elected vice president
of the Los Angeles Spelman Club.

Mrs. Alpha Hines Westbrook attended
the annual Georgia conference of teach¬
ers of Distributive Education food serv¬

ice. Mrs. Hines represented the Lucy
Laney High School of Augusta, Georgia.

C 42

The Arthur Edward Bronners, (Theod¬
ora L. McKinney) are the proud parents
of a son who has been named Arthur
Edward Bronner, III. Arthur Edward
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was born February 21, 1957 and weighed
in at seven pounds. The Bronners live at
123 West Lake Avenue, S. W., Atlanta,
Georgia.

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Kent (Elizabeth
Lipford) recently moved to 3750 Sturte-
vant, Detroit 6, Michigan.

A recent communication from Mrs.
Marechal Reed Allgood reads:

“As you may note from my address,
I am now living in Trenton, New Jersey.
I am working in the Scholarship Division
of Educational Testing Service in Prince¬
ton, New Jersey and doing substitute
teaching also.” Mrs. Algood’s address is
206 Spring Street, Trenton 8.

C ’43

Opal Dixon was recently promoted
to the position of consultant by the Geor¬
gia State Department of Education. Her
special field of interest is Distributive
Education.

C ’49

Mrs. Ella Mae Gaines Sydnor is head
of the children's department of the
Orange, N. J. public library. Recently
she was appointed chairman of the Hu¬
man Relations Committee of the New

Jersey Library Association. As a mem¬
ber of the New Jersey Women’s Council
on Human Relations, Mrs. Sydnor was

guest of the Citizens Workshop in Hu¬
man Relations Education in July at Rut¬
gers University and also represented the
New Jersey Library Association at the
conference.

Ernestein Walker is employed as in¬
structor in the history department of
South Carolina State College, Orange¬
burg, S. C.

C '50

Mr. and Mrs. Griffith J. Davis of
East Orange, New Jersey, (Muriel Cor-
rin), and their two children recently re¬
turned to the United States after spending
four years in Liberia where Mr. Davis
was audio-visual advisor to the Liberian
Government as a part of the technical

cooperation program administered by the
U. S. International Cooperation Admin¬
istration. They are living at 91 Haw¬
thorne Avenue in East Orange until Mr.
Davis receives assignment from the ICA
headquarters.

C ’51
In September, 1957, Dr. Juanita Col¬

lier will begin her work as assistant pro¬
fessor of educational and clinical psy¬
chology at Wayne State University, De¬
troit, Michigan.

C ’55
Mrs. Kathryn Brisbane who received

the M.S.W. degree from the Atlanta
University School of Social Work on June
3, 1957, received an Intern Fellowship
from the National Association of Inter¬
group Relations Officers for 1957-58.
She is assistant community organizer
with the Urban League, Atlanta, Georgia.

Mrs. Joan Blackshear Walton, who
served as matron of honor in her niece's
wedding, Mrs. Jean Blackshear Smith,
in June, now lives in Indianapolis, Indi¬
ana. She is a teacher in Elementary School
No. 23.

Mrs. Evelyn Cooper Campbell, 2023
Cliffort Street, Flint 3, Michigan, writes
that she has received a Michigan certifi¬
cate to teach in the elementary and
secondary schools of that city.

A card dated July 15, from Ophelia
Cunningham to Dr. and Mrs. Manley
reads: “Had a very pleasant flight over
to Scotland where I spent a few days
n Edinburgh. Arrived by plane in London

on Thursday. Will leave Monday for Paris
to spend four days. Will visit four more
countries before returning to the States.

Mrs. Yvonne Parks Hunt is studying
this summer at New York University.

Anne M. McCoy is employed as a
social case worker at County Welfare
Department, Cleveland, Ohio. Her ad¬
dress is 10607 Gooding Avenue, Cleve¬
land 8.
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Lartha Sykes is working as a staff
physical therapist in the Veterans Admin¬
istration Hospital in Philadelphia. Her
address is 301 N. 54th Street, Philadel¬
phia 39.

Miss Reba Wilson, second grade teach¬
er at Thomasville Elementary School,
Atlanta, Ga. was elected “Teacher of the
Year” for 1956-57.

Miss Wilson received this honor be¬
cause of her contributions to the school
and community and cooperation with the
faculty and administration. She is organ¬
izer and sponsor of Den 1, Pack 302 in
the Thomasville community.

C ’56

Berthea LaConyea Butler, daughter of
Mrs. Ruby Brown Butler, C ’30, and
honor graduate of 1956, received the
master of arts degree in psychology on
June 2 from Boston University. While at
the university, Miss Butler became a
member of Psi Chi, national honorary
society of psychology. She also was a
member of the University Chapel Choir.

In March, Patricia Ann Ison wrote to
the alumnae secretary: “Enclosed is a
money order for $5.00 which is the ful¬
fillment of my pledge to the Loyalty
Fund for 1956-57. I pledge to the Loy¬
alty Fund for 1957-58 the amount of
$25.00

I would like to express my deep ap¬
preciation for being on the mailing list
for the Spleman Messenger. I have been
able to maintain my close feeling and
concern for the advancement of the
wonderful program carried on there. I
find my greatest pleasure in reading about
the morning chapel services.

Having been so close to Spelman for
four years 1 find it very difficult not to
miss many of the facets of life found at
Spelman. I often think of the rally, the
concerts, especially the Christmas Carol
Concert, and Founders Day. Distance
will prevent me from being with you but
my thoughts will be with you. It is my
hope that this Founders Day celebration
will be a great success.

1 am enjoying my work and study here
at Mills College. I will receive my M. Ed.
in June (I hope). The time is passing so
fast I sometimes wonder if I will be able
to complete my work.”

In closing Miss Ison sent best wishes
and fondest greetings to the entire Spel¬
man family.

A letter dated April 30, to the regis¬
trar, Miss Clark, reads: ... I am about
to complete my year here at Mills and 1
can say that I have truly enjoyed it. This
year has been a very rewarding one in
all respects. I will receive a master of
education degree in June.

I have received a scholarship to study
for the summer of 1957 in Norway at
the University of Oslo. I am very excited
about the trip and I am looking forward
to the arrival of June 26 when I shall
leave ”

Mildred Hill is now Mrs. Sheats and
lives at 1203 West Hancock Avenue,
Athens, Georgia.

Retha Van Buren is now Mrs. Hawkins
and lives at 1125 - 11th Street, North,
Birmingham, Alabama.

C ’57
Miss Yvonne Jackson is studying

French at the Chateau (school of lan¬
guages) of Middlebury College, Ver¬
mont, during the summer session.

FORMER STUDENTS

Mrs. Nellye B. Davis was elected “Sec¬
retary of the Year” for 1956-1957, and
was presented a plaque during the weekly
luncheon-forum of the Hungry Club at
the Butler Street YMCA on Wednesday,
April 24. Mrs. Davis is a secretary in the
Atlanta Life Insurance Company, At¬
lanta, Georgia.

Mr. and Mrs. Leary (Dorothy Flint),
who were visiting Mrs. Leary’s mother in
early June, attended some of the events
of the commencement season. Formerly
of Washington, D. C. and Philadelphia,
Pa., they are now living at 700 Highland
Street, Reading, Massachusetts.
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On May 18, 1957. Kathleen Lucile ar¬
rived in the home of Attorney and Mrs.
Charles R. Perkins, (Raymond Wigham)
2000 Chicago Boulevard, Detroit. Michi¬
gan. Kathleen has a sister, Jean and a
brother, Thornton.

IN MEMORIAM

The Spelman family was grieved to
learn of the death of Mrs. Mary James
Wardlaw, TPC '05, on March 23, 1957,
in New York City. At the time of her
death, Mrs. Wardlaw and her husband
were making their home in St. Albans,
L.I..N.Y., with their daughter. Mrs. Mil¬
dred Wardlaw \ oung, C ’35.

Final rites for Mrs. Wardlaw were held
in Friendship Baptist Church. Atlanta.
Georgia, where she had been a member
for more than a half century.

Mrs. Wardlaw married Mr. Charles
H. Wardlaw, a teacher at Morehouse
College, the year she was graduated
from Spelman. Six children, four boys
and two girls, five of whom are living,
were born to this union. The boys,
Charles, Tapley, Alvin and Albert were
graduated from Morehouse College while
Mildred was graduated from Spelman
College. All of her life Mrs. Wardlaw
was closely connected with these colleges.

Her home, located on Fair Street,
across from Morehouse College was al¬
ways open to students. She was never
too busy to listen to their problems, to
give advice and in many instances finan¬
cial aid.

After teaching a short time in the
Atlanta public school system, she served
Morehouse and Spelman in various capa¬
cities. Just before she left Atlanta in 1956.
she gave up her work as a member of
the Spelman housemother's staff.

Interest in her alma mater never waiv-
ered. Always a loyal alumna she. along
with Mrs. Lillian Decatur Suttles, HS '98.
founded the Atlanta Spelman Club. She
served as its first president.

She leaves to mourn her. her husband.
Mr. Charles H. Wardlaw, five children.
Mr. Charles H. Wardlaw, Jr.. Mr. Albert
Wardlaw, Mrs. Mildred Wardlaw Young.

all of New York: Mr. Tapley Wardlaw of
Minneapolis, Minn., Mr. Alvin Ward-
law of Houston, Texas, and a host of
friends.

Mrs. Lola McCollum Jenkins, C '37,
teacher at Price High School. Atlanta.
Georgia, died on Saturday May 4, aftgr
a lengthy illness. Sincere sympathy is
extended to her husband. Mr. William
C. Jenkins, and family.

The Spelman family extends sincere
sympathy to the parents and relatives of
Lola Jean Scott, C '55, who died June
4, 1957. Miss Scott had completed her
second year of study in medicine at Me-
harry Medical College, Nashville, Ten¬
nessee and was looking forward to begin¬
ning her third year in September when her
untimely death occurred.

Sincere sympathy is extended the family
of Miss Lottie Margarett Lyons C '34.
who died suddenly on May 19, 1957 at
Fort Valley State College, Fort Valley,
Georgia. At the time of her death she
was serving as dean of women at the
Fort Valley State College where she had
been employed since 1944. Final rites
for Miss Lyons were held at Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Athens, Georgia on
May 22.

Memorial services were held at the
Fort Valley State College on May 21. In
his remarks, President C. V. Troup said
of Miss Lyons, “perhaps the greatest
tribute I could pay Miss Lyons is to point
up those traits of hers which are well
worth emulating. She was always the
same—friendly, helpful, jovial, sincere.
She was enthusiastic about her work or

any task she would undertake, and would
put her best into it. She was completely
dependable and could be relied upon to
do whatever she promised. I believe that
if we, the surviving members of the
FVSC faculty, would strive earnestly to
emulate those qualities of Miss Lyons,
then she will not have lived in vain.”

The Spelman family extends sincere
sympathy to Mrs. Gladys Mousir Chiv-
ers. TPC '20. on the death of her mother,
Mrs. Lillie L. Sherman in Atlanta, Geor¬
gia. August 2. 1957.

August, 1957 43



Alumnae Present at Class Day Exercises



 



 


