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The action of the play is continuous.

* Alternately

“* Miss Price will perform Anouilh’s original French
version. Miss Twyman will do her role in French
also.

THE GREEK LEGEND

King Oedipus, father of Antigone, Ismene, Eteocles
and Polynices, blind and degraded, has been exiled from
the kingdom of Thebes. In his youth he had innocently
killed his father and married his mother. Upon his de-
parture, Oedipus leaves a curse upon his two sons,
Eteocles and Polynices, for not having resisted those
who expelled him. The two brothers agree to rule over
Thebes alternately, but when Eteocles has reigned his
full year he refuses to relinquish the throne to Polynices,
his younger brother. Eteocles persuades Creon, Oedipus’
brother-in-law who governs Thebes as regent, to banish
Polynices. There is a civil war. Polynices collects forces
to invade Thebes, and Oedipus’ prophecy that the broth-
ers shall die by each others hands is fulfilled. Creon
becomes king. Since Eteocles died defending his native
city, he is to be buried with pomp and honors while the
corpse of Polynices shall be left unburied—a prey to
dogs and vultures—where he fell.* Creon, full of right-
eousness and edicts, has ordained that anyone who
attempts to give Polynices burial will himself be put to
death. Antigone, revolted by this godless and inhuman
edict, tries to bury her brother. She is caught. And, as
is always the case with martyrs, her revolt bears fruit
only after her death.

A modern version of the ancient Greek “Antigone,”
conceived by Sophocles over 2,400 years ago, was writ-
ten and produced in Paris in 1943 by Jean Anouilh.
The play had to receive the sanction of a German censor
before it could be performed. Anouilh succeeded in
making his Antigone a martyr who refused to say ‘“yes,”
even under the stress and indignity of the occupation of
the Germans. Later Lewis Galantiere adapted Anouilh’s
version for an English speaking audience. This version
was performed in 1946 on Broadway by a cast featuring
Katherine Cornell and Sir Cedric Hardwicke. The
play, done in white ties, tails, tuxedos and evening
dresses, was an overwhelming success. Any of the story
might well occur in any country where a dictator sets
himself above both religion and the people.

*A fate regarded with peculiar horror by the Greeks.
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